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On its very first steps towards the realisation of 
the centuries-long dream of an independent and 
sovereign state the Croatian people was faced with 
the Greater Serbian politics which threatened to 
destroy Croatians and their young state.   
In 1990 the Yugoslav military authorities were deter-
mined to depose the democratically elected Croatian 
government. Croatia was disarmed and faced with 
provocations and blocked roads as part of what is 
known as “the log revolution“. The conflicts esca-
lated, with frequent attacks against the Croatian 
policemen, culminating with the “Bloody Easter“ 
incident in the Plitvice Lakes National Park, when 
the Croatian police forces had to intervene and push 
the terrorists, losing one of their members – Josip 
Jović, the first victim of the Homeland War.

The very next month saw a horrific massacre of 
twelve policemen ambushed at Borovo Selo. In due 
time the Croatian National Guard was established 
as the first professional armed unit assigned with 
defence and policing tasks. The first brigades took 
the formal oath of service on the historic 28 May 
1991, during the formal parade in the Zagreb Foot-
ball Club stadium, which has been commemorated 
as the Croatian Armed Forces establishment day. 

In late 1991 almost a third of the Croatian territory 
was converted into a battlefield and some areas 
were under occupation. The town of Vukovar be-
came the symbol of the resistance after the three-
month heroic defence by the Croatian soldiers, to 
lose its battle completely destroyed and seized on 
18 November. On 2 January 1992 the Agreement on 
Unconditional Ceasefire in Croatia was concluded, 
allowing the Croatian defence forces take a respite. 
The first phase  of the Homeland War was closed. 
Gradually the Croatian armed forces grew into a 

respectable military force which a few 
years later managed to restore the occu-
pied territory under the Croatian authority. 
In late March 1992 the Croatian forces were 
determined to resolve the unbearable situation 
in its territory, ushering in the second phase of 
the War and the liberating operations which would 
reverse the strategic ratio of forces, starting with 
the deblocking of Dubrovnik and south Croatia, the 
liberating operations in the Zadar and Šibenik hin-
terlands. In early 1993 the Croatian Army and police 
special forces launched the Operation “Maslenica“ 
to reconnect the north and the south of the Croatian 
territory. Within 72 hours they liberated the villages 
in the Zadar hinterland and the dominant positions 
in Velebit Mountain. The liberating campaigns and 
operations continued well into 1994, each preparing 
the ground for the liberation of the rest of the terri-
tory (“Zima 94“ in November and December), “Leap 
-1” (April 1995) and “Leap -2” (June 1995), followed 
by “Summer 95“) and “Lightning“ in May 1995. The 
Operation “Lightning“ in May 1995 was a joint and 
co-ordinated effort of the Croatian forces aimed at 
liberating western Slavonia: within 30 hours they 
liberated Okučani and Stara Gradiška (the entire 

Brod-Posavina County). The Operation dem-
onstrated the determination and the ability of the 
Croatian forces to liberate thereto occupied areas 
of Croatia. 
The Operation “Lightning“ was a prelude to the 
magnificient military and police operation “Storm“, 
launched on 5 August 1995. Within 84 hours only 
200,000 members of the Croatian forces liberated 
more than 10,500 km2 of thereto occupied territory. 
The Operation “Storm“was a decisive precondition 
for the subsequent peaceful reintegration of east 
Slavonia, whereby all occupied areas were restored 
to the Croatian constitutional order. 

Author: Leida Parlov
Photos: photo archive Croatian Military 
Publications and Publishing
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The firsT review of The uniTs of The Then CroaTian naTional Guard was held 
in ZaGreb, The fooTball sTadium in Kranjčevićeva 25 years aGo (28 May 1991) – 
The Core of The CroaTian army, The army ThaT won independenCe and liberTy 
for CroaTia and ThaT was nourished wiTh The values of The homeland war, 
wiTh professionalism, ConfidenCe and ToGeTherness...
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of The homeland War
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“Anakonda 16“ was the largest exercise of the US-
AREUR and the largest joint exercise held in the 

past years. Over 31,000 participants, 3,000 vehicles, 
100 aircraft and 12 vessels  from the U.S. Army, 

the Polish Armed Forces and the armed forces of 
Albania, , Bulgaria, Canadathe Czech Republic, Es-

tonia, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Lithuania, Latvia, 
Macedonia, the Netherlands, Romania, Slovakia, 

Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, Ukraine and the United 
Kingdom were engaged in the ranges throughout 

Poland: “Orzysz”, “Żagań”, “Wędrzyn”, “Drawsko 
Pomorskie”, “Toruń”, “Nowa Dęba”, “Chełmno”, 

“Ustka” and  “Świdwin” from 7 to  17 June 2016. 
The Exercise was commanded by the Polish Special 

Operations Command (POLSOFCOM) and the  Di-
rector was Lieutenant General  Marek Tomaszycki, 

Head of Polish Operations Command and the coa-
lition forces Director was USAREUR Commander, 

Lieutenant General Frederick Benjamin Hodges. 
The Exercise was conducted in two phases: the 

integration of forces, C2, practice and shooting, 
and the exercise itself, in the duration of 64 hours.  

Croatia was represented by 258 members of the 

Croatian Army (the Mechanised Infantry Company 
of the Mechanised Battalion “Gromovi“, reinforced 

with a support squad; a mobile medical team and 
staff personnel; a Decontamination Platoon of the 

NBC Battalion); a special operations team of the 
Special Forces Command; a Cargo Handling Pla-

toon and staff personnel (detached to the CLSG) of 
the Support Command; A Military Police Platoon 

detached to several training ranges, and staff of-
ficers of the J3 Directorate of the General Staff 

who were assigned to the Exercise Headquarters. 
The Croatian contingent arrived to Poland with 50 

military vehicles (15 Patrias). The land transport of 
the vehicles, machines and containers presented 

a major logistic challenge for the Croatian Armed 
Forces which they mastered highly competently. 

A logistic chAllenge for the
croAtiAn Armed forces 

After months of preparations, the military equip-
ment and vehicles used by the Croatian Armed 

Forces at Anakonda 16 Exercise were loaded at 

the Container Terminal in Zagreb on 27 May, as 
one of the final steps prior to the largest USAREUR 

exercise in the past years.  
The loading was attended by Lieutenant Colonel 

Ryan Fayrweather, the Head of the Office for Defense 
Cooperation of the U.S. Embassy to the Republic 

of Croatia, who praised the co-operation with the 
Croatian Armed Forces and the realised projects.

Lt. Col. Fayrweather said: ”Croatia will have an im-
portant role in the Exercise; the participation of  the 

Mechanised Company is particularly important as 
it has been declared for the NATO Response Force 

in 2017. This is an important operation for Croatia,  
NATO and the USAREUR. Croatian forces have been 

engaged in the training but also in planning and 
co-ordinating“. 

the opening ceremony 

The opening ceremonies were held in several train-
ing ranges on 6 June 2016, and  the central one 

took place in the National Defence University of the 
Republic of Poland in Warsaw, attended by many 

senior officials - the Defence Minister of the Re-
public of Poland  Antoni Macierewicz, the Chief of 

Staff of the U.S. Army, General Mark A. Milley, the 
USAREUR Commander, Lieutenant General Freder-

ick Benjamin Hodges and Lieutenant General  Marek 
Tomaszycki, Head of Polish Operations Commander.  

At The ceremony held at the  Orzysz Training 
Range, with nearly  1,800 soldiers from Poland, 

Lithuania, Latvia, the United States and the ma-
jor part of the Croatian contintent, the Exercise 

was launched by Colonel  Piotr Malinowski, the 
Commander of the 17 th Mechanised Brigade 

and of the forces stationed at Orzysz and Colo-
nel  Dariusz Parylak of the Polish Operations 

Command and of the Exercise Headquarters.    

the indispensAble role of the
support commAnd 

The members of the Support Command were the 
first to arrive and the last to leave Poland. They 

were assigned with the pre-staging tasks and the 
support to the Croatian forces. 
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demonstrating unity 
and solidarity 16

ANAKONDA

The exercise “AnAkondA 16“ Taking place aT nine 
Training ranges in poland and engaging over  31,000 
members of 23 armed forces has been The largesT 
UsareUr.  exercise over The pasT years.  iT was 
sTaged as a response To The modern-day ThreaTs 
and a demonsTraTion of readiness, UniTy and 
solidariTy of naTo member naTions. iT engaged 

army, air force, navy Troops and special UniTs 
and comprised cyber defence. The croaTian 

conTingenT inclUded 258 members of The croaTian 
armed forces, wiTh 50 vehicles (15 paTrias), Trans-

porTed by rail To The Training ranges in poland...

internat ional mil itary exercise

T

army, air force, navy 
and comprised cyber defence. The 

conT

c r o a t i a n  m i l i t a r y  m a g a z i n e

Author: Lada Puljizević
Photos by: Tomislav Brandt???
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Five OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopters from the 
project of equipment of the Croatian Armed Forces 
with scout/attack helicopter, supported by the U.S. 
government and the U.S. Army were presented in 
the 93rd Air Base at Zemunik on 10 August 2016.  
The presentation was attended by the President of 
the Republic as the Supreme Commander of the 
Croatian Armed Forces Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović, 
the U.S Ambassador to the Republic of Croatia, 
H.E. Julieta Valls-Noyes, the senior officials of the 
Ministry of Defence and the representatives of the 
93rd Air Base and the Helicopter Squadron, to which 
the helicoptes will be assigned. 
The introductory presentation was delivered by 
Colonel Davor Tretinjak, the Head of the Project 
Team and the Chief of the Staff of the 93rd Air Base, 
who briefed the invitees on the overall project com-
prising the selection, transportation, reception and 
introduction of helicopters into operational service, 
as well as on their specifications and the utility for 
the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence. The first 
five helicopters, three simulators, the weapons and 
other respective equipment were delivered to the 
base at Zemunik  in late July aboard a U.S. C-5, 
whereas the remaining 11 and the equipment are 
due in a later air delivery via the same route Ala-
bama –the Zemunik Air Base.  

The primary purpose is reconnaissance and attack.
The Defence Minister Josip Buljević extended ap-
preciation to the United States, the main Croatian 
ally in defence and security and its strategic partner 
for the donation, which continued the years-long 
bilateral co-operation. 
“The Kiowa Warrior helicopters provide the Croatian 
Armed Forces with new defence capabilities. The 
members of the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence 
– pilots and technicians – received receiving modern 
assets to motivate them for new moves, expanded 
knowledge and skills and new experiences. The 
introduction of the helicopters also demonstrates 
our determination to complete the process of the 
replacement of the Soviet-produced equipment with 
modern western-made assets. The Kiowa helicop-
ters flown by the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence 
will constitute a new value for the response to the 
modern security threats, and a new tool in the en-
hancement of the security architecture.
The helicopters constitute but a segment of the 
strong support and assistance received by the Re-
public of Croatia and its military from their strategic 
partner. The overall assistance provided by the U.S. 

Author: Vesna Pintarić, Željko Stipanović, Photos by: T. Brandt, S. Brigljević, J. Kopi
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First Five

arrive to Croatia
Kiowa warriors oH-58D

”The Oh-58D KiOwa warriOr helicOpTers 
will upgraDe The cOmbaT reaDiness
Of The crOaTian armeD fOrces; They 
are primarily useD TO prOTecT The 

sOvereignTy anD securiTy Of The
republic Of crOaTia anD TO prOviDe 

suppOrT TO The allieD effOrTs in
The OngOing anD fuTure missiOns”,

saiD The presiDenT During The
presenTaTiOn aT The ZemuniK

air base

The Kiowa Warrior helicopters were manufactured 
in the period 2010 – 2012 and subsequently entered 
the operational service (from 2012 – 2015). They are 
taken over inclusive with the standard weapons set, 
the optical boresight system, the communication 
and navigation equipment and the respective live 
ammunition (12.7 mm, the Hydra non-guided mis-
siles and the Hellfire 114-AGM missiles.

The first five Kiowas 
and the equipment 
have been delivered 
to Croatia on 30 July 
2016. The procurement 
project comprises the 
equipment with 16 
helicopters, the training 
of the pilots and air 
technicians and the 
setup of the user-level 
attending and mainte-
nance logistic system, 
which will ensure a new 
scout/attack helicopter 
capability.

By late July 2017 the 
first group of pilots 
and air technicians are 
expected to complete 
the conversion training 
on the OH-58D Kiowa 
helicopters, whereby the 
Croatian Armed Forces 
will attain the IOC.

FOC and the conversion 
training completed by 
the entire flight and 
technician personnel 
are  expected in summer 
2018.

24-29_Kiowa.indd   24-25 10/10/16   09:02
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The “Wings of Storm” Aerobatic Team has since its 
establishment had 41 successful and well-received 
performances in 13 countries, but the generations 
of its pilots have wished to fly at the RIAT. So in 
2015, soon after the new composition of the Team 
was presented, the RIAT organisers contacted the 
“Wings” wishing to include them into the 2016 pro-
gramme. Upon the approval of the performance at 
RIAT and another air show in 2016, the “Wings of 
Storm” began preparing for the flight to the UK and 
the long-awaited performances. 
The flyover to the UK being the longest flight per-
formed by the “Wings of Storm” and the first in-
ternational experience for most pilots, it was clear 
that the participation at the Royal International Air 
Tattoo would be the most demanding task for the 
Croatian Air Force and Air Defence Aerobatic Team 
so far.  In addition, the Team had to arrive in time for 
the rehearsal before the Flying Control Committee 

(FCC) to obtain the clearance for the main event. The 
Mi-171 Sh crew shared a similar challenge having 
to fly over a long distance within 24-h span.   Both 
crews were lucky with the weather on their travel 
days, and were able to land at the spot – the RAF 
Faiford base precisely at time scheduled, which was 
an achivement for the helicopter crew, who spent 
nine hours flying straight. 
The pilots of the “Wings of Storm“ rehearsed for 
performance the same afternoon: after the arrival 
of the Mi-171Sh at the display stand the Croatian 
Air Force and Air Defence at RIAT was ready for 
presentation at RIAT.   
The first day of the show featured an exhibition and 
only a brief flying programme for the VIP visitors, 
while the second day began with hostile and change-
able weather and low clouds, wherefore the display 
teams had to perform at lower altitudes. The “Wings 
of Storm”, who had their maiden performance at 

RIAT thus had to omit some of their most attrac-
tive manoeuvres which have become their brand. 
However, they were filed as the 56th international 
air force team performing at RIAT.  
The Mi-171Sh was an attraction of the static display 
owing to its rarity as a Soviet-made aircraft. The 
weather conditions in the flying programme ame-
liorated only slightly before the “Wings of Storm“ 
performed their sequence, which was impressive 
despite the 30-knot wind and a strong turbulence. 
The true merit of the performance was known later, 
at the closing ceremony. 
Unlike most international military air shows which 
don’t entail any awards, the RIAT nurtures its flying 
excellence tradition by bestowing the awards on the 
best performing flying groups. Aware of their flying 
programme quality and their unique manoeuvres, 
the “Wings of Storm” did hope to find themselves 
among the winners, although the mere look at other 

participants was somewhat discouraging. The good 
sign was however that an organising official asked to 
hear the correct pronunciation of the Team’s name. 
The 1st prize – the King Hussein Memorial Sword, 
awarded for the best overall flying demonstration  - is 
the most prestigious one, in honour to the late King Hus-
sein of Jordan, a long-time patron of the Show. It was 
presented by his son, HRHP Prince Faisal bin Hussein. 
Bestowing the award the chairman of the Flying Con-
trol Committee  stated “For demonstrated precision 
aerobatics in challenging condtions“, the winner was 
still vague to guess“; but when he uttered  “incorpo-
rating novel manoeuvres, not seen before“ the pilots 
of the “Wings of Storm“ realised it was them. 
Winning the 1st Award at the most prestigious in-
ternational military air show seems nearly a year 
after the Team faced dissolution is a most unlikely 
scenario. The prediction of the Team leader, given 
a few weeks after before RIAT, came true.
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 Prepared by: Vesna Pintarić,
 Photos by: Tomislav Haraminčić and
  Josip Kopi

Krila Oluje
riaT 16

win The besT perfOrmance award in

At the lArgest internAtionAl
militAry Air show, the Royal
InteRnatIonal aIR tattoo, held in 
the rAF FAirFord bAse in July 2016  
the CroAtiAn Air ForCe And Air de-
FenCe’s AerobAtiC teAm “WIngs of 
stoRm“ won the most prestigious 
AwArd - the King hussein memoriAl 
sword, For the best overAll Flying 
demonstrAtion... 

The RIAT air show 
is a dream for every 
military pilot as it 
gathers the repre-
sentatives air forces 
from all over the 
world and displays 
the best known 
aircraft makes and 
the best pilots to the 
audience and the 
world public.

The 2016 perfor-
mance of “Wings of 
Storm“ at  RIAT-u 
and the prestig-
ious award won 
have crowned the 
11 years of their 
service. 
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On its very first steps towards the realisation of 
the centuries-long dream of an independent and 
sovereign state the Croatian people was faced with 
the Greater Serbian politics which threatened to 
destroy Croatians and their young state.   
In 1990 the Yugoslav military authorities were deter-
mined to depose the democratically elected Croatian 
government. Croatia was disarmed and faced with 
provocations and blocked roads as part of what is 
known as “the log revolution“. The conflicts esca-
lated, with frequent attacks against the Croatian 
policemen, culminating with the “Bloody Easter“ 
incident in the Plitvice Lakes National Park, when 
the Croatian police forces had to intervene and push 
the terrorists, losing one of their members – Josip 
Jović, the first victim of the Homeland War.

The very next month saw a horrific massacre of 
twelve policemen ambushed at Borovo Selo. In due 
time the Croatian National Guard was established 
as the first professional armed unit assigned with 
defence and policing tasks. The first brigades took 
the formal oath of service on the historic 28 May 
1991, during the formal parade in the Zagreb Foot-
ball Club stadium, which has been commemorated 
as the Croatian Armed Forces establishment day. 

In late 1991 almost a third of the Croatian territory 
was converted into a battlefield and some areas 
were under occupation. The town of Vukovar be-
came the symbol of the resistance after the three-
month heroic defence by the Croatian soldiers, to 
lose its battle completely destroyed and seized on 
18 November. On 2 January 1992 the Agreement on 
Unconditional Ceasefire in Croatia was concluded, 
allowing the Croatian defence forces take a respite. 
The first phase  of the Homeland War was closed. 
Gradually the Croatian armed forces grew into a 

The firsT review of The uniTs of The Then CroaTian naTional Guard was held 
in ZaGreb, The fooTball sTadium in Kranjčevićeva 25 years aGo (28 May 1991) – 
The Core of The CroaTian army, The army ThaT won independenCe and liberTy 
for CroaTia and ThaT was nourished wiTh The values of The homeland war, 
wiTh professionalism, ConfidenCe and ToGeTherness...

25 years
Croatian armed ForCes

oF tHe

jubilary anniversary

4

The hisToric vicTorious operaTions
of The homeland War
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respectable military force which a few 
years later managed to restore the occu-
pied territory under the Croatian authority. 
In late March 1992 the Croatian forces were 
determined to resolve the unbearable situation 
in its territory, ushering in the second phase of 
the War and the liberating operations which would 
reverse the strategic ratio of forces, starting with 
the deblocking of Dubrovnik and south Croatia, the 
liberating operations in the Zadar and Šibenik hin-
terlands. In early 1993 the Croatian Army and police 
special forces launched the Operation “Maslenica“ 
to reconnect the north and the south of the Croatian 
territory. Within 72 hours they liberated the villages 
in the Zadar hinterland and the dominant positions 
in Velebit Mountain. The liberating campaigns and 
operations continued well into 1994, each preparing 
the ground for the liberation of the rest of the terri-
tory (“Zima 94“ in November and December), “Leap 
-1” (April 1995) and “Leap -2” (June 1995), followed 
by “Summer 95“) and “Lightning“ in May 1995. The 
Operation “Lightning“ in May 1995 was a joint and 
co-ordinated effort of the Croatian forces aimed at 
liberating western Slavonia: within 30 hours they 
liberated Okučani and Stara Gradiška (the entire 

Brod-Posavina County). The Operation dem-
onstrated the determination and the ability of the 
Croatian forces to liberate thereto occupied areas 
of Croatia. 
The Operation “Lightning“ was a prelude to the 
magnificient military and police operation “Storm“, 
launched on 5 August 1995. Within 84 hours only 
200,000 members of the Croatian forces liberated 
more than 10,500 km2 of thereto occupied territory. 
The Operation “Storm“was a decisive precondition 
for the subsequent peaceful reintegration of east 
Slavonia, whereby all occupied areas were restored 
to the Croatian constitutional order. 

Author: Leida Parlov
Photos: photo archive Croatian Military 
Publications and Publishing
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25 years
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The changes initiated still during the Homeland War 
affected all segments of the defence system. The 
1995 liberating operations “Lightning“ and “Storm“ 
were followed by a major demobilisation, concluded 
in February 1996 withe the dissolution of the reserve 
component. It was conducted parallelly with the 
professionalisation of the Armed Forces, while in 
2007 conscription was superseded by voluntary 
military service.

The planned downsizing of the Armed Forces has 
continued to this day. In mid April 2016 the Croatian 
Armed Forces had  16,025 members (14, 511 active 
duty personnel and 1,514 civilian employees).  
Some changes were associated with the integration 
to NATO, which Croatia achieved by the deposition 
of the accession document in Washington on 1 April 
2009, and promoted at the Summit in Strasbourg 
and Kehl three days later. The Republic of Croatia 
and its Armed Forces completed the fastest inte-
gration process, as confirmed on 25 October 2012 
(Declaration on Completed Integration). The reforms 
undertaken by the Croatian defence system, includ-
ing the Armed Forces, aimed at NATO membership 
were compatible with the EU accession standards; 
The Republic of Croatia joined the EU on 1 July 2013.

 

The active participation of the members of the Croa-
tian Armed Forces in the UN-, NATO and the EU-led 
operations in crisis spots worldwide contributed 
significantly to the accession to NATO.  The first UN 
engagement was in 1999, with ten military observers 
to UNAMSIL (Sierra Leone). To illustrate, in 2008 
Croatia ranked first among 119 peace operations 
personnel providers, engaged in as many as 20 mis-

organisaTion changes and profes-
sionalisaTion of The croaTian army 

parTicipaTion in missions and
operaTions 
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sions and operations. In  2003 the Croatian soldiers 
opened the ISAF chapter, where they gradually took 
ever more important and complex tasks, particularly 
in the force protection and training and mentoring. 
With the expiration of the Operation in late 2014 
NATO nations and partners continued assisting Af-
ghanistan through Resolute Support mission.  
The Croatian Armed Forces members took part in 
the EUFOR Tchad/RCA as well, for a six-month term 
in 2008, before Croatia achieved the EU membership, 
and in EU NAVFOR ATALANTA. Croatia deployed its 
first Autonomous Vessel Protection Detachment 
(AVPD) from December 2014 to mid-April 2015.
The Croatian engagement in Kosovo (KFOR) has 
been going on since 2009.
At present the members of the Croatian Armed 
Forces are actively engaged in three UN-led peace 
operations (UNMOGIP, MINURSO and UNIFIL), in 
NATO-led Resolute Support Mission and KFOR and 
in the EU-led NAVFOR ATALANTA. 

 
The changes and new tasks assigned to the Croatian 
Armed Forces are followed by the modernisation of 
weapons and equipment. The many systems that 
have been or will prospectively be introduced into 
the Forces are expected to upgrade the capabili-
ties and readiness related to the national defence 

and NATO commitments alike. The equipment and 
weapon procurement process relies to a great ex-
tent on the domestic manufacturing and develop-
ment potentials, and the Ministry of Defence and 
the Armed Forces support the Croatian defence 
industry projects.
An important progress has been achieved in the 
domain of military education as well. The overarch-
ing institution of the Croatian Armed Force is the 
Croatian Defence Academy (named after the first 
Croatian President Franjo Tuđman since Septem-
ber 2015), established during the Homeland War 
as an institution responsible for instruction and 
education). The Academy has exercised its mis-
sion successfully throughout the time and gained 
respectable authority. Today the Academy organises 
and administers education programmes for the 
members of the Croatian Armed Forces and for 
the visitor members of the armed forces of foreign 
countries. 
Further progress in the regular education of the 
officers of the Croatian Armed Forces was made in 
the academic year 2014/2015, when the new uni-
versity undegraduate study programmes – Mili-
tary Management and Military Engineering - were 
launched with the University of Zagreb (11 faculties), 
transforming the military education system through 
integrated civilian and military programmes. 
The year 2015 saw a new process of transforma-
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equipmenT and modernisaTion

The active participa-
tion of the members 
of the Croatian 
Armed Forces in the 
UN-, NATO and the 
EU-led operations in 
crisis spots world-
wide contributed 
significantly to the 
accession to NATO
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tion of the Academy into a higher education and 
research institution, and the development towards 
a competitive military education centre attractive 
for the neighbouring countries as well. 

The Croatian Armed Forces have confi rmed their 
strength, readiness and equippedness in the na-
tional and international military exercises. They had 
the experience of international exercises before the 
accession to NATO, demonstrating the ability and 
the achieved level of interoperability required for 
joint operation with NATO forces. They took part in 
ever more exercises, culminating in 2015 - the year 
of large exercises. The Eugen Kvaternik Training 
Range near Slunj hosted the largest exercise since 
the Homeland War titled “Combined Power 15“ - 
the fi rst exercise conducted in four dimensions of 
warfare (land, sea, air and in cyber space). 

jubilary anniversary

The reputation acquired by the Croatian Armed Forces through the participation 
in peace missions and operations presented Croatia as a reliable and respon-
sible partner, and won us a very important role in advising the Afghanistan 
National Security Forces. Valuable contribution is given in the EU-led missions 
and operations as well. What is Your view on that? 

As early as in 1995, shortly ast er the Homeland War ended, Croatia undertook the 
reforms in its defence system and the fi rst generations of offi  cers and NCOs of the 
Croatian Armed Forces were sent to NATO nations’ education and training centres. 
By 1999 a signifi cant number of the Croatian offi  cers completed international train-
ing and education programmes designed for the participation in peace missions at 

all levels. That facilitated the composition of the fi rst 
Croatian contingent deployed to the UN peace support 
mission in Sierra Leone. 
The processes of restructuring and modernisation of the 
Armed Forces, focussed on organisational changes to 
enable the adoption and implementation of international 
standards which was a segment of the preparations for 
full NATO membership benefi tted the development of 
capabilities of the Croatian military for effi  cient participa-
tion in international peace support operations. In time 
the focus was shist ed from the UN to NATO-led opera-
tions in Afghanistan - ISAF and Resolute Support and in 
Kosovo  - KFOR. 

The participation in these operations has confi rmed Croatia 
as a responsible and reliable ally and aided the Armed Forces 
to develop and upgrade the existing military capabilities in an 
international environment. It should be emphasised that the 
knowledge and experiences of the kind could not be compensated 
through the training and exercise activities of enlisted soldiers, 
NCOs and offi  cers in military training grounds!

Full NATO membership completed the demanding process 
of successfully conducted reforms at all levels, however 
continuous investment into the defence and national 
security system is a permanent imperative. 
The participation in NATO missions, operations and exer-
cises was an imperative for the Republic of Croatia before 
the accession, and it proved a very eff ective capability-
building modality. 
It is especially necessary on this occasion to underline 
that the participation of the Croatian Armed Forces in 
NATO’s missions and operations from 2001 to 2009 
earned the critical support for the decision on the ac-

EXCERPTS FROM THE INTERVIEW WITH KOLINDA GRABAR-KITAROVIĆ,
THE PRESIDENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF CROATIA AND SUPREME COMMANDER OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

demonsTraTed Trainedness and
miliTary capaBiliTies
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The principal mission of the Croatian Armed Forces 
being to defend the county and its allies, one of 
their vital missions in peace time is to assist the 
local communities and the civilian institutions of 
the Republic of Croatia in the event of natural and 
man-made disasters. All three services are engaged 
as necessary in firefighting, flood fighting, drought 
relief, conducting engineer works, search and res-
cue on land and at sea and perfoming emergency 
medical flights of the sick and injured persons, to 
quote some forms of assistance. Furthermore, the 
Croatian Armed Forces recently provided support 
in the reception of migrants during the passage 
through the Croatian territory. 
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current modern security challenges faced by its members necessitate the building 
and maintaining of the required military capabilities enabling an effective response 
to the growing security challenges, which include challenges other than the military 
the climate change, natural disasters, technological accidents with the environmental 
pollution, cyber threats, population migrations, global terrorism and the like. All of 
these require consolidation and integration of all available defence and security 
factors, primarily at the national level.
They also underline the necessity of enhanced unity of the Alliance and its Transat-
lantic link, as well as of providing of the required financial and material resources 
for defence needs, the rationalisation and consolidation of these resources through 
appropriate NATO initiatives. Some modern security threats direct NATO to wider 
international efforts. The regional inclusion of the partner countries into joint opera-
tions and missions, and the exchange of their expert advice and expertise with NATO 
will enhance co-operative security and establish strong and lasting partnerships. 

Put briefly, the security in the 21 century is about collective security, as new asymmetrical 
threats require a comprehensive approach and a new level of consultations and co-operation 
between NATO and partner nations and international organisations.
During the past period NATO has become a platform for the consultations of the kind and and 
co-operation through the establishment of security dialogue with partners, the exchange of 
valuable experience and expertise, making the room for the participation of partner nations 
in NATO-led missions and operations and by promoting interoperability between the armed 
forces of member nations and partner countries.

In this regard, Croatia is faced with the need to reflect on the upgrade of the exist-
ing mechanisms of national security and the establishment of a unified system of 
homeland security which will integrate the administration bodies as participants 
of the Homeland Security, which will enable us to develop the necessary skills and 
consolidate them at the national level and integrate them internationally in accord-
ance with our membership in the integration systems of collective security, to be 
able to respond effectively to the present and future security threats and protect 
the national interests.

cession of the Republic of Croatian to the Alliance. 
Some 7,000 members of the Armed Forces have so far 
taken part in the UN, NATO and the EU-led international 
missions and peace support operations so far EU, which 
is also largely contributed to the strengthening of the 
international reputation of the Croatian.
Here it should be emphasise that the participation of the 
Croatian Armed Forces in NATO’s missions and operations 
from 2001 to 2009 earned the support for the decision on 
the admission of the Republic of Croatian to the Alliance. 
So far some 7,000 members of the Armed Forces 
have taken part in the UN, NATO and the EU-led in-
ternational missions and peace support operations 
EU, which also significantly reinforced Croatia’s in-
ternational reputation.

In early April we marked the seventh anniversary of the 
accession to NATO. New forms of threats which endan-
gered international security and require adjustment of 
the Union in order to most effectively respond to them. 
What NATO, and thus the Republic of Croatia as its 
member, can do to effectively prevent potential threats?

Full NATO membership completed the demanding process 
of successfully conducted reforms at all levels, however 
continuous investment into the defence and national 
security system is a permanent imperative.The partici-
pation in NATO missions, operations and exercises was 
an imperative for the Republic of Croatia before the ac-
cession, and it proved to be a very effective capability-
building modality. 
NATO is the world strongest collective defence , but the 

assisTance To The civilian communiTy
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The town of Split from from 16-18 September 2016 
hosted the senior military officials gathering for 
a conference of NATO’s Military Committee. The 
Conference was formally officially opened by the 
President of the Republic of Croatia as Supreme 
Commander of the Croatian Armed Forces, Kolin-
da Grabar-Kitarović and attended by the Defence 
Minister Josip Buljević. The Chief of the General 
Staff of the Croatian Armed Force, General Mirko 
Šundov underlined it was a regular conference in 
the chiefs of defence session and the first high-
level meeting following the summit in Warsaw. 
“An important topics on the Committee’s agenda 
is the implementation of the tasks discussed by 
the North Atlantic Council in the heads of state 
and government format, and the modalities of 
the response of the military structure to the is-
sues and challenges“, stated General Šundov.   
The President in her address welcomed the partici-
pants and appreciated their contribution to NATO.  
The President stated that the conference entailed 
constructive discussions and following up on the 
Warsaw and Wales Summits Commitments.

The President said the chiefs of defence’s task was 
to make a step further in facing the challenges be-
fore the Alliance. “The answer on how to confront 
these challenges can fit into a single word, which 
encompasses the most fundamental principle and 
value of NATO - solidarity“, said the President. 
In his opening address the Chairman of the Military 
Committee, General Petr Pavel praised Croatia’s 
active role within the Alliance. “Croatia is a full 
member of NATO who has demonstrated the com-
mitment  to the the principles of the Alliance through 
continued engagement in the operations led by the 
Alliance. Speaking on the topics discussed at the 
Conference in Split, the Chairman stated that the 
chiefs of defence discussed the possible improve-
ments within NATO command structure and force 
structure respectively. The focus in the second part  
was on the ongoing operations and activities within 
NATO, with the emphasis on Resolute Support Mis-
sion, as the Alliance’s main operational effort.
The working sessions within the Military Committee 
Conference were followed by a joint media confer-
ence with the Chairman of the Military Committee, 
General Petr Pavel and the Chief of the General 
Staff of the Croatian Armed Forces, General Mirko 
Šundov.
General Pavel, previously the Chief of the General 
Staff of the Armed Forces of the Czech Republic, 
presented the conclusions from the Conference 
“The Alliance needs to have the required capabili-
ties, forces and resources to deter any threat and 
counter all contingencies. Much has already been 
achieved but continuous adaptation is necessary. 

nato mil itary committee in split

SENIOR MILITARY
CONFERENCE IN

“Croatia is a full Nato member who has demoNstrated
the CommitmeNt to the priNCiples of the alliaNCe through

CoNtiNued eNgagemeNt iN the operatioNs led by the alliaNCe“, 
said the ChairmaN of Nato military Committee, geNeral petr 

pavel iN his opeNiNg remarks at the CoNfereNCe iN Chiefs
of defeNCe sessioN, held iN split.

president kolinda grabar-kitarović said the chiefs of defence’s task was to 
make a step further in facing the challenges before the alliance.

THE SENIOR MILITARY AUTHORITY OF THE ALLIANCE
The main role of NATO Military Committee is to issue guidelines and advice on military 
policy and strategy. The Committee is responsible for recommending to NATO’s political 
authorities on measures considered necessary for the common defence of the NATO area 
and for the implementation of decisions regarding NATO-led operations and missions.
The Committee is composed of chiefs of defence of 28 member nations, convened at least  
three times a year. The Military Committee as NATO senior military authority provides 
consensus-based military advice to the North Atlantic Council. General Petr Pavel, the 
Chairman of the Military Committee, is the highest ranking military official of the Alliance. 

The Croatian Armed 
Forces are currently 
engaged in six peace 
support missions 
and operations, two 
led by NATO, and 
will take part in the 
newest NATO initia-
tive for enhanced 
forces along the 
eastern border of 
the Aliance – the 
reinforced mecha-
nised company 
within the German 
battlegroup sta-
tioned in Lithuania
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Today’s conference was an opportunity to bring to-
gether the chiefs of defence of the member nations, 
the two Strategic Commanders and Montenegro 
as Invitee to deliberate on the implementation of 
the decisions made by Heads of State and Govern-
ment in the NATO Summit in Warsaw in July“, said 
General Pavel. 
The Chief of Staff of the Croatian Armed Forces, 
General Mirko Šundov underlined that it was the 
first hosting of a Military Committee conference 
for Croatia. “One of the important topics discussed 
was terrorism as a serious danger to the security 
and stability in the world, as well as other threats 
to world peace and economy. NATO member na-
tions, Croatia included, share the stand that the 
fight against terrorism must be continued. Croatia  
remains permanently dedicated to the joint fight 
against all architects of instability in the world and 
stand together with our Allies and partners. A proof 
of it is the fact that the Croatian Armed Forces are 
currently engaged in six peace support missions 
and operations, two led by NATO, and will take part 
in the newest NATO initiative for enhanced forces 
along the eastern border of the Aliance – the re-
inforced mechanised company within the German 
battlegroup stationed in Lithuania“. 
General Pavel appreciated General Šundov for host-
ing the conference and for Croatia’s contribution 
to the common security, extending the recognition 
to the members of the Croatian Armed Forces for 
their commitment to the values of the Alliance and 
for the engagement in peace support missions and 
operations worldwide.
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AUTHORITY HOLD
CROATIA
“the answer on how to confront these challenges can fit into a single word which encompasses 
the most fundamental principle and value of Nato - solidarity“, said the president...

c r o a t i a n  m i l i t a r y  m a g a z i n e

Author: Petra Kostanjšak
Photos by: Tomislav Brandt

LETTER OF INTENT ON CO-OPERATION
Following the Conference, the chiefs of defence of Croatia, Bulgaria, Hungary and Slovenia 
(authorised by the ministers of defence) signed the Letter of Intent concerning Creation of 
Multinational Special Aviation Training Solution). The Letter is a validation of the successful 
co-operation of the allied armed forces and a solid foundation for a multinational aviation 

training and practice centre to generate 
and sustain the Special Operations Aviation 
units. The project is supported by NATO 
Specia Operations Headquarters and the 
United States as the mentor nation. Gen-
eral Petr Pavel, attending the signature 
ceremony, congratulated the chiefs of de-
fence on the decision and expressed hope 
in similar arrangements created in other 
domains and pledged NATO sponsorship.
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“Anakonda 16“ was the largest exercise of the US-
AREUR and the largest joint exercise held in the 

past years. Over 31,000 participants, 3,000 vehicles, 
100 aircraft and 12 vessels  from the U.S. Army, 

the Polish Armed Forces and the armed forces of 
Albania, , Bulgaria, Canada the Czech Republic, Es-

tonia, Finland, Germany, Hungary, Lithuania, Latvia, 
Macedonia, the Netherlands, Romania, Slovakia, 

Slovenia, Spain, Turkey, Ukraine and the United 
Kingdom were engaged in the ranges throughout 

Poland: “Orzysz”, “Żagań”, “Wędrzyn”, “Drawsko 
Pomorskie”, “Toruń”, “Nowa Dęba”, “Chełmno”, 

“Ustka” and  “Świdwin” from 7 to  17 June 2016. 
The Exercise was commanded by the Polish Special 

Operations Command (POLSOFCOM) and the  Di-
rector was Lieutenant General  Marek Tomaszycki, 

Head of Polish Operations Command and the coa-
lition forces Director was USAREUR Commander, 

Lieutenant General Frederick Benjamin Hodges. 
The Exercise was conducted in two phases: the 

integration of forces, C2, practice and shooting, 
and the exercise itself, in the duration of 64 hours. 

Croatia was represented by 258 members of the 

Croatian Army (the Mechanised Infantry Company 
of the Mechanised Battalion “Gromovi“, reinforced 

with a support squad; a mobile medical team and 
staff personnel; a Decontamination Platoon of the 

NBC Battalion); a special operations team of the 
Special Forces Command; a Cargo Handling Pla-

toon and staff personnel (detached to the CLSG) 
of the Support Command; A Military Police Pla-

toon detached to several training ranges, and staff 
offi cers of the J3 Directorate of the General Staff 

who were assigned to the Exercise Headquarters.
The Croatian contingent arrived to Poland with 50 

military vehicles (15 Patrias). The land transportation 
of the vehicles, machines and containers presented 

a major logistic challenge for the Croatian Armed 
Forces which they mastered highly competently. 

a logisTic challenge for The
croaTian armed forces 

After months of preparations, the military equip-
ment and vehicles used by the Croatian Armed 

Forces at Anakonda 16 Exercise were loaded at 

DeMonstratinG UnitY 
anD soLiDaritY

ANAKONDA

THE EXERCISE “ANAKONDA 16“ TAKING PLACE AT NINE 
TRAINING RANGES IN POLAND AND ENGAGING OVER  31,000 
MEMBERS OF 23 ARMED FORCES HAS BEEN THE LARG�
EST USAREUR.  EXERCISE OVER THE PAST YEARS.  IT 
WAS STAGED AS A RESPONSE TO THE MODERN�DAY 
THREATS AND A DEMONSTRATION OF READINESS, 

UNITY AND SOLIDARITY OF NATO MEMBER NATIONS. 
IT ENGAGED ARMY, AIR FORCE, NAVY TROOPS AND 

SPECIAL UNITS AND COMPRISED CYBER DEFENCE. THE 
CROATIAN CONTINGENT INCLUDED 258 MEMBERS OF THE 

CROATIAN ARMED FORCES WITH 50 VEHICLES �15 PATRIAS�, 
TRANSPORTED BY RAIL TO THE TRAINING RANGES

IN POLAND...

internat ional mil itary exercise

TRAINING RANGES IN POLAND AND ENGAGING OVER  31,000 

IT ENGAGED ARMY, AIR FORCE, NAVY TROOPS AND 
SPECIAL UNITS AND COMPRISED CYBER DEFENCE. THE 

CROATIAN CONTINGENT INCLUDED 258 MEMBERS OF THE 
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the Container Terminal in Zagreb on 27 May, as 
one of the final steps prior to the largest USAREUR 

exercise in the past years.  
The loading was attended by Lieutenant Colonel 

Ryan Fayrweather, the Head of the Office for Defense 
Cooperation of the U.S. Embassy to the Republic 

of Croatia, who praised the co-operation with the 
Croatian Armed Forces and the realised projects.

Lt. Col. Fayrweather said: ”Croatia will have an im-
portant role in the Exercise; the participation of  the 

Mechanised Company is particularly important as 
it has been declared for the NATO Response Force 

in 2017. This is an important operation for Croatia,  
NATO and the USAREUR. Croatian forces have been 

engaged in the training but also in planning and in 
co-ordination“. 

The opening ceremony 

The opening ceremonies were held in several train-
ing ranges on 6 June 2016, and the central one 

took place in the National Defence University of the 
Republic of Poland in Warsaw, attended by many 

senior officials - the Defence Minister of the Re-
public of Poland  Antoni Macierewicz, the Chief of 

Staff of the U.S. Army, General Mark A. Milley, the 
USAREUR Commander, Lieutenant General Freder-

ick Benjamin Hodges and Lieutenant General  Marek 
Tomaszycki, Head of Polish Operations Commander.  

At the ceremony held at the Orzysz Training 
Range, with nearly 1,800 soldiers from Poland, 

Lithuania, Latvia, the United States and the ma-
jor part of the Croatian contintent, the Exercise 

was launched by Colonel Piotr Malinowski, the 
Commander of the 17 th Mechanised Brigade 

and of the forces stationed at Orzysz and Colo-
nel Dariusz Parylak of the Polish Operations 

Command and of the Exercise Headquarters.    

The indispensable role of The
supporT command 

The members of the Support Command were the 
first to arrive and the last to leave Poland. They 

were assigned with pre-staging and the support to 
the Croatian forces. 
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16
ANAKONDA

c r o a t i a n  m i l i t a r y  m a g a z i n e

Author: Lada Puljizević
Photos by: Lada Puljizević
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internat ional mil itary exercise

The Croatian contingent included the members of the 
Military Police of the Armed Forces (from the Military Po-

lice Service and the Military Police Regiment respectively) 
assigned to the Multinational Military Police Battalion, 

alongside the members of the Military Police of the Czech 
Republic, of the Military Gendarmerie of the Polish Armed 

Forces, of the Slovak Military Police and the United States 
Military Police, who conducted the exercise Sharp Lynx 

16. The field segment of the integration training was con-
ducted joint training in military policing and authorities 

in compliance with the Polish legislation (identity check, 
the use of coercive measures, searching the persons, the 

terrain search, the traffic accidents investigations, convoys 
escort and shooting practice, monitored and evaluated by 

the Exercise directors.
The Head of the Military Police Service, Colonel Tihomir 

Zebec, explained that the Multinational Military Police Bat-
talion has since 2008 conducted annual training through in-

dividual drills or in support to NATO LIVEX and CAX exercises. 
”Anakonda-16” is the first exercise where the MNMPBAT 

exercised military policing - patrolling, surveillance and 
traffic control, convoys escort and order and discipline 

jointly with the members of the Polish Gendarmerie in the 
“Orzysz ‘’ “Żagań”,”Wędrzyn “and” “Drawsko Pomorskie“ 

training ranges. 
It is also the first Exercise engaging the Military Police of 

the U.S. Army, who took part in the pre- Exercise MNMPBAT 
activities. During the integration training the international 

Military police was established, composed of the platoons 
of NATO MNMBAT reinforced with a MP platoon of the 

Missouri National Guard. The platoons were composed 
of the members of MP of MNMBAT and of the U.S. Army 

MP, and they conducted military policing in the training 
ranges along with the members of the Polish Gendarmerie.  

After the completion of the integration training, the Bat-
talion Commander, Colonel Mateusz Dadal on 10 June trans-

ferred the authority over the MNMPBAT to the responsible 
commanders of the Polish Gendarmerie. The MP platoons 

arriving to the military ranges, the members of the MNMP-
BAT took up the real military policing tasks in support to the 

commanders and units in the Exercise; thereby confirming 
the interoperability and compatibility of military police 

forces in the MNMPBAT project and readiness for joint 
military policing in peace support missions.

The major part of the Croatian contingent in “Anakonda-16“ 
being stationed and engaged in the Training Range “Or-

zysz”, the commander of the International MP Platoon of the 
MNMPBAT in charge of the Range was 1st Lieutenat Mario 

Vukadin of the Special MP Company of the MP Regiment 
of the Croatian Armed Forces. “We have been well-trained 

prior to the Exercise and our task here is to conduct military 
policing, which consists in the assistance to the convoy 

escort tasks, patrolling and the supervision of the Exercise 
participants. The integration of five different nations did 

seem a challenge but we overcame it. I am satisfied with 
the performance of my component,their professionalism 

and successful completion of all tasks. 
The  members of the Military Police of the Croatian Armed 

Forces were assigned to top level posts in NATO MNMPBAT 
– Major Željko Perković was Deputy Director of the Exercise 

(the Director was Colonel Tomasz Szoplik of the Polish 
Gendarmerie), and Major Franjo Barunčić of the Military 

Police Regiment was deputy commander of the MNMPBAT.

Croatian MP takes Part in the exerCise within the MnMPBat

As many times so far the members of the Support Command proved their profes-
sionalism and commitment. They reliably carried out the many complex tasks  - 

vehicle and equipment loading and discharging, transportation and cargo handling 
activities from Zagreb to the training range at Orzysz, the setup of a tent city for the 

accomodation of the members of the Croatian Armed Forces and the assistance to 
the partner armed forces. 

2 nd Lieutenant  Nikolina Beraković, previously a cadet of the Croatian Armed Forces 
and presently a member of the Support Command, was responsible for the Cargo Han-

dling Platoon in the Exercise. Presenting the activities related to the Exercise she said: 
“We arrived to Poland before all others – on 26 May, to assist the members of the U.S. 

Army discharge the cargo and containers from the train at Orzysz – over 350 tons. We 
then had to attend to the train with the vehicles and containers for the Croatian forces.” 

One of the most demanding tasks was to pitch 14 Alaska tents for the accomoda-
tion of the Croatian contingent within a short time. In the words of 2 nd Lieutenant 

Beraković: “We began setting up the tent city with 12 tents at 10 and finished at 
21. The original plan previewed four days and we did our utmost to accomplish it 

within a much shorter time“.

“We began setting up the tent city with 12 
tents at 10 and finished at 21. The original 

plan previewed four days and we did our 
utmost to accomplish it within a much 

shorter time“.
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We arrived to the training range at “Orzysz”, for the Ana-
konda-16 with the NRF Company which was certified in 

2015 in order to test our capabilities and maintain readi-
ness. The Exercise is an opportunity to demonstrate our 

interoperability with the partners and allies 
The preparations for the NRF were extensive. We were 

certified for NRF a year ago, but we continued prepar-
ing as we are in the multi-year training cycle which 

comprises evaluations and practice. Every six months 
we take part in an exercise, home or intenational.  

This is our third exercise over the past seven months.  
The transportation of Patrias and other vehicles and of other 

necessary equipment (containers, machines) to Poland was 
a considerable challenge for the Croatian Armed Forces – 

the biggest in the past ten years - but the logistic units 
have done an excellent job. 

Everything has been done impeccably and timely.  We 
prepared long for the task, and here have an opportunity 

to test in a realistic setting. 
In addition to the exercise of defence and attack, one of our 

objectives was to test the interoperability with other par-
ticipants. We have been assigned to the multinational U.S. 

battalion, comprising the Croatian and Lithuanian company. 
We tested the interoperability by swapping the platoons 

– my company comprises two organic Croatian platoons 
and a U.S platoon, while one Croatian platoon has been 

assigned to the U.S. company and so far it has worked well. 
It is an immense honour to represent the Republic of Croatia 

and our Battalion in a large exercise of the kind, alongside 
a huge number of participants from all over the world and 

to exercise along with the world’s largest military.

1 st Lieutenant saša Đerić,
COMMANDER OF THE NRF COMPANy 2016,

MEMBER OF THE BATTALION “GROMOVI“ OF THE
GUARDS MOTORISED BRIGADE
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What is the importance of the exercise “anakonda 
16“, seen from natO perspective?

The Exercise “Anakonda“ is a traditional biannual 
exercise of the Polish Armed Forces, and Anakonda 

16 is also the largest exercise of the USAREUR and 
the largest joint exercise in the past few years. It 

engaged over 31,000 participants, 3,000 vehicles, 
100 aircraft and 12 vessels  from 23 NATO and 

partner countries in training ranges throughout 
Poland.

It was staged as a response to the modern-day threats 
and a demonstration of readiness, unity and solidarity 

of NATO member nations.
The Exercise scenario was defensive, testing the joint 

operations conduct ability and the engagement of 
massive troops from a number of NATO and Partner-

ship for Peace nations. 
The objective of the Exercise was to integrate the 

forces and place them under a unified command and 
control system, to engage them in defensive opera-

tions and create the conditions for the entry of the 
allied forces into combat operations. 

The Alliance did demonstrate its ability to operate 
collectively and to guarantee security of each member.

What does the participation in “anakonda 16“ 
mean for the Croatian armed Forces“?

The Croatian Armed Forces have again proved their 
readiness and interoperability in an international 

environment. 

Albeit small-sized, the CAF are well equipped, ready 
and capable of executing any assigned task. Through 

their participation in peace operations, international 
exercises and continuous organisational adjustments 

and modernisation to the extent possible, they con-
stantly prove the successful integration into NATO. 

The value of “Anakonda-16” is in the fact that it 
engaged a first Croatian contingent – a manoueuvre 

unit reinforced with the combat and service support 
elements in all segments of the command and control. 

Could You provide a brief summary of the exercise 
and the performance of the Croatian participants? 

Members of the Armed Forces did a good job rep-
resenting Croatia in the Exercise, side by side with 

members of the armed forces of allied and partner 
countries.

The Mechanised Company of the “Gromovi” Battalion 
stationed at the Training Range “Orzysz” integrated a 

U.S. Platoon and a platoon of “Gromovi” was assignd 
to the U.S. companyn respectively, and we also had 

Croatian officers assigned to the U.S Battalion. This 
was a great interoperability testing the tactics from 

the platoon up to the battalion level. 
The NBC Battalion’s Decontamination Battalion was 

stationed at the military training ground “Żagań” 
and assigned to the Slovenian company within the 

Polish Battalion. 
The personnel of the Support Command was tasked 

with preparing the living and operating conditions 

internat ional mil itary exercise

THE CROATIAN PARTICIPANTS IN THE EXERCISE (STATIONED IN THE DRAWSkO POMORSkIE TRAINING RANGE) WERE VIS-
ITED By THE CHIEF OF THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES, GeneraL MirkO šundOv. GENERAL 

ŠUNDOV ANSWERED OUR qUESTIONS ON THE CROATIAN EXPERIENCES FROM THE EXERCISE AND ITS IMPORTANCE. 
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for the Croatian forces and assisted the U.S. forces in 
the Training Range “Orzysz”, discharging and trans-

porting over 350 t of containerised cargo, for which 
they received a number of commendations from the 

U.S. participants. 
The members of the Military Police Regiment op-

erated within the MNMPBAT with the Polish, the 
Czech, the Slovak and the U.S Military Police. The 

Special Operations Team Unit (SOTU) of the Spe-
cial Forces Command was assigned to the Polish 

Special Forces.
The Croatian forces have again demonstrated high 

compatibility and interoperability with other Allies. 
What can be said of the capability and trainedness 

of the Croatian armed Forces compared to the al-
lied and partner forces? 

The capabilities and readiness of the members of the 
Croatian Armed Forces are equal to those of the allied 

and partner nations’. The Croatian soldiers are hard-
working individuals and evince exemplary adaptability 

to new demands. Over the past years the Croatian 
Armed Forces have evolved into a widely respected 

institution, partly also for the continuous education 
and training, and their value in the development of 

the human potentials.The training system is constantly 
adjusted to ensure readiness for the implementation 

of their regular national tasks and for the participa-
tion in international peace support operations alike.

In that regard NATO standards of preparation, or-

ganisation and exercise conduct and the evaluation 
are fully implemented. Special attention is paid to 

the training and practice with regard to the mainte-
nance and the use of the existing and newly procured 

weapons and military equipment. 
Our goals are to invest into the personnel and as-

sets; in order to fulfill them our focus will remain on 
the human resources, to train and motivate them 

for the exercise of their tasks using functional and 
well-maintained weapons and equipment. Speaking 

as Chief of the General Staff, I would be happy to 
see more investment into all segments of the Armed 

Forces, but we have to accomodate to the situation 
and manage the available resources wisely, which is 

what I have insisted on.
What are the plans for the post-exercise period?

All remarks made during the Exercise, both affirma-
tive and negative, need to be analysed thoroughly 

and incorporated into the training and practice 
system as “lessons learned“. This is the main value 

of the participation in an Exercise of the kind - 
to gain experience, test the acquired capability 

level and compare own capabilities with the allies’ 
and partners’ and design new plans of training and 

exercises. 
It should be underlined by all means that the Croatian 

Armed Forces have regularly conducted joint exercises 
with live-fire shooting and the capability building for 

kinetic warfare.
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The sole unit of the Croatian Armed Forces directly 
subordinated to NATO is of a recent date yet attained 
full operational capability far earlier than planned. 
In 2015 it conducted as many as 48 international 
activities and in 2017 its members are to be deployed 
to operations in  Afghanistan and Turkey. The unit is 
the Deployable Communications Module, which has 
contributed significantly to NATO’s exercise “Brilliant 
Jump 16“ conducted in SW Poland in May 2016, en-
gaging 22 members of the DCM Company led by the 
Commander, Captain Mario Lukežić. The Company 
prepared for the Exercise in Germany from 13-14 
May, and from 20 to 31 May were engaged provid-
ing CIS support to JFC in the Military Training Area 
at Žagan in Poland  between the Command Post in 
Brunssum and the Operations Hq in the Exercise 
Area. “At the Training Area at Žagan we familiarised 
ourselves with the conditions and the operation of 
the company which the day earlier had been rated 
excellent according to the CREVAL system“. 
Having travelled hundreds of kilometers the press 
delegation, including the CROMIL team, still had 

a few posts to cross. At the security post, which 
detects and bars smartphones,  cameras and other 
electronic gadget the point where the DCM Company 
is stationed along with its sophisticated communica-
tions equipment is isolated with a barb-wire and a 
security door.  The atmosphere in the DCM “office“ 
is professional and positive, indicating the high level 
of motivation of young NCOs who applied gladly 
for the unit at its establishment. Each one of them 
is a computer and signal experts, combined with 
rts, signal experts and C and E driving categories 
drivers Although separated from their families for 
long days, they are highly motivated and enjoy the 
respect by the allies and partners.

”We are satisfied with our performance here, as so is 
the Command of the 1st NATO Signal Battalion who 
evaluated us. We have been rated excellent, which 
is the highest rate in the CREVAL scale“
Once completed, the report by NATO Signal Battalion 

internat ional co-operat ion

The members of The Deployable CommuniCaTions moDule have Taken an impressive
parT in naTo exerCise “brillianT Jump 16“, ConDuCTeD in sW polanD in may 2016.
as many as 22 members of The Company, sTaTioneD in The miliTary Training
area Zagan in sW polanD,  Were engageD proviDing Cis serviCes anD
mainTenanCe To JfC beTWeen iTs CommanD posT in brunssum anD The
operaTions hq in The exerCise area

ExcEllEnt ratings

Deployment to Resolute Support Mission and the Operation Active Fence 
The forthcoming activities of the Company include the pre-deployment training for Resolute Support

mission (18 members) and the Operation Active Fence in Turkey (seven members), where they will serve in 
4-month rotations (from February to June 2017). In 2017 the DCM is taking part in two exercises - “Steadfast 

Cobalt 17“ and  “Trident Javelin 17“, followed by the stand-by period for NRF/VJTF in the course of 20108. 

Croatian DCM in the exerCise

Brilliant
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will be certified by the Commander of the NCIS Group 
(a two-star general). In March 2016 they received a 
NATO deployable C2 signal system which they oper-
ated in support to the Exercise in Poland.
The DCM commenced the service in September 2014. 
Its organisation structure contains 56 posts (two offic-
er posts and 54 NCOposts). It is under the operational 
command of NATO Signal Battalion and under the 
administrative authority of the Croatian Armed Forc-
es, and belongs to NATO force command structure.   
Their task is highly dynamic and demanding, keep-
ing them abroad for extended periods of time. Con-
ducting as many as 48 activities the Company’s 
personnel (40 ) spent 1860 days on duty in 2015, 
compared to 4000 days in 2016 in total (100-150 
days per member). 
The members of the DCM Company have taken part 
in five NATO-led exercises, two in the current year 
-  “Trident Jaguar 16“ in Turkey and “Brilliant Jump 
16“ in Poland. The exercise in Turkey entailed the 
evaluation of the Company for FOP of individuals 
and units as Force Provider, while in Poland they 

underwent the integral testing for FOP as Service 
provider. The planned activities for 2017 include 
Resolute Support Mission (Afghanistan) and the 
Operation “Active Fence“ (Turkey).

”I have to extend appreciation to the Project Team 
of the Croatian Ministry of Defence for the support 
with the establishment and setup of the national 
DCM Foxtrot and towards full operational capability. 
We also owe appreciation to the Headquarters of 
NATO 1st Signal Battalion  which built the required 
capacities. The credit also goes to the members of 
the Module who implemented the tasks“.The Module 
is manned on a voluntary basis. All activities in the 
past two years have been fulfilled, there have been 
no fluctuations and the staff is professional and mo-
tivated. It is hardly surprising that FOC was attained 
before the most optimistic estimates indicated so“. 
The training and preparation are highly complex, in-
tegrating the high computer skills with other compe-

Author: Petra Kostanjšak, Photos by: Petra Kostanjšak
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tEamwork and intEnsivE training

The members of the 
DCM Company have 
taken part in five 
NATO-led exercises, 
two in the current 
year -  “Trident 
Jaguar 16“ in Turkey 
and “Brilliant Jump 
16“ in Poland.

Jump  16
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tences. Some commercial courses and the courses 
administered by NATO CIS Training Centre in Latina, 
Italy require the synthesis of comprehensive refer-
ence materials (1,200 – 1,500 pages). The criteria 
for some posts comprise 15 complex courses fpr the 
Initial Operational Capabilities and as many training 
programmes to attain Full Operational Capability, 
which illustrates the level of demand and dynamics 
implied in leading the Company.  

Furthermore, the required English skills level is 
STANAG 2222., driving licence of C and E categories. 
The commander said that the required training for 
C and E drivers would be organised at the national 
level. What remains to be done is the completion of 
the new fixed accomodation facility at Pleso, pro-
viding the Company with the appropriate security 
infrastructure to install any NATO communication 
system“.

internat ional co-operat ion

 At the Distinguished Visitors Day the tanks of the Polish Armed Forces, reinforced by 
the Spanish, the UK and Albanian infantry forces, achieved the anticipated objective 
entering the operations area and neutralising the enemy, thus closing the Exercise 
“Brilliant Jump 16  Deployex“.
The exercise was conducted in Wroclaw and at the Military Training Area Žagan in Poland 
from 17 – 26 May 2016 by the renforced NATO VJTF, which was tasked with transferring 
their personnel, equipment and weapons to the area of operations by sea, land or air, with-
in the shortest term. The CIS support to the Exercise was provided by the Croatian DCM. 
Under the command of the JFC and the MNC North-east (stationed in Sczezcin, 
Poland) the Command of the VJTF led by Spain conducted deployment of forces to 
the determined area and moved towards the mission execution. The VJTF forces 
concept was agreed on the Wales summit, to provide forces deployable to crisis 
areas at very short notice (three to five days).

”The first VJTF forces have been established and trained for deployment to crisis areas and 
perform any task within a short time. On the “Žagan” Training Area we witnessed to a  
successful integration of units from various participating nations, implementing the goals 
of the Wales Summit, with the support from MNC Northeast, which co-ordinated the entire 
activity“, said General Salvatore Farina, the Commander of JFC Brunssum, in the Military 
Training Area “Žagan”, where the Exercise was conducted and attended by a number of 
senior visitors from NATO and partner nations.

The Deployable CIS Module (DCM) is a modullary unit es-
tablished as CIS component within NATO CIS group (NCISG) 
within NATO command structure. The NISG consists of three 
signal battalions, each of whom comprises six DCM elements. 
The DCMs are assigned with setup, maintenance and opera-
tion of CIS systems of the deployable NATO Force Commands 
(<250 members) in the area of operations, missions and 
exercises. Deployable units are transferrable to any part of 
the world within relatively short time to the determined  
spot, where they will provide communications services and 
support. The expenses of the deployment, the personnel 
and the equipment are a NATO responsibility. 

Brilliant Jump 16 - the first test of the Joint
Very high readiness Forces

What does DCM stand for?
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The CROMIL team visited two exercise locations. The 
members of the Croatian Armed Forces engaged 
in Slovenia deployed two CIMIC teams, a medical 
team practicing the procedures in the U.S. ROLE 2 
and one JTAC team. 
For us the most attractive segment was the exercise 
at the training range near Slunj. The CROMIL team 
arrived on 19 September, in the final week, when the 
primary training groups left the base tent city upon 
the order by the respective multinational battalion-
level Command (HICON) to position themselves in 

their respective assembly areas. The exercise was 
conducted by three companies: a Slovenian company 
A, with an attached platoon from the Armed Forces 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina, a U.S. company B with 
an attached platoon from the Army of Montenegro, 
and the company C, from the 2nd Company of the 
Battalion “Gromovi” of the Guards Motorised Bri-
gade. The companies were reinforced by medical 
teams of the U.S.Army and JTAC teams from the 
Croatian Armed Forces, the Hungarian Defence 
Forces and the U.S Army. Officers and NCOs from 

internat ional mil itary exercise

immEDiatE
rESpOnSE 16
The inTernaTional exerCise ImmedIate Response, Co-organiseD by The armeD forCes of The 
republiC of CroaTia anD of The republiC of slovenia, supporTeD by The usareur  engageD 
more Than 2,000 paRtIcIpants. The solDiers from The Three CounTries Were JoineD by The 
members of The armies of albania, bosnia anD herZegovina, monTenegro, kosovo, hungary, 
maCeDonia anD The uniTeD kingDom. The exerCise Was DiviDeD inTo five inDiviDual exerCise 
evenTs ConDuCTeD aT five DifferenT loCaTions. CroaTia hosTeD The TraDiTional lanD miliTary 
exerCise aT The Training range “eugen kvaTernik” near slunJ from 11 – 21 septembeR.

Author: Domagoj Vlahović, Photos by: Tomislav Brandt
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the six countries also composed the HICON, com-
manded by Major Samir Mršić of the Pauci Battalion 
of the Guards Motorised Brigade. 
More than 500 soldiers stationed in the Training 
Range had been in the field for a week up to then, 
honing the individual and joint capabilities of con-
ventional military operations by motorised and 
light infantry The Croatian and the Slovenian units 
brought their Patrias and Svarun vehicles to the 
Exercise site, and the Minnesota National Guard 
detached an infantry company. Each company took 
turns at the sequential training divided into three 
parts: the seizing of the assembly areas, movement 
to contact and offensive.   
The heavy rain that was falling at the time when we 
visited the Range helped the units take better and 
covered positions in the assembly areas. Each com-
pany positioned the security elements throughout 
its responsibility zone – the Training Group (the Blue 
group) had to be sure at all times against the traps 

from the opposing side (the Red group). 
The U.S. side provided the support from the DISE 
simulation system for the land part of the Exer-
cise. It is similar to the MILES system operated by 
the Combat Training Centre at the Training Range 
near Slunj. All weapons, the larger calibre of the 
armoured vehicles included, were fitted with the 
recognisable laser-emitting modules which aim and 
engage the enemy and the soldiers wore the gear 
with sensors detecting the hits. Each unit used its 
standard weapons, so the Croatian soldiers fired 
from the VHS2, the Slovenians from the FN2000 
and the B&H from the Colt M-4 .
The Exercise Co-director, Colonel Tomislav Pavičić 
underlined that the most demanding aspect of the 
exercise was to integrate effectively the various 
units, assets and the communications equipment 
and said that the exercise was a highly relevant 
experience for the members of the Croatian Armed 
Forces and of other as well. 

internat ional mil itary exercise

The objective of the 
Exercise Immediate 
Response 16 was to 
confidence building 
and promotion of 
regional stability and 
security, enhancement 
of partner capabilities 
and interoperability 
of the Armed Forces 
of NATO nations and 
Partnership for Peace 
countries. The Exercise 
was conducted for third 
consecutive time since 
2011, concurrently in 
Croatia and Slovenia 
from 9 – 23 September 
2016. 
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The Croatian and Slovenian companies demon-
strated the tactical movement, the contact with 
the enemy and MEDEVAC, and the Patria crews 
responded to an ambush.  The Hungarian JTAC 
team demonstrated the call for close air support 
(CAS), which was responded to by a U.S.F-16 from 
the Base in Aviano, Italy, which added to the attrac-
tiveness of the Exercise. The Visitors Day brought 
more clamour and fi re than the previous day.  The 
exercise scenario was complemented with the at-
tacks by the opposing side, impersonated by the 
members of the Battalion “Puma” of the Guards 
Armoured Mechanised Brigade. 
Lieutenant General Mate Ostović, the Commander of 
the Croatian Army explained that the exercises such 
as Immediate Response serve to practice and test 
the capabilities in an international environment, and 
the Exercise itself improves the overall co-operation 
of allies and partners.  Lieutenant General Ostović 
also praised the performance of the participants. 
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“Immediate Response 16“ was the staff  computer-assisted 
command post simulation exercise (CAX/CPX) from 9 – 22 
September 2016 in two linked locations – Zagreb and Postojna 
(Slovenia). Two battalion staff s (“Gromovi“ Battalion of the 
Guards Motorised Brigade and the 2nd Battalion of the 135 
Brigade of the Minnesota National Guard) operated in the 
Simulation Centre of the Training and Doctrine Command in 
Zagreb, while the task reinforced battalion-sized staff s of the 
74th Infantry Regiment of the 72nd Brigade of the Slovenian 
Armed Forces and the reinfoced 1st Regiment of the Royal 
Army’s Welsh Guards were headquarted in the Barracks “Anton 
Čehovin” in Postojna, Slovenia. 
The four units were the primary training groups, along with 
the command elements of individual companies and individual 
operators of various specialties from the units. Zagreb was the 
seat of the multinational motorised brigade-level command 
(HICON). The CAX comprised offi  cers and NCOs of the Croatian 
Armed Forces, the Slovenian Armed Forces and of the armies 
of Kosovo, Macedonia, the U.S and the UK. 
The primary objectives of the computer-supported exercise 
employing the JCATS system were the upgrade and testing of 
interoperability between the Allied nations armed forces and the 
partner countries, as well as the improved performance of indi-
vidual and joint tactical and technical procedures. The Exercise 
scenario included conventional military operations (defence and 
off ensive), complemented with the elements of asymmetrical and 
hybrid operations characteristic of modern doctrines. 
“Working in an international environment, synchronising 
the operation of the many units and their members from 
various countreis is a challenging experience”, said Colonel 
Ivan Galović, the HICON Commander, during the Exercise. 
Major Samuel Andrews of the Minnesota National Guard, a 
planning offi  cer, told us that the Exercise was preceded by 
nine months of preparations and commended the support 
from the personnel of the Croatian and Slovenian simula-
tion centres. 

Cax in the siMULations Centres

The primary training 
objectives were as 
follows: the conduct 
of a full spectrum of 
operations in response 
to a hybrid threat, the 
support to the hu-
manitarian assistance 
operations and Disaster 
Relief operations, and 
the practicing of the 
Host Nation Support, 
comprising all aspects: 
the Reception, Staging, 
Onward Movement and 
Integration (RSOM&I).
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Five OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopters from the 
project of equipment of the Croatian Armed Forces 
with scout/attack helicopters, supported by the U.S. 
government and the U.S. Army were presented in 
the 93rd Air Base at Zemunik on 10 August 2016.  
The presentation was attended by the President 
of the Republic as Supreme Commander of the 
Croatian Armed Forces Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović, 
the U.S Ambassador to the Republic of Croatia, 
H.E. Julieta Valls-Noyes, the senior officials of the 
Ministry of Defence and the representatives of the 
93rd Air Base and the Helicopter Squadron, to which 
the helicoptes will be assigned. 
The introductory presentation was delivered by 
Colonel Davor Tretinjak, the Head of the Project 
Team and the Chief of Staff of the 93rd Air Base, 
who briefed the invitees on the overall project com-
prising the selection, transportation, reception and 
introduction of helicopters into operational service, 
as well as on their specifications and the utility for 
the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence. The first 
five helicopters, three simulators, the weapons and 
other respective equipment were delivered to the 
base at Zemunik  in late July aboard a U.S. C-5, 
whereas the remaining 11 and the equipment are 
due later via the same route Alabama – the Zemunik 
Air Base.  

croatian a ir force and a ir defence 

First Five
Kiowa warriors

”The Oh-58D KiOwa warriOr helicOpTers 
will upgraDe The cOmbaT reaDiness
Of The crOaTian armeD fOrces; They 
are primarily useD TO prOTecT The 

sOvereignTy anD securiTy Of The
republic Of crOaTia anD TO prOviDe 

suppOrT TO The allieD effOrTs in
The OngOing anD fuTure missiOns”,

saiD The presiDenT During The
presenTaTiOn aT The ZemuniK

air base

The Kiowa Warrior helicopters were manufactured 
in the period 2010 – 2012 and subsequently entered 
the operational service (from 2012 – 2015). They are 
taken over inclusive with the standard weapons set, 
the optical boresight system, the communication 
and navigation equipment and the respective live 
ammunition (12.7 mm, the Hydra non-guided mis-
siles and the Hellfire 114-AGM missiles).

The first five Kiowas 
and the equipment 
have been delivered 
to Croatia on 30 July 
2016. The procurement 
project comprises the 
equipment with 16 
helicopters, the training 
of the pilots and air 
technicians and the 
setup of the user-level 
attending and mainte-
nance logistic system, 
which will ensure a new 
scout/attack helicopter 
capability.
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The primary purpose is reconnaissance and attack.
The Defence Minister Josip Buljević extended ap-
preciation to the United States, the main Croatian 
ally in defence and security and its strategic partner 
for the donation, which continued the years-long 
bilateral co-operation. 
“The Kiowa Warrior helicopters provide the Croa-
tian Armed Forces with new defence capabilities. 
The members of the Croatian Air Force and Air 
Defence – pilots and technicians – received modern 
assets to motivate them for new moves, expanded 
knowledge and skills and new experiences. The 
introduction of the helicopters also demonstrates 
our determination to complete the process of the 
replacement of the Soviet-produced equipment with 
modern western-made assets. The Kiowa helicop-
ters flown by the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence 
will constitute a new value in the response to the 
modern security threats and a new tool in the en-
hancement of the security architecture.
The helicopters constitute but a segment of the 
strong support and assistance received by the Re-
public of Croatia and its military from their strategic 
partner. The overall assistance provided by the U.S. 

Author: Vesna Pintarić, Željko Stipanović, Photos by: T. Brandt, S. Brigljević, J. Kopi
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arrive iN Croatia
oH-58D

By late July 2017 the 
first group of pilots 
and air technicians are 
expected to complete 
the conversion training 
on the OH-58D Kiowa 
helicopters, whereby the 
Croatian Armed Forces 
will attain the IOC.

FOC and the conversion 
training completed by 
the entire flight and 
technician personnel 
are  expected in summer 
2018.
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through various programmes totalled hundreds 
of millions of USD“. The Minister also expressed 
confidence in continued development of the bilateral 
co-operation of the two countries and their armed 
forces to mutual benefit.
The U.S. Ambassador H.E. Julieta Valls-Noyes 
stressed that the modernisation of the Croatian 
helicopter fleet was a goal for the Croatia and the 
U.S. and that the broad spectrum of civil-military 
tasks enabled by the helicopters will expand the 
Croatian military capabilities, particularly in peace 
support missions. The Ambassador also stated that 
the Republic of Croatia was a credible and respon-
sible U.S.’s partner and ally in southeast Europe 
and a model for other countries for the building 
and contribution to common security environment.
President  Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović underscored 
that the equipment of the Croatian Air Force and Air 
Defence with Kiowa Warrior helicopters was con-
ducted with the assistance from the U.S. – Croatia’s 
strategic ally, and that it reflected the confidence of 
the U.S. into the Croatian defence capabilities and 
potential. The President stated that the helicopters 
will upgrade the Croatian Armed Forces’ combat 
readiness,and that their primary purpose lied in 
the protection of the sovereignty and security of the 
Republic of Croatia and in providing support to the 
allied efforts in the ongoing and future missions. 
The President emphasised that the security envi-

ronment called for increased investment into the 
acquisition of modern systems (the Kiowa helicop-
ters being a first step) and announced the continued 
equipment with western-produced transport heli-
copters. The President extended commendations 
to the entire team of the Ministry of Defence and of 
the Croatian Armed Forces included in the project 
and the appreciation to the United States for the 
support and friendship particularly visible in defence 
and security. 
The project of introduction of the OH-58D Kiowa 
Warrior helicopters into the operational service 
entails the equipment of the Croatian Air Force 
with 16 OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopters, the 
overall training for pilots and technicians and the 
establishment of the logistic system of attendance 
and user maintenance, to provide new scout/attack 
helicopter capability. 
To fulfill overall contractual obligations (totalling 
34.8 million USD) a portion of the funds in the 
amount of 20.1 million USD will be provided from 
the U.S. assistance, and the remaining part (14.7 mil 
USD) from the Ministry of Defence’s budget respec-
tively. Along with these, the Croatian Ministry will 
have to cover the VAT in the amount of 90 mil kuna.  
The precise purchase price for 16 new helicopters ( 
the “flyaway cost“ of a helicopter totals 13 mil USD)  
and three simulators  amounts to over 220 mil USD 
(cca 1.5  billion kuna).

croatian a ir force and a ir defence 

The Kiowa Warrior 
helicopters were 
manufactured in 
the period 2010 
– 2012 and subse-
quently entered the 
operational service 
(from 2012 – 2015). 
They are taken over 
inclusive with the 
standard weapons 
set, the optical 
boresight system, 
the communication 
and navigation 
equipment and 
the respective live 
ammunition (12.7 
mm, the Hydra 
non-guided missiles 
and the Hellfire 114-
AGM missiles. The 
primary purpose is 
reconnaissance and 
attack).

President  Kolinda Grabar-Kitarović under-
scored that the equipment of the Croatian 
Air Force and Air Defence with Kiowa War-
rior helicopters was conducted with the as-
sistance from the U.S. – Croatia’s strategic 
ally, and that it reflected the confidence of 
the U.S. into the Croatian defence capabili-
ties and potential.
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The Kiowas are 
primarily scout/at-
tack helicopters. In 
combat situations 
they are used for an-
ti-armour fighting, 
close air support 
(CAS) and very close 
air support (VCAS), 
convoy escort and 
protection, correc-
tion and guidance of 
artillery precision 
fire and urban op-
erations. They also 
have the capability 
of engaging surface 
targets at day and 
night time, high 
versatility and fire 
capability and self –
protection system. 

The U.S. Ambassador H.E. Julieta Valls-
-Noyes stressed that the modernisation of 
the Croatian helicopter fleet was a goal for 
the Croatia and the U.S. and that the broad 
spectrum of civil-military tasks enabled by 
the helicopters will expand the Croatian 
military capabilities, particularly in peace 
support missions. The Ambassador also 
stated that the Republic of Croatia was a 
credible and responsible U.S.’s partner and 
ally in southeast Europe and a model for 
other countries for the building and contri-
bution to common security environment.
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What is the total number of the helicopters and 
the takeover timelime? 
All the helicopters have been stored in conditioned spaces in the 
U.S. since 27 April, in order to maintain the airworthiness to be 
usable upon the arrival to the Base at Zemunik. The helicopters 
will be delivered along with the equipment and escorted by the 
U.S. Air Force instructors who will perform trial flights on each 
helicopter in accordance with the required national procedure 
for entering into the Croatian Register of Military Aircraft and the 
issue of the Certificate of Airworthiness. The first contingent with 
five helicopters, all simulators, spare parts and the equipment 
was delivered by C-5 directly to the 93 Air Base on 30 July 2016. 

The Kiowa Warrior helicopters were manufactured in the period 2010 – 2012 and subsequently 
entered the operational service (from 2012 – 2015). They are taken over inclusive with the 
standard weapons set, the optical boresight system, the communication and navigation equip-
ment and the respective live ammunition (12.7 mm, the Hydra non-guided missiles and the 
Hellfire 114-AGM missiles. We shall also receive three OH-58D simulators to use for training of 
air technicians and the pilots systems and powerplant. The helicopters are maintained accord-
ing to the principle ”on condition”, meaning that with due maintenance and replacement of 
individual components the helicopters have limitless period of service and are employable as 
long as they meet the minimum technical specifications.

The overall procedure from the initial talks to the delivery took 
two years, which is a short period given the value of the pro-
curement.  It will be concluded when FOC is attained, within 
two years as expected. 

What will the Kiowa helicopters be employed for 
in the Croatian Armed Forces?  
The Kiowas are primarily scout/attack helicopters. In combat 
situations they are used for anti-armour fighting, close air sup-
port (CAS) and very close air support (VCAS), convoy escort 
and protection, correction and guidance of artillery precision 
fire and urban operations. 
The Kiowa helicopters, to give a fuller picture of their purpose, 
will provide the aerial command and control capability enabled 
by the in-built modern communication systems with digital 
modems and protected channels, providing timely and thorough 
information necessary to decision makers on the ground. The 
helicopters enable the detection and automatic transmission of 
accurate target information to the artillery and missile units and 
the necessary adjustments; day and night time surface target 
engaging enabled by the modern target acquisition technology. 
The helicopters have high versatility and fire capability and 
resilience to detection and enemy counter-action. 
They will provide the capability of escort and protection of troop 
transporting helicopters, the upgraded support to civilian institu-
tions in any conditions and against all levels of threat; day and 
night time land and sea search for the victims; the control over 
the land and sea borders with the capability of interception and 
target aquisition, the alert for natural and man-made disasters 
and the transmission of video imagery into headquarters in 
crisis situations. 
Put briefly, the Kiowa helicopters will multiply the existing ca-
pabilities and their modern technology will greatly expand the 
capacities of the Croatian Armed Forces. 

The Kiowa helicopters are similar to the Bell 
206B training helicopters operated and sed for 
training by the pilots of the Croatian Air Force 
and Air Defence. Will that mean easier adapta-
tion to the new helicopter and how long the 
conversion training will last?   
The experience of operating the Bells 206B actually shortens the 
training for 2 - 3 months. The trainedness for Bell 206 B was 
indeed one of the requirements set by the U.S. The instructors 
with over 1500 flying hours on the Bell helicopters will take the 
training first, in order to reduce the training timeline and the cost.  

croatian a ir force and a ir defence 

Colonel Davor TreTinjak,
HeaD of THe ProjeCT Team anD CHief of STaff of THe 93rD air BaSe
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The introduction of the western technology will modernise the 
Croatian Armed Forces and help develop new capabilities. It will 
also enable the training and preparation of new generations of 
combat pilots. In combat situations the helicopters are oper-
ated by two pilots, one operating the weapon systems and the 
helicopter itself while the other pilot operates the MMS, and 
otherwise only one pilot is in the cockpit.  

The helicopters will be housed at the 93rd Air 
Base Zemunik. What benefit will it bring to
the Base?
The helicopters will be introduced into operational service in 
the Helicopter Squadron and the Air Technical Battalion of the 
93rd Air Base, which have been restructured to receive the new 
assets. A new Squadron has been established that will comprise 
the OH-58D and Bell 206B and is manned by the members of 
the present Helicopter Squadron of the 93rd Base. The Level I 
and Level II maintenance will be integrated and assigned to the 
Maintenance Company – a unit of the new Squadron, facilitating 
the maintenance and increasing the flexibility of the Squadron. 
In terms of infrastructure only minimal investments are neces-
sary. Thus, on the technical and infrastructure side the Base is 
ready to receive the helicopters and to store them in hangars.  

The helicopters are delivered along with the simulators,
as You have said? 
The simulator was delivered with the first helicopters. It is a bladeless helicopter, without the 
main and tail rotors and is used for training of flight and technician personnel. The technicians 
will train on the engine and the avionics and the pilots will practice the use of MMS, which is 
a highly sophisticated and demanding system that requires simultaneous flying and target ac-
quisition. During the training process the MMS simulates faults which the technicians practice 
fixing. Also, in the event of an error on the aircraft it detects it and its location, facilitating the 
operation and maintenance. 

The conversion training and familiarisation of the members of the 
Croatian Armed Forces for OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopters, as 
agreed, will be conducted by the instructor team of the Integra-
tion Innovation Inc. in the 93rd Air Base Zemunik.  
The training of the air technicians and of pilots is synchronised 
with the overall delivery dynamics and will be administered as 
the air technicians and pilot training modules, launched in mid-
August and lasting nominally for 56 weeks. 
The 25-week conversion training will be taken by 44 air techni-
cians (38 from the Croatian Armed Forces and six employees 
of the Aviation Technical Centre) assigned into two specialties: 
air engine and instruments, avionics and weapons (which is a 
novelty for the Croatian Armed Forces) for the Level I and II 
helicopter maintenance respectively. It will be preceded by a 
two-week training for two to four air technicians for the opera-
tion of the complex simulator. The training completed and the 
respective certificates issued by the U.S. Air Force instructors, all 
air technicians will be prepared and authorised for autonomous 
attending and maintenance of the helicopters. 
The training of the air technician personnel and the flight training 
for eight pilots by the principle train the trainers (combat training 
on single helicopters and tactical training in pairs and with more 
helicopters, which will comprise land target engaging with the 
12.7-mm live ammunition, the training 70-mm unguided rockets 
and the training Hellfire missiles and the continued training for 
test pilots) until the full capability of autonomous administra-
tion of all types of training on the Kiowa helicopters is achieved 
will take 32 weeks. 
The conversion training and the training of the trainers of air 
technicians and pilots will qualify  the Croatian Air Force and Air 
Defence for autonomous administration of the training for the 
Kiowa helicopters; the rest of the members of the Squadron will 
be trained immediately upon its completion. The training will be 
our permanent task, in accordance with the Squadron’s mission. 

The helicopters will help restore the helicopter 
combat component? 
The procurement of the OH-58D Kiowa Warrior helicopters is of 
major significance for the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence and 
the Armed Forces in general, as the helicopters are essentially the 
Army equipment and used mostly in support to the land forces. 
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The “Wings of Storm” Aerobatic Team has since its 
establishment had 41 successful and well-received 
performances in 13 countries, but the generations 
of its pilots have wished to fly at the RIAT. So in 
2015, soon after the new composition of the Team 
was presented, the RIAT organisers contacted the 
“Wings” wishing to include them into the 2016 pro-
gramme. Upon the approval of the performance at 
RIAT and another air show in 2016, the “Wings of 
Storm” began preparing for the flight to the UK and 
the long-awaited performances. 
The flyover to the UK being the longest flight per-
formed by the “Wings of Storm” and the first in-
ternational experience for most pilots, it was clear 
that the participation at the Royal International Air 
Tattoo would be the most demanding task for the 
Croatian Air Force and Air Defence Aerobatic Team 
so far.  In addition, the Team had to arrive in time for 
the rehearsal before the Flying Control Committee 

(FCC) to obtain the clearance for the main event. The 
Mi-171 Sh crew shared a similar challenge having 
to fly over a long distance within 24-h span.   Both 
crews were lucky with the weather on their travel 
days, and were able to land at the spot – the RAF 
Faiford base precisely at time scheduled, which was 
an achivement for the helicopter crew, who spent 
nine hours flying straight. 
The pilots of the “Wings of Storm“ rehearsed for 
performance the same afternoon: after the arrival 
of the Mi-171Sh at the display stand the Croatian 
Air Force and Air Defence at RIAT was ready for 
presentation at RIAT.   
The first day of the show featured an exhibition and 
only a brief flying programme for the VIP visitors, 
while the second day began with hostile and change-
able weather and low clouds, wherefore the display 
teams had to perform at lower altitudes. The “Wings 
of Storm”, who had their maiden performance at 

riat 2016 air show

Krila Oluje
riaT 16

win The besT perfOrmance award in

The 2016 perfor-
mance of “Wings of 
Storm“ at  RIAT-u 
and the prestig-
ious award won 
have crowned the 
11 years of their 
service. 
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RIAT thus had to omit some of their most attrac-
tive manoeuvres which have become their brand. 
However, they were filed as the 56th international 
air force team performing at RIAT.  
The Mi-171Sh was an attraction of the static display 
owing to its rarity as a Soviet-made aircraft. The 
weather conditions in the flying programme ame-
liorated only slightly before the “Wings of Storm“ 
performed their sequence, which was impressive 
despite the 30-knot wind and a strong turbulence. 
The true merit of the performance was known later, 
at the closing ceremony. 
Unlike most international military air shows which 
don’t entail any awards, the RIAT nurtures its flying 
excellence tradition by bestowing the awards on the 
best performing flying groups. Aware of their flying 
programme quality and their unique manoeuvres, 
the “Wings of Storm” did hope to find themselves 
among the winners, although just to look at the list 

of the participants was discouraging. The good sign 
was however that an organising official asked to 
hear the correct pronunciation of the Team’s name. 
The 1st prize – the King Hussein Memorial Sword, 
awarded for the best overall flying demonstration - is 
the most prestigious  one, in honour to the late King Hus-
sein of Jordan, a long-time patron of the Show. It was 
presented by his son, HRHP Prince Faisal bin Hussein. 
Bestowing the award the chairman of the Flying Con-
trol Committee  stated “For demonstrated precision 
aerobatics in challenging condtions“, the winner was 
still vague to guess“; but when he uttered  “incorpo-
rating novel manoeuvres, not seen before“ the pilots 
of the “Wings of Storm“ realised it was them. 
Winning the 1st Award at the most prestigious in-
ternational military air show seems nearly a year 
after the Team faced dissolution is a most unlikely 
scenario. The prediction of the Team leader, given 
a few weeks after before RIAT, came true.
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 Prepared by: Vesna Pintarić,
 Photos by: Tomislav Haraminčić and
  Josip Kopi

At the lArgest internAtionAl
militAry Air show, the Royal
InteRnatIonal aIR tattoo, held in 
the rAF FAirFord bAse in July 2016  
the CroAtiAn Air ForCe And Air de-
FenCe’s AerobAtiC teAm “WIngs of 
stoRm“ won the most prestigious 
AwArd - the King hussein memoriAl 
sword, For the best overAll Flying 
demonstrAtion... 

The RIAT air show 
is a dream for every 
military pilot as it 
gathers the repre-
sentatives air forces 
from all over the 
world and displays 
the best known 
aircraft makes and 
the best pilots to the 
audience and the 
world public.
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The British Military Aviation Authority requested 
additional guarantees for the flying safety, in ad-
dition to the previously provided flight certificates 
of the Team pilots and the approval for public per-
formance, with the explanation that no pilot had 
competed in a major international military air show 
outside Croatia except for the Team Leader, who re-
sponded: “No additional guarantees are needed. As 
Team Leader I guarantee that the “Wings of Storm” 
are coming not to jeopardise flying safety but to win 
the King Hussein Memorial Sword.
The formal ceremony concluding the RIAT was 
not the hardest assignment for the “Wings“, faced 

with worsened weather conditions, strong wind 
and rain and clouds 150 m high at departure. They 
returned safely to the 91st Air Base, alongside the 
Mi-171 Sh helicopter, and at the entry to Croatia 
were received with a welcome by the Fighter Air-
craft Squadron – two MiGs-21 which escorted them 
to the home runway. The “Wings of Storm” again 
proved to be recognisable and successful ambas-
sadors of the Republic of Croatia, presenting the 
Croatian Air Force and Air Defence and the Croatian 
Armed Forces. The award at the RIAT crowns there                      
11-year service characterised by a series of suc-
cessful performances.

riat 2016 air show

The Croatian Air 
Force and Air 
Defence is the 
56th international 
service displaying 
at RIAT

The Mi-171Sh was an 
attraction of the static 
display owing to its rarity 
as a Soviet-made aircraft
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The participation at 
the Royal International 
Air Tattoo 2016 was 
a long dream come 
true, but it was also a 
greatest challenge for 
the current team...

RIAT is the world’s largest military air show, and is a dream 
for every military pilot. It is a venue for the display of new 
aircraft and of new flying manoeuvres. All the previous teams 
and memers who flew in the “Wings of Storm“ over the past 
11 years wished to perform there, but it only came true for the 
eighth “line-up“ this year.  It was a big challenge as well, as 
we had to perform our longest flyover to the Fairford base, to 
attend a largest air show in terms of the number of participants 
and finally it was the first international performance for the 
majority of the pilots. 

Your prediction that the “Wings of Storm“ were 
coming to win the King Hussein Memorial Sword 
proved true. It reflected self-assurance. What part 
of your performance and aerobatics were decisive 
for this big success?
The pilots recruited for the “Wings of Storm“ are selected 
based on previous performance in the Squadron.  Some of 
them are talent-spotted during their cadet service. The present 
line up were meriting candidates for the Group, and the last 
year’s events brought them in. 
The new members mastered almost entire programme within 
a two-month time, and displayed high motivation, talent 
and will to succeed and no stage fright,  and I knew there 
wouldn’t be any problems. Indeed, they came to RIAT as if it 
was their 50th air show. It is really gratifying to fly together 
with five so competent pilots in the Group and it is the main 
grounds for our confidence and optimism with regard to our 
achievements.  
The decisive element was the novelty of the performance and 
the manoeuvres unique for us and few other similar groups, 
flying turboprop aircraft. The larger groups, which use smoke 
effects need less to rely on difficult elements to impress the au-
dience, rarely aware of how demanding some manoeuvres are. 
This was our first performance at RIAT, winning the impressive 
enthousiasm of the audience. Our reputation was good even 
before the Show, but it was a splendid opportunity for us to 
display our sequence there, which was impressive enough to 
earn us the first award. 
Seeing the names of the participants of the Show it was 
hard to expect anything before the Show, let alone the 
first award, despite our proved quality. However, the en-
thousiasm following our first performance and the King 
Hussein Memorial Sword are the best awards for the five 
young pilots, even more as they won it a year after joining 
the group. This makes them the most successful line-up of 
the “Wings of Storm“.

Lieutenant CoLoneL Damir Barišić, 
“Wings of storm” team LeaDer 

Lieutenant Colonel 
Damir Barišić 
“Wings of Storm“ 
Team Leader: It was 
a pleasure for us to 
attend the RIAT and 
represent Croatia 
in the best of ways. 
We have proved for 
years to have an ex-
cellent pilot school 
and displayed rare 
aerobatic  manoeu-
vres“
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Two smugglers are awaiting the “customers“ in a 
rubber boat tied up to the bitt in the Zečevo cove; 
nothing seems to obstruct them on an ordinary hot 
summer day. Until suddenly they are approached by 
the special forces members in the boat and halted; 
one smuggler killed and the other captured. The ac-
tion is conducted at sea as the smugglers attempt to 
escape, a detachment of special forces is searching 
the coast and the facilities used by the smugglers. 
The action has been executed very convincingly, and 
is a part of the scenario of the joint three-week exer-
cise of the U.S. and Croatian special forces  withtin 

the special forces command 

A joint U.S. & 
CroAtiAn SpeCiAl 

forCeS exerCiSe  
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the Joint Combined Exchange Training(JCET), taking 
place in late July 2016. 
The last operation kicked-off, during the night by 
three teams tasked with special reconnaissance and 
the setting up of observer posts. Team one – the com-
mand element of the operation - conducted special 
reconnaissance on two separate targets. Two assault 
teams (one aboard a helicopter and the other one 
on a speedboat) launched concurrent direct actions 
against the targets. The three teams were supported 
by door gunners in helicopters and CASEVAC. 
The Commander of the Team I of the Croatian Spe-

cial Forces told us that the first week comprised  
the refreshed the Tactical Combat Casualty Care 
procedures and the training range practice (includ-
ing instinctive and situational day/night live-fire 
shooting) . 
During the following two weeks the participants 
focussed on the three main targets of the JCET – 
satellite communications, planning and conduct of 
special operations (direct action, special reconnais-
sance, combat search-and-rescue of the pilots of 
the downed aircraft and the personnnel recovery). 
“One action involved combat search-and-rescue 
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Author: Petra Kostanjšak
Photos by: Josip Kopi

The CroaTian and The U.S. SpeCial 
forCeS in laTe JUly CondUCTed a 
3-week long exerCiSe wiThin The 
JoinT Combined exChange Training 
programme. “The CroaTian SpeCial 
forCeS are doing an exCellenT Job 
and are The beST UniT we have So 
far CollaboraTed“, Said The Com-
mander of The U.S. SpeCial forCeS 
Team afTer The aCTiviTieS

The Commander of the 
U.S. team praised the 
co-operation with the 
Croatian forces. The 
drill has run as planned 
and has been a valuable 
experience in terms 
of learning. The ex-
perience is even more 
relevant when acquired 
with the professional 
partner as the Croatian 
special forces. 
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of the pilots of the downed aircraft at the training 
range “Crvena zemlja“ and the personnel recovery. 
The last action, combining special reconnaissance 
and direct action, was conducted at the Zečevo 
base“, said the Croatian team’s Commander.  
The exercise engaged 33 members of all units of 
the Special Forces Command, and the Commander 
said that all tasks were completed as planned.  
“The Command supervised the entire exercise  
of the special operations. We used satellite 
communications transmitting the voice, data 
and the photos of the terrorist and high-value  
targets taken by of the special teams in the 
field, to the Command, which then issued 
the approval for direct action against these 
targets“, said the Commander. 
The U.S special forces team commander 
was impressed by the performance and 
by the l co-operation with the Croa-

tian forces. “We have completed two operations 
concurrently – the seaborne infiltration into a target 
and the infiltration by helicopter into target 2 . the 
exercise has been successfully concluded and has 
been a  worthy  experience to learn from. 
The  Croatian special forces  are a great partner 
for the operations - the best I may say – and we 
would like to work more in the future“, said the 
Commander of the U.S. team. The operation was 
not concluded with the capturing of the smugglers  
- the members of the U.S. special forces and of the 
Croatian special forces still had to seize the weapons 
and handle the captured person. 
The training scenario was co-designed by the com-
manders of the two teams based on the priorities 
outlined by each side, and the drill elements were 
tailored to the objectives of the U.S. and the Croa-
tian teams. 

the special forces command 
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The fi rst week of the exercise featured the Tactical
Combat Casualty Care (TCCC procedures) and practice
in the shooting ranges, through the instinctive and situational 
daytime/night time live-fi re shooting. During the two following 
weeks the programme was focussed on three primary
objectives of the given JCETu – satellite communications,
planning and conduct of special operations (direct action,
special reconnaissance, combat search-and-rescue and
the personnel recovery).

The Special Forces Command have 
nurtured excellent co-operation 
with the U.S. forces, primarily with 
the U.S. Special Operations Com-
mand (U.S. SOCOM) and the Special 
Operations Command Europe 
(SOCEUR), which is evident in the 
practice events of the kind.

Excellent co-operation
with the U.S. 
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The Croatian media in April 2016 published the 
regular news on the contract signed by the Croa-
tian Ministry of Defence with the Croatian military 
equipment manufacturers who provide a series  
of products and services for the Croatian Armed 
Forces, ranging from the messing services, under-
wear to insurance and tank upgrade. As regards the 
uniforms, already an  internaationallz recognis-
able brand, “Kroko proizvodnja i razvoj“ features 
constantly among the Association of Producers of 
Weapons and Military Equipment. 
The contracts within our multi-year Framework 
Agreement with the Ministry of Defence are always 
concluded in the early months, which facilitates the 
business. The contractors are able to start imple-

menting them in time, to process the requests, order 
the material and make other preparatory steps, says 
Ivan Marenić, the Commercial and Marketing Direc-
tor during our visit to Kroko’s production hall in Sveti 
Ivan Zelina. The Ministry of Defence is an exemplary 
model of planned and managed public procurement 
among the government administration bodies. Direc-
tor Marenić is equally commending of the end users 
- the Croatian soldiers promoting  Kroko-made uni-
forms worldwide, be it in international headquarters, 
delegations or missions and exercises. The feedback 
from them is valuable and is obtained in a direct 
contact with them, not via questionnaires. “The com-
munication with the end users, their experiences and 
the on-site information are our key business facilita-

the croat ian mil itary industry

Croatian    uniform
upgrading tHE nEw

KroKo    staff

Kroko’s combat 
uniform for Croatian 
soldiers comprises 
pants, shirt, jacket, 
backpack, combat 
vest and special 
underwear, and is 
entirely made in 
Croatia, except for 
haberdashery parts 
(buckles and velcro). 
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tor; although the uniforms and personal equipment 
fall into the category of subjectivity, each population 
may have different preferences as to the design of 
the equipment.

A totAl mAkeover
Tradition makes quality – the growth of Kroko fol-
lowed the co-operation with the Ministry of Defence 
and with the Croatian Armed Forces, incepted in the 
Homeland War. Since 2001 Kroko has developed  the 
combat uniforms and launched the present uniforms 
with pixellated pattern of the shape of Croatia. The 
first were the models worn by the Croatian soldiers 
deployed to ISAF, via the widely used green uniform 
to the blue Navy model. The home reference and 

the uniform quality prompted the contracting of the 
equipment of the Army of Montenegro and of the 
Kosovo Security Force, and a series of smaller-scale 
individual and co-operative export deals with  Ger-
many,  Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the South African 
Republic. The latest success was marked in early 
2016, with the deal on the uniform for the Montene-
grin police force – a unique new model to replace the 
present service and utility uniforms and has been 
entirely designed developed and produced by Kroko. 
The uniforms constitute a “total visual and techno-
logical makeover” for the Montenegrin Ministry of 
the Interior. Croatia’s membership in the EU has 
also expanded the market for the Company and the 
exporting ambitions have increased proportionately. 
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Croatian    uniform
KroKo    staff

The work on The upgrade of combaT uniforms has been going on since 2001 up To The
presenT pixellaTed uniforms wiTh The paTTern of The croaTian TerriTory shape, which
have resulTed in successful exporTs . kroko’s sTaff has presenTed inTeresTing
innovaTions – a new line of paTTern for The camouflage uniforms...

WorKing on neW 
pattern 

Kroko is working on 
a new pattern for the 
camouflage uniforms, 
referred to as the new 
generation of patterns, 
a novelty in the world. 
It is a combination of a 
pixellated and a Multi-
Cam pattern, which has 
become a trend.  
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mADe in croAtiA
Kroko’s combat uniform for Croatian soldiers com-
prises pants, shirt, jacket, backpack, combat vest 
and special underwear, and is entirely made in Croa-
tia, except for haberdashery parts (buckles and 
velcro), which are provided by renowned companies. 
“The beginning a decade ago was hard, which is a 
normal thing, but the Croatian Leather and Foot-
wear Association  (grouping Čateks, Odjeća, Šešir, 
URIHO) and the subcontractors (VARTEKS PRO, 
Hemco, Konfeks, Štefi čar and Krojostil) developed 
over time through various modalities to reach a 
unique business system which is acceptable to the 
manufacturers and to the Ministry of Defence as 
the Contracting Authority alike“. 
The fi rst contingent of the Armed Forces fully 
equipped with the pixellated desert pattern uniform 
promoting it was the 10th HRVCON to ISAF.  A major 
contract on the production of the standard green 
uniform was signed with the Ministry of Defence in 
March 2009 . The set was slightly modifi ed over the 
years. “The basic specifi cations of the fabrics - the 
composition, weight and fi nishing as requested by 
the Ministry - have not been changed, only the cuts, 
which  proves the initial quality.  

UniForms For speciAl Forces 
A working group is assigned with elaborating the 
cuts of the uniforms for special forces. The Kroko 
management believes to present an updated cut, 

with new dimensions, pocket design, new mate-
rial for jackets and  special solutions for special 
forces or Special Military Police in 2017 at the lat-
est. The uniforms for special forces are seen as the 
biggest step forward as regards the visual design 
but primarily in terms of functionality. “We want 
the special forces to be provided with uniforms of 
much better properties compared to the classical. 
No single uniform or protective vest model can suit 
all services and branches of the armed forces“, 
said Director Marenić. Moreover, the adaptation 
of uniforms to the needs of special forces is a hot 
trend in the world market 

A neW line oF proDUcts 
Our curiosity was sparkled by the news that the 
Kroko experts are working on a new pattern for 
camoufl age uniforms, which is referred to as a novel 
line of pattern, even at the international level – a 
combination of the pixellated and MultiCam pattern, 
or the fi nely pixellated pattern and the MultiCam 
like blending of colours, which has become widely 
trendy. 
“The new pattern should combine the best of two 
solutions”, says Director Marenić en route to the 
showroom.. The CROMIL Magazine team thus had 
the opportunity to see the new pattern on the ex-
perimental uniform intended for special forces. It 
appears similar to the traditional pixellated uni-
form worn by the members of the Croatian Armed 

 the croat ian mil itary industry
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forces, but at a closer look one perceives the fine 
blending of colours within the pixels. The uniforms 
are equipped with integrated protective knee and 
elbow protective pads, size-flexible and worn over 
an integrated cotton combat shirt.

the testing phAse  
“ We believe that the suggested  innovations will 
ensure better equipment for Croatian soldiers than 
ever“. However, the uniform and the pattern are still 
in the experimental phase. The Croatian uniform of 
the future will depend on possible new requirements 
and orders from the Ministry of Defence and the 
Armed Forces . The concrete field tests are due. The 
model to work on will e the current recognisable 
CAF uniform, although any interested military can  
have their own tailored models. In the showroom 
we were shown a prototype for a new Ukrainian 
uniform in four different coulours, with a MultiCam-
like pattern, as well as other novelties developed by 
the Company, such as the new tactical battle belt 
for the Special Police of the Ministry of the Interior 
or backpacks with the straps  for the  distribution 
of weight on hips, i.e. battle belt. 

A pentAgon project 
We concluded the story with the visit to the pro-
duction halls, echoing with the busy sounds in the 
development and manufacturing departments. We 
learned that the company produces plastic cases for 

HS Produkt (the Karlovac-based weapon exporter)
pistols and observed the technique – almost hand-
made. It is an excellent example of co-operation of 
two renowned military Croatian manufacturers. We 
also saw the making of the anti-riot equipment for 
the German police (arms, legs and elbow protec-
tive pads) and also some brand new manufacturing 
machines.  
The future has already arrived to Kroko, but does 
the company have any ideas in addition? We have 
learned about the projects by the Pentagon and 
the academic community on smart uniforms and 
sensory materials for each soldier collecting the 
information, regulating the temperature and indi-
cating the health condition of each of them. This 
is nevertheless a distant future. “Although often 
present in  military equipment  fairs, we haven’t 
spotted a model of a smart uniform yet. The test-
ing is a thing in itself. Even if it yields concrete 
results they will be kept from public. There is a 
really good idea of   bionic aids to reduce fatigue 
and increase strength, the  apparent change of 
the uniform, depending on the angle and touches 
on the fabrics“.  
The 2015 parade of the Croatian Armed forces 
parade in Zagreb was perhaps the best display of 
the overall business and production for Kroko. The 
Company has its constant place at the world’s most 
renowned military equipment fairs, e.g. the ASDA, 
Eurosatory, DSEI and IDEX. 
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“We have manufactured a number of new models of protective 
vests for the market, as customers constantly demand new 
features. A new vest is launched on a monthly basis”. The  
first vest model was M-100, intended primarily for the Croatia 
special police. A true brand is the combat-protective M-120, 
promoted in 2007, first tested in Afghanistan, which has 
remained the basis for the future models, only with modified 
collar and upper arm protection. “Not a high-tech product, but 
it is highly flexible and accomodating any extra equipment; 
easy to button up and with standard ballistic insert  dimen-
sions, it provides the required security level and surface“. 

Protective vests 

the latest success 
was achieved in 
early 2016, with 
the deal on the 
uniform for the 
police of Montene-
gro – a unique new 
model to replace the 
present service and 
utility uniforms and 
has been entirely 
designed developed 
and produced by 
Kroko. the uniforms 
constitute a “total 
visual and techno-
logical makeover” 
for the Montenegrin 
Ministry of the 
interior. Croatia’s 
membership in 
the eU has also ex-
panded the market 
for the company and 
the exporting ambi-
tions have increased 
proportionately.
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Sergeant First Class Kristijan Njavro is the fi rst 
Croatian recipient of the SACEUR Recognition 
Award”, presented twice a year to the best per-
forming individuals of the Allied Command Opera-
tions. It is one of the highest awards honouring the 
excellence and professional performance of tasks, 
and is presented by the SACEUR, General Curtis M. 
Scaparrotti. The offi cial award explanation stated 
that “ SFC Kristijan Njavro is awarded the SACEUR 
Recognition Award by virtue of his engagement with 
numerous intelligence fora, gaining recognition 
across the NATO-wide SIGINT (Signal Intelligence) 
and All-Source community” according to the offi cial 
nominations.
The award ceremony was held in NATO HQ ALLIED 
LAND COMMAND in Izmir, Turkey, where he has 
been in service since September 2013. 
Behind SFC Njavro is an impressive array of suc-
cessfully completed tasks which earned him the 
recognition. The explanation notice of the LAND-
COM stresses the highly professional adminis-
tration and development of innovative training 
programmes for SIGINT specialists. He also distin-
guished himself as an instructor qualities, admin-
istering SIGINT training courses for the analysts 
of NATO Intelligence Fusion Centre, AIRCOM and 
SHAPE, and the analyst who launched the SIGINT 
“interest community“, an informal forum set up 
with the purpose of data and knowledge-sharing, 
which he presented in the ACO SIGINT conference 
held in Izmir in 2016.

SFC Njavro demonstrated his analytical skills pre-
senting the module of SIGINT co-operation in the 
NATO SIGINT Operations Course and in the plenary 
session of NATO Advisory Committee on Signals 
Intelligence. He earned the prestigious SACEUR 
RECOGNITION Award for his “extraordinary pro-
fessionalism and dedication to the benefi t of the 
Alliance”.

The award was more than a worthy motive for an 
intenview with SFC Njavro in our magazine.  
Asked whether he expected the award, Sergeant 
Njavro says: “It has been more than a pleasant 
surprise to learn that I have been awarded SACEUR 
and of course it is very gratifying to earn one of 
the highest awards in NATO and by the SACEUR 
himself“. He also learned that he was the fi rst re-
cipient from the Croatian Armed Forces ever. “The 

the croat ian army

The “SACEUR Recognition Award” was inaugurated by the previous 
SACEUR, General Phillip M. Breedlove. It is awarded twice a year to the merit-
ing individuals of NATO’s Allied Command Operations, in recognition of the 
exceptional service and the outstanding individual achievement, dedicated 
exercise of the duty and additional tasks in which the individual has produced 
remarkable success. 
The “SACEUR Recognition Award” was presented to SFC Njavro at NATO HQ 
Allied Land Command in Izmir by the SACEUR, General Curtis M. Scaparrotti. 
The ceremony was attended also by the Commander of the Croatian Army, 
Lieutenant General Mate Ostović. 

tHe FiRSt cRoAtiAn ReciPient oF tHe

SAceUR
SERGEANT FIRST CLASS KRISTIJAN NJAVRO, THE FIRST

CROATIAN RECIPIENT OF THE SACEUR RECOGNITION 
AWARD, HAS SUCCESSFULLY ACCOMPLISHED A

RESPECTABLE SERIES OF TASKS. THE AWARD IS
PRESENTED TO THE BEST PERFORMING INDIVIDUALS 

OF THE ALLIED COMMAND OPERATIONS
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feeling is of a great honour and pride, not to forget 
that it is a strong incentive for the future career”. 
SFC Kristijan Njavro has worked as SIGINT analyst 
in the G2 HQ LANDCOM since September 2013. The 
job is highly dynamic and demanding, coupled with 
the duty of  an instructor.  Prior to the assignment 
he was in the Electronic Reconnaissance Division 
of the General Staff, where he went through the 
NCO development cycle since joining the ranks. 
SFC Njavro joined the Croatian Armed Forces in 
1999, having completed the military service. He 
did that motivated by patriotism, and attracted by 
working in an organised evnironment and the pos-
sibility of promotion and personal growth.  
This award is not a novelty for SFC Njavro, as he 
had received commendations while still in Croa-
tia, particularly the written commendation from 
the then Chief of the General Staff of the Croatian 
Armed Forces, General Drago Lovrić, the commen-
dation from the Head of the Intelligence Directorate 
and the Order of the Croatian Trefoil. He served 
in ISAF in two terms, which familarised him with 
the operation in an international environment. “In 
my personal communication with the members of 
foreign militaries I heard many commendtations 
for the engagement of the Croatian soldiers in 
international missions and in NATO commands“. 
SFC Njavro cherishes the experience from the 
service in the LANDCOM:“a highly organised and 
stimulating working environment: I am certain that 
the knowledge and experiences acquired here will 

be applicable in my future career, and I hope to 
pass them on to my co-workers whatever the unit 
and the duty I shall be assigned to”.  
Although proud of earning the Award, SFC Njavro 
refuses to take all the credit. “It reflects the lead-
ership and the engagement of members of the 
the Electronic Reconnaissance Division - particu-
larly the senior NCOs from the unit who gladly 
shared their knowledge with me and promoted 
excellence“. The SACEUR Recognition Award for 
excellence and the working performance“ is the 
right round-up of SFC Njavro’s three-year long 
term of office in NATO ACO/LANDCOM, expiring 
in September 2016. 
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Probably the most successful and most exciting 
fortnight in the history of sport in Croatia was con-
cluded on 21 August 2016. The Olympic Games 
glued the Croatian citizens to TV screens and In-
ternet portals with impressive feats by the Croa-
tian athletes, who won 10 medals, the greatest 
gratification for any athlete. The particularity is 
that the medals were reaped by the athletes  from  
the sports unjustly titled “small“ making  fervent 
football and basketball fans turn equal attention to 
sailing, rowing or trapp.

With all due respect for silver-winning waterpoloists 
and handballers and their respective successes, 
this story is about  the athletes who dedicated all 
of their resources and lives to sport, and who have 
merited the support from the Ministry of Defence. 
Guided by the idea of the athletes as top promot-
ers of Croatia, its Armed Forces and the healthy 
lifestyle among the servicemen and the youth in 
general, the Ministry of Defence and the Croatian 
Olympic Committee concluded an agreement to 
support and to enable them to focus on sports 
and competitions. The agreement was signed in 
September 2010, whereby a group of athletes 
were commissioned into the Armed Forces. The 
Agreement entering in force within a short time the 
servicemen athletes continued or began achieving 
excellent results in th European and world com-
petitions before long, aided by their new status. 
At the 2012 Olympic Games the athletes from the 
Croatian Armed Forces contributed to two the total 
of six Croatian medals (one silver for men’s double 
sculls (brothers Sinković, Damir Martin and David 
Šain) and one of three bronze medals  won by Lucija 
Zaninović in taekwondo.  
A few more of them were close to winning a med-
al, however competing in the Olympic is a major 
achievement for the athletes.  Put briefly - the med-
als and good performances at the 2012 Olympics 
in London demonstrated the reasonability of the 
Agreement. 

the 2016 olympics

Seven memberS of the

olympic
The number of The aThleTes who made iT To The olympic Games in rio de Janeiro wiTh

The supporT also  from The minisTry of defence and won medals on Top of iT is biGGer 
compared To The 2012 olympics - seven ouT of 17. The members of The croaTian armed forces 

conTribuTed five of a ToTal of 10 medals rankinG The republic of croaTia The 17Th

aT The medal winners lisT...

Šime Fantela and  
Igor Marenić won  
the gold medal in 
the 470 Class and  
Tonči Stipanović 
won the silver 
medal in the Laser 
class, unfortunately 
losing gold from his 
hands in the final  
race

Dominating the world’s rowing for some time 
already, brothers Martin and Valent Sinković 
won the  second Croatian gold medal at 2016 

Olympics  in men’s double sculls justifying 
the title favourites and meriting to bear  the 

national flag at the closing ceremony
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Seventeen Croatian olympiC 
CompetitorS in the rankS 

In the cycle between two Olympics (2012-2016) the 
list of top athletes commissioned into the Croatian 
Armed Forces and their status have changed, 
as the new Agreement on Co-operation, Promo-
tion and Development of Sport in the Republic of 
Croatia was signed in March 2015, placing them 
in the reserve specialists. However there were 
more athletes qualifying for the Olympics and 
winning the medals than at the last Games in 
London. As many as seven athletes of 17 from 
the Armed Forces won medals, which is exactly 
half of the total score ranking Croatia 17th on the 
total Olympic medal count – a respectable triumph 
for our country. 
The 2012 silver medalist double sculls has parted 
ways in the meantime to double the number of the 

medals. Dominating the world’s rowing for some 
time already, brothers Martin and Valent Sinković 
won the second Croatian gold medal at 2016 Olym-
pics  in men’s double sculls justifying the title 
favourites and meriting to bear  the national flag 
at the closing ceremony.  The former member of 
the double sculls, Damir Martin won a silver medal 
in men’s single sculls, in what was perhaps the 
most exciting photo-finish, losing the gold  for a 
few thousandths. The strength and determination 
in the last portion of the race thrilled  the Croatian 
and the international public alike, which is why his 
medal really is shining like gold.  
Boxer Filip Hrgović departed for Brazil with the hope 
of winning a medal, which he did – the European 
heavyweight category champion justified the trust. 
He coveted the gold medal, but considering his po-
tential, and his rival from the semifinals (French 
Tony Yoka) winning the gold medal was in  better 
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Author: Domagoj Vlahović

croatian armed forceS –

medaliStS

Damir Martin won 
a silver medal 
in men’s single 
sculls, in what was 
perhaps the most 
exciting photo-
finish, losing the 
gold medal for a few 
thousandths

Boxer Filip Hrgović departed for Brazil with 
the hope of winning a medal and indeed – the 
European heavyweight category champion 
justified the trust and won a bronze medal at 
his first Olympics
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the 2016 olympics

The Agreement is not a Croatian invention but an 
established solution whereby countries support 
their athletes and their achievements as beneficial 
for the society. 
In any case, a continued line of triumphs in the 
Olympic cycle 2016-2020 announces an even bet-
ter medal count for the athletes of the Croatian 
team. 

shape, the bronze medal is a promise  for the future. 
In the quarterfinals Hrgović beat both Lenier Pera 
from Cuba and the referee in his favour. 
The list of medal winners among the reserve spe-
cialists ends with the sailers - the gold  in Class 470 
for Šime Fantela and  Igor Marenić and silver for 
Tonči Stipanović in Laser,  who unfortunately lost 
gold from his hands in the final  race.  
While the sailing medals came as surprise, the 
sailers have been in the world’s top for years. Rio 
de Janeiro  was a great reward for all that time, 
including the lapse of concentration and luck at the 
2012  Olympics in London. The success was not only 
in the medals themselves, but also in winning the 
attention of the Croatian public for otherwise less 
popular sports and their rules.   
In conclusion, the number of the reserve special-
ist who competed at the Rio Olympics and their 
trophies have justified the Agreement between the 
Ministry of Defence and the Croatian Olympic Com-
mittee on the Promotion of Sport in the Republic 
of Croatia as a modality that supports the athletes 
and promotes sport and the Armed Forces and 
that is adopted by richer countries as well, NATO 
nations included.
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A DOCuMEnTAry “25 yEArS OF THE
CrOATIAn ArMED FOrCES“ 
On the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the Croatian Armed Forces, 
the Multimeda Department of the Public Affairs and Publishing 
Service of the Ministry of Defence published a short documentary 
on the path of the Croatian Armed Forces  from the establishment 
and the Homeland War to date, as a timeline documenting all major 
events. The film concludes with a clip portraying the capabilities and 
capacities of the modern Croatian Armed Forces. 

CD OF THE CrOATIAn nAVy VOCAL EnSEMBLE
“SVETI JurAJ“ CrOATIAn PrIDE 
On the occasion of the 25th Anniversary of the Croatian Armed Forces, 
the Multimedia Department of the Public Affairs and Publishing 
Service of the Ministry of Defence released a promotional CD of the 
Croatian Navy’s Vocal Ensemble “Sveti.Juraj“ titled “Croatian Pride“.

MOnOgrAPH - 25 yEArS OF THE
CrOATIAn ArMED FOrCES
The Multimedia Department of the Public Affairs and Publishing 
Service of the Ministry of Defence published a monograph titled 
“25 years of the Croatian Armed Forces“ to mark the anniversary. 
The monograph reminds of the hardest period in the history of the 
Croatian military during the Homeland War and presents the later 
achievements of the Croatian Armed Forces in the peace time. It was 
composed to express gratitude to all persons who have contributed to 
the evolution and the international reputation of the Croatian Armed 
Forces, much to the pride of the Croatian people.

Our pride products
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