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President of the Republic of Croatia
and Supreme Commander of CAF
Zoran Milanovi¢

PREDGOVOR

Gotovo sam siguran kako se u stolje¢u iza nas
samo dva puta dogodilo da cijele nacije duguju
toliko puno tako malom broju dobrih, hrabrih
ljudi. Prvi put u ljeto 1940. o ¢emu je Winston
Churchill rekao - nikad u povijesti ljudskih su-
koba mnogobrojni nisu toliko puno dugovali
nekolicini. Mislio je na pilote RAF-a koji su
obranili britansko nebo. Nama je bliZe, vaznije
i za pamtiti hrabre, uporne i ¢asne ljude koji
su 1991. stali u obranu mlade hrvatske drZave.
Bili su hrvatski branitelji u trenutku kad ih je
nasa nacija najvise trebala, postali su junaci i
njima, tom malom broju dobrih ljudi dugujemo
slobodnu, samostalnu i demokratsku Republiku
Hrvatsku. Bili su i temelj na kojem je stvorena
moderna Hrvatska vojska, najprije ona srcana
braniteljska, potom hrabra oslobodilacka, a
danas mocna i sigurna oruZana snaga.

U 30 godina postojanja i razvoja, Hrvatska
vojska nije imala luksuz za polagane i dugo-
trajne vjezbe, pripreme i opremanje. Najprije
se morala brzo ustrojiti i osloniti prije svega na
srce i ljubav prema domovini, a onda iskoristiti
ratom steceno iskustvo i znanje da bi se mogla
pridruZiti druStvu modernih zapadnih oruZanih
snaga u okviru NATO saveza. | uspjela je, u
Domovinskom ratu, i u vremenu demokratske
i ekonomske gradnje nase drZzave. Ne samo da
se brzo opremila, profesionalizirala i prilagodila
euroatlantskim standardima, nego je postala i
pouzdan partner najboljim vojskama svijeta, a
nasi vojnici uzor u spremnosti i profesionalnosti.
Nasa zastava zahvaljuju¢i Hrvatskoj vojsci u mi-
rovnim misijama zavijorila se na visovima Hin-
dukusa, na Golanu, u srcu Afrike, Sirom svijeta.
U ovih 30 godina naucili smo da su ljudi najveca
vrijednost Hrvatske vojske. Vojnici i vojnikinje
stavljeni su zato na prvo mjesto: sustav Skolo-
vanja je unaprijeden, mladi ¢asnici upu¢ivani su
u druge zemlje na temeljno i napredno Skolo-
vanje, omoguceno im je stru¢no usavrsavanje.
Koliko god vaZan bio razvoj Hrvatske vojske
kroz modernizaciju i opremanje — a vrijeme je
za to - nikad dosta novih znanja i vjestina. Tko
se ne mijenja, tko se ne prilagodava stalno i
neprestano, placa visoku cijenu.

Imao sam €ast viSe puta slusati prisegu mladih
ljudi koji su se odIucili za najteZi, vojnicki poziv.
Slusajuci kako izgovaraju rijeci prisege ¢uo sam
glas koji je dolazio iz vremena prije 30 godi-
na, kao da oCevi te djece govore o domovini,
slobodi i ponosu. U njima, tim djevojkama i
mladi¢ima, u njihovim pogledima vidio sam one
¢asne, uporne i nestvarno hrabre ljude, vidio
sam opet onu nekolicinu kojoj dugujemo svi mi.
| znao sam da nasu budué¢nost prepustamo u
sigurne ruke, ruke koje ¢e biti domovini vjerne!

FOREWORD

I am certain that only twice during the century behind us
entire nations owed to the few, brave people. The first
such time was in summer 1940, when Winston Churchill
stated: “Never was so much owed by so many to so few".
Churchill referred to the pilots of the Royal Air Force, who
defended the British skies.

For us it is closer and more important to remember the
brave, persistent and honourable people who defended
the young state of Croatia. They defended Croatia just
when the Croatian nation needed them the most, they
turned into heroes and we are indebted to the few good
people for the freedom and independence and democ-
racy of Croatia. They were the cornerstone upon which
the modern Croatian Armed Forces were built, first the
courageous defenders and nowadays a powerful and
confident military force.

Over the 30-year existence and development the Croatian
Armed Forces were not allowed to take slow and lengthy
exercises, preparations and equipping.

They first had to organise quickly, relying only on the cour-
age and patriotism, and to make use of the experience
and knowledge gathered in the war to join the club of the
modern western armed forces within NATO Alliance. And
they succeeded, both during the Homeland War and during
the democratic and economic development of our country.
The Croatian Armed Forces not only got equipped and
professional and adapted to the Euro-Atlantic standards
but also developed into a credible partner to the best
armies of the world, and Croatian soldiers have set a
model of readiness and professionalism. Thanks to the
Croatian Armed Forces the Croatian flag was hoisted in
the heights of Hindukush, in the Golan Heights, in the
heart of Africa and elsewhere around the world.

We have realised over the past 30 years that the members
of the Croatian Armed Forces are their utmost value. The
greatest attention is dedicated to young servicemen and
servicewomen: the education system has been upgraded,
young officers have attended basic and advanced edu-
cation programmes in foreign countries and they have
been offered opportunities to further hone their skills
and expertise.

However important the development through modernisa-
tion and equipping — and now is the time for that - there is
always the need to acquire new knowledge and new skills.
One can never get too much of new expertise and skills.
Those who do not change and do not adapt constantly
and tirelessly pay a high price.

I have had the honour on several occasions to attend the
oath taking by the young people who chose the hardest
career path - the military profession. Listening to them
recite the oath | heard the voice from the times 30 years
ago, as if it was their fathers talking Homeland, freedom
and pride. The look in the eyes of the young servicemen
and servicewomen reflected the honourable, persistent
and incredibly brave people, | saw the few people that
we owe so much to. And | knew that we were putting our
future into safe hands, faithful to the Homeland!
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ministar obrane Republike Hrvatske
dr. sc. Mario BanoZi¢

Mario BanoZi¢, Dr.Sc., Defence Minister

PREDGOVOR

PoStovani Citatelji,

ova monografija svjedofanstvo je slavnog puta
izgradnje i razvoja Hrvatske vojske od njezinih
poCetaka i Domovinskog rata do danas. Iza dje-
la opisanih u monografiji stoji golem trud, rad
i odricanje, ali prije svega hrvatski branitelji i
njihova velika Zrtva. Nasa tridesetogodisnja po-
vijest ne bi bila ovako slavna da nije bilo hrabrih
hrvatskih branitelja koji su u Domovinskom ratu
poloZili svoje Zivote na oltar domovine. Neka i
ova monografija pridonese ouvanju uspomene
na njih i njihova junacka djela.

Pocetkom devedesetih godina hrvatski narod
Zelio je mirnim putem raskinuti odnose s Jugo-
slavijom te nastaviti Zivjeti u miru i slobodi na
svojoj zemlji i u svojoj domovini. Nakon napada
na hrvatske institucije i hrvatske redarstvenike
u Pakracu, na Plitvicama, a posebno nakon na-
pada na hrvatske policajce u Borovu Selu, bilo je
jasno da slobodu i opstojnost Republike Hrvatske
i naSeg naroda moZe izboriti jedino oruZana
sila. Temelji takve oruZane sile, odnosno danas-
nje Hrvatske vojske, postavljeni su 28. svibnja
1991. godine kad su se hrabri mladici iz cijele
Hrvatske postrojili na stadionu u Kranjcevicevoj
te prisegnuli na vjernost domovini. lako uglav-
nom nisu imali potrebna vojna iskustva, znanja
i naoruzanje kakve je imao neprijatelj, to ih nije
sprijecilo da se suprotstave velikosrpskoj politici i
zloCinackoj Jugoslavenskoj narodnoj armiji diljem
cijele Lijepe Nase. PoCetne neuspjehe vrlo su
brzo zamijenile uspjeSne obrambene operacije,
a zatim i pobjednicke oslobodilatke operacije.
Vrhunac osposobljenosti i opremljenosti Hrvat-
ska vojska pokazala je 1995. godine u pobjed-
ni¢kim vojno-redarstvenim operacijama Bljesak
i Oluja. Planiranjem, pripremom i provedbom
navedenih operacija, Hrvatska vojska pokazala je
hrvatskom narodu i cijelom svijetu da Republika
Hrvatska posjeduje respektabilnu oruZanu silu
sposobnu i spremnu osloboditi svaki okupirani
dio hrvatskog teritorija.

Godine nakon Domovinskog rata donijele su
Hrvatskoj vojsci nove zadace i izazove. Uslijedila
je transformacija ratnog ustroja u mirnodopski,
a teZiSte hrvatskih vojnika stavljeno je na obuku
i izobrazbu kako bi se prilagodili i pripremili za
inozemne aktivnosti.

Iskustvo Domovinskog rata, opremljenost te do-

kazana osposobljenost, profesionalnost i pozr-
tvovnost hrvatskih vojnika svrstale su Hrvatsku
vojsku u pouzdanog i odgovornog saveznika u
svijetu. Hrvatski vojnici pocinju ve¢ 1999. godine
sudjelovati u misijama i operacijama potpore
miru te tako pridonositi globalnoj sigurnosti.
Cilj koji se devedesetih godina hrvatskim brani-
teljima Cinio dalekim i nedostiznim, ostvaren je
20009. godine kad Republika Hrvatska postaje
ravnopravna €lanica najjaceg vojno-politickog
saveza U povijesti Covjecanstva. Sudjelovanjem
U operacijama, misijama i aktivnostima, od
Baltika do Afganistana, Republika Hrvatska se
tijekom dosadasnjeg ¢lanstva u NATO savezu
pokazala kao odgovoran i vjerodostojan save-
znik na kojeg se uvijek moZe racunati.
Clanstvo u NATO savezu te trenuta¢no dosti-
gnuta razina osposobljenosti i opremljenosti
jamce hrvatskom narodu stabilnost i sigurnost.
lako je Hrvatska danas sigurna, ne smijemo
zanemariti globalne izazove na koje nije imuna
ni nasa zemlja. Zato se moramo konstantno
usavrsavati i opremati kako bismo izvrsili sve
zadace koje narod od nas ocekuje.

Ljudi, hrvatski vojnici, u ovih trideset godina
bili su i ostat ¢e najvredniji dio naSeg sustava.
Ulaganje u njihova znanja i vjestine presudno
je udanasnjem vremenu kad protivnik nije tako
jasno definiran, kao primjerice u Domovinskom
ratu, i kad je vazna ucinkovita i pravodobna
reakcija radi zastite nacionalnih interesa. Stoga
smo, nakon trideset godina transformacije i
prilagodbe obrazovnog sustava, 2021. godine
osnovali Sveuciliste za obranu i sigurnost "Dr.
Franjo Tudman® koje ¢e u nadolaze¢im godi-
nama zasigurno biti dodatni pokretac razvoja
Hrvatske vojske.

Kao institucija u koju hrvatski narod ima najvise
povjerenja, Hrvatska vojska i u mirnodopskim
uvjetima dokazuje kako joj je pomo¢ hrvatskom
narodu jedna od primarnih zadaca. Veliki Sum-
ski pozari, poplave, snjezne padaline, nedavni
potresi i pandemija jo$ su jednom pokazale
nesebicnost i poZrtvovnost hrvatskih vojnika.
Drage vojnikinje i vojnici, hvala vam za vase
predane godine sluzbe i za sva vasa odricanja
tijekom sluZenja hrvatskom narodu. Uz vas se
osje¢amo bolje i sigurnije! Ostanite i dalje do-
movini vjerni!



FOREWORD

Dear readers,

this monograph is a testimony of the glorious path
of growth and development of the Croatian Armed
Forces since their beginning and the Homeland War
to this date. Behind this monograph are hard work,
effort, and dedication, but primarily the Croatian
defenders and their huge sacrifice. Our 30-year old
history would not be so glorious without the brave
Croatian defenders, who built their lives into the
Homeland. We wish this monograph helped guarding
the memory of them and of their heroic exploits.
In the early 1990s the Croatian nation wanted to
severe the relations with Yugoslavia peacefully and
to continue living in peace and freedom on its soil
and in its Homeland. After the Croatian institutions
and policemen were attacked in Pakrac, Plitvice and
at Borovo Selo in particular, it became clear that
freedom and existence of the Republic of Croatia
could only be obtained with the use of an armed
force. The foundations of the armed force - the
present Croatian Armed Force - were laid on 28
May 1991, when brave men from all over Croatia
lined up in the football stadium in Kranjcevic¢eva
street in Zagreb, and took an oath of allegiance to
the Homeland. Albeit lacking the necessary military
expertise, experience and armament as the enemy
had, it was no obstacle to oppose the Serbian ex-
pansionism and the Yugoslav National Army across
the country.

The initial fails were soon followed by successful
defenseive operations first, and by victorious liberat-
ing operations. In the victorious military and police
operations “Lightning” and “Storm” conducted in
1995, the Croatian Armed Forces displayed top-
level preparedness and equippedness. The plan-
ning, preparation and execution of the operations
showed to the world that the Republic of Croatia
had a respectable military force capable and ready
to liberate inch by inch of the occupied territory.
The post-war years brought new missions and chal-
lenges to the Croatian Armed Forces. They had to
undergo reorganisation from the war time structure
to the peace time organisation, and the focus for
the Croatian soldiers was placed on education and
training, to enable them to adapt and prepare for
international activities.

The experience from the Homeland War, the
equippedness and evinced trainedness, profession-
alism and sacrifice of the Croatian soldiers earned

the Croatian Armed Forces the image of a reli-
able and responsible ally at the internatinal level.
Croatian soldiers joined peace support missions
and operations in 1999, giving their contribution
to the global security.

The goal that appeared so distant and hardly at-
tainable in the 1990s was fulfilled in 2009, when
the Republic of Croatia became a full member
of the strongest military and political alliance in
the world history. By participating in operations,
missions and activities conducted from the Baltic
to Afghanistan, the Republic of Croatia has dur-
ing its membership in NATO confirmed itself as
a responsible and credible allied to be counted
on at all times.

NATO membership and the attained level of
trainedness and equippedness are a guarantee
of stability and security for the Croatian people.
Although Croatia is safe today, we must not ignore
the global threats to which neither Croatia is safe
from. Therefore, we have to continue developing
and equipping to complete all the missions the
Croatian people expect us to do.

The human potential, the Croatian soldiers have
been and remain the most valuable component of
the system over the past 30 years. Investing into
their expertise and skills is of crucial importance
today, when adversaries are no longer clearly de-
fined, as it was for instance in the Homeland War,
and when it takes an effective and timely response
to protect the national interests. Therefore, after
30 years of reorganisation and adaptation of the
education system, in the course of 2021 we have
founded the Defence and Security University “Dr
Franjo Tudman®, which will undoubtedly serve an
additional engine of development of the Croatian
Armed Forces.

As the institution most trusted by the Croatian
nation, the Croatian Armed Forces have proved
during the peace time too that one of its primary
missions was to provide assistance to the people.
Large forest fires, floods, heavy snowfall, recent
earthquakes and the pandemic proved the selfless-
ness and humanity of Croatian soldiers.

Dear servicewomen and servicemen, | am express-
ing gratitude for your years spent in service of the
Croatian people and for your sacrifice. With you
defending us we feel better and stronger. Remain
loyal soldiers of the Homeland!
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nacelnik Glavnog stoZera OruZanih snaga RH
admiral Robert Hranj

Chief of the General Staff of the Croatian Armed
Forces admiral Robert Hranj

FOTO: JOSIP KOPI

PREDGOVOR

Opstati na svojoj grudi, na ovom raskrizju
civilizacija i kultura nije bilo lako. Od prvih
naseljavanja ovih prostora pa sve do danas
Hrvati su se borili za opstanak, spremni na
obranu svoje zemlje od razli¢itih osvajaca.
Prije to¢no trideset godina, pred predsjedni-
kom Republike i vrhovnim zapovjednikom Oru-
Zanih snaga dr. Franjom Tudmanom prisegnuli
su prvi hrvatski vojnici. Utemeljenjem suverene
i neovisne suvremene hrvatske drZave i stva-
ranjem moderne oruZane sile te vra¢anjem
Hrvatske u okvire njezinih granica - ostvarili
smo san brojnih generacija hrvatskog naroda.
Hrvatska vojska ispunila je temeljni i najvaz-
niji cilj svake vojne organizacije - zaustaviti
agresora, obraniti i osloboditi svoju zemlju te
oCuvati njezinu suverenost. U tom pothvatu
imali smo brojne Zrtve. Hvala im $to su daro-
vali svoj Zivot da bismo mi danas, u miru, Zivjeli
u slobodnoj i demokratskoj hrvatskoj drZavi.
Danas trebamo biti ponosni na ostvareno,
na veliku pobjedu nase vojske u stvaranju i
obrani domovine.

U godinama nakon Domovinskog rata OruZa-
ne snage zapocele su proces transformacije.
Cilj je bio stvoriti ucinkovitu oruZanu silu koja
¢e modci odgovoriti svim zada¢ama koje se
pred nju postave. U tim naporima dragocjena
pomoc bila su i iskustva iz Domovinskog rata.
Obrambeni sustav usmijerio je svoje napore
prema ostvarivanju kompatibilnosti s oru-
Zanim snagama Sjevernoatlantskog saveza,
stalnom i sustavnom obukom i Skolovanjem
dostignute su zahtjevane sposobnosti. Pro-
fesionalnost i obucenost hrvatskih vojnika
danas je prepoznata u svijetu gdje hrvatski
vojnik pridonoseci svjetskom miru i stabilnosti
aktivno sudjeluje u brojnim medunarodnim
operacijama i misijama potpore miru.

Ovom monografijom prisje¢amo se trideset
godina tijekom kojih su OruZane snage stasale
u modernu oruZanu silu koja je temeljena na
iskustvima stecenim u Domovinskom ratu.
U proteklih 30 godina uspjeli smo ratnika
dragovoljca pretvoriti u vojnika profesionalca
spremnog na sve izazove koji su pred njega
postavljeni. Hrvatski je vojnik danas ospo-
sobljen za zadace u svim uvjetima, u zemlji
i u inozemstvu, vrhunski opremljen i obucen
koraca ravnopravno uz bok vojnicima najjacih
svjetskih oruZanih sila. OruZane snage RH
prepoznate su kao kvalitetne, profesionalne i
ucinkovite snage i poZeljan su partner u odr-
Zavanju stabilnosti i mira u svijetu.

FOREWORD

The survival in this sacred land at the crossroads of
civilisations and cultures has never been easy. Since
this territory was inhabited to this day Croats had
to struggle to survive, ready to defend their country
from various invaders.

Precisely 30 years ago the first Croatian soldiers
took their oath of allegiance before the President of
the Republic and the Supreme Commander of the
Croatian Armed Forces dr. Franjo Tudman. Having
created sovereign and independent Croatian state,
established a modern armed force and restored
Croatia within its national borders we have made
the dream of so many generations of the Croatian
people a reality.

The Croatian Armed Forces have fulfilled the fun-
damental goal of each military organisation — they
halted the aggressor, defended and liberated their
homeland and safeguarded its sovereingty. The pur-
suit of the goal took numerous victims. We owe them
gratitude for sacrifying their lives so that we may live
in peace in a free and democratic Croatian state. We
need to be proud of our achievements, of the mag-
nificient victory of our armed forces in the defence
of the homeland.

During the post-war years the Croatian Armed Forces
underwent the reorganisation. The goal was to es-
tablish an efficient armed force capable of respond-
ing to any tasks assigned to them. The experience
from the Homeland War was valuable in the efforts.
The defence system invested efforts in achieving
compatibility with the armed forces of the NATO
member nations, and systematised training and
education helped acquire the required capabilities.
Professionalism and trainedness of Croatian soldiers
have been recognised worldwide, where Croatian
soldiers have contributed to the world peace and
stability by participating in numerous international
peace support operations and missions.

With this monograph we are reflecting on the past 30
years, during which time the Croatian Armed Forces
have grown into a modern armed force, founded on
the experiences from the Homeland War. Over the
past 30 years we have managed to transform vol-
unteer soldiers into professional soldiers, ready for
any challenges placed before them. The present
generations of Croatian soldiers are trained to ex-
ecute tasks in any conditions, at home and abroad,
and top-trained and equipped, serving on an equal
basis with the members of the world’s strongest
armed forces. The Croatian Armed Forces have been
recognised worldwide as capable, professional and
efficient armed force and are respected partner in
keeping stability and peace in the world.
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DOMOVINSKI RAT

Demokratskim promjenama 1990. i uspostavom
neovisne i suverene hrvatske drzave 1991. pocinje
novo razdoblje hrvatske povijesti. No, mirnom razvo-
ju demokracije u Hrvatskoj na put je stala velikosrp-
ska ideologija potaknuvsi i nametnuvsi joj petogo-
disnji rat. Domovinski obrambeni rat bio je odgovor
na agresiju, borba hrvatskog naroda za slobodu i
cjelovitost hrvatske drZave koja je naposljetku oslo-
bodilackim operacijama Hrvatske vojske uspjesno
okon€ana. Medutim, put stasanja Hrvatske vojske
i ostvarenja konacne slobode bio je dug i trnovit...

PROTUHRVATSKI MITINZI |
JACANJE EKSTREMNOG
NACIONALIZMA

Velikosrpski projekti osmisljeni jo3 desetlje¢ima prije poceli su krajem osamdesetih
izlaziti na vidjelo. Prema njima, zapadna je granica tzv. velike Srbije ulazila duboko
u hrvatski teritorij i protezala se od Virovitice preko Pakraca, Karlovca i Ogulina do
Karlobaga. Nacionalisti¢ko poticanje srpskog stanovniStva i njegova navodna ugro-
Zenost koja je zapravo bila sasvim suprotna i usmjerena na postizanje dominacije
nad ostalim narodima biv3e federacije pokrenuta je objavom teksta Memoranduma
Srpske akademije nauka i umetnosti® jos krajem 1986. godine. Isticao je ugroZenost
srpstva, posebice u Hrvatskoj, BiH i na Kosovu, i postao glavni oslonac politike Slo-
bodana Milo3evica produbivsi jo$ viSe krizu nastalu na politickoj sceni bivse drZave i
dodatno jacajuci ekstremni velikosrpski nacionalizam.

OZivljeni su tradicionalni nacionalisticki mitovi te
postavljeni zahtjevi za ujedinjenje svih Srba u teri-
torijalnu cjelinu. Militantne skupine pocinju potkraj
1989. organizirati masovne protuhrvatske mitinge u
Kninu i okolnim mjestima s vecinskim srpskim sta-
novnistvom, Sire¢i nacionalnu netrpeljivost i otvore-
no iskazujuc¢i srpski nacionalizam. Upravo je to bio
zametak srpske pobune u Hrvatskoj koju je zdusno
podupiralo i vodstvo Srpske pravoslavne crkve. Poce-
tak 1990. obiljeZen je novim incidentima i mitinzima,

a hrvatsko-srpski odnosi dodatno se zaostravaju. U
takvim se okolnostima na prolje¢e u Hrvatskoj odr-
Zavaju slobodni visestranacki izbori. Nezadovoljstvo
njihovim rezultatima medu vojnim vlastima SFR)
rezultira protuzakonitim oduzimanjem gotovo cje-
lokupnog naoruzanja hrvatske Teritorijalne obrane,
posebne sastavnice obrambenog sustava koja je
bila u isklju¢ivoj nadleZnaosti republika, i njegovim
stavljanjem pod nadzor JNA, a sve u dogovoru sa
srbijanskim vodstvom. To je za cilj imalo sprijeciti
sve eventualne poku3aje obrane u slu¢aju oruZanog
raspleta sad vec sve izvjesnijeg sukoba. Naime, JNA
je bila popunjena vedinskim srpskim zapovjednim
kadrom i zapravo djelovala, s vremenom sve otvo-
renijerkao-produZena ruka koja ¢e osigurati proved-
bu planova srpskog vodstva u Hrvatskoj i u svakom
smislu podupirati srpske pobunjenike.

Postupna preobrazba JNA u srpsku vojsku zapocela
je i prije viSestranackih izbora 1990. Naime, potkraj
1988. dotadasnji je vojni ustroj, koji je odraZzavao
federalni ustroj drzave, zamijenjen novim. Umjesto
armijskih oblasti, koje su se uvelike poklapale s re-
publickim granicama, uvedena su vojista i korpusi
koji su teritorijalnim obuhvatom potpuno zanemarili
republicke granice. Oduzimanjem oruZja TO-a Hr-
vatska je, bez obzira na visok moral ljudstva, bila
suoCena s nedostatkom ratne tehnike i sredstava
za obranu, dok je's druge strane protivnik raspo-
lagao nadmoc¢nom vojnom tehnikom, rasprsenom
po brojnim skladistima i vojarnama. U provedbi ve-
likosrpskih planova JNA je mogla racunati samo na
pripadnike srpske narodnaosti pa je on s vremenom
gotovo sasvim i promijenjen u njihovu korist.

Na podrugjima koja su vecinski naseljavali, pobu-
njeni su Srbi zapoceli promjene tadasnjeg hrvaty”
skog - teritorijalno-administrativnog -ustrojada-bi
naposljetku krajem 1990., samo dan prije no to je
demokratski novoizabrana hrvatska vlast donijela
novi Ustav RH, u Kninu proglasili “Srpsku autono-

1) Memorandum SANU, 1986., saZetak; http://www.hic.hr/domov-rat-memorandum-sanu.htm (Pregledano 22. travnja 2021.)
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The democratic transition in 1990 and the estab-
lishment of the independent and sovereign state of
Croatia in 1991 opened a new era of the history of
Croatia. The peaceful development of democracy
was thwarted by the Greater Serbian ideology fo-
menting and imposing a five-year war on Croatia.

The defence Homeland War was a response to the
aggression and a struggle of the Croatian people for
freedom and integrity of the state of Croatia, won
through the successful military campaigns by the
Croatian Army. The growing of the Croatian military
and the path to freedom were long and agonising.

ANTI-CROATIAN MASS
MEETINGS AND EXTREME
SERBIAN NATIONALISM

The project of establishment
concieved decades earlier,
ies, envisaged the weste
ing along the line Vir
— deep into the

a Greater Serbia,
e to light in late 80-
order of Serbia stretch-
ica-Pakrac-Karlovac-Ogulin
atian territory. Nationalist in-
stigation of the”Serb population living in Croatia
and projectipg the thesis of the threatened Serbs
in Croatia situation stemmed from the “‘Memo-
randum® of the Serbian Academy of Arts and Sci-
ences] in 1986. The Memorandum projected the
endangered position of Serbs in Croatia, Bosnia
and Herzegovina and in Kosovo. It was the main
tool of Slobodan MiloSevi¢ which aggravated the
crisis in ex-Yugoslavia and galvanised the extre
Serbian nationalism, reviving ancient nati
ist myths and claiming the unity of all Ser
single«territarialunit. In | ili groups
organised nationalist gatherings in Knin and the
surrounding predominantly Serb-populated areas,
propagating national intollerance and Serbian na-
tionalism. Knin was the centre of the insurgency,
supported by the Serb Orthodox Church. The early
1990 saw a new series of gatherings and incidents
which further compromised the relations between

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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Croatia and Serbia. Amidst such constellation Croa-
tia held its free democratic Parliamentary elections
(April 1990), whose outcome frustrated the Yugo-
slav military authorities, who responded by illegally
confiscating the weapons of the Croatian Territo-
rial Defence Forces and subordinating it to JNA, as
agreed with the Serbian leadership. The goal was
to prevent any attempt to organise the defence in
the event of the looming armed conflict. The JNA
command was dominantly manned by officers of
Serbian nationality and served as a long arm of the
Serbian leadership in the realisation of their plans in
Croatia and in support to the insurgent Serbs.

The gradual conversion of JNA into a Serbian Army
had began before the 1990 elections in Croatia — as
early as 1988 the previous army districts organisa-
tion, reflecting the federal structure of the country
was replaced with theatres of operations and corps,
disregarding the constituent republics’ borders.

Pripadnici 1. gardijske
brigade Tigrova u Hrvatskoj
Kostajnici 1991.

The members of the 1st
Guards Brigade (Tigrovi) in
Hrvatska Kostajnica, 1991

FOTO: J[]SI.P BISTROVIC
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mnu oblast Krajinu”. Bio je to vrhunac protuustav-
nog djelovanja pobunjenih Srba u Hrvatskoj. Nakon
“SAO Krajine” slicne se tvorevine poslije osnivaju i u
zapadnoj Slavoniji te Baranji i zapadnom Srijemu da
bi se na kraju ujedinile u “Republiku Srpsku Krajinu”
sa sjedistem u Kninu.

OSNIVANJE PRVIH POSTROJBI
1A POSEBNE NAMJENE
MUP-A RH

Nakon Sto je razoruZana Teritorijalna obrana, glavni
je=cilf*Hrvatske bio ojacati svoje obrambene snage,
u prvom redu policijske. Hrvatsko je vodstvo teme-
liem postoje¢eg Zakona o unutarnjim poslovima
krenulo u osnivanje novih postrojbi za posebne na-
mjene s obzirom na to da su dotadasnje policijske
snage vecinom bile popunjene pripadnicima srpske
narodnosti.

Tako je 5. kolovoza 1990. zapoceo prvi dvomjesecni tecaj za obuku novih policijskih
sluzbenika nazvan Prvi hrvatski redarstvenik. Primljeno je oko 1700 kandidata i inili
su prve oruZane postrojbe MUP-a RH na'koje je hrvatska viast sad mogla u potpuno-
sti racunati. Dragovoljcima koji su pristupili tecaju i zadovoljili visoke psihofizicke kri-
terije popunjena je Antiteroristicka jedinica Lucko. U listopadu je ustrojena Jedinica
za posebne namjene MUP-a RH Rakitje, Tuskanac i Valbandon, u studenom Kumro-
vec, u prosincu Pionirski grad, a pocekom iduce godine ATJ Sljeme te Vinica i Erdut.
Hrvatska je policija u to vrijeme imala velik prablem: nedostatak oruzja.

Ne mogavsi ga drukgije nabaviti, vlast se okrenul’a
kanalima u inozemstvu. Tako je tijekom rujna ifisto-
pada 1990. nabavljeno 10 000 automatskih pusa-
ka Kalasnjikov sa streljivom,? a vec potkfaj sijecnja
199raspolagalo se=s=piblizne=307000 komada
uglavnom streljatkog i poneSto protuzracnog i
protuoklopnog oruZja.

THE HOMELAND WAR

Despite the high morale, Croatia was critically short
of weaponry and equipment against a superior ad-
versary, whose assets lay stored in a number of bar-
racks and warehouses throughout the country. The
JNArelied on the members of Serbian nationality.
The dominantly Serb-populated areas altered the
administrative-territorial structure that went that
far as to proclaim the Serbian Autonomous Region
Krajina on the eve of the promulgation of the Croa-
tian Constitution (22 December 1990). Similar units
were later established in western Slavonia, Baranja
and western Srijem, all of which eventually united
into a Republic Serbian.Krajina, based in Knin.

THE FIRST SPECIAL UNITS OF
THE MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR

The Territorial Defence Forces disarmed, and as the
members of the police forces had mestly been of
Serbian nationality, Croatia engaged to build its de-
fence forces, primarily the Policeforces; the Croatian
government established new/Special purpose units,
based on the existing Integior Act. On 5 August 1990
saw the inception of a two-month Course for new po-
lice officers , which admitted some 1,700 candidates
who manned the first armed units of the Croatian
Ministry of the Interior — the Anti-terrorist Unit based
at Lucko. Two months later the Special Purpose Unit
based at Rakitje, Tuskanac and Valbandon, followed
by two more - the Unit based in Kumrovec and at Pi-
onirski grad (Zagreb) were established, and in early
1992 the Anti-terrorist Unit — Sljeme, Vinica and Er-
dut respectively. The serious shortage of arms led
the Croatian authorities procure them from sources’”
outside the-country=nSeptemberand-Octoberl990
10,000 Kalashnikovs and the ammunition and in late
January 1991 30,000 infantry, anti-aircraft and anti
-armour weapons were procured.

2) Marijan, Davor: Jugoslavenska narodna armija u ratu protiv Republike Hrvatske, Ministarstvo obrane Republike Hrvatske, OruZane snage Republike Hrvatske,

HVU “Petar Zrinski”, Zagreb, 2008., str. 95.
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Jedinica za posebne zadatke
MUP-a RH Rakitje

The Unit for Special Purposes
of the Ministry of the Interior,
Raktije
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“BALVAN REVOLUCIJA™ | PRVI ORUZANI SUK0BI
HRVATSKE POLICIJE | SRPSKIH EKSTREMISTA

U mjestima sa srpskom vecinom vec se tijekom srpnja i kolovoza 1990. pocinju primjeci-
vati naoruZane straze. Nakon namjere MUP-a RH da preuzme oruZje pricuvnog sastava
policije u postajama u Lici i Dalmaciji, zapravo u mjestima gdje se pripremala oruZana
pobuna, srpski su pobunjenici zaprijecili balvanima i kamenjem glavne prometnice i one-
mogucili njegov dolazak. Od 17. kolovoza glavna prometnica iz unutradnjosti Hrvatske
prema Dalmaciji viSe nije bila prohodna, a dogadaj je posluZio kao povod srpskim ek-
stremistima za proglasenje “ratnog stanja’. Poku3aj hrvatske policije da uspostavi red i
osigura mir na tom podrucju sprijecilo je zrakoplovstvo JNA koje je, uz prijetnju rusenjem,
prisililo MUP-ove helikoptere da se vrate. Nekoliko dana potom pobunjenici su zapucali
na hrvatsku policiju koja je dosla kod Civljana ukloniti barikade. Slicno se dogadalo i
u drugim mjestima vecinski naseljenim srpskim stanovniStvom: Donjem Lapcu, Titovoj

FOTOARHIVA UDRUGE TIGAR 90/91 RAKITJE

THE “LOG REVOLUTION" AND THE FIRST ARMED
CONFLICTS WITH SERBIAN EXTREMISTS

In July and August 1990 armed sentinels were organised in the Serb-dominated areas.
When the Croatian Ministry of the Interior dispatched a squad to withdraw the weaponry
of the Police Reserve from the posts in Lika and Dalmacija (the centres of the insur-
gency), the local Serbs blocked the main roads in the two regions.

Since 17 August 1990 the main road to Dalmatia was no longer passable, after which
the extremists proclaimed “the state of war®. The efforts by the Croatian Police to re-
store order and peace in the regions were hindered by the Yugoslav Air Force, threatening
to down the Croatian helicopters. A few days earlier the insurgents opened fire on the
Croatian policemen who came to Civljane (a village in the Sibenik-Knin County) to remove
the barricades. Similar incidents took place in a number of settlements with Serbian
majority (Donji Lapac, Titova Korenica, Gracac, Obrovac, Benkovac) - extremist actions,
interception of vehicles, terrorising the civilians, armed attacks against the Croatian po-
licemen and civilians, laying mines on the roads and crimes against property occured

»



DOMOVINSKI RAT

Korenici, Gracacu, Obrovcu, Benkovcu... Teroristicke
aktivnosti, presretanje vozila, zlostavljanje gradana,
oruZani napadi na hrvatsku policiju i civile, miniranje
prometnica, krade i razbojstva te uniStavanje imovi-
ne povecavaju se iz dana u dan. Gotovo se istodob-
no sli¢an scenarij ponavljao i u sjevernoj Dalmaciji,
Lici, na Kordunu, Banovini, u zapadnoj i isto¢noj Sla-
voniji. Bio je to pocetak “balvan revolucije”, a sva ve-
¢inski srpska podrucja bila su uporista velikosrpske
pobune i baza raznoraznih paravojnih postrojbi koje
su pocele pristizati iz Srbije i Crne Gore. Oslonac im
je davala JNA koja je posebne vojne snage razmje-
Stala upravo na tim podrucjima.

Pocetkom 1991. nastavljaju se prijetnje hrvatskom vodstvu i protuustavne aktiv-
nosti pobunjenih Srba, a JNA traZi razoruzavanje novoustrojenih hrvatskih snaga te
5. vojna oblast JNA koja je sjediSte imala u Zagrebu podiZe borbenu spremnost na
najvisi stupanj. Cijelo to vrijeme vodstvo pobunjenih Srba traZi nacine pripajanja
hrvatskog teritorija Srbiji, a vojni vrh i srbijansko vodstvo plan daljnjeg zajednickog
djelovanja. Sve su ucestaliji i ozbiljniji napadi na hrvatsku policiju. Pocetkom oZujka
1991. u Policijskoj postaji Pakrac razoruzani su pripadnici hrvatske narodnosti, a
hrvatski odgovor na tako otvorenu pobunu bilo je slanje specijalne policijske po-
strojpe MUP-a koja je nakon intervencije stavila situaciju pod nadzor, a postaju
pod hrvatsku nadleZnost, dok su se srpski pobunjenici povukli na obliZznja brda. Tu
otvoreno prvi put intervenira i JNA otvarajuc¢i vatru na hrvatski oklopni prijevoZnjak
i ranjavajuci nekoliko policajaca. Namjera da razoruZa hrvatske redarstvene snage
nije uspjela. Bio je to prvi oruzani sukob hrvatske policije i JNA.

Ni mjesec dana poslije, na Uskrs 31. oZujka, zbio se
novi sukob u Nacionalnom parku Plitvicka jezera. Ak-
ciji hrvatskih specijalnih postrojbi prethodi “miting
istine” na Plitvicama, u organizaciji srpskih ekstre-
mista, na kojem se zahtijevalo da Nacionalni park
Plitvicka jezera ostane u sklopu tzv. SAO Krajine.

Idu¢eg je dana uslijedila jo$ jedna nezakonita od-
luka o smjeni rukovodstva Nacionalnog parka i po-
Cetak teroriziranja radnika nesrpske narodnosti. Na
podru¢je Plitvica, u svjetskim razmjerima poznato
po prirodnim ljepotama i pod zastitom UNESCO-a,
stiZze autobus pun “milicajaca” iz Knina... Njih petna-
estak upada u upravnu zgradu Nacionalnog parka
kako bi proveli odluku Skupstine Opcine Titova Ko-
renica o pripojenju poduze¢a tzv. SAO Krajini. U obli-

Znjim Mukinjama ekstremisti eksplozivom uniStava-
ju kucu i privatni posjed. Na Koranskom mostu na
ulazu u park osvanula je zastava tzv. SAO Krajine...
Glavna je drZzavna prometnica prema jugu blokirana,
a gosti plitvickih hotela prestravljeni i u nevjerici.
Na mladim je hrvatskim redarstvenim snagama
bila neizvjesna zadaca uspostave reda i mira na po-
druc¢ju parka. Nakon Sto ekstremisti odbijaju zahtjev
MUP-a RH da se povuku i deblokiraju prometnicu,
petstotinjak pripadnika Jedinice za posebne zadatke
MUP-a RH Rakitje i Antiteroristicke jedinice Lucko
te Specijalne postrojbe Kumrovec koja se uputila
pomocnim pravcem, krenulo je no¢ uoci Uskrsa put
Plitvica. No, pred svitanje 31. oZujka, na glavnom
praveukretanja;kolona vozila s hrvatskim specijal-
cima napadnuta je iz zasjede nedaleko od plitvic-
kih hotela i prate¢ih objekata. Vatra je otvorena iz
okolne Sume, u autobus pun hrvatskih redarstvenika
ulijece tromblonska mina, no, na srecu, zbog neizvu-
Cenog osiguraca ne eksplodira. Sukob je potrajao
nekoliko sati. NaZalost, u akciji neprijateljski metak
smrtno ranjava 22-godisnjeg hrvatskog policajca
Josipa Jovica, pripadnika Jedinice za posebne za-
datke MUP-a RH Rakitje, ujedno prvog poginulog
pripadnika hrvatskih'snaga t Domovinskom ratu, a
devet je hrvatskih policajaca ranjeno. Napadaci su
prisilieni povudi se, a prema policijskom izvjeS¢u uhi-
¢eno je dvadeset i'devet ekstremista, medu njima i
¢lan Glavnog odbora SDS-a Goran Hadzi¢ te tajnik
IzvrSnog odbora SDS-a Vukovara Borivoje Savic.
Kao Sto Ce biti redovit scenarij u sukobima koji su
uslijedili, na Plitvice stize i JNA s viSe prijevoZnjaka,
oklopnih vozila i tenkova. Hrvatskim je snagama po-
stavljen ultimatum da napuste Plitvice. Zahtjev je
odlu¢no odbijen, a u pregovorima koji su uslijedili
odluceno je da pripadnici Specijalne policije MUP-a
na Plitvicama uspostave policijsku postaju koja je
stavljena pod nadleznost PU-a Gospi¢ te nakon nje-
zina uspostavljanja napustaju podru¢je parka. JNA
ostaje na poloZajima na koje je stigla 31. oZujka
kako bi zastitila civile, imovinu, prirodnu bastinu... ali,
kako ¢e vrijeme pokazati, zapravo s ciljem zastite
srpskih ekstremista.

30 GODINA ORUZANIH SNAGA REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE




frequently throughout the areas with significant
Serbian population (north Dalmatia, Lika, Kordun,
Banovina, west and east Slavonia), which were in-
surgent strongholds and the bases for the paramili-
tary units arriving from Serbia and Montenegro. The
JNA backed the insurgents by positioning its forces
in those areas. The “Log Revolution” was imposed
on Croatia.

The threats to the Croatian leadership and illegal
activity by insurgent Serbs continued into 1991.
The JNA requested the disarmament of the newly
established Croatian units. The 5th Military District,
headquartered.in.Zagreb, raised the combat readi-
ness for its feJ’Fces to top level. Throughout the time
the Krajina leadership had sought to annex the Cro-
atian territory with Serbia, while JNA and the Serbi-
an leadership developed plans for further operation.
The attacks on the Croatian police were continued
with the disarming of the Croatial policemen of the
Pakrac Police Station in early March 1991. The Cro-

ing the extremists to, 'e outsklrts of Pakrac. It was
in Pakrac that the, JNA intervened for the first time
provoking an a_ed conflict with the Croatian po-
lice, opening/fire on the Croatian armoured trans-
porter and wounding several policemen.

Another conflict occured on the Easter Day (31
March) in the “Plitvicka jezera” National Park, a
UNESCO-protected area. The intevention by the
Croatian special units was preceded by a “‘mass

meeting of the anti-bureaucratic revolution® at Plit-

vice orgamsed by the Serb extremlsts requestlr;

mous Region of Krajina.
The day after the meeting the managem t of the
National Park was replaced, and the non-Serb staff
harassed. The members of the paramilitary forces
came from Knin to enforce the decision on the an-
nxation of the municipality of Titova Korenica (to
which the National Park belonged administratively)
to Krajina, whose flag was hoisted at the bridge
at the northern entrance to the Park. In the nearby

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

y

THE HOMELAND WAR

village of Mukinje the extremists destroyed a local
Croat’s house and the surrounding property and the
main road towards south was blocked.

The young Croatian police were tasked to establish order in the area of the National
Park. The request by the Ministry of the Interior to the extremists to withdraw and
unblock the road rejected, the members of the Ministry of the Interior's Special
Units, the Anti-terrorist Unit from Luc¢ko and the Special Unit from Kumrovec were
sent to Plitvice on the Easter Eve. In the early hours of 31 March the Croatian po-
licemen came under attack on the main movement route, in the vicinity of the hotels
and the service facilities. A grenade was launched onto a vehicle carrying Croatian
policemen, fortunately without exploding. The conflict lasted for a few hours, leav-
ing the first Croatian victim of the Homeland War - the 22-year old policeman Josip
Jovi¢, the member of the Ministry of the Interior's Special Purpose Unit from Rakitje;
nine policemen were wounded.

The attackers were forced to withdraw, and 29 ex-
tremists were arrested, among whom Goran HadZi¢,
the member of the Serb Democratic Party Central
Committee and Borivoje Savi¢, the Secretary of the
Party’s Executive Committee Vukovar.

The JNA sent transporters, armoured vehicles and
tanks to Plitviceand issued the ultimatum to the
Croatian forces to leave the area, which they re-
jected. The ensuing negotiations settled that the
special police units establish a police station in Plit-
vice, which was placed under the jurisdiction of the
Gospi¢ Police Department, after which they left the
area of the National Park, while the JNA remained
on the positions taken on 31 March under the pre-
text of “protecting the civilians, the property and
the natural heritage” but were really protecting the
Serbian extremists.

The event remained marked in the modern history
of Croatia as the Bloody Easter.

The resolute interventions of the Ministry of the
Interior’s Special Purpose Unit in Pakrac and Plit-
vice proved that Croatia had highly motivated and
trained unit capable of defending it. J]NAwhich at
both occasions formally separated the“conflicting
sides” was really coming to rescue the defeated
Serbian extremists. The scenario of the establish-
ment of “buffer zones* was copied to later incidents.
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Upravo ¢e taj dogadaj ostati zabiljeZen u novijoj hr-
vatskoj povijesti kao Krvavi Uskrs.

Odlucna je intervencija jedinica za posebnu namje-
nu MUP-a u Pakracu i na Plitvicama pokazala da
Hrvatska ima visokomotivirane i uvjeZbane snage
spremne za obranu domovine. JNA, koja je u oba
incidenta intervenirala, formalno sa zada¢om raz-
dvajanja “sukobljenih strana”, zapravo je djelovala u
zastiti srpskih ekstremistickih snaga kad je posta-
lo jasno da su one poraZene. Jednak e se scenarij
uspostave “tampon-zona” nastaviti i u svim idu¢im
incidentima. Tako uspostavljene “tampon-zone” za-
pravo su.sprecavale intervenciju hrvatskih snaga, a
pobunjenim Srbima omogucivale da na zaposjednu-
tompodrucju provode etnicko CiSc¢enje, tj. da odatle
protjeruju hrvatsko i ostalo nesrpsko stanovnistvo.

UBOJSTVO HRVATSKIH POLICAJACA U BOROVU SELU

Sli¢ni se incidenti i istovjetan scenarij nastavljaju i u Kijevu i Obrovcu, a zatim su
2. svibnja srpski ekstremisti u Borovu Selu iz zasjede ubili 12 hrvatskih policajaca.
U nodi s 1. na 2. svibnja u Savulji, naselju sjeverno od Borova Sela, napadnuti su
policajci Policijske postaje Vukovar. Dva su se policajca uspjela izvuci, dok su drugu
dvojicu zarobili pobunjeni Srbi. Zarobljeni policajci pretuceni su i odvedeni u Srbiju.
Ne znajuc¢i da su zarobljeni policajci u Vojvodini, pripadnici Posebne jedinice policije
PU-a Vinkovci krenuli su u akciju izvlacenja zarobljenih kolega i prilikom ulaska u
Borovo Selo na njih je otvorena vatra iz okolnih ku¢a. Pomo¢ opkoljenim policajcima
bila je onemogucena jer su srpski ekstremisti sa svih strana zatvorili prilaze selu. U
sukobu je hrvatska policija imala 12 poginulih i 21 ranjenog pripadnika.

Nakon ubojstva hrvatskih policajaca u Borovu Selu,
na vukovarskom je podrucju zavladalo predratn’o
stanje. Hrvatska policija viSe nije mogla u vinkévac-
koj i vukovarskoj opcini uci u sela s vecinskim srp-
skim stanovnistvom.
Takoveliki-gubici razbuktali-su-hivatski revolt i do-
datno se pogor3ala situacija na kriznim podruc¢jima,
a prosirila se i na isto¢nu Hrvatsku i naselja u okolici
Vinkovaca, Osijeka i Vukovara. Zahvaljujuci ponasa-
nju JNA, Mirkovci, Tenja i Borovo Selo postaju jaka
teroristicka uporista. Situacija se dramati¢no poce-
la pogorsavati i barikade ni¢u na sve strane.
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The buffer zones prevented the Croatian forces
from intervening and enabled the Serbian extrem-
ists to carry out ethnic cleansing of the seized ar-
eas and expel the Croatian and other non-Serbian
population.

THE MASSACRE OF THE
CROATIAN POLICEMEN AT
BOROVO SELD

The inidents and scenario were restamped in Kijevo
and Obrovac, and oh 2 May the Serb extremists of
Borovo Selo ambushed and killed 12 Croatian po-
licemen.

From 1 to 2 May 1991 at Savulja (a settlement to
the north of Borovo Selo) the policemen of the Vu-
kovar Police Station were attacked, two managed
to escape while two got arrested by the Serb insur-
gents , physically tortured and taken to Vojvodina
( Serbia). The members of thesSpecial Police Unit
of the Vukovar Police Depagtment, ignorant of the
whereabouts of the twoy€olleagues, were sent to
Borovo Selo to exfiltragé them, but upon the arrival
were opened fire af”from the nearby houses. The
Serb extremist closed all avenues of approach to
the village blocking any efforts to assist the Croa-
tian policemen. The tragic event left 12 killed and
21 wounded policemen.

Following the horrid massacre of Croatian police-
men at Borovo Selo resulted in a war-like situation.
The Croatian police had na access to the dominant-

ly Serb-inhabited villages in the municipalities of

Vinkovnci and Vukovar. /
The toll suffered-revelted-the Croatians-and-aggra-
vated the situation in the crisis area. It spilled over
to eastern Croatia and the surroundings of Vinko-
vci, Osijek and Vukovar. The JNA-backed villages of
Mirkovci, Tenja and Borovo Selo became terrorist
strongholds. The situation grew more dramatic and
the barricades were seen everywhere.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES



Specijalne postrojbe MUP-a RH na
Plitvickim jezerima u akciji Krvavi
Uskrs 1991.

Special units of the Ministry of the
Interior in Plitvicka jezera National
Park during the campaign Krvavi
Uskrs 1991
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OSNIVANJE ZBORA NARODNE GARDE

Hrvatska se obrana u pocetku temeljila samo na postrojpama MUP-a, ali to zbog sve
otvorenijeg gomilanja snaga JNA nije bilo dovoljno. Puno je dragovoljaca bilo spremno
ukljuciti se u obranu Hrvatske, no oruZja jo$ nije bilo dovoljno, posebice teSkog. Dana 18.
travnja 1991. donesen je Zakon o izmjenama i dopunama Zakona o unutarnjim poslovi-
ma na temelju kojeg je donesena Odluka o ustrojavanju Zbora narodne garde (ZNG), prve
profesionalne oruZane postrojbe s obrambenim i redarstvenim zada¢ama.? Do kraja svib-
nja ustrojene su prve Cetiri djelatne (A) brigade ZNG-a koje su svecanu prisegu domovini
poloZile povijesnog 28. svibnja 1991. na stadionu NK Zagreb u Kranj¢evi¢evoj ulici. Danas
taj datum s ponosom slavimo kao dan utemeljenja Oruzanih snaga Republike Hrvatske.
Iz tih su postrojbi poslije regrutirani pripadnici novoustrojenih gardijskih brigada. Upravo
su gardijske brigade: prva Tigrovi, druga Gromovi, tre¢a Kune, Cetvrta Pauci, neSto po-
slije ustrojene peta Sokolovi, sedma Pume, osma lakojurisna Orlovi i deveta Vukovi, uz
AT) Lucko, specijalne postrojbe Glavnog stoZera (bojne Zrinski i Frankopan, pretece 1.
hrvatskog gardijskog zdruga - 1. HGZ) te specijalne postrojbe MUP-a podnijele najveci

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CROATIAN
NATIONAL GUARD

The police units were no longer sufficient defence against the overt accumulation of
JNA forces. There were many volunteers among the Croatian citizens but a serious lack
of arms, particularly heavy weaponry. On 18 April 1991 the Act on Amendments to the
Interior Act, which set the legal framework for the establishment of the Croatian Na-
tional Guard - a first professional armed unit assigned with defence and policing. The
first four active brigades of the Croatian National Guard were established by late May
1991, whose members took the oath of loyalty to the homeland on the historic day of 28
May 1991. This took place in the football stadium of the Zagreb Football Club, the date
which was later proudly marked as the day of the establishment of the Croatian Armed
Forces. The four brigades were the core of the future Guards brigades (“Tigrovi®, “Gromo-

3) Narodne novine, br. 19/91 od 23. travnja 1991.
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. Prvo postrojavanje pripadnika Zbora narodne garde na stadionu NK
/ \ A Zagreb u Kranjcevicevoj ulici 28. svibnja 1991.

-
First line-up of the members of the Croatian National Guard in the
) A X 5 stadium of the Zagreb Football Club in Kranj€eviéeva, 28 May.1991

FOTO: MARKO PERIC
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teret i imale presudnu ulogu u obrani i oslobadanju
Hrvatske. Istodobno s ustrojavanjem profesionalnih
oruZanih snaga ustrojavaju se i odredi Narodne za-
Stite koja je do kraja lipnja brojila vise od 50 000
pripadnika. Usporedno sa Sirenjem pobune, po gra-
dovima su osnivani krizni stoZeri radi $to uspjesnije
organizacije obrane i povezivanja snaga.

RASPLAMSAVANJE SUKOBA

Dok su na politickom planu hrvatsko vodstvo i no-
vokonstituirani Sabor RH neumorno radili na proce-
su osamostaljenja drzave donijevsi 25. lipnja 1991.
Ustavnu odluku o suverenosti i samostalnosti RH?,
3to je znacilo da je drZava Hrvatska rodena, ispro-
vocirani tom odlukom vec¢ su iduceg jutra pobunjeni
Srbi napali Policijsku postaju u Glini i okolna pod-
rucja. lako su specijalne policijske postrojbe uspjele
vratiti Policijsku postaju pod svoj nadzor, ponovno
se umijeSala JNA, vrlo se otvoreno stavivsi na stra-
nu pobunjenika i omogucivsi im daljnje djelovanje i
okupaciju dijela Banovine.

Pokret JNA prema susjednoj Sloveniji krajem lipnja pratila je mobilizacija Zbora na-
rodne garde te je u prvim danima srpnja mobilizirano deset brigada i nekoliko samo-
stalnih bojni, dok je u pet oformljeno zapovjednistvo kako bi pripremilo prihvat ljudi.
Teroristicke aktivnosti srpskih ekstremista u srpnju su prerasle u otvorenu agresiju
JNA i srpsko-crnogorskih snaga na Hrvatsku. Napadi na hrvatske gradane te pripad-
nike MUP-a i ZNG-a postali su svakodnevni. NajteZe je bilo u isto€noj Slavoniji gdje
srpske pobunjenicke skupine, osnaZene velikom koli¢inom novopridoslih mehanizira-
nih snaga JNA, napadaju hrvatska sela oko Osijeka, Vukovara, Vinkovaca i Zupanje
te protjeruju Hrvate. lzvor najve¢ih nemira na vinkovackom podrucju bili su Mirkovci,
a na vukovarskom Borovo Selo.

Zbog nestabilne situacije hrvatsko je vodstvo od-
luc¢ilo na tom podrucju pojacati obrambene snage.
Policijske snage u Hrvatskoj promijenile su sredi-
nom lipnja 1991. svoj teritorijalni ustroj prema ko-
jem je u Vukovaru ustrojen PU Vukovar koji je imao

jo3 policijske postaje u lloku i Tovarniku, a ukupno
je brojio 280 ovlastenih policajaca. Kao ispomoc¢
PU-u Vukovar krajem lipnja do3lo je oko 250 poli-
cajca iz Varazdina i Slavonskog Broda.

U lipnju je formirana postrojba Zbora narod-
ne garde jacine 150 ljudi pri PU-u Vukovar, a iz
unutrasnjosti Hrvatske 15. je lipnja u llok stigla
satnija 1. brigade ZNG-a Tigrovi i u Opatovac 30
pripadnika bojne Zrinski. Pripadnici Bojne pomogli
su oko ustroja i obuke vukovarske brigade ZNG-a.
Krajem lipnja pripadnici bojne Zrinski premjeste-
ni su u Vukovar, a u Opatovac je smjesten dio 1.
brigade ZNG-a. Dolaskom oklopnih snaga JNA u
isto¢nu Slavoniju najvise je bio ugrozen dio 1. bri-
sade~ZNG=a~koji~se nasao odsjecen u Erdutu. U
teskoj su se situaciji nasla i hrvatska sela uz samu
kopnenu granicu sa Srbijom. Ve¢ 26. lipnja doslo
je do sukoba izmedu JNA potpomognute pobunje-
nim Srbima i pripadnika ZNG-a koji su osiguravali
silos Pergaj kod Br3adina u kojem su bile pohra-
njene dvije trecine pri€uva Zitarica RH. Nakon toga
sukobi su postali svakodnevna pojava. Srpski su
teroristi 28. lipnja napali kontrolni punkt hrvatskih
snaga u Borovu naselju te poceli prijetiti stanovni-
cima Celija koje je Branilo 120 gardista. Rezultat
tih prijetnji bio je napad srpskih snaga i okupacija
Tenje, a 9. srpnja spaljivanje Celija.

Pripadnici JNA otvorili su 8. srpnja na podrucju llo-
ka vatru na ophodnju MUP-a koja je drZala poloZaj
prema mostu na Dunavu. Na napad je uzvratila 1.
brigada ZNG-a ¢iji je pripadnik iz protuoklopnog
oruZja pogodio tenk JNA. Bio je to prvi uniSteni
tenk u Domovinskom ratu. Ve¢ su idu¢eg dana

zrakoplovi JNA iz strojnica gadali bazu 1. brigade

ZNG-a na Principovcu.
lako-su-hrvatske-snage poku3ale -22. srpnja-Mir-
kovce staviti pod nadzor, to im nije uspjelo. Razlog
je ponovno bila uspostava fantomske “tampon-zo-
ne” JNA koja intenzivira napade na hrvatske snage,

4) http://www.sabor.hr/Default.aspx?art=15020

ell

30 GODINA ORUZANIH SNAGA REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE



vi“, “Kune®, “Pauci®, “Sokolovi®, “Pume®, the Military
Police light assault brigade “Orlovi®, “Vukovi®, which
bore the heaviest burden of combat and played a
major role in defence and liberation of the coun-
try alongside the Antiterrorist Unit Lucko and the
General Staff’s special unit — the “Zrinski i Franko-
pan” Battalion. Meanwhile the detachments of the
Civil Protection were established, which gathered
some 50,000 members by late June. Croatian towns
formed crisis headquarters to bolster the defences
and co-ordinate the forces.

INTENSIFIED CONFLICTS

The newly constituted Croatian Parliament on 25
June 1991 adopted the Constitutional Decision on

THE HOMELAND WAR

ment (with a total of 280 authorised policemen)
was established with police stations in llok and To-
varnik Vukovar police forces, and received the rein-
forcement of some 250 policemen from Varazdin
and Slavonski Brod. In June a 150-member unit of
the Croatian National Guard was established in the
area of the responsibility of the Vukovar Police De-
partment. A company of the 1st Professional Bri-
gade (Tigrovi) was deployed to llok and 30 mem-
bers of part of the “Zrinski i Frankopan™ Battalion to
Opatovac (later switched the positions). The arrival
of JNA's armoured forces to eastern Slavonia cut off
the component of the 1st Brigade of the Croatian
National Guard at Erdut and the Croatian villages
situated along the land border on Serbia.

Sovereignty land Independence of the Republic of
Croatia. The following morning the insurgent Serbs
attacked the Glina Police Station and the surround-
ing area. The Croatian Special Police regained con-
trol of the Police Station, blit the JNA intervened
again openly taking sidg “with the insurgents and

Late June saw a clash between the JNA and the Serb insurgents with the members
of the Croatian National Guard securing the grain silo Dergaj near Brsadin (storing
two thirds of the grain reserves of the Republic of Croatia), followed by a number of
other conflicts — on 28 June Serbian extremists attacked a control point of the Croa-
tian forces in Borovo Naselje and threatened the residents of the village of Celije,
defended by 120 Guard members only. The Serb forces attacked and occupied the

helping them expand and seize a part of the prov-
ince of Banovina.
The movemen;..-"'f JNA forces against the neigh-
enia was followed by the mobilisation
of the Croatian National Guard, which in early July
had ten brigade, several autonomous battalions,
and five brigade headquarters established to pre-
pare for the reception of the manpower.

In July 1991 the activities by the Serbian extremists

grew into an open aggression by the JNA and Ser-
bian and Montenegrin forces on Croatia, with da],L;yf""‘

attacks on the Croatian citizens, policemenﬁ'ﬁd
members of the Croatian National Guard. Tf‘lg’ﬁvorst
Situation-was-in-east Slavenia-where-the”Serb in-
surgents, backed by large mechanised JNA forces
attacked the Croatian villages in the surroundings
of Osijek, Vukovar (the stronghold in Borovo Selo),
Zupanja and Vinkovci (the stronghold in Borovo
Selo) and expelled non-Serb nationals.

The Croatian authorities enhanced the defence
forces in east Slavonia — the Vukovar Police Depart-

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

village of Tenja and burne the village of Celije down.

On 8 July JNA members opened fire on the Croatian
police patrol. Defending the patrol a member of ti-
grovi Brigade hit and destroyed a JNA tank. On the
following day the Yugoslav Air Force aircraft shot
the Brigade’s base at Principovac.

On 22 July the Croatian forces attempted to regain
control of Mirkovci but were thwarted by the JNA
installing a buffer zone and destroying the Croa-
tian National Guard base at the village of Cakovci.
A company of the “Tigrovi® Brigade located at the
Training Centre at Erdut underwent a mortar attack
killing six and wounding 15 soldiers. The Yugoslav
aircraft conducted air raids against the barracks at
Sotin and Principovac and totally destroyed the bar-
racks at Opatovac. Despite the attacks, the Croatian
forces in late July managed to complete the con-
struction of the road Marinci-Bogdanovci towards
Vukovar, under the control of the Croatian forces
and on 3 August gained control of LuZac (a suburb

eh
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posebice 1. brigadu ZNG-a, koje su doSle obraniti
to podrugje. Zrakoplovi JNA tog su dana potpuno
unistili bazu ZNG-a u Cakovcima. Ubrzo zatim na-
pali su minobacacima satniju Tigrova smjestenu
u Nastavnom centru u Erdutu i u tom je napadu
poginulo Sest gardista, a petnaest ih je ranjeno.®
Ostatak postrojbe povukao se u Erdut i Aljmas.
JNA je izvela zrakoplovni napad i na vojarne ZNG-a
u Sotinu i na Principovcu te na vojarnu u Opatovcu
koju je potpuno razruSila. Gardisti su bili prisiljeni
napustiti bazu na Principovcu koju je nekoliko dana
poslije zaposjela JNA. Ipak, hrvatska je strana tih
dana napravila dva vaZna poteza za obranu Vu-
kovara. Krajem srpnja dovrsena je cesta Marinci-
—Bogdanovci ¢ime hrvatska strana vise nije ovisila
o komunikacijama za Vukovar preko pobunjenih
sela. Usto, 3. kolovoza hrvatske su snage stavile
pod nadzor vukovarsko naselje LuZac ¢ime je us-
postavljena jedinstvena obrana grada. Od 25. ko-
lovoza do 1. listopada kukuruzni put spasa od Bog-
danovaca do Lu3ca bio je jedina cestovna veza
Vukovara sa slobodnim dijelom Hrvatske.

U susjedni je Brsadin sredinom kolovoza stigla paravojna skupina dobrovoljaca
Srpske garde ¢ija je zadac¢a bila napad na silos Pergaj. Istog su dana po silosu
iz strojnica djelovali zrakoplovi JNA, no pripadnici ZNG-a koji su ga osiguravali
uspjeli su oboriti jedan zrakoplov, a drugi o3tetiti. Agresija poprima sve tragic¢nije
razmjere koji kulminiraju pocetkom kolovoza pokoljem u Dalju. Bila je to slika
barbarstva i unidtenja svega s predznakom hrvatskog. Napadnute su i malobrojne
hrvatske snage koje su branile Erdut i Aljmas, a zbog blokade prometnica i mosto-
va, stanovnistvo i ranjeni hrvatski policajci i gardisti do Osijeka su se uspjeli izvuci
rijecnim Slepovima. U sli¢nu je poloZaju bio i llok.

Ubojstva, progoni, pljackanje, paljenje i rusenje
kuca i hrvatskih svetiSta bio je obrazac terori-
stickog djelovanja, sve u sprezi s JNA i uz njezinu
oruZanu potporu, Sto uz veliku koncentraciju sna-
ga na tom podrucju postaje i glavni izvor sukoba.
Pod njezinim pritiskom hrvatske su snage dove-

dene u bezizlaznu situaciju, vec¢inu se gradova u
Slavoniji sustavno i planski napada, a naposljetku
su pobunjeni Srbi i JNA okupirali i Baranju. Oko
Vukovara su se gomilale snage JNA 3to je do kra-
ja kolovoza preraslo u dotad najvedi sukob s hr-
vatskim snagama.

Hrvatske su postrojbe zbog znatnih teritorijalnih
i ljudskih gubitaka u kolovozu bile u loSem stanju.
Naime, i dalje je nedostajalo naoruzanja i vojne
opreme za povecanje borbenih sastava. ZNG je 20.
kolovoza u isto¢noj Slavoniji i zapadnom Srijemu
raspolagao s nesto vise od 6000 gardista te pet-
stotinjak policajaca.

Identi¢an je scenarij etni¢kog ¢is¢enja primijenjen
i=na~Banovini~keja gotovo istodobno postaje jed-
nako ugrozZena. Hrvatsko je stanovnistvo protjeri-
vano iz Dvora na Uni, Hrvatske Kostajnice, Gline,
Petrinje... Hrvatske snage unato¢ nadljudskom ot-
poru nisu uspjele sacuvati Petrinju i Hrvatsku Ko-
stajnicu koje su okupirane sredinom rujna.
Pogorsano je stanje i na dijelu Korduna u op¢ina-
ma Vojni¢ i Vrginmost. U Lici su najveci sukobi bili
oko Ljubova, prijevoja koji su drzale hrvatske sna-
ge, ali su se zbog intenzivnih napada JNA morale
povuci. Krajem kolovoza napadi su usmjereni i na
Gospi¢, nesto juznije na Vrliku i Kijevo te Sire pod-
rucje Obrovca i KruSeva, a kulminirali su zatvara-
njem Masleni¢kog mosta.

lako je situacija u zapadnoj Slavoniji bila nesto
mirnija, barem 3to se tice djelovanja JNA, napadi
pobunjenih Srba, pljacke, napadi na naselja i ome-
tanja prometa bili su sve Ce3¢i, posebno od sredine
kolovoza i samoproglasavanja “SAO Zapadna Sla-
vonija”. Tad pocinju i sukobi oko Okucana i Nove
Gradiske, Daruvara, Grubisnog Polja i Pakraca.
Politicke inicijative hrvatskog vodstva poduzimane
u to vrijeme da se srpsko pitanje u Hrvatskoj rijesi
mirnim putem te da se zaustavi agresija nisu nai-
lazile na razumijevanje.

5) 1. gardijska brigada Hrvatske vojske Tigrovi, Edicija monografija vojno-redarstvenih postrojbi OruZanih snaga Republike Hrvatske iz Domovinskog rata 1991. - 1996.,
Ministarstvo obrane Republike Hrvatske, Glavni stoZer OruZanih snaga RH, Zagreb, 2012., str. 131.

26

30 GODINA ORUZANIH SNAGA REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE



of Vukovar) thereby establishing a unified defence
of the town. In the period from 25 August to 1 Oc-
tober the sole communication between Vukovar and
the rest of the national territory led through a corn-
field path from Bogdanovci to LuZac.

In mid-August a military group of volunteers of the
Serbian guard assigned with attacking the grain cilo
Dergaj near Br3adin. The members of the Croatian
National Guard managed to down a JNA aircraft fir-
ing at the silo while the other was damaged.

The aggression intensified, culminating in the mas-
sacre in the village of Dalj in early August, a barbar-
ic act directed_on destroying everything Croatian.
The under-n#anned Croatian forces defending the
nearby village of Erdut and Aljmas came under at-
tack too, and as the roads and bridges were blocked
the population and the wounded Croatian police-
men and soldiers withdrew by waterway towards
Osijek. The town of llok faced the same fate.
Murders, expulsions, looting, destroying and putting
houses and even sanctuaron fire were demon-
strations of terrorism bagked by the JNA, who con-
centrated large forces”in east Slavonia provoking
conflicts and placipg the Croatian forces in a hope-
less position. - majority of the Slavonian towns
were exposed’to attacks and the aggressor even-
tually occupied Baranja. The heaviest forces con-
centrated around Vukovar, where in late August the
Croatian forces were caught in the largest conflict.
Due to the heavy territorial and human toll the Cro-
atian forces were in a highly disadvantageous posi-
tion, short of arms and equipment to augment the
combat component the Croatian National Guar,
in east Slavonia and west Sirmium only had 6,800
members reinforced with 500 policemen.
The-same-scenario of ethnie-cleansing-oCcured in
Banovina, which came into a precarious situation
too. The Croatian population was expelled from
Dvor na Uni, Hrvatska Kostajnica, Glina, Petrinja
and the Croatian forces, although offering heroic
resistance, were overpowered and in mid-Septem-
ber lost the battle for Petrinja and Hrvatska Ko-
stajnica.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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BLOKADA VOJARNI

U pozadini oruZanih sukoba na bojistima vodio se
“rat za vojarne”. Naredbu o povlacenju u vojarne
u roku od 48 sati JNA je odbila te je Hrvatska od-
govorila 12. rujna blokadom vojarni i njihovim za-
uzimanjem. Posada vojarne “Barutana” u Sisku s
cjelokupnom opremom i sredstvima, ve¢inom inZe-
njerijskim, ve¢ se bila predala nekoliko dana prije no
3to su hrvatske snage dobile zapovijed za tu akciju.
Maniji vojni objeki predali su se odmah, a 15. rujna
nekoliko vojarni u Zagrebu te idu¢eg dana i objekt u
kojem se nalazilo Zapovjednistvo 5. korpusa RV-a i
PVO-a. Pocetkom listopada osvojena je i vojarna u
Samoboru i skladista u Velikoj Buni.

Najveci je uspjeh hrvatskih snaga bilo zarobljavanje Varazdinskog korpusa koji je dr-
7ao objekte u VaraZzdinu, Bjelovaru i Koprivnici. Domogle su se vise od 150 tenkova,
oko 170 oklopnih prijevoZnjaka te desetaka minobacaca, topova i haubica raznih
kalibara te druge vojne opreme. Velik je uspjeh bilo i osvajanje vojarni i skladista u
Gospicu, Ogulinu te Karlovcu.

Hrvatske su snage na jugu vec¢ prvog dana zauzele skladista oruzja i streljiva u Ma-
lim Barama kod Plo¢a. Odmah nakon toga zauzet je i Vojni muzej u Splitu, objekt
veze na Biokovu, objekt Zabljak kod Makarske i postaja na Punti od Marjana u Splitu.
Tijekom 16. rujna hrvatske su snage usle i u skladiste “Brizine” u Solinu, raketnu
bazu u Zrnovnici, vojarnu “Seget” kod Trogira, vojarnu “Visoka” u Splitu, a u hrvatske
je ruke presla i Vojna bolnica u Splitu. Na Sibenskom su podrucju hrvatske snage
osvojile bitnice obalnog topnitva Zetevo i Zirje, vojne objekte Krus¢icu, Smokvicu,
Dubravu, Subi¢evac, Kuline i Remontni zavod.

Na podru¢ju Slavonije, u Dakovu je zarobljeno
naoruZanje protuoklopne topnicke brigade, u po-
kusaju bijega i mehanizirana satnija, osvojena je
vojarna u Slavonskoj PoZegi gdje se nalazio Auto-
mobilski nastavni centar te vojarne u Nasicama i
Donjem Miholjcu. Vojarne u Vinkovcima i Vukovaru
ostale su pod nadzorom JNA.

U razdoblju od 13. rujna do 7. listopada 1991.
osvojeno je ukupno 68 objekata JNA: 39 vojarni i

skladista te 26 drugih objekata, medu njima dva
centra veze i jedna raketna baza. U sklopu cijele
rujanske operacije zauzimanja vojarni, 32. korpus
JNA u cijelosti je razoruZan, a djelomi¢no 10. za-
grebacki i 13. rijecki, kao i zrakoplovne i mornaric-
ke snage. Posebno vazni objekti JNA osvojeni tih
dana bile su vojarne i skladista u Varazdinu, Bje-
lovaru, Delnicama, “Zrnovnica”“kod Splita, “Male
Bare” kod Ploca, te kod Zagreba skladiste “Duboki
Jarak”, “Samobor” i “Velika Buna”.

Odgovor JNA na te gubitke bilo je granatiranje
i zraCni napadi po zauzetim vojarnama kako bi
se unistilo ono to_je_u njima_ostalo, dok je dio
tehnike i naoruZanja koje nije uspjela izvu¢i bio
onesposobljen-iliroStecen. JNA se iz preostalih vo-
jarni povukla tek nakon sporazuma o povlacenju
preostalih snaga 5. vojne oblasti iz Hrvatske uz
ostavljanje oruZja Teritorijalne obrane. Bio je to
velik uspjeh hrvatskih snaga koje su osim zaro-
bljenog oruZja i opreme JNA dosle u posjed i dijela
opreme i oruZja Teritorijalne obrane oduzetih jo$
u svibnju 1990. U hrvatskim se rukama naslo oko
250 tenkova i oklopnjaka, vise stotina komada to-
pnickog oruZja te deseci tisu¢a pusaka i nekoliko
milijuna komada streljiva. Time st znatno poveca-
ni oruZani kapaciteti hrvatskih snaga na cijelom
podrucju Republike Hrvatske te su stvoreni predu-
vjeti za naoruzavanje HV-a i za njegovo ubrzano
narastanje.

Za rat koji se rasplamsavao bilo je ipak nedovolj-
no s obzirom na to da je Hrvatska bila suoCena
s jo$ jednom nepovoljnom situacijom u koju se
taj put ukljucila i medunarodna zajednica koja je
Rezolucijom Vijeca sigurnosti UN-a od 25. rujna
1991.8 zabranila svim zemljama izvoz naoruzay”
nja-i-vojne-opreme-u-jugoslaviju,-$to-je-dodatno
pogodilo Hrvatsku, suo¢enu s golemim zalihama
streljiva i izrazitom nadmodi u naoruzanju koje je
posjedovala JNA.

6) https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/RESOLUTION/GEN/NRO/596/49/IMG/NR059649.pdf?OpenElement (Pregledano 4. svibnja 2016.)
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Meanwhile the situation worsened in Kordun in the
municipalities of Vojni¢ and Vrginmost. In Lika the
Croatian forces defended the Ljubovo Pass but due
to the intensity of JNA attacks eventually lost control
over it. The aggressor forces threatened Gospic, Vr-
lika, Obrovac and KruSevo to the south and acceded
the vital communication with the southern Croatia
— the Maslenica Bridge. The situation in west Sla-
vonia was somewhat calmer, albeit with increasing
attacks, plundering, traffic blockades by the insur-
gents intensified , particularly from mid-August on,
when the so-called Serbian Autonomous Region of
Western Slavopia.was proclaimed, opening a period
of conflicts 4f the surroundings of Okucani, Nova
Gradiska, Daruvar, Grubisno polje and Pakrac.

The political initiatives by the Croatian authorities
towards a peaceful solution of the Serb issue and
to stop the aggression were all fruitless.

THE BLOCKADE OF BARRACKS

Behind the conflicts ingthe battlefields Croatian
authorities led a bat_,-"" for the barracks. The JNA
having refused to Mithdraw to the barracks within
48 hours, the Cr atian authorities on 12 September
were forced 16 blockade and seize the barracks. The
personnel of the “Barutana” Barracks in Sisak had
surrendered a few days before the order was issued,
with a substantive quantity of engineer equipment.
Smaller barracks surrendered (the barracks in the
Zagreb area surrendered on 15 September and the

Command of the 5th Yugoslav Air Force and Air De-
fence Corps on 16 September 1991. In early Octo?#”

ber the same happened with the JNA installatiqg;é""in
the wider Zagreb area (Samobor, Velika Bugﬁf’
The-seized-barracks and-assets«(150-tahks, 170
armoured transporters, tens of mortars, guns and
howitzers and other military equipment) of the
Varazdin Corps, located in Varazdin, Bjelovar and
Koprivnica) was a decisive moment for the equip-
ping of the Croatian forces. Useful supplies also
came from the seized barracks and depots in
Gospi¢, Ogulin and Karlovac.
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On 15 September the Croatian forces seized the large arms and ammunition depot
“Male Bare” near PloCe, followed by the seizing of the Military Museum in Split, the
signal installation in the Biokovo mountain, an installation at Zabljak near Makarska,
and a station in the Marjan mount in Split. On 16 September the Croatian forces
entered the warehouse BriZine in Solin, the missile base at Zrnovnica, the barracks
“Seget* near Trogir, the barracks Visoka and a military hospital in Split. In the Sibenik
area the Croatian forces seized the coastal artillery batteries at Ze¢evo and Zirje,
a number of installations (Krui¢ica, Smokvica, Dubrava, Subi¢evac, Kuline) and a
Maintenance Depot.

The installations taken over in Slavonia included the
arms of the anti-armour artillery brigade in Bakovo;
the barracks in Slavonska PoZega (which housed a
transportation training centre) and the barracks in
Nasice and Donji Miholjac. The barracks located in
Vinkovci and Vukovar remained under JNA control.
A total of 68 JNA instalations (39 barracks and
depots and 26 other installations — two signal in-
stallations and a missile base) were seized in the
period from 13 September through 7 October 1991
and the 32nd JNA Corps was disarmed entirely and
10th Zagreb Corps, the 13rd Rijeka Corps, the Air
Force and the Navy partly. The barracks and depots
in Varazdin, Bjelovar, Delnice, Zrnovnica (Split), Male
Bare (Ploce)Duboki jarak, Samobor and Velika Buna
( near Zagreb) had stored critical quantities of the
arms and equipment .

The JNA then shelled the seized barracks in order to
destroy the unwithdrawn stock. The remainder of
the installations were only left after the conclusion
of the agreement on the withdrawal of the forces
of the 5th JNA Corps from Croatia (which stipulated
the handover of the arms of the Territorial Defence
Force to Croatia).

Taking hold of the arms in the JNA barracks was
a huge success for the Croatian forces, who also
managed to withdraw the assets of the Territorial
Defence Force. The provision of some 250 tanks
and armoured vehicles, hundreds of artillery assets,
tens of thousands of rifles and large quantities of
ammunition enhanced the capacities of the Croa-
tian forces throughout the battlefields and enabled
their growth and equipping.
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OSNIVANJE GLAVNOG STOZERA
HRVATSKE VOJSKE

Uspje3no je blokiranje i osvajanje vojarni i vojnih
skladista bitno promijenilo vojni odnos snaga. No,
uvjeti za kvalitetniju obranu i vodenje rata stvoreni
su osnivanjem Glavnog stoZera HV-a sredinom ruj-
na 1991. i ulaskom u njegov sastav Zapovjednistva
ZNG-a, HRM-a i HRZ-a te dono3enjem Zakona o
obrani.” Nedugo nakon toga pocela je i reorganiza-
cija oruzanih snaga RH te je pricuvni sastav ZNG-a
preimenovan u Hrvatsku vojsku, a samo su djelatne
postrojbe zadrZale naziv ZNG te krajem godine do-
lazi i do ustrojavanja Domobranstva. Ustrojena su
takoder i zapovjednistva operativnih zona i sektora
te operativnih grupa.

Pocetkom listopada 1991. u sastavu HV-a nalazile su se 24 naoruZane brigade, 10
brigada u stvaranju i niz samostalnih bojni i satnija. U listopadu i studenom mobili-
zirano je jos 20 brigada tako da je u sije¢nju 1992. u RH bilo 330 000 vojnika u 65
brigada i velikom broju pukovnija i bojni te oko 40 000 pripadnika MUP-a od kojih
je trec¢ina bila na bojistu.®

Krajem rujna i pocekom listopada srpska je agresija usla u najZzes¢u fazu. Ignori-
rajuci sve pregovore i pokusaje hrvatske Vlade i medunarodne zajednice za mirno
rjeSavanje krize, JNA i srpske paravojne postrojbe kre¢u u op¢i napad na svim boji-
Stima u Hrvatskoj.

U jeku najZesce agresije, 7. listopada zrakoplovi JNA
raketiraju Banske dvore, sjediste hrvatske Vlade u
srediStu Zagreba, a sudionici sastanka koji je vodio
predsjednik Franjo Tudman, sre¢om, prolaze neozli-
jedeni. Razaranja hrvatskih gradova i zabrinjavajuce
vijesti koje su stizale s bojista te napad na samo
srediSte glavnog grada prisilili su Sabor RH da vec
idu¢eg dana, 8. listopada, na zasjedanju koje je odr-
Zano u podrumskoj prostoriji INA-e, donese konacnu
Odluku o odcjepljenju Republike Hrvatske od SFR)
i njezinu osamostaljenju®, a JNA proglasi agresor-
skom i okupatorskom vojskom.

Proglasenjem neovisnosti Hrvatske uslijedili su jo$
Ze3¢i napadi na brojne gradove i mjesta, no njezi-
ne su obrambene snage diljem crte bojista ipak bile
najizloZenije.

BITKA ZA VUKOVAR

Do eskalacije sukoba u isto¢noj Slavoniji dolazi ve¢
u srpnju i kolovozu kad JNA sa srpskim paravojnim
postrojbama sve ¢e3ce i brutalnije napada i unista-
va hrvatska sela te protjeruje hrvatsko stanovnis-
tvo. Cilj joj je bila okupacija isto¢ne Hrvatske koja je
trebala zapoceti zauzimanjem Vukovara i, kako se
pokazalo, njegovim potpunim unistenjem.
Agresorje-na-Vukovar krenuo s trideset tisuca voj-
nika i pripadnika paravojnih skupina te s oko tisucu
Sesto oklopnih borbenih vozila, Sezdeset zrakoplo-
va, tristo pedeset topova te mnostvom ostale vojne
tehnike. Hrvatskih branitelja, s vrlo skromnim naoru-
Zanjem, tijekom bitke za grad nikad nije bilo viSe od
tisu¢u osamsto.

Kad je potkraj kolovoza neprijatelj poceo opci na-
pad na grad, predvidao je da ¢e otpor biti slomljen
za tri dana, no prkosedi ratnoj logici, hrvatski su
branitelji gotovo puna tri mjeseca odolijevali da-
nono¢nim napadima. Do kraja rujna obrana Vu-
kovara, Borova naselja i Bogdanovaca bila je or-
ganizirana po mjesnim zajednicama. Crta obrane
koju su drzali branitelji Vukovara, Borova naselja
i Bogdanovaca bila je dulja od deset kilometara.
Nije postojala klasi¢na crta bojista, nego je obra-
na bila organizirana po obrambenim punktovima
- tockama.

Krajem rujna u pomoc vukovarskim braniteljima
pristigla su posljednja pojacanja u ljudstvu i naoruy”
Zanje iz osvojenih-vojarni koje je bilo-rasporedeno
tako da se mogu vatreno pokriti svi smjerovi napa-
da i podrZati obrambeni punktovi u svim dijelovima
Vukovara, Borova naselja i Bogdanovaca.

7) http://www.morh.hr/hr/dan-osrh-2013/167-morh/aktualne-teme/dan-oruzanih-snaga-2013.html

8) http://www.enciklopedija.hr/natuknica.aspx?id=26425
9) http://www.sabor.hr/Default.aspx?art=15019
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It was stlll far from sufficient to fight against a far
better armed and equipped YNA, particularly after
the UN SC imposed arms embargo for the countries
of ex Yugoslavia.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
THE GENERAL STAFF OF THE
CROATIAN ARMY

The successful blockade and seizing of the barracks
and depots reversed the balance of forces. The es-
tablishment of the General Staff of the Croatian
Army (incorpOrating the Croatian National Guard
Command, the Croatian Navy and the Croatan Air
Force) and the adoption of the Defence Act in mid-
September 1991 enabled improved defences and
operation management. It was followed by the re-
structuring of the military — the active components
kept the title Croatian Nationat Guard and the re-
serve force was named Cpdatian Army (Hrvatska
vojska). The Home Guards€omponent, the Operative
Zones and Groups Co Amands were established in
late 1991. _

In early 1991 t Croatian forces consisted of 24
armed brigadés, 10 brigades under establishment
and several| self-standing battalions and compa-
nies. 20 more brigades were established in the
following months = in January 1992 Croatia had
330,000 soldiers assigned to 65 brigades and a
significant number of regiments and battalions and

some 40,000 policemen, a third of whom was en- /

gaged in the battlefields. /
Late September and early October saw the heaw—
est aggression against Croatia. Dlsregardlng the
negotiations and the attempts by the- /Croatian
government and the international community to re-
solve the situation peacefully the JNA and the para-
miliary troops launched a general attack throughout
Croatia. The aggression reached its peak in early
October — on 7 October the Yugoslav aircraft went
a step further, firing the very seat of the Croatian
Government (Banski dvori) in Zagreb. The members
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of the Government and the Croatian President Franjo
Tudman fortunately escaped death. The destruction
of a number of Croatian towns and the distressing
news from the battlefields prompted the Croatian
Parliament to hold the historic session at a safe al-
ternative location and adopt the definite Decision on
the Secession and Independence of the Republic of
Croatia from the Socialist Federative Republic of Yu-
goslavia“ and proclaim JNA “aggressor and occupier
army”. The declaration of independence triggered
even heavier attacks on the Croatian towns and vil-
lages and especially on the Croatian defence forces.

THE BATTLE FOR VUKOVAR

The conflict escalated in east Slavonia as early as in July and August 1991, with the
JNA accompanied by the Serb insurgent paramilitary troops intensified the attacks
on the Croatian villages expelling the Croatian population in order to occupy the
area. The first target was Vukovar, the town that was eventually totally destroyed.

The aggressors dispatched towards Vukovar some 30,000 soldiers and paramilitary
unit members, 1,600 armoured vehicles, 60 aircraft, 350 guns and a substantial
quantity of other assets against 1,800 Croatian defenders of Vukovar at the most.
They estimated to seize the town within three days, but its defenders defied the
odds and resisted for almost three months. The defences of Vukovar, Borovo naselje
and Bogdanovci were organised in local communities and posts, defending a line
stretching for more than 10 km, not as a classical frontline but in defence posts.

In late September the defenders of Vukovar received
the last reinforcements — fresh forces and the arms
seized from the barracks - that were distributed
among them to serve all attack routes and defence
posts.The shells were economised and fired relying
on the data received from the scouts.

The aggressor forces were organised into two oper-
ative groups (Operative Group North and Operative
Group South. The augmented Guards Mechanised
Division arrived from Sid via Tovarnik and Nego-
slavci, while the Novi Sad Corps moved along the
Dalj-Trpinja-Borovo Naselje avenue.

On 1 October 1991 the aggressor forces occupied
Marinci and Ceri¢, cutting off the road towards
Vinkovci and thus surounding Vukovar, which had
one forward defence post left at Bogdanovci.
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Vukovarski vodotoranj

The Water Tower in Vukovar

Zbog malog broja raspoloZivih granata, po neprijateljskim snagama i poloZajima uglav-
nom se djelovalo prema uputama izvidnika.

Za osvajanje grada neprijateljske su snage bile ustrojene u dvije operativne skupine —
Sjever i Jug. Zadacu odsijecanja Vukovara od Vinkovaca imala je ojacana Gardijska me-
hanizirana divizija koja je iz Sida napredovala preko Tovarnika i Negoslavaca, dok se No-
vosadski korpus kretao smjerom Dalj - Trpinja - Borovo naselje. Nakon 3to 1. listopada
zauzimaju Marince i Ceri¢ te presijecaju komunikaciju prema Vinkovcima, Vukovar dolazi
u potpuno okruZenje, s jedinom isturenom to¢kom obrane u Bogdanovcima.

Deseci neprijateljskih tenkova i oklopnih prijevoZnjaka zaustavljeni su te ratne jeseni na
legendarnoj Trpinjskoj cesti prozvanoj “grobljem tenkova”. Neocekivano veliki gubici u
ljudstvu i tehnici rezultirali su promjenom neprijateljske taktike pa je pocetkom listopada,
ve¢ u potpunom okruZenju, Vukovar trpio neprekidna topni¢ka razaranja i zratna bom-
bardiranja. Na grad je svakodnevno padalo vise od sedam tisuc¢a razli¢itih projekila. Svi
sposobni za borbu bili su na crtama obrane diljem grada, uz Vukovarce i branitelji iz svih
krajeva Hrvatske, pa i inozemstva. Medutim, obru¢ oko grada sve se viSe stezao. lako
su hrvatske snage u vise navrata pokusale proboj prema Vukovaru, nisu u tome uspjele.

FOTOARHIVA HMDCDR-a

Tens of JNA tanks and armoured transporters were halted in the legendary Trpinjska
cesta, henceforth named “ the graveyard of tanks®. The unexpectedly massive aggres-
sor casualties led him to alter the tactics and begin constant artillery and aerial attacks
shelling the completely surrounded town with over 7,000 various projectiles . All defence-
capable residents and defenders of Vukovar, assisted by young men from other parts of
Croatia and abroad fought along the defence line. However, the pressure increased and
grew more severe and despite repeated attempts the Croatian forces outside the town
failed to make breakthrough to assist the defenders.

The humanitarian convoy managed to enter the town in a third attempt on 19 October,
taking 100 heaviest wounded defenders from the Vukovar hospital, which worked in ter-
rible conditions and suffered constant attacks. JNA profited from the arrival of the convoy
to mine the last route between Vukovar and the village of Bogdanovci, which got sur-
rounded too, and to hinder the much needed supply of arms, munitions, medications and
food for the defenders and over 15,000 civilians who refused to leave the town.

The defenders of Vukovar persevered, defying the fatigue, losses, the shortage of arms
and munitions and fighting virtually for every house. The situation deteriorated and the
free territory shrank day by day, along with the shortage of electricity, water and tele-
phone connection with the outer world. The people were near starvation, the houses and
buldings were collapsed, there were few shelters left and more and more graves instead.
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U opkoljeni grad iz tre¢eg poku3aja ipak 19. listo-
pada uspijeva u¢i humanitarni konvoj i spasiti stoti-
njak ranjenih branitelja iz bolnice koja radi u gotovo
nemogucim uvjetima i pod stalnim granatiranjima.
JNA je dolazak konvoja iskoristila za miniranje kuku-
ruznog puta izmedu Vukovara i Bogdanovaca ¢ime
je prekinuta njihova zadnja veza te su se i Bogda-
novci nasli u potpunom okruZenju. Svaka moguénost
dopreme oruzja, streljiva, lijekova i hrane vise nije
bila moguca. U gradu se, ne Zele¢i ga napustiti, na-
lazilo i viSe od petnaest tisuca civila.

Hrvatski branitelji unato€ umoru, pogibelji, smanjenim snagama, nedostatku naoru-
Zanja i streljiva te presijecanju obrane nisu posustajali, bore se doslovno za svaku
kucu. Stanje se, medutim, pogorsavalo iz dana u dan, a slobodni teritorij grada bio
je sve manji. Cak pedeset Sest dana Vukovarci nisu imali struje, vode ni telefonskih
veza sa svijetom. Odavno nije bilo dovoljno hrane, a u gradu vise nisu postojale ni
zgrade, ni kuce, ni sklonista. Vukovar je imao stotine novih grobova, mnoge pale he-
roje medu kojima i legendarnog zapovjednika obrane grada Blagu Zadru i tek Sacicu
preZivjelih branitelja. Unatoc istini o strahotama koje su ipak nalazile put do javnosti,
medunarodna je zajednica pokazala potpunu nemo¢ da pomogne.

Herojski je otpor malobrojnih opkoljenih hrvatskih
branitelja slomljen 18. studenog. Povjerenik Vlade
RH za Vukovar Marin Vidi¢ Bili zatraZio je pregovo-
re s predstavnicima JNA o predaji hrvatskih snaga
koji su poceli ujutro tog dana. Branitelji Mitnice,
jedinog dijela grada u kojem JNA gotovo da nije
napravila pomak, predali su oruZje, a ukupno se
predala skupina od oko 4000 civila i branitelja. Iz
sredidnjeg dijela grada na podrugje Vucedola izvu-
¢eno je oko 3000 ljudi i ondje je pocelo njihovo
odvajanje. Predaja pripadnika hrvatskih snaga i ci-
vila iz Borova naselja dogovorena je 19. studenog
u Dalju. Oko 2000 ljudi, od toga 400 naoruzanih,
nalazilo se uglavnom u krugu tvornice Borovo Ciji je
dio sluZio i kao stacionar vukovarske bolnice. No¢
s 18.na 19. studenog protekla je bez ikakve orga-
nizirane akcije hrvatskih snaga i moZe se re¢i da

je tog dana prestao svaki organizirani otpor snaga
obrane Vukovara.

Dio branitelja, ne Zele¢i pasti Ziv u ruke neprijatelja,
krenuo je kroz minska polja u proboj. Za one koji su
ostali, nazalost, nije bio kraj agoniji. Ve¢ina je muska-
raca nakon predaje odvedena u srpske koncentracijske
logore, a s okupacijom grada mnogi su mucki ubijeni,
medu njima i ranjenici iz vukovarske bolnice. Tek ce
se godinama poslije na vukovarskom Novom groblju,
Ovcari i ostalim otkrivenim masovnim grobnicama sa-
znati njihova sudbina. Za neke se ne zna jo3 ni danas.
Prema podacima Ministarstva zdravstva RH,'® 19.
studenog 1997. na_podrucju Vukovara bilo je oko
14 100 civila, od toga oko 10 000 u Vukovaru, oko
4000-u-Borovernaselju i oko 100 u Luscu, a pripad-
nika obrane grada bilo je oko 900: oko 450 u Vu-
kovaru i oko 450 u Borovu naselju. U vukovarskoj
je bolnici na dan okupacije bilo oko 420 ranjenika
i bolesnika, a u sklonistu — stacionaru u Borovo
Commerceu jo$ oko 250 ranjenika.

Evakuacija civila u organizaciji JNA odvijala se uz
dosta poteskoca i uz brojne pregovore, povratke
ve¢ pokrenutih konvoja ili mijenjanje ruta puta. Pre-
ma sporazumu, iz vukovarske su bolnice trebali biti
evakuirani svi ranjenici 1 bolesnici,"a sama bolnica
proglasena je neutralnom zonom. U tom trenutku,
19. studenog 1991, u njoj se nalazilo oko 700 ¢la-
nova bolni¢kog osoblja i pacijenata, od toga oko
420 bolesnika i ranjenika i.oko 3000 civila koji su se
iz skloniSta i podruma sklonili u bolnicu smatrajuci
je sigurnim mjestom. Ipak, 20. studenog pripadnici
JNA iz bolnice su izveli oko 400 ranjenika, djelat-
nika bolnice i drugih civila. Od tog je broja najma-
nje 266 ljudi ubijeno ili se vode kao nestali. Najveci
broj (200 ljudi) strijeljano je i zatrpano u za to veg¢
pripremljene jame u noci s 20. na 21. studenog na
poljopriviednom dobru Ovcara pokraj Vukovara.M
Zlogin na Ovcari najveci je masovni zloc¢in i najve-
¢a masovna grobnica tijekom cijelog Domovinskog

10) Hrvatski vojnik, br. 486, 6. studenog 2015. Poseban prilog Bitka za Vukovar, str. 32.

11) Isto, str. 33.
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Some of them belonged to the heroic individuals
among the defenders, including the legendary com-
mander of the defence of Vukovar Blago Zadro. The
news on the tragic fate of the town reached the
world public but the international community was
helpless.

The heroic resistance of the small group of survived
Croatian defenders’ was crushed on 18 November.
The Commissioner of the Croatian Government for
Vukovar, Marin Vidi¢ Bili requested to negotiate
with the JNA representatives on the surrender of
the Croatian forces. The defenders at Mitnica, the
last unoccupie rter surrendered their arms and
a total of 4,000 civilians and defenders surrendered
too. Some 3,000 people were taken from the cen-
tre of the town, separated (men from women) and
taken to camps or massacred.

The surrender of the Croatian forces and civilians
from Borova naselje was agreed on 19 November
in Dalj. Nearly 2000 people (400 under arms) were
in the Borovo factory , a segtion of which was con-
verted into a hospital ward. The Croatian forces
took no action in the pight from 18 - 19 November,

through the minefields to being captured by the ag-
gressor. Those who remained met a tragic fate —
most men were taken to concentration camps in
Serbia and many were brutally killed, including the
wounded from the hospital. The destiny of many
of them remained unknown for years (until the ex-
humation at Novo vukovarsko groblje, Ovcara a
other mass graves) and of some remains to dage.
The data of the Ministry of Health of the ublic
of Groatia-10-suggest 1 ivilians-insthe wider
area of Vukovar left on 19 November 1991 (10,000
in the town, 4,000 at Borovo naselje and some 100
at Luzac) and 900 defenders (450 in Vukovar and
450 at Borovo naselje). The day Vukovar was occu-
pied 420 wounded persons were found in the hos-
pital and 250 in the medical shelter at the Borovo
factory.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

(FOTOGRAFIJU 0D ANDRIJE MARICA PREUZELI

| DAROVALI HMDCDR-u MARKO BABIC | IVAN LEUTAR)

FOTO: FRANJO ZIVKOVIC
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The evacuation of the civilians organised by the JNA
went on with many setbecks (returning convoy, al-
tered routes) and extensive negotiations.

The reached agreeement stipulated the evacuation
of the wounded and the patients and the declara-
tion of the hospital as neutral zone. The hospital
sheltered some 420 patients and wounded per-
sons, the staff and 3000 civilians. However, on
20 November the members of the JNA pulled out
some 400 wounded, staff and civilians and killed
266 of them (some are missing to this day). The
major part of those were shot at and buried in the
previously excavated pits at the agricultural estate
at Ovcara near Vukovar in the night from 20-21
November 1991, in what was the largest crime
and the largest mass grave of the Homeland War.
The perpetrator were the Serb territorial forces, to
whom the JNA had handed over the securing of the
camp at Ovcara the evening earlier. The remains of
the victims were exhumated in 1996.

35

Trpinjska je cesta u Vukovaru
zhog velikog broja

unistene neprijateljske
tehnike prozvana

“grobljem tenkova“

The Trpinjska cesta
in Vukovar, known as
“The graveyard of tanks"
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rata. Neposredni izvrSitelji zlo¢ina bili su teritorijal-
ci, odnosno pobunjeni Srbi kojima je kasno nave-
Cer 20. studenog JNA prepustila osiguranje logora
na Ovcari. Posmrtni ostaci ubijenih ekshumirani su
1996. godine. Osim toga, dogadala su se i brojna
pojedinacna ubojstva civila i branitelja grada. Njih
su iz mase ljudi, kolona ili iz organiziranih mjesta
za prikupljanje i razvrstavanje prokazivali njihovi su-
gradani srpske narodnosti, a izvodili i potom ubijali
teritorijalci i pripadnici srpskih paravojnih postrojbi.
U srbijanskim je logorima bilo zatoceno 2796
ljudi koji su u zatoCeniStvu proveli i po nekoli-
ko mijeseci. Posljednja_se velika razmjena zaro-
bljenika dogodila tek u kolovozu 1992. godine. U
mapady JNA i pobunjenih Srba na Vukovar pogi-
nulo je 1739 ljudi, medu njima 1436 muskara-
ca i 303 Zene. Poginula su 632 pripadnika hrvat-
skih snaga, a 178 ih se vodi na popisu nestalih.'?
lako ga je zauzeo silom, neprijatelj je u Vukovaru
moralno i materijalno poraZen. Obrana Vukovara
postala je simbol hrvatskog otpora i patnje hrvat-
skog naroda, a taj grad zauvijek grad heroj i grad
heroja... U vojnom smislu, Bitka za Vukovar i njegova
dugotrajna obrana u okolnostima koje mu nisu da-
vale mnogoizgleda mogu se smatrati fenomenom i
u svjetskim razmjerima.

HRVATSKA BOJISTA NA KRAJU 1991.

Ujesen 1991. trec¢ina je Hrvatske bila ratiSte, a postupno se uspostavljaju obrambenri
poloZaji i crte obrane. Potkraj godine uspostavom crta obrane nastalo je sédam
bojista koja su u obrambenom smislu razmjerno samostalno funkcionirala, @’u zapo-
vjednom bila pod zapovjedniStvom operativnih zona povezanih s Glavnipd stozerom.
Tako je postojale-lstocneslavenske-boejiste-(1=07 Osijek)-Zapadnosiadonsko bojidte
(2. OZ Bjelovar), Banovinsko-pokupsko bojiste (3. OZ Zagreb), Karlovatko-kordunsko
bojiste (4. OZ Zagreb), Licko bojiste (5. OZ Karlovac), Sjevernodalmatinsko bojiste i
JuZnodalmatinsko bojiste (6. OZ Split).

THE HOMELAND WAR

A number of isolated murders of defenders and ci-
vilians (denounced by their neighbours or aquaint-
ances of Serbian nationality) were committed en
route by the territorial or paramilitary unit members.
As many as 2,796 defenders were taken to the con-
centration camps and held there for months. The
last major exchange of the prisoners took place in
August 1992. The JNA and Serb insurgents’ attacks
on Vukovar killed 1,739 people (1,436 men and 303
women), 632 members of the Croatian defence
forces, 178 still missing. Although eventually seiz-
ing the town by force, the aggressor was morally
and materially defeated. Vukovar.has become re-
mained a heroic town and a town of heroes, and its
defence become a symbol of the Croatian resist-
ance and suffering The battle and the perseverant
defence under hostile circumstances have entered
the curricula of renowned military academies and
have been studied by renowned analyists.

THE SITUATION IN THE
BATTLEFIELDS IN LATE 1391

Inlate 1991 a third of thé Croatian territory was divid-
ed into seven battlefields (the eastern Slavonian bat-
tlefield (Operative zone Osijek), the western Slavonian
battlefield (2nd Operative Zone Bjelovar), the Banovi-
na-Pokuplje Battlefield (3rd Operative Zone Zagreb),
the Karlovac-Kordun battlefield (4th Operative Zone
Zagreb), the Lika battlefield (5th Operative Zone Kar-
lovac), the north and the south Dalmatian battlefields
(6th Operative Zone Split) and the line of defence and
defence posts were gradually re-established. As many
as 41 municipalities within the seven battlefields were/
exposed totheattacks-and-13 were-occupied-(three’in
the east Slavonian battlefield, three in the Banovina-
Pokuplje Battlefield, three in the Karlovac-Kordun Bat-
tlefield and two in the north Dalmatian battlefield.

12) , br. 486, 6. studenog 2015. Poseban prilog Bitka za Vukovar, str. 33.
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The mehbers of the Mountain Company
in Velebit Mountain
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Na tih je sedam bojista napadnuta 41 opc¢ina. Potpuno okupirano bilo je njih 13, i to dvije
na Isto¢noslavonskom, tri na Banovinsko-pokupskom, tri na Karlovacko-kordunskom, tri
na Lickom i dvije na Sjevernodalmatinskom bojistu.*®

ISTOENOSLAVONSKO BOJISTE obuhvacalo je sedam opcina i to Beli Manastir,
Osijek, Vukovar, Vinkovce, Zupanju, Valpovo i Dakovo. Pod potpunom su okupacijom bile
op¢ine Beli Manastir i Vukovar te dijelovi opéina Osijek i Vinkovci. Stratesko znacenje tog
podrugja bilo je odredeno njegovim poloZajem duZ granice sa Srbijom kojoj je osvajanje
najistocnijeg dijela Hrvatske bilo nuZno za uspostavu mostobrana na desnoj obali Dunava
i napredovanje prema zapadu. Hrvatska je tu bila izloZena izravnoj agresiji iz Srbije uz
sudjelovanje JNA te napadima sa srbijanskog teritorija s kojeg je dalekometno topniStvo i
zrakoplovstvo ucestalo djelovalo po hrvatskim gradovima. Glavni je smjer napada na tom
bojistu iSao srijemskom ravnicom, a naselja s vecinskim srpskim stanovnistvom sluzila
su kao uporista iz kojih su napadana susjedna vecinski hrvatska sela. Tijekom borbenih
djelovanja 1991. godine neprijatelj je zaustavljen ispred Osijeka i Vinkovaca, no Baranju

je uspio u potpunosti okupirati, kao i Vukovar.

THE EASTERN SLAVONIAN BATTLEFIELD extended over six municipalities
(Beli Manastir, Osijek, Vukovar, Vinkovce, Zupanju, Valpovo and Pakovo), two of which
were occupied and parts of the Osijek and Vinkovci municipalities). Its strategic impor-
tance lied in its geographical location along the border on Serbia, who aimed to seize
the eastermost part of Croatia to establish logement in the right bank of the Danube to
advance towards west. The east Slavonian battlefield was directly exposed to constant
YNA-backed long-range artillery and aerial attacks from Serbia against the Croatian
towns and villages. The main route of the attack was through the Sirmium plain, using
the dominantly Serb villages as strongholds for the attacks against dominantly Croatian
populated villages. In 1991 the aggressor was halted at the gates of Osijek and Vinkovci
but managed to occupy Baranja and Vukovar.

THE WESTERN SLAVONIAN BATTLEFIELD comprised eight municipalities (Pa-
krac, Nova Gradiska, Novska, Daruvar, PoZega, Grubisno Polje, Virovitica and Slatina: the
only Serb-dominated municipality was Pakrac).

13) 20 godina OSRH / 20 Years of the CAF, Ministarstvo obrane Republike Hrvatske, Sluzba za odnose s javno3¢u i informiranje,
QOdjel hrvatskih vojnih glasila, Zagreb, 2011., str. 14.

Pripadnici 125. domobranske pukovnije
tijekom jedne od akcija hrvatskih snaga

The members of the 125 Home Guard
Regiment during an action of the
Croatian forces
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ZAPADNOSLAVONSKO BOJISTE obuhvaca-
lo je prostor osam opcina: Pakrac, Nova Gradiska,
Novska, Daruvar, PoZega, Grubisno Polje, Virovitica
i Slatina. Na tom je prostoru jedina opcina s vecin-
skim srpskim stanovniStvom bio Pakrac.

TeZiste ofenzive postavljeno je na pravcu Stara Gra-
diska — Okucani - Lipik — Pakrac — Daruvar - Viro-
vitica s ciljem presijecanja Hrvatske, a zatim pasi-
vizacije cijele zapadne Slavonije. Srpske su snage
nadzirale Psunj, Papuk i dio Bilogore pa je postojala
opasnost od presijecanja hrvatskog teritorija od
Save do Drave. Pocetkom rujna okupirani su Oku-
¢ani zbog Cega je bio prekinut promet autocestom
Zagreb - Lipovac. Napadi na hrvatska mjesta te su
ratne jeseni bili sve brutalniji, a u Cetekovcu i Vocinu
pobunjenicke su srpske snage pobile sve hrvatsko
stanovnistvo. Zrakoplovni, topnicki i minobacacki
napadi po svim ve¢im gradovima zapadne Slavoni-
je bili su tih mjeseci vrlo intenzivni, a hrvatske se
obrambene snage uZurbano ustrojavaju u brigade
i samostalne bojne poku3avajuci zaustaviti neprija-
teljsko napredovanje.

Glavnu su obrambenu i napadnu snagu Hrvatske vojske tad na tom podrucju Cinili
pripadnici 1. gardijske brigade ZNG-a. Od kraja listopada do prosincal991. godine
hrvatske su snage provele i prve oslobodilacke operacije Otkos 10, Orkan 917 te
Papuk 91 s ciljem oslobadanja Bilogore, Papuka i Psunja, tj. okupiranih podrucja
tadasnjih op¢ina Grubisno Polje, Virovitica, Daruvar, Pakrac, Lipik, Podravska Slatina,
PoZega, Orahovica, Nova Gradiska i Novska. Bile su to prve napadno-oslobodilacke
operacije Hrvatske vojske i policije u Domovinskom ratu, a njihova je uspjesna pro-
vedba definitivno srusila ideju o zapadnoj granici “velike Srbije” na crti Virovitica —
-Karlovac - Karlobag.

U oslobodilackim operacijama tijekom listopada,
studenog i prosinca 1991. hrvatske su postrojbe
oslobodile vise od 2200 Cetvornih kilometara teri-
torija zapadne Slavonije.™ U protuudaru hrvatskih
snaga do prve je polovine studenog oslobodena
grubinopoljska opcina, a u prosincu Bilogora, Pa-

puk i najveci dio Psunja. Hrvatske su snage na tom
podrugju bile u punom oslobodilackom zamahu sve
do 2. sijecnja 1992. kad je sklopljen Sarajevski spo-
razum, a pod neprijateljskim je nadzorom ostalo oko
600 cetvornih kilometara teritorija oko Okucana te
dijelovi op¢ina Novska, Nova Gradiska i Pakrac.

BANOVINSKO-POKUPSKO BOJISTE obuhva-
¢alo je prostor Sest op¢ina: Sisak, Petrinja, Hrvatska
Kostajnica, Glina, Dvor na Uni i Velika Gorica. Od na-
padnutih su potpuno okupirane opc¢ine Glina, Dvor na
Uni, Hrvatska Kostajnica i Petrinja. Hrvatske snage
koje su uglavnom cinile_postrojbe . ZNG-a i policije
imale su poloZaje u Hrvatskoj Kostajnici, Dubici, dvor-
skom-Pounju-dijelerPetrinje te u naseljima oko Gline:
Topuskom, Jukincu i ViduSevcu. Braneci se u iznimno
teskoj situaciji, sredinom rujna hrvatske su se snage
morale povudi iz Hrvatske Kostajnice, dio ih se povu-
kao prema Dubici, a velik dio pripadnika ZNG-a bio je
prisilien na predaju te su zavrsili u logoru na Manjaci.
Uskoro je okupirana i Hrvatska Dubica, Topusko te
ViduSevac. Branitelji su se u Petrinji uspjeli odrzati
do 21. rujna. Nakon toga obrana je uspostavljena
na lijevoj obali rijeke Kupe, a nasuprot Letovanicu u
podrucju Nebojana obranjena’je njezina desna obala.
Sisak u kojem je crta obrane bila na rubnim dijelovi-
ma grada, Sunja koja zahvaljujuci otporu branitelja
nikad nije okupirana te Komarevo i ostala pokupska
naselja trpjeli su stalne napade neprijateljskog dale-
kometnog topnistva i zrakoplovstva.

KARLOVACKO-KORDUNSKO BOJISTE

Na Karlovacko-kordunskom bojistu rat se vodio na
prostoru Sest opcina: Slunj, Vojnic, Virginmost, Karlo-
vac, Duga Resa i Ogulin. Potpuno su okupirane bilgx"
opcine Slunj, Rakovica, Cetingrad, Vojni¢.iVirginmost.
Tijekom rujna opkoljen je Slunj, no obrana se odr-
Zala do studenog. U prvoj polovini listopada 1991.
pobunjenici i JNA izbijaju na same prilaze Karlovcu

14) Nazor, Ante: Velikosrpska agresija na Hrvatsku 1990-ih (Republika Hrvatska i Domovinski rat: pregled politickih i vojnih dogadaja 1990., 1991.-1995./1998.) / Greater-Serbian aggression
against Croatia in the 1990s (The Republic of Croatia and the Homeland war: overview of political and military developments 1990, 1991-1995/1998) [prijevod na engleski Janko Paravic],

Hrvatski memorijalno-dokumentacijski centar Domovinskog rata, Zagreb, 2011., str. 106.
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The focus of the offensive was placed on the
avenue Stara Gradiska-Okucani-Lipik-Pakrac-
Daruvar-Virovitica, with the aim of splitting the
territory of Croatia and passivisation of the entire
west Slavonia.

The insurgents controlled the mounts of Psunj,
Papuk and a part of Bilogora, threatening to cut
off the Croatian territory between the Sava and
Drava rivers. The occupation of Okucani In Sep-
tember 1991 blocked the traffic in the Zagreb-
Lipovac motorway. The towns suffered heavy air,
artllery and mortar attacks, culminating with a
brutal massacre of the entire Croatian population
at Cetekova€ and Voc¢in and the Croatian forces
were hastily organising the defence, establishing
brigades and self-standing battalions to counter
the aggressor's advancement. The components
of the 1st Guards Brigade (Tigrovi) were the main
defence and assault force of the Croatian Army
and in late October through December 1991
launched the first liberatipg operations - Otkos
10, Orkan 91 and Papu ¢ 91 to restore control
over the mounts an /the occupied areas of the
Grubisno Polje, Vi ‘ovitica, Daruvar, Pakrac, Li-
pik, Podravska latina, PoZega, Orahovica, Nova
d’Novska.

The success of the operations (more than 2,200
square kilometers _liberated, the Grubisno Polje
municipality, Bilogora, Papuk and the major part
of Psunj) annulled the projected western border
of the Greater Serbia along the line Virovitica-
Karlovac-Karlobag.

The Croatian forces maintained the momentumf"”v

until the Sarajevo Armistice (2 January 1992)‘a¢3’7ﬁe
area around Okucani (cca 600 square kilo‘gai'é'tres)
and-paits-of-the-Novska-Gradiska-and-Rékrac re-

mained under occupation.

BANOVINA-POKUPLJE BATTLEFIELD com-
prised six municipalities - Sisak, Petrinja, Hrvatska
Kostajnica, Glina, Dvor na Uni and Velika Gorica
(Glina, Dvor na Uni, Kostajnica and Petrinja were
occupied). The Croatian forces, composed of the

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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Croatian National Guard and the police units, held
the positions in Kostajnica, Dubica, Dvorsko Poun-
je, in some quarters of Petrinja, and in the out-
skirts of Glina, Topusko, Jukinac and ViduSevac.
Although successfully defying the ill-odds the
Croatian defenders withdrew from Hrvatska
Kostajnica in mid-September; a part of them
managed to withdraw towards Dubica but
a large number were forced to surrender and
were taken to the Manjaca camp (Bosnia and
Herzegovina).

Hrvatska Dubica, Topusko and ViduSevac were
soon seized, same as Petrinja a few days later
(on 21 September). The defences in the left
bank of Kupa river were rearranged and the
right bank was defended in the area of Nebojan
opposite to the village of Letovani¢. Although
the line of defence went through its suburb, Si-
sak, the heroically defended Sunja, Komarevo
and other villages of Pokuplje remained under
Croatian control but suffered artillery and aerial
attacks.

THE KARLOVAC-KORDUN BATTLEFIELD
The war in the Karlovac-Kordun battlefield caught
six municipalities -Slunj, Vojni¢, Vrginmost, Karlo-
vac, Duga Resa and Ogulin, and Slunj, Rakovica,
Cetingrad, Vojni¢ and Vrginmost were occupied.
Slunj was surrounded in September, but its de-
fenders resisted until November. In the first half
of October the JNA and the insurgents reached
the access roads to Karlovac but were halted on
the rivers Korana, MreZnica and Kupa; Karlovac
was exposed to constant shelling from the bar-
racks inside and close to the town.

The majority of the JNA forces were withdrawn
from Zagreb, Velika Gorica and Jastrebarsko
through Karlovac towards Velika Kladusa and
Biha¢. The aggressor stationed itself in the im-
mediate vicinity of the town, but the defence line
Turanj-Gornje Mekusje resisted all attacks and
the frontline, stabilised in late 1991, remain unal-
tered until the Operation Storm.
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Pripadnici 9. gardijske brigade

The members of the 9th Guards
Brigade
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gdje su na Korani, MreZnici i Kupi zaustavljeni. Karlovac je zbog brojnih vojarni u gradu i
okolici bio izloZen neprestanim granatiranjima. Preko karlovackog podru¢ja JNA evakuira
najvedi dio svojih snaga iz Zagreba, Velike Gorice i Jastrebarskog prema Velikoj Kladusi i
Bihacu. Za hrvatske je branitelje u listopadu posebno znacajno bilo zauzimanje skladista
Ostarije kod Ogulina, a u studenom Jamadola kod Karlovca. lako se neprijatelj priblizio
samom gradu, crtu obrane u Turnju i Gornjem Mekusju nije prosao. BojiSnica se stabilizi-
rala krajem 1991. i takva ¢e ostati sve do VRO Oluja.

LIEKO BOJISTE obuhvacalo je opcine Gospi¢, Otocac, Gratac, Titova Korenica i Donji
Lapac. Vecina se stanovniStva srpske narodnosti iz te regije nasla na pobunjenickoj strani.
Bojisnica se protezala od Kapele, isla rubom Gackog polja sjeverno od Otocca, preko Lickog
Osika do Metka odakle se penjala na vrhove Velebita do Tulovih greda. Hrvatski branitelji
tijekom rujna poduzimaju niz obrambenih akcija, a Gospi¢ i okolna podrucja pod stalnim su
topnickim napadima, posebice poloZaji koje su branitelji drzali na Ljubovu. Ujesen 1991. izve-
deno je nekoliko uspjesnih oslobodilackih akcija, a potkraj godine Licko je bojiste utvrdeno i
takvo Ce ostati do rujna 1993. kad hrvatske snage provode operaciju Medacki dzZep.

FOTOARHIVA UDRUGE 9. GBR

THE LIKA BATTLEFIELD comprised the municipalities of Gospi¢, Otocac, Gracac,
Korenica and Donji Lapac. The majority of the Serbian population of the region joined
the insurgents. The battlefield stretched from the Kapela Mountain, touching on the
Gacko polje to the north of Otocac, via Licki Osik to Medak and to Tulove grede peak in
Velebit Mountain., The town of Gospi¢ and the surrounding area (particularly the posts in
the Ljubovo pass) suffered constant artillery attacks.

In the course of September the Croatian defenders undertook a series of successful de-
fence actions, and late that year the battlefield was consolidated and remained so until
the Operation Medacki dZep” in September 1993. Medacki dZep.

THE NORTHEN DALMATIAN BATTLEFIELD comprised the Zadar, Sibenik and
Split areas with the respective hinterlands (eight municipalities — Knin, Benkovac, Obro-
vac, Zadar, Biograd, Sibenik, Drni§ and Sinj). The municipalities of Knin and Obrovac were
entirely occupied. The aggressor had a strategic goal to gain the access to the Adriatic
Sea, and his actions in the Dalmatian hinterland were planned to end in the coastline.
In the summer and autumn 1991 the entire area was subjected to terror, insecurity
and armed provocations, which soon grew into artillery attacks on the Dalmatian towns
prompting the establishment of the units of the Croatian Army and in October 1991 of
the Command of the Zadar Sector.
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SJEVERNODALMATINSKO BOJISTE obuhvacalo je zadarsko, Sibensko i
splitsko podrucje sa zaledem, to€nije osam opcina: Knin, Benkovac, Obrovac, Zadar,
Biograd, Sibenik, Drni3 i Sinj. Potpuno su bile okupirane op¢ine Knin i Obrovac.
Jedan od strateskih agresorskih ciljeva bio je izlazak na Jadransko more pa su sve
ratne akcije u dalmatinskom zaledu svoj zavr3etak trebale imati na obali. Tijekom
ljieta i jeseni 1991. teror i op¢a nesigurnost prosirili su se cijelim tim podru¢jem.
OruZane provokacije postupno su prerasle u topnicke udare po dalmatinskim grado-
vima te je u cilju obrane uz ustrojavanje postrojbi HV-a u listopadu 1991. ustrojeno
i ZapovjedniStvo obrane sektora Zadar. Sjevernodalmatinsko bojiste ukljucivalo je
Zadarsko-obrovacku, Sibensku i Sinjsku bojignicu.

Doprema opreme na poloZaje
na Velebitu

The equipment conveyed
to the positions in Velebit
Mountain

Zadarsko-obrovacka obuhvacala je prostor ta-
dasnjih op¢ina Obrovac i Zadar. U obrovackoj su
opc¢ini hrvatski branitelji uspostavili obrambene
poloZaje u vecinskim hrvatskim selima KruSevu,
Maslenici, Jasenicama i Rovanjskoj, no stanje je
postalo kriticno sredinom rujna nakon razbijanja
obrane Kruseva, Pridrage i Novigrada. Naime, JNA
i pobunjenici uspjeli su, naZalost, hrvatske brani-
telje potisnuti preko Maslenitkog mosta koji je
postao crta razdjelnica, pogotovo nakon njegova
rusenja 21. studenog. Crta obrane otad se prote-
zala sjevernom obalom Maslenickog Zdrila do kra-
ja Rovanjske, a odatle do Malog Alana na Velebitu,
u duljini oko 100 kilometara.

Hrvatske su snage obranile pristup Novigradskom
moru i Posedarju, drugi su poloZaj drzale u Poli¢niku,
a tre¢i u Musapstanu, pa preko Donjeg Zemunika
i dalje do Biogradsko-benkovacke bojisnice. Nakon
povlacenja hrvatskih snaga s Masleni¢tkog mosta i
njegova rusenja, jedina veza Dalmacije s ostatkom
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~ ko je podrucje potpuno okupir

Hrvatske odrzavala se preko otoka Paga. OdrZanje
i osiguranje te prometnice i Paskog mosta bilo je
klju€no za obranu cijele Dalmacije. Takvo je stanje
potrajalo do akcije Maslenica u sije¢nju 1993. godine.
Od listopada su Zadar i okolna mjesta pod stalnim
topnickim napadima. Posebno tesku sudbinu doZi-
vjela je 18. studenog Skabrnja u kojoj su ubijena i
masakrirana 43 civila i hrvatska branitelja.

Biogradsko-benkovacka bojisnica nastala je kao
rezultat srpskih udara na smjerovima koji vode od
Benkovca prema Zadru, Biogradu i Sibeniku. Do
kolovoza 1991. na benkavackom je podrucju ne-

prijatelj zaposjeo vecdinu hrvatskib sela. Hrvatski su
branitelji uspjeSnu crtu obrane uspostavili na cesti

~==Benkovac="Stankevci u selu Pristegu.

Mornarica JNA od listopada je potpuno blokirala
morski prostor. Cetrdesetak je ratnih brodova bilo
razmjeSteno na Sibenskom podru¢ju. Obrana Si-
benika i Sibenskog mosta bila je uspjednija zbog
osvajanja topnickih poloZaja na Zirju i Zetevu. Ne-
prijateljsko je zrakoplovstvo ucestalo djelovalo po
poloZajima branitelja koji su u tim napadima uspjeli
srusiti dva neprijateljska zrakoplova, $to je zabi-
lieZeno i kamerom uz uzvik: “Obadva, obadva, oba
su pala.” Intenzivne “SU Borbé Za Sibenik trajale do
23. rujna 1991. kad se neprijatelj povukao, a osim
uspjesnog osvajanja vojarni, branitelji su se domogli
i znatnog broja brodova i ostalih plovila. U Siben-
skom su zaledu hrvatski branitelji uspjeli zaustaviti
neprijatelja u Pakovu Selu i UneSicu. Pod njihovim je
nadzorom bio i Skradin te us¢e Krke Cime je neprija-
telju zatvoren put prema Sibeniku.

Na Sinjskom su bojistu hrvatske snage organizirale
obranu u Kijevu i Vrlici, no neprijatelj je, nazalost,
zauzeo HE “Peru¢a” te doSao nadomak Hrvaca. Vil

1991, a branitelji se povlace prema Sinju.

U Splitu je vecina vojnih objekata preuzeta do kraja
rujna 1991, a teZiSte obrane nosila je 4. brigada
ZNG-a cije su bojne bile razmjeStene u Resniku,
Sinju, Imotskom, Drni3u i Sibeniku. U Splitu je sredi-
nom rujna ustrojeno ZapovjedniStvo obrane Split te
ZapovjedniStvo Hrvatske ratne mornarice.
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The North Dalmatian battlefield encompassed the
area around Zadar and Obrovac, Sibenik and Sinj.
The frontline in the Zadar and Obrovac area com-
prised the area of the municipalities of Obrovac
and Zadar. In the Obrovac municipality the Croa-
tian forces held position in the villages of KruSevo,
Maslenica and Rovanjska, with dominant Croatian
population. The situation worsened in mid-Sep-
tember after the defence of Krusevo, Pridraga and
Novigrad collapsed and the defenders were forced
across the Maslenica Bridge which they destroyed
on 27 September and the area became the line of
separation. I

The defence( ine stretched along the northern bank
of the Novsko Zdrilo strait to the nearby village of
Rovanjska and 100 km to the Mali Alan pass in Vel-
ebit Mountain. The access to the Novigrad Sea and
Posedarje was defended, the defence positions or-
ganised in the village of Policnik, Musapstan, Donji
Zemunik to the Biograd-Benkayac battlefield.

The sole communication begWween Dalmatia and the
rest of Croatia now ranyia the island of Pag. The
defence of the Paski Bridge and the route were of
critical importancesfor the entire Dalmatia, until the
nica” in January 1993.
surroundings were exposed to con-
stant artillery attacks since October 1991. The 18
November was a tragic date for another Croatian
locality as the village of Skabrnja was occupied by
the Serb forces, who killed and massacred 43 civil-
ians and Croatian defenders.

The Biograd and Benkovac battlefield was formed
due to the attacks by the Serbian forces along t

(Zadar, Biograd and Sibenik). By August 1
majority-of-the-villages i i
tians in the Benkovac area was occupied, and the
Croatian forces established and successfully de-
fended the defence post in the village of Pristeg
along the road Benkovac-Stankovci.

The Yugoslav Navy blocked the maritime space with
40 vessels in the Sibenik aquatorium. The control
over the artillery posts at Zirje and in Zetevo sig-

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

THE HOMELAND WAR

Pripadnici prvih postrojbi
Hrvatske ratne mornarice

The members of the first
units of the Croatian Navy
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JUZNODALMATINSKO BOJISTE obuhvaca-
lo je podru¢je opcina PloCe, Metkovi¢ i Dubrovnik.
Geostrateska je nepogodnost tog dijela Hrvatske
mala dubina teritorija te se agresija ondje nije odvi-
jala po uobi¢ajenom modelu koordiniranog djelova-
nja lokalnih Srba i JNA. To je podrucje bilo izloZeno
napadima iz isto¢ne Hercegovine, a potom i iz Crne
Gore. Pocetkom listopada neprijateljske snage na-
padaju istodobno na cijelom jugu, od zaleda Cepi-
kuca i Slanog do Dubrovnika i Konavala. Cilj neprija-
telja bio je ovladati cijelim dubrovackim primorjem.
Snage JNA i crnogorski rezervisti zauzeli su tijekom
listopada podru¢je Konavala i dubrovatkog primorja,
a Dubrovnik se nasao u potpunom okruZenju s kopna
i mora. Branitelji su obranu drZali na poloZajima Mo-
koSica — Sustjepan - Srd. Dubrovnik je bio gadan s
mora, iz zraka te s poloZaja na brdima iznad grada.

Slobodni se prostor sveo na 12 ¢etvornih kilometara gdje je Zivjelo i boravilo oko
60 000 stanovnika i izbjeglica. Napadi na Dubrovnik nastavljeni u studenom i
prosincu, a posebno jak napad, kad je pretrpio najveca razaranja u svojoj povije-
sti, dogodio se 6. prosinca 1991. Cijelo je dubrovatko podrucje koje su okupirali
crnogorski rezervisti opljackano i spaljeno, a stanovnistvo protjerano. Uza sve to,
neprijatelj nije osvojio Dubrovnik koji je svakodnevno granatirao i razarao unatoc
osudi medunarodne zajednice. Dubrovnik ostaje u neprijateljskom okruZenju do 26.
lipnja 1992. kad je u akciji snaga 1. gardijske brigade Tigrovi deblokiran. U blokadi

je bio sedam mjeseci i 21 dan.
KOPNENE SNAGE

Upravo su pripadnici gardijskih brigada na bojistima
diljem Republike Hrvatske u vrijeme najtezih bitaka i
odlu¢ujucih trenutaka u Domovinskom ratu bili glav-
na udarna snaga na svim bojistima. Zajedno s njima
u bitkama za Vukovar, Dubrovnik, Zadar, Karlovac,
Gospi¢, Novsku i Okucane, u bitkama za oCuvanje
drZzavnih granica u Posavini, na Banovini, u Lici, na
istoku u Slavoniji te na jugu u zadarskom, Siben-
skom i dubrovackom zaledu, borili su se i pripadnici
pjesackih brigada pri€uvnog sastava koje su 1991.
osnivane u ve¢im gradskim sredistima. Pripadnici
postrojbi kopnenih snaga Hrvatske vojske iz profe-
sionalnog i pricuvnog sastava bili su i glavna sna-

16

ga i oslonac u pripremi i provedbi operacija 1992. i
1993. te u oslobodilackim operacijama 1995. godi-
ne koje su kona¢no dovele do oslobadanja okupira-
nog teritorija i uspostave cjelovitosti RH.
ZavrSetkom Domovinskog rata kopnene snage
OSRH pocinju transformaciju, smanjenje i prelazak
na mirnodopsko ustrojstva s teritorijalnim nacelom
obrane.

U meduvremenu su hrvatske snage prerastale u
respektabilnu vojnu silu koja ¢e u danima koji su
uslijedili u ustavnopravni poredak Republike Hrvat-
ske vratiti i posljednji pedalj okupiranog podru¢ja.
Hrvatska je vojska podijeljena u tri.grane: Hrvatsku
kopnenu vojsku (HKoV), Hrvatsku ratnu mornaricu
(HRM)=te=Hrvatsko ratno zrakoplovstvo i protuzrac-
nu obranu (HRZ i PZO). Najbrojnija je bila Hrvatska
kopnena vojska, ustrojena u 3est zbornih podrucja
(velia¢a 1993.) i vrlo jakog postroja, izravno podre-
denog Glavnom stoZeru HV-a.

0SNIVANJE HRVATSKE RATNE
MORNARICE

Zarobljavanjem prvih brodova 12.fujna 1991. po-
¢inje i ustrojavanje Hrvatske ratne mornarice kao
grane 0S-a s ciljem rukovodenja cjelokupnim boj-
nim djelovanjima na moru i otocima.

Prvi brod koji je uSao u sastav Hrvatske ratne mor-
narice bio je desantno-jurisni ¢amac 103. otet
JRM-u iz Brodogradilista Greben na Korculi. Vecina
je naoruZanja i vojne opreme te ratnog brodovlja
oduzeta neprijatelju na podrucju Sibenika tijekom
rujanskog rata. Brodovi zarobljeni u Remontnom
brodogradilidtu Sibenik i bazi “Kuline”, kao i brzi gliy”
seri-Odreda-naoruzanih-brodova-u-Dubrovniku-po-
staju jezgra buduce Flote HRM-a.

Tijekom Domovinskog rata Hrvatska ratna mor-
narica istaknula se brojnim akcijama od kojih je
najvaznija ona u Splitskom kanalu 14./15. stude-
nog 1991. kad je JRM poraZen i potisnut na Lasto-
vo i Vis, a osam njegovih brodova onesposobljeno
ili potopljeno.
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nificantly facilitated the defence of Sibenik and the
surrounding area. The Croatian defenders downed
two aircraft of the Yugoslav Air Force which con-
ducted aerial attacks on the defence posts in the
area. The intense battle for Sibenik lasted until 23
September 1991, when the aggressor retreated. It
was a success for the defenders, who seized the
local barracks and a number of vessels. They also
halted the advance of the aggressor in the villages
of Pakovo Selo and Unegi¢ in the Sibenik hinterland
and had control over Skradin and thereby the Krka
river mouth, blocking the way to Sibenik.

The defence of the Sinj battlefield was organised
in Kijevo and \rlika. The aggressor had taken the
control of the Peru¢a dam and approached Hrvace,
and eventually occupied the entire area of Vrlika and
force the Croatian defenders to retreat towards Sinj.
The majority of the JNA installations in Split were
seized by late September 1991, and the main defence
force was the 4th Brigade, whose battalions were
dispatched to Resnik, Sinj, Imétski, Drni and Sibenik.
The town of Split was the’seat of the Split Defence
Headquarters and the f Pfoatian Navy Command.

THE SOUTH RN DALMATIAN BATTLE-
FIELD stretghed through the municipalities of Ploce,
Metkovi¢ and Dubrovnik, comprising a narrow coastal
zone that was exposed to the attacks from east Her-
zegovina and Montenegro. In early October the ag-
gressor simultaneously attacked the entire area from
the hinterland of Cepiku¢e and Slano to Dubrovnik

and Konavle, aiming to seize the entire Dubrovnik Lit- .‘/.;;»‘/'”V
toral. Konavle and the maritime area were seized by”

the JNA and the reservists from Montenegro in Octo
ber 1991, and Dubrovnik was surrounded co[:g;ﬁfetely
and-expesed-to-naval, air-and-artillery-attdcks. The
entire occupied area was plundered and burned down
on and the population expelled. The defence postings
were located at MokoSica, Sustjepan and Srd. The
free area was reduced to 12 square kilometers, shel-
tering some 60,000 residents of Dubrovnik and the
exiled persons from the occupied settlements. Heavy
attacks were continued into November and Decem-
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ber, with a heaviest one in the town’s history executed
on 6 December 1991. Dubrovnik was never seized but
remained under the range of the aggressor's weap-
ons, despite the protests from the international com-
munity until the forces of the 1st Guards Brigade of
the Croatian Army (Tigrovi) ended the blockade (on
29 June 1992).

THE LAND FORCES

The members of the Guards brigades were the main combat force in the Croatian
battlefields. Fighting with them in heaviest battles and critical moments of the
Homeland War (Vukovar, Dubrovnik, Zadar, Karlovac, Gospi¢, Novska, Okucane) and
in the operations preserving the state borders in Posavina, Banovina, Lika, Slavonija
and to the south in the Zadar, Sibenik and Dubrovnik hinterlandws they were joined
by the members of the reserve infantry brigades which had been established in
many Croatian towns in 1991.

The members of the Croatian Army land units (the
professional and reserve component) were the
main force in the liberating operations conducted
in 1992, 1993 and 1995, restoring the occupied ter-
ritory and the integrity of the Republic of Croatia.
After the Homeland War the land forces underwent
transition (February, 1993) to peacetime composi-
tion and a new Corps structure. Over time the Croa-
tian military grew into a respectable force, capable
of restoring the entire occupied territory under the
Croatian authority. It was organised in three ser-
vices — the Army (HKoV), the Navy (HRM) and the
Croatian Air Force and Air Defence (HRZ i PZO). The
Army was the largest service, comprising six mili-
tary districts and a strong component directly sub-
ordinated to the General Staff.

THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE
CROATIAN NAVY

The first vessels were seized on 12 September
1991, serving as the nucleus of the Croatian Navy
- the service whose mission is to conduct the op-
erations at sea and in the islands. The first vessel
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Prvi zrakoplovni vodovi
ustrojeni od sportskih i
poljoprivrednih aviona

The first air force platoons
composed of sport and
agricultural aircraft

Brodovi Jugoslavenske ratne mornarice napustili su
luku “Lora” u sijecnju, a otoke Lastovo i Vis u svib-
nju 1992. godine. Od 1992. do 1995. snage HRM-a
sudjeluju u svim operacijama izvodenim u zahvatu
obalnog ruba (oslobadanje juZnog Jadrana i operaci-
ja Maslenica) te u kona¢nom oslobadanju Republike
Hrvatske u zavrsnim operacijama Hrvatske vojske.

Dan Hrvatske ratne mornarice obiljeZava se 18. rujna.

PRVE ZRAKOPLOVNE POSTROJBE

U ljeto 1991. Hrvatska je imala nekoliko sportskih i
poljoprivrednih aviona koji su, ustrojeni u zrakoplov-
ne vodove, pridodani postrojbama ZNG-a te su dje-
lovali u potpori njihovih zadaca. Prve su zrakoplovne
postrojbe organizirane u Sinju, Cakovcu, Osijeku i
Splitu. Pocetkom lipnja 1991. ¢€lanovi aeroklubova
Sinj i Split pridodani 4. gardijskoj brigadi izvrsili su
prvi borbeni let. Krajem lipnja ustrojava se i prva
MjeZovita eskadrila visestruke namjene Cakovec.
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U listopadu 1991. pri ZapovjedniStvu Operativne
zone Osijek osnivaju se zrakoplovni vodovi u Slavon-
skom Brodu i u Osijeku. Bili su bazirani u zraZnoj
luci u Bakovu i uklju€eni u potporu kopnenim snaga-
ma tog podrucja, u borbena djelovanja te dostavu
humanitarne pomodi stanovnicima Vukovara. Po-
sebno su znakovita bila djelovanja improviziranim
bojler-bombama 5to je bilg iznimno vazno za borbe-
ni moral hrvatskih branitelja.

Tijekom rujna 1991. postrojbe Hrvatske vojske pre-
uzimaju zrakoplovne baze i zracne luke “Lucko”,
“Pula” i “Divulje”, a u prosincu i zrakoplovnu bazu
“Pleso’, ¢ime zapoginje_osnivanje zapovjedniStava
zrakoplovnih baza Hrvatskog ratnog zrakoplovstva

~lako su prva djelovanja Hrvatsk

te-prvibzrakoplovnih eskadrila.
Ujedno pocinje i organiziranje sustava protuzrako-
plovne zastite, ponajprije u Bjelovaru, Zagrebu i Va-
razdinu, kad je u posjed Hrvatske vojske doSao vedi
broj radarskih uredaja. To je bio i pocetak organizi-
ranja radarskih postaja i sustava Zracnog motrenja
i navodenja.

Pocetna je dionica razvoja zrakoplovne i protuzrac-
ne obrane okoncana utemeljenjem Zapovjednistva
HRZ-a i PZO-a 12. prosinca 1991. godine.

Poletak obrane od“agresije T ustrojavanja Hrvat-
skog ratnog zrakoplovstva obiljeZilo je nekoliko
jedinstvenih pothvata. Jedan je prvo zarobljavanje
helikoptera Mi-8 koji u zb, “Lucko” slije¢e 23. rujna
1991. Iznimno je znacajan bio prelet pilota Rudolfa
PereSina 25. listopada 1991. avionom MiG-21R sa
zracne luke u Bihac¢u u Austriju. U veljaci i svibnju
1992. avionima MiG-21bis u Hrvatsku prelijece Da-
nijel Borovi¢ sa zracne luke u Bihacu te Ivan Selak
i lvica Ivandi¢ sa zracne luke u UzZicama. Od tih se
aviona ustrojava prva eskadrila lovackih aviona.

stva po ucinku bila relativno skromna, u psiholos-
kom su pogledu njihovi u€inci nemjerljivi.

Pri kraju ratne 1991. godine Hrvatsko ratno zrako-
plovstvo i protuzracna obrana imali su 36 zrakoplo-
va, jedan helikopter, 3est radara, 180 pilota, 700
djelatnika ZMIN-a i zrakoplovno-tehnicke sluzbe,
tri zrakoplovne baze i Zrakoplovno-tehnicki zavod
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was the 103 landing craft, seized from the Yugoslav
Navy in the Greben Shipyard in the island of Korcula.
The major part of the arms and equipment came
from the successful defence operations in Sibenik
in September 1991. The vessels seized in the Ship
Repair Shipyard in Sibenik and in the Base Kuline,
and the speedboats of the Armed Boats Squadron
of Dubrovnik compased the core of the future Fleet
of the Croatian Navy. During the Homeland War
the Croatian Navy conducted a series of successful
operations such as the battle in Split Channel on
14 and 15 November 1991, defeating the Yugoslav
Navy and pushing.its vessels towards its bases in
the islands of Lastovo and Vis and disabling or sink-
ing eight ships.

The Yugoslav Navy left the Lora Port in Janu-
ary 1992 and the islands of Vis and Lastovo four
months later. In the period 1992-1995 the Croatian
Navy took part in all operations in the littoral area
(the liberation of the south of Groatia, in the Opera-
tion “ Maslenica“ and in theffinal operations of the
Croatian Army. The Croatfan Navy marks 18 Sep-
tember as its Service éy.

\IR FORCE UNITS

The Croatian air forces in summer 1991 relied
on a few recreational and agricultural aircraft,
which were organised in air platoons assigned to
and supporting the units of the Croatian National
Guard. The first air force units were organised in

Sinj, Cakovec, Osijek and Split. In early June 1991
the members of the Sinj and Split flying clubs, a&/

signed to the 4th Guards Brigade, performec}{lﬂﬁe
first sortie. Late June saw the establishmerlgéﬁf the
Firstight-Combat Aircraft-Multirole-Squadron Ca-
koveca.

In October 1991 an Air Force Platoon was estab-
lished in Slavonski Brod and Osijek, under the Op-
erative Zone Osijek. The Platoons were stationed in
the Bakovo airport and provided support to the local
land forces, combat and delivery of humanitarian
assistance to Vukovar.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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The first air force units ingenuously employed im-
provised barrel bombs, boosting the morale of the
Croatian defenders. In September 1991 the Croa-
tian Army took over the air bases and airports of
Lucko, Pula and Divulje and the Pleso Air Base in
December, paving the way for the establishment of
the Croatian Air Force Bases commands and of the
first air squadrons. The air defence system was be-
ing developed parallelly, first in Bjelovar, Zagreb and
Varazdin, upon the seizing of the radar appliances
from the JNA barracks which was the basis for the
radar posts and the air space surveillance system.
The initial phase of the development of the air force
and air defence was concluded with the establish-
ment of the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence
Command on 12 December 1991.

The early days of the defence and the establishment
of the Croatian Air Force were marked by unique
feats, such as the arresting of the Mi-8 helicopter,
which landed at Lu¢ko on 23 September 1991, the
flyover by the Croatian pilots from the Yugoslav Air
Force — Rudolf Peresin (flew in the MIG 21 R aircraft
from the Biha¢ Air Port to Austria, Danijel Borovi¢
(in February 1992), lvan Selak and lvica Ilvandi¢ on
MiG 21bis from the UZice Airport in May 1992. The
MIGs were the backbone of the first fighter aircraft
squadron. Albeit modest in range, the early opera-
tions of the Croatian Air Force had an immense psy-
chological effect.

Inlate 1991 the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence
had 36 aircraft, a helicopter, six radars, 180 pilots,
700 members of the Air Space Surveillance and
Control Battalion and of the aeonautical techni-
cal service, three air bases and the Aeronautical
Technical Centre in Velika Gorica. Two years later
it incorporated the Mig-21 bis fighter aircraft, the
Mi-24D/V assault helicopter and the MI-8MTV
transport helicopters. The systematic training of
the flying and technical personnel and the prac-
tice during the inter-service exercises prepared the
Croatian Air Force and Air Defence for full-range
participation in the liberating operations of the
Croatian Army.
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Velika Gorica.’® Do kraja 1993. u sastav HRZ-a i
PZ0-a ulaze borbeni avioni MiG-21bis, borbeni heli-
kopteri Mi-24D/V i transportni helikopteri Mi-8MTV.
Sustavnom izobrazbom letaca i tehnicara te uvjez-
bavanjem tijekom medugranskih vjezbi stvarali su
se uvjeti i mogucénosti za potpunu uporabu HRZ-a
i PZ0O-a u planiranim oslobodilackim operacijama
Hrvatske vojske.

POTPISIVANJE SARAJEVSKOG SPORAZUMA |
RAZMJESTAJ MIROVNIH SNAGA UN-a

Medunarodno je posredovanje pocelo na samom pocetku oruZane agresije na Hr-
vatsku. Europska zajednica politicki je posredovala jo3 od lipnja 1991, a od rujna
u Hrvatskoj je rasporedena i promatracka misija (European Community Monitoring
Mission — ECMM).'® No, do kraja 1991. svi napori u cilju smirivanja ratnih djelova-
nja nisu imali veceg ucinka. Dotad ih je potpisano trinaest i to neuspjesno. Godina
1992. pocela je potpisivanjem sporazuma o potpunom prekidu vatre. Sklopljen je 2.
sije¢nja 1992. u Sarajevu, a potpisao ga je s hrvatske strane ministar obrane Gojko
Sugak, s agresorske strane general Andrija Raseta, a kao predstavnik medunarodne
zajednice Cyrus Vance. Bio je to kraj prve faze Domovinskog rata. Neprijatelj je u
tom trenutku pod okupacijom drZao oko 17 300 Cetvornih kilometara hrvatskog
drzavnog teritorija.'” Hrvatska obrana napokon je dobila priliku za kradi predah i
poduzimanje mjera za jacanje svoje borbene spremnosti.

Primirje je bilo preduvjet za pocetak mirovne opera-
cije i dolazak mirovnih snaga UN-a u Hrvatsku.
Prijedlog mirovne operacije UN-a bio je predocen
javnosti u prosincu 1991. Bududi da je u izradi plana
sudjelovao americki diplomat Cyrus Vance, osobni
izaslanik glavnog tajnika UN-a, u javnosti je poznat
kao Vanceov plan. Prihvatile su ga sve strane u su-
kobu: Vlada RH, jugoslavenska odnosno srbijanska
Vlada i vojska, a naposljetku i predstavnici mjesnih
Srba koji su se najvise opirali njegovu prihvacanju.

Na temelju tog mirovnog plana Vije¢e sigurnosti
UN-a usvojilo je 21. veljace Rezoluciju 743 o po-
kretanju mirovne operacije i slanju medunarodnih
zastitnih snaga u podru¢ja RH zahvacena ratom'®.
Snage UN-a dobile su jednogodisnji mandat s mo-
gucnosc¢u produljenja.

Prema temeljnoj zamisli Vanceova plana, vojne sna-
ge i promatraci UN-a bili ‘su rasporedeni u pojedi-
ne dijelove Hrvatske oznacene kao “podru¢ja pod
zastitom UN-a" (UN Protected Areas — UNPA). Kao
zasti¢ena podrucja bili su definirani oni dijelovi Hr-
vatske gdje su Srbi €inili vecinu ili brojéano znatnu
manjinu stanovnistya.igdje su “napetosti medu za-
jednicama dovele do sukoba”. Spomenuta se pod-
ruéja-razvojacujer-a sve se oruZane snage povlace
ili raspustaju. To se odnosi i na JNA koja je trebala
potpuno napustiti Hrvatsku. Provedbu plana jamcile
su mirovne snage UN-a (United Nations Protection
Force — UNPROFOR).

U veljaci 1992. uslijedila je prva velika demobiliza-
cija hrvatskih snaga. Neke su postrojbe u cijelosti, a
neke djelomi¢no demobilizirane.

Mandat snaga UNPROFOR-a poceo je sredinom
travnja 1992. godine. UNPA podruc¢ja podijeljena
su u Cetiri sektora. Sektor Jug sa sjediStem u Kninu
obuhvatio je unutradnjost sjeverne Dalmacije i istoc-
nu Liku. Sektorom Sjever sa sjediStem u Topuskom
nazvano je podrucje Korduna i Banovine, a sektorom
Istok sa sjediStem u Erdutu podrucje Baranje i istoc-
ne Slavonije. U svim su trima sektorima zasti¢ena
podru¢ja bili zapravo oni dijelovi Hrvatske koje su
tad nadzirali pobunjeni Srbi. Jedino je sektor Zapad
sa sjediStem u Daruvaru, koji je obuhvatio zapadni
dio Slavonije, ve¢im dijelom bio podru¢je pod nad-
zorom legalnih hrvatskih vlasti, a samo manjim dijey”
lom,-oko-Okucana, pod-nadzorom-pobunjenih-Srba*®

15) http://www.osrh.hr/#rubData/HTML/HR/O%20NAMA/HRZ/00_20140220_0p%C4%87enito_o_HRZ-u_i_PZ0-u_v4/0p%C4%87enito_o_HRZ-u_i_PZO-u_HR.htm

(Pregledano 22.travnja 2021.)
16) http://www.enciklopedija.hr/natuknica.aspx?ID=15884

17) 20 godina OSRH / 20 Years of the CAF, Ministarstvo obrane Republike Hrvatske, Sluzba za odnose s javno3¢u i informiranje, Odjel hrvatskih vojnih glasila, Zagreb, 2011.
18) Raki¢, Rajko; Dubravica, Branko: Kratak pregled vojnih djelovanja u Domovinskom ratu 1991. - 1995., Ministarstvo obrane Republike Hrvatske, OruZane snage Republike Hrvatske,

Hrvatsko vojno uciliste “Petar Zrinski”, Zagreb, 2009., str. 179.
19) http://www.enciklopedija.hr/natuknica.aspx?ID=15884
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THE SARAJEVO AGREEMENT
AND THE DEPLOYMENT OF THE
UN PEACE FORCE

The international mediation was initiated as soon
as the armed aggression on Croatia — the European
Community arrived in June 1991 and from Septem-
ber 1991 detached a Monitoring Mission (ECMM)
The efforts to appease the war had no effect. As
many as 13 ceasefire agreements were signed
and disrespec Farly jn_1992 in Sarajevo the
Agreement @n Unconditional Ceasefire was con-
cluded, signed by the Croatian Defence Minister,
Gojko Sugak, the Deputy Chief of the General Staff,
Lieutenant General Andrija Raseta for the aggres-
sor and the Special UN Envoy Cyrus Vance, which
closed the first stage of the war. At the time the ag-
gressor controlled over 173,000 square kilometers
of the territory of Croatia/The Croatian defence
forces were given a moment of respite and the time
to enhance there combat readiness.

The ceasefire was & condition for the peace opera-
tion and the degployment of the UN peace forces
in Croatia. The operation was publicly presented in
December 1991. In recognition to the contribution
by the distinguished U.S.diplomat, Cyrus Vance, the
U.N. Secretary General Envoy, it was referred to as
the “Vance's Plan“ and was accepted by all the sides
in the conflict — the Croatian government, the gov-
ernment of Yugoslavia and Serbia respectively and
eventually the opposing Serbs living in Croatia.
Based on the Plan the UN Security Council o
February adopted the Resolution 743 on
ployment-efthe<1.0,000- Uni i otection
Force (UNPROFOR) to the conflict areas in Croatia.
The UNPROFOR received a year-long extendable
mandate. The Plan entailed the deployment of the
UN forces and observers to the areas of in Croa-
tia designated as the UN Protected Areas (UNPA),
mostly the areas where Serbs constituted a signifi-
cant majority or minority and where the tension be-
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tween the two ethnicities led to conflicts. The areas
were demilitarised and the armed forces withdrew
or disbanded, including the JNA which was to leave
the territory of Croatia. The UNPROFOR guaran-
teed the implementation of the Plan. Consenquently
Croatian forces in February 1992 underwent a first
major demobilisation affecting some units partly
and others completely.

The UNPROFOR mandate commenced in mid-April
1992. The UNPA were divided into four sectors -
Sector South (headquartered in Knin), compris-
ing the inland Dalmatia and east Lika; the Sector
North, headquartered in Topusko, stretched over the
provinces of Kordun and Banovina. The Sector East
(headquartered at Erdut) comprised Baranja and
east Slavonia. The three sectors coincided with the
Serb-controlled areas while the Sector West (with
the headquarters in Daruvar) in west Slavonia was
under the control of the Croatian authorities, with
only a small enclave (around Okucani) controlled by
the insurgent Serbs.
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Snage UNPROFOR-a na
zapadnoslavonskom
podruéju

The UNPROFOR in Western
Slavonia
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lako nije bila sasvim zadovoljna planom te svje-
sna njegovih nedostataka, Hrvatska ga je ipak
prihvatila i provodila onoliko koliko je provedba
ovisila o njoj. Za Hrvatsku je posebno nepovolj-
no bilo UN-ovo tumacenje da se status zastic¢e-
nih podru¢ja ne¢e mijenjati dok se ne pronade
“sveobuhvatno politicko rjeSenje jugoslavenske
krize”. Organizacija dolaska i razmjeStaj mirov-
nih postrojbi tijekom prolje¢a 1992. pokazali su
se prilino sloZenim, a sve je bilo oteZano i iz-
bijanjem sukoba u BiH. To je mirovnu operaciju
stavilo pred nove probleme, a poslije uvjetovalo
njezino znatno proSirenje i u ljudstvu i u podrucju
djelovanja.

Povlacenje JNA iz Hrvatske pocetkom 1992. po-
kazalo se kao manevar u funkciji srpske agresije
na BiH. JNA je prije povlacenja dio oruZja raspo-
redila mjesnoj srpskoj teritorijalnoj obrani i poli-
ciji. Naime, po mirovnom planu, lokalna policija
bila je jedina naoruZana u zasti¢enim podrugji-
ma. Postrojbe JNA koje su se s preostalim na-
oruzanjem premjestile u BiH ukljucivale su se u
ratne operacije, dok je UNPROFOR osiguravao
podruc¢ja pod srpskim nadzorom u Hrvatskoj. Mi-
rovne snage UN-a bile su, po misljenju Beograda,
sigurno jamstvo protiv mogucih napada HV-a.
Nakon razmjestaja UNPROFOR je u svibnju i
lipnju 1992. preuzeo odgovornost za primirje
na hrvatskim bojistima. Dolazak mirovnih snaga
prorijedio je ratne sukobe i razorne napade na
hrvatske gradove te uglavnom osigurao kakav-
-takav mir na svim bojistima; medutim, ostale
preuzete obveze mirovne snage nisu ispunile.
Nisu zaustavile povremene dalekometne udare i
granatiranja hrvatskih gradova i drugih naselja
uz bojidnicu. Medunarodno posrednistvo nije po-
moglo ni oko smanjenja teskoca u prometu zbog
Cega je osobito trpjela Dalmacija.

Budu¢i da su se u nazoc€nosti mirovnih snaga
osjecale sigurnima, srpske su pobunjenicke vlasti
u zasti¢enim podrucjima nastavile agresiju novim
metodama. Nastavljen je masovni progon nesrp-
skog stanovniStva iz okupiranih krajeva, pljacka

5

i uniStavanje imovine te stvaranje etnicki Cistih
podruc¢ja. Namjera da se zauvijek onemoguci po-
vratak prognanika bila je vise nego ocita. Unista-
vanje domova hrvatskog stanovniStva te, osobi-
to, uniStavanje kulturnih i vjerskih spomenika koji
svjedoCe 0 njegovoj visestoljetnoj nazocnosti na
tom podrucju nastavljeno je i nakon razmjestaja
mirovnih snaga. UNPROFOR je s vremenom po-
stao svjestan takve zlouporabe i iako je Cesto
prosvjedovao i povremeno poduzimao akcije za-
Stite preostalog nesrpskog stanovniStva, uglav-
nom je bio tek bespomocan svjedok nasilja.
Pogresku je UNPROEOR napravio.i prinvacanjem
zateCenih lokalnih vlasti. U mirovnom je planu
bila=predvidena=uspostava mjesne vlasti po na-
Celu razmjerne zastupljenosti nacionalnih skupina
prije rata, ali su u stvarnosti postojece strukture
priznate kao legalne. Mirovni su posrednici svojim
odnosom prema pobunjenickoj vlasti poticali kod
nje osjecaj sigurnosti i tako joj davali legalnost.
UNPROFOR je propustio sprijeciti nastanak voj-
nih postrojbi na podrucju samoproglasene “Kraji-
ne”. Organizirane srpske postrojbe nisu djelovale
samo unutar granica Hrvatske nego su, zajedno
sa srpskom vojskom iz BiH, sudjelovale i u napa-
dima na bihac¢ko podrucje.

Uz obrambeni rat Hrvatska je istodobno vodila i
diplomatsku bitku'i u svojim nastojanjima uspje-
la. Dana 15. sije¢nja 1992. dolazi do medunarod-
nog priznanja Republike Hrvatske kao neovisne i
suverene drzave. Republiku Hrvatsku tog je dana
priznalo dvanaest zemalja Europske zajednice te
Malta, Austrija, Svicarska, Madarska, Norvegka,
Bugarska, Poljska i Kanada. Niz priznanja nastav-
lien je i sljedec¢ih dana, a do kraja sije¢nja 1992
godine Hrvatsku su priznale 44 zemlje svijeta.
Samo koji mjesec poslije, 22. svibnja, Republika
Hrvatska dobila je potpunu medunarodnu afir-
maciju: primljena je u Ujedinjene narode. Bila je
to svojevrsna potvrda i dokaz da je Hrvatska iz
ratne 1991. iziSla kao pobjednica, ali i da “SAO
Krajina” nikad nece postati politicka stvarnost
unutar njezinih granica.
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Despite the reserve towards the Vance's Plan
and aware of its deficiency, Croatia accepted
and implemented it according to its responsibil-
ity. Croatia was not satisfied with the UN inter-
pretation that the status of the protected area
and the mission would not be altered before “an
overall political conflict solution was found to the
Yugoslav crisis®, implying that the laws and in-
stitutions of the Republic of Croatia would not
apply in the UNPAs. The arrival and deployment
of UNPROFOR in spring 1992 faced difficulties,
particularly as the conflict broke out in Bosnia
and Herzegovina. The peace operation was faced
with new préblems and the forces’ mandate and
strength significantly enlarged.

The stipulated withdrawal of the JNA from Croa-
tia in early 1992 turned out to be a manoeuvre
in the Serbian aggression on Bosnia and Herze-
govina. Before it started pulling its forces JNA
distributed some weaponry terthe local Serb Ter-
ritorial Defence Force and”Police. The Plan re-
quired that the police fmained the sole armed
force in the Protect d Areas. JNA units moving
to Bosnia with the’remaining arms took part in
the war oper_-"ons, and UNPROFOR secured
ytrolled areas in Croatia and were
regarded by Serbia as a guarantee against the
attacks of the Croatian defence forces,

Upon deployment in May and June 1992 UN-
PROFOR assumed the responsibility for the
truce in the Croatian battlefields, which re-
duced the conflicts and devastating attacks on
the Croatian towns and ensured fragile peacg!
but other commitments were not fulfilled, szach
as the prevention of long-range artilleryﬂ,ﬁf’rikes
against-the-towns and-settlements-within its
reach. The international mediation failed to
mitigate the effects of the isolation and traf-
fic communication problems, particularly severe
for Dalmatia.

Feeling protected by the presence of the UNPRO-
FOR the Serb authorities in the protected arteas
continued the aggression with new means - ex-
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pelling the non-Serbian population, plundering
and destroying their property and establishing
ethnically clean areas, to intimidate the Croa-
tians to ever return to their homes. In addition
to the ethnic Croatians’ homes, the cultural and
religious monuments, testifying of the millennial
presence of Croats in the area were torn down
following the deployment of the peace forces.
UNPROFOR did realise the abuse of its presence
over time, often protesting and taking actions
to protect non-Serbian residents, but remained
powerless witnesses of the violence.

The UNPROFOR committed a mistake by ac-
cepting the local authorities in the occupied
areas. On the paper the peace plan stipulated
the establishment of mixed local authorities ac-
cording to the national proportionality before the
war, but instead the existing authorities were
recognised as legal. By doing so the peace forc-
es gave credibility to the insurgent forces and
instilled the sense of safety in them.

The UNPROFOR failed to prevent the establish-
ment of military units in the area of the self-
proclaimed Krajina. The organised Serbian units
were not only engaged in the actions in Croatia
but also assisted the Bosnian Serb army in the
attacks on the Biha¢ area.

Parallelly with the defence war the Croatian
authorities led a successful diplomatic battle,
crowned by its international recognition on 15
January 1992 as an independent and sovereign
state by twelve countries of the European Com-
munities, Malta, Austria, Switzerland, Hungary,
Norway, Bulgaria. Poland and Canada. It was fol-
lowed by a wave of official recognitions by more
countries in the following days - 44 by the end
of January. The definitive international confirma-
tion was won with the reception of the Republic
of Croatia into the United Nations in May 1992.
It was also a proof of the victory in the battle-
fields in 1991 and that the “Serbian Autonomous
Region Krajina“ would never become an entity
within the Croatian borders.
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Pripadnici 2. gardijske brigade na
Dubrovackom bojistu

. The members of the 2nd Guards
de in the Dubrovnik Battlefield

VOJNE OPERACIJE 0D 1992. DO 1995.

Imajuci u vidu neucinkovitost mirovnih snaga te svjesna Cinjenice da postojece stanje ide
na ruku pobunjenim Srbima jer podrZava rezultate agresije, Hrvatska je u razdoblju od
1992. do 1995. svoja stalna diplomatska nastojanja kombinirala s manjim munjevitim
oruZanim operacijama na okupiranom podru¢ju. Pocinje druga faza Domovinskog rata i
niz oslobodilackih operacija kojima ¢e se promijeniti strateski odnosi snaga.

Hrvatske postrojbe ve¢ u veljaci 1992. poduzimaju akcije oslobadanja okupiranih mje-
sta na Banovini, a u oZujku i podrucje u zaledu Sibenika izmedu rijeka Cikole i Krke. U
operaciji Jaguar sredinom svibnja 1992. godine Hrvatska je vojska oslobodila brdo Kriz u
zadarskom zaledu s kojeg su srpski teroristi ugroZavali promet Jadranskom magistralom.
Sredinom lipnja hrvatske su snage brzim udarom oslobodile i Miljevacku visoravan s koje
su pobunjeni Srbi granatirali Sibenik i okolna mjesta. Oslobodeno je okupirano podrugje
na kojem se nalazilo sedam miljevackih sela.
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MILITARY OPERATIONS IN THE PERIOD 1992 - 1395

Given the inefficiency of the peace forces and the acceptability of the situation for the
insurgent Serbs Croatia complemented the diplomatic efforts with small-scale rapid op-
erations in the occupied areas. This was the second phase of the Homeland War (1992-
1995), that was to conclude with a series of liberating operations which reversed the
strategic balance of forces. In February 1992 the Croatian forces undertook the liberat-
ing operations in the Banovina region, and a month later in the area between the Cikola
and Krka region in the Sibenik hinterland. Two months later the Croatian units liberated
the mount KriZ in the close vicinity to Zadar, from which the Serb extremists threatened
the circulation along the Jadran expressway.
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Oslobadanje juga Hrvatske i deblokada Du-
brovnika tekli su postupno od travnja do kraja
listopada 1992. i tad je provedeno nekoliko voj-
no-redarstvenih akcija u ograni¢enom vremenu.
Vec tijekom svibnja 1. i 4. gardijska brigada oslo-
badaju podru€je od Cepiku¢a do zaleda Slanog.
Hrvatske su snage u zajednickoj akciji s Hrvat-
skim vije¢em obrane uspjele u lipnju 1992. u ak-
ciji Cagalj odbaciti neprijatelja iz doline Neretve
¢ime je otvoren put prema Dubrovniku. Nakon
toga u srpnju su uslijedila napadna djelovanja na
JuZnom bojistu i operacija Tigar u kojoj su 1. i
4. gardijska_brigada, bojna Zrinski te dubrovac-
ka 163. brigada uspjele iz viSemjesec€ne blokade
oslobediti Dubrovnik, a neprijateljske su snage
odbacene petnaestak kilometara u unutrasnjost
BiH prema Trebinju.

No, za potpunu je sigurnost Dubrovnika bilo po-
trebno provesti u njegovu zaledu jo$ neke akcije
te je krajem srpnja i pocetkom kolovoza jedna
uspje3no izvedena juZzno od Popova polja, da bi
naposljetku u listopadu hrvatske postrojbe izvrsi-
le pomorski desant u okupirani Cavtat. Tenkovi su
ukrcani u Zatonu, a pjeSastvo u Sustjepanu. De-
sant je poceo 22.listopada 1992. po vrlo loSem
vremenu i pod neprijateljskim topniStvom, ali
desantne snage Tigrova uspjesno se iskrcavaju
i nastavljaju djelovanje prema Konavlima te 25.
listopada akciju uspjesno privode kraju. Istodob-
no pripadnici 4. gardijske brigade i 163. brigade
provode uspjesnu akciju oslobadanja Vlastice s
koje je neprijatelj imao nadzor nad dubrovackifn
podru¢jem. Oslobodeno je vise od 1200 E/et\}or—
nih kilometara.
Hrvatska je vojska tijekom 1992. svegise potvr-
divala-sveju=snagu. Nije-vise-tipjela’poraze, nego
preuzima inicijativu na svim bojiSnicama i provo-
di niz uspjesnih akcija i oslobadanja okupiranog
teritorija te je tijekom kolovoza doslo i do vece
demobilizacije pric¢uvnih snaga. Bio je to prvi pre-
ustroj hrvatskih snaga koji se ogledao u ukidanju
nekih postrojbi i zapovjedniStava te preustroja-
vanju nekih brigada u takticke grupe.
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In mid-June the Croatian forces launched a swift
campaign liberating the Miljevci Plateau (seven vil-
lages) from which Sibenik and the surrounding ar-
eas had been shelled.

The liberation of south Croatia and deblocking of
Dubrovnik was planned gradually from April to late
October 1992, during which time a series of mi-
nor military and police actions were executed. In
May the 1st and 4th Guards Brigades liberated the
area between Cepikuce ta the hinterland of Slano
(Dubrovacko primorije).

Joining the efforts with the Croatian Defence Coun-
cil (HVO) they managed.to push the aggressor from
the Neretva valley’and open the access to Du-
brovnik (the campaign “Cagalj“ - Jackal, 1992). In
July the Operation “Tigar® by the 1st and 4th Guards
Brigades, the Zrinski Battalion and the 163rd Bri-
gade (from Dubrovnik) lifted the 7-month blockade
of Dubrovnik and drove the aggressor 15 kms deep-
er into Bosnia and Herzogovina. Howgver, more ac-
tions were required in the hinterla-n’d of Dubrovnik
to increase the safety of the town; one such action
was conducted to the south__o‘f' Popovo polje in late
July and early August, folleed by the naval landing
in the occupied Cavtaw/n October 1992. The tanks
were embarked in Zaton and the infantry at Sus-
tipan. The operation was launched on 22 October
1992, in adverse weather conditions and under the
enemy artillery fire. The members of the 1st Guards
Brigade successfully completed the operation on 25
October; the members of the 4th Guards Brigade
and the members of the local 163rd Brigade lib-
erated the Vlastica Peak which the aggressor had

used as a control point. The operations liberated

more than 1,200 square kilometers .
In 1992 the-Croatian-military demonstrated-its-rising
power and the defeats of the previous year were suc-
ceded by the initiative in all battlefields. It successful ly
conducted of a series of liberating operations, making
possible the demobilisation of the reserve forces. It
was the first restructuring of the Croatian military, in
which some units and commands were disbanded and
some brigades were converted into tactical groups.
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Obiljezavanje débloka&e;bubrb\inika 1992. godine

_Comme_morating the lifted blockade of Dubrovnik, 1992

FOTOARHIVA HVGI-ja
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Pripadnici 4. gardijske brigade u operaciji
Maslenica pocetkom 1993. godine

The members of the 4th Guards Brigade in
Operation Maslenica, early 1993

OPERACIJA MASLENICA — PREKRETNICA
DOMOVINSKOG RATA

U ranojutarnjim satima 22. sije¢nja 1993. hrvatske su snage pokrenule operaciju Masle-
nica u kojoj su istodobno oslobodile zadarsko zalede s Novskim Zdrilom i dijelom Velebita
te podrucje oko HE “Peru¢a” kod Sinja, ukupno oko 1050 Eetvornih kilometara. Bila je to
prva veca i po mnogocemu jedinstvena hrvatska vojno-redarstvena operacija u Domovin-
skom ratu koja je oznacila svojevrsnu prekretnicu u njegovu tijeku.

Operacija je planirana pod kodnim nazivom Gusar i izvedena u potpunoj tajnosti. U samo
72 sata i uz sudjelovanje svih triju grana OSRH oslobodena su 92 Cetvorna kilometra
dotad okupiranog hrvatskog teritorija i ostvareni svi glavni ciljevi operacije. Jedna je od
njezinih posebnosti bilo sudjelovanje gardijskih brigada: 4. te dijelova 1., 2., 3.1 9. ¢ija
se uloga pokazala klju¢nom. Svaka je na svoj nacin pridonijela i uspjehu same opera-
cije i o€uvanju dostignutih borbenih poloZaja, iako su neke bile tek u osnivanju, a druge
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OPERATION “MASLENICA* — A TURNING POINT IN
THE HOMELAND WAR

The Croatian forces launched the Operation Maslenica at dawn of 22 January 1993, lib-
erating a total of 1050 square kilometres of the Zadar hinterland, including the Novsko
Zdrilo strait, Velebit Mountain and the surrounding area of the Peru¢a Dam. It was the
first major-scale military and police operation and a turning point of the Homeland War.
Codenamed “Gusar’(Pirate), the Operation Maslenica was conducted secretly by the
Croatian Army, the Navy and the Air Force and Air Defence, who liberated 92 square
kilometers and achieved the operation goals within 72 hours. The decisive element was
the engagement of the guards brigades (the 4th Guards Brigade and components of the
1st, 2nd, 3rd and 9th Brigade). Some of them had been under establishment and some
transported from remote areas and introduced into combat from movement.

They were augmented by the Special Police units, which took control over commanding
heights and communications, and by the reserve units of the Croatian Army and the
Home Guard units.
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prebacene na bojisnicu sa stotinama kilometara
udaljenih podrucja i uvodene u borbu iz pokreta. Uz
njih su na surovim, velebitskim snijegom okovanim
vrletima djelovale koordinirano i snage Specijalne
policije MUP-a ovladavaju¢i dominantnim kotama i
komunikacijama, a doprinos su dale i pric¢uvne bri-
gade HV-a te domobranske pukovnije.

Hrvatska vojska i policija u napadna su djelovanja krenule iz nekoliko pravaca i ve¢
prvog dana oslobodeni su Rovanjska, Maslenica, Novsko Zdrilo, Podgradina, Islam
Latinski, Islam Greki i Kasic¢. Iducih je dana oslobodena i zracna luka “Zemunik” te
brojna mjesta zadarskog zaleda. Strateski iznimno vazno bilo je i preuzimanje nad-
zora nad Sirim podru¢jem Velike i Male Bobije, Tulovih greda i Malog Alana, klju¢nih
poloZaja na Velebitu s kojih su hrvatske snage mogle nadzirati Obrovac, Gracac,
Benkovac. Do zavr3etka operacije oslobodeno je cijelo podrucje “ruzicaste zone” u
zadarskom zaledu i osiguran strateski bitan prostor Novskog Zdrila.

Premda su glavni ciljevi operacije ostvareni u vrlo
kratkom vremenu, zbog pritiska medunarodne za-
jednice 25. sije¢nja zaustavljeno je hrvatsko napre-
dovanje nadomak Obrovca i Benkovca. Neprijatel;
je to iskoristio za pojacanje svojih snaga i protu-
napad pa su borbe potrajale jo$ nekoliko dana. No,
hrvatske su snage, ojacane postrojpbama koje su
helikopterima prebacene iz Slavonije, zadrZale do-
stignute crte. Bio je to dotad prvi helikopterski de-
sant postrojbi HV-a. Pobijeden takticki i operativno
unatoc broj¢anoj nadmocdi, neprijatelj na zavrsetku
operacije pribjegava jo3 jednom ocajnickom potezu.
U znak odmazde 27. sijecnja prijeti ruSenjem bra-
ne “Peruc¢a’. Unatoc aktiviranju 30 tona eksploziva,
oStecena brana nije popustila. Katastrofa koju bi
izazvao vodeni val izbjegnuta je, a snage Hrvatske
vojske sprijecile su daljnje neprijateljsko napredova-
nje i ubrzo ovladale kompletnim podru¢jem. Borbe
do kraja oZujka i okoncanja operativnih djelovanja
na Sirem podrucju zadarskog zaleda nisu, naZalost,
prosle bez Zrtava. Svoje je Zivote za domovinu polo-
Zilo 127 hrvatskih vitezova, a 158 ih je ranjeno.

Zahvaljuju¢i spremnosti i sposobnosti gardijskih
brigada te Specijalne policije u izvodenju borbenih
djelovanja, uspjesnost operacije bila je viSestruko
zajamcena. Upravo u operaciji Maslenica neprijatel;
je doZivio prvi veci poraz u nizu onih koji ¢e uslije-
diti do njegova potpunog sloma. Hrvatski sjever i
jug ponovno su povezani. Pontonski most izgraden
nedaleko od sruSenog osigurao je ponovno prome-
tovanje Novskim Zdrilom do izgradnje novog Masle-
ni¢kog mosta. Hrvatskom je narodu vrac¢ena nada i
dostojanstvo, no ono 3to je moZda bilo i najvaznije,
bio je to pocetak stvaranja vojne sile spremne doni-
jeti slobodu cijeloj Hrvatskoj.

NEUCINKOVITOST MIROVNIH
SNAGA

U rujnu 1993. hrvatske su vojne i policijske snage
iznenadnom akcijom Medacki dZep potisnule iz Po-
Citelja, Citluka i Divosela srpske pobunjenike koji su
otuda gadali Gospi¢ i okolicu. Udarnu su snagu ¢i-
nile 9. gardijska brigada i Specijalna policija MUP-a
koje su zadacu izvrSile prema planu. Neprijatelj je
odbacen od Gospica T ugroZenih prometnica prema
Karlobagu i Perusicu, a hrvatske su snage skratile
Licku bojisnicu i ojacale svoje poloZaje na Velebitu.
Hrvatska vojska nastavila je 1994. redovite zadace
Cuvanja crte razdvajanja ne biljeZeci veca bojna dje-
lovanja, ali se tezisno usmjeravajuci na obuku, vojne
vjeZbe i jacanje borbene spremnosti. Napori usmje-
reni prema mirnom povratku okupiranih podru¢ja i
dalje su nastavljeni te je pod pokroviteljstvom me-
dunarodne zajednice 29. ozujka 1994. izmedu pred-
stavnika Vlade RH i predstavnika pobunjenih Srb@,«"

potpisan-Zagrebacki-sporazum.-o--prekidu-bojnih
djelovanja na bojistu i razdvajanju snaga.2® Ni taj
sporazum, koji je uz ostalo predvidao i razvojacenje
u podruc¢jima pobunjenih Srba i stvaranje uvjeta za

20) (N. N.): Potpisan sporazum o prekidu vatre, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 61, 8. travnja 1994, str. 4. - 5.
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The Croatian Army and police launched offensives
from several directions, liberating Rovanjska, Ma-
slenica, Novsko Zdrilo, Podgradina, Islam Latinski,
Islam Greki and Kasi¢ the very first day of the
Operation, followed by the liberation of the Ze-
munik Airport and @ number of other localities in
the hinterland of Zadar. The strategically crucial
achievement was the control over the wider area
of Velika and Mala Bobija, Tulove grede and Mali
Alan - the key positions in Velebit Mountain, over-
looking Obrovac, Gracac and Benkovac. By the end
of the Operation the Croatian forces liberated the
entire “pink® area.in the_hinterland of Zadar and
another strafegically vital locality — the Novsko
Zdrilo Strait.

Although the main objectives were fulfilled within
a short time span, the advancing of the Croatian
forces towards Obrovac and Benkovac was halted
owing to the pressure from the international com-
munity. The aggressor forces profited from the mo-
ment to reinforce the units/&nd undertake a coun-
teroffensive, which extendéd the warfare for several
; fan troops were reinforced
with the units transported by helicopters from Sla-
vonia (the first, felicopter landing by the Croatian
forces) and paintained the reached line

Defeated tactically and operationally despite the
dominance in manpower, the aggressor on 27
March resorted to a desperate move, threatening to
destroy the Peru¢a dam and create a major disaster
from tidal wave. 30 tons of explosives were acti-

vated but only damaged the dam, and the Croatian
defenders halted the aggressor’s advancing arua“’

soon took control of the entire area. /
Unfortunately, the ‘operations conducted m the
widerZadarhinterland till-late-March tookThelr sad
toll as well (127 Croatian defenders lost their lives
and 158 were wounded).

The readiness and the combat capabilities of the
guards brigades and the special police units led
to success of the Operation, which brought the
first major defeat for the aggressor. The Croa-
tian territory was rejoined with a pontoon bridge

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

THE HOMELAND WAR

laid at Novsko Zdrilo (adjacent to the collapsed
Maslenica bridge site). What is more, the Op-
eration returned hope and dignity to the Croa-
tian people and was a step towards the military
foce capable of winning freedom to the country.

INEFFICIENT PEACE FORCES

In September 1993 the Croatian military and police forces undertook a swift cam-
paign “Medacki dZep® driving the Serb forces from the villages in the surrounding
area of Gospi¢ (Pocitelj, Citluk and Divoselo) from where the town was shelled. The
main force was the 9th Guards Brigade and the Special Police of the Ministry of the
Interior, and managed to drive the aggressor further off Gospi¢ and the vital road
towards Karlobag and Perusi¢, reduce the frontline of Lika and reinforce their posi-
tions in Velebit Mountain.

During 1994 the Croatian military maintained the
reached separation line without major campaigns
and was focussed on the training, military exercises
and combat readiness enhancement. The efforts
towards peaceful restoration of the occupied zones
were continued. The Zagreb Ceasefire, negotiated
by the international community and signed on 29
March 1994 by the Croatian government and the
local Serb authorities aimed at achieving a lasting
cessation of hostilities and separation of forces,
as well as demilitarisation of Serb-held areas and
the conditions for the return of the refugees. The
Agreement also stipulated the demilitarisation of
the Serb-controlled areas and the return of refu-
gees but was not respected by the Serb forces.
The criticism addressed the UNPROFOR's ineffi-
ciency and unfulfilled commitments under the man-
date culminated with Croatia’s warning to cancel
the mandate.

In such circumstances, bound by the provisions of
the Zagreb Agreement, the Croatian forces kept
aside from the situation in Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, particularly the town of Biha¢, which was in
dire situation. In September 1994 the Serbs of
Bosnia intensified the pressure on Biha¢ (the UN
PA) depleting the defences of the Army of Bosnia
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PoloZaji 7. gardijske brigade
na Dinari

The positions of the 7th
Guards Brigade in Dinara
Mountain

povratak prognanika, nije ispoStovan. Bilo je to i vri-
jeme sve glasnijih primjedbi na neucinkovitost sna-
ga UNPROFOR-a i njihovo neispunjavanje obveza
u skladu s preuzetim mandatom, da bi naposljetku
Hrvatska zauzela stajaliste da ¢e otkazati mandat
mirovnih snaga.

U takvim okolnostima i s obzirom na to da su postivale
Zagrebacki sporazum, hrvatske snage nisu se mogle
mijeSati u rjeSavanje stanja u susjednoj BiH, to¢nije Bi-
hacu, koji se nalazio u sve bezizlaznijoj situaciji. Naime,
ujesen 1994. pritisak bosanskohercegovackih pobu-
njenih Srba na Biha¢, zasti¢eno podrucje UN-a, bio je
sve jaci, a obrambene snage Armije BiH i Hrvatskog
vije¢a obrane krajnjim su naporima odolijevale pritis-
cima. NuZno je bilo neSto uciniti da pritisak Srba na
Biha¢ oslabi jer bi se padom bihacke enklave poloZaj
Hrvatske u strateSkom smislu bitno pogorsao. Hrvat-
ska vojska i Hrvatsko vijece obrane pokrenuli su stoga
krajem studenog 1994. zajednicku operaciju Zima 94
s ciljem oslobadanja planinskog masiva Dinare i Li-
vanjskog polja te vezivanja neprijateljskih snaga na to
podrucje. Napad koji je po¢eo 29. studenog u popod-
nevnim satima ubacivanjem viSe borbenih skupina u
neprijateljsku pozadinu bio je dodatno oteZan dubo-
kim snijegom i niskim temperaturama. Zada¢a im je
bila neprimjetno zauzeti $to vise istaknutih kota prije
pocetka frontalnog napada. Tijekom 27 dana napad-
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nih djelovanja u kojima su teZisno djelovale snage 4.,
7.1 5. gardijske brigade te 126. domobranske pukov-
nije (dp) i 114. brigade neprijatelj je potpuno porazen
i oslobodeno je podrucje od 200 cetvornih kilometara.
Vedi je dio Livanjskog polja do%ao pod nadzor HV-a i
HVO-a. Uspjesi na podrucju Dinare i Livanjskog po-
lja doveli su hrvatske snage u zalede Knina ¢ime su
stvoreni uvjeti za njegovo kasnije oslobadanje. Tije-
kom zime na Dinari i Staretini nije bilo ve¢ih napadnih
djelovanja hrvatskih snaga. Vodila se aktivna obrana,
a provedena su i ogranicena djelovanja u cilju posti-
zanja povoljnijih poloZaja na Dinari. Tako je 7. travnja
1995. provedena napadna akcija.Skok 1 u kojoj je
sudjelovala 7. gardijska brigada i 126. domobranska
pukevnija;-a=u=jednom je danu oslobodeno podrucje
od 75 Cetvornih kilometara. Dva mjeseca poslije (u
meduvremenu je u svibnju provedena operacija Blje-
sak), od 4. do 11. lipnja na Dinari je provedena i akcija
vecih razmjera Skok 2 u kojoj je u napadnim aktiv-
nostima sudjelovala 4. gardijska brigada, 126. dp i 1.
HGZ. U osam dana akcije hrvatske su snage zaposjele
poloZaje s kojih su mogle u potpunosti nadzirati Li-
vanjsko polje, kao i Cetinsku dolinu i Vrlicko polje u
RH. PoloZaji na Velikom i Malom Satoru omogu¢ivali
su nadzor sjevernog dijela Glamockog polja te pravca
Glamog - Bosansko Grahovo. Oslobodeno je podrucje
od oko 450 Cetvornih kilometara.

Svako je od tih borbenih djelovanja imalo veliku
strateSku vaznost koja ¢e doci do izraZaja poseb-
no u kasnijim oslobodilackim operacijama Hrvatske
vojske. Budu¢i da je mandat snaga UNPROFOR-a
u Hrvatskoj produljen i na 1995, a nastavljeni su
i brojni ekscesi na Stetu Hrvatske u kojima su se
mirovne snage koje su je trebale Stititi potpuno ne-
prihvatljivo ponasale, strpljenje je vec bilo pri kraj
U tim se okolnostima, potaknuta prije svega neuc
kovito$¢u medunarodnih mirovnih snaga, Repubhka
Hrvatska odlucuje za postupno vojno oslobadanje
svojeg teritorija. Uslijedila je prvo vojno-redarstvena
operacija Bljesak, a koji mjesec potom i Oluja. Nji-
hova ucinkovitost i brza provedba pokazale su kolika
je stvarna motiviranost te narasla snaga i mo¢ Hr-
vatske vojske.

30 GODINA ORUZANIH SNAGA REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE




and Herzegovina and the Croatian Defence Coun-
cil. The endangered strategic position of Croatia
in the event of the fall of Biha¢ enclave to Serbs
prompted a joint Croatian Army-Croatian Defence
Council Operation in late 1994 - Zima 94, aimed
at liberating Dinara Mountain and Livanjsko Polje
and diverting the aggressor forces. The Operation
was preceded by the dispatching of several battle
groups behind the aggressor’s lines in the after-
noon and rather hostile conditions of 29 Novem-
bere; they were assigned with taking control of as
many as prominent elevations as possible before
the main atta
In 27 days

the offensive (mainly by the forces

of the 4th, the 7th and the 5th Guards Brigades
and the 114th Brigade and the 126th Home Guard
regiment) defeated the aggressor and liberated the
area of 200 square kilometers , taking the control
over the larger part of Livanjsko polje. The Croatian
forces appraached the Knin arga and prepared the

the Action “l€ap 1° conducted by the 7th Guards
Brigade and the 126th Home Guard regiment, liber-
ating 75 square kilometers in 24 hours). It was fol-
lowed by a somewhat larger 8-day operation “Leap
2 in June 1995, by the 4th Guards Brigade, the
126th Home Guard and the Croatian Guard Corps,
in which the Croatian forces liberated cca 450 km?
and conquered the positions enabling the contr
over Livanjsko polje and Cetinska dolina and Vili
polje in Croatia, while the positions in Velj
Mali-Sator-enabled. the
of Glamocko polje and the communication Glamoc-
Grahovo. The actions had enormous strategic im-
portance, facilitating the subsequent operations of
the Croatian forces. The UNPROFOR mandate was
extended into 1995, with continued incidents fea-
turing intollerable behaviour of the members of the
peace forces and harmful for Croatia.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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In such circumstances, annoyed by the inefficiency
of the international peace forces, the Republic of
Croatia opted for a military operation to liber-
ate the occupied territory, first by the Operation
“Bljesak” (“Lightning”) and the Operation “Oluja“
(Storm) a few months later. The swift course and
the efficiency of the operations evinced the mo-
tivation and the new strength and power of the
Croatian Army.

63

Pripadnici 4. gardijske
brigade u operaciji Zima 94

The members of the 4th
Guards Brigade in the
Operation “Winter 94“
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Operacijom Bljesak oslobodena je
autocesta koja je ponovno povezala
istocnu i srediSnju Hrvatsku

Operation “Lightning” liberated the
motorway which connects east and
central Croatia

VOJNO-REDARSTVENA OPERACIJA BLJESAK

Zapadna Slavonija ima za Republiku Hrvatsku veliku prometno-strateSku vaznost. Bududi
da je okupirano podrucje presijecalo autocestu i Zeljeznicku prugu koje su spajale sredis-
nju s isto€nom Hrvatskom, predstavnici hrvatskih vlasti stalno su s pobunjenim Srbima
poku3avali postici politicko rjeSenje da se ono reintegrira u ustavnopravni poredak Re-
publike Hrvatske. Uz posredovanje medunarodne zajednice, 2. prosinca 1994. sklopljen
je s pobunjenim Srbima Gospodarski sporazum kojim je, medu ostalim, dogovoreno za
21. prosinca otvaranje autoceste Zagreb — Lipovac.2' Njezinim otvaranjem dolazi do
postupne normalizacije odnosa. Medutim, u travnju 1995. dolazi do ponovnog porasta
napetosti kad je odlukom predsjednika pobunjenih Srba Milana Marti¢a zatvorena na
24 sata. Incidenti su kulminirali krajem mjeseca kad su krajinski Srbi na dijelu koji je bio
pod njihovim nadzorom poceli napadati automobile koji su onuda prolazili pri ¢emu su
nekoliko hrvatskih civila ubili i nekoliko zarobili. Bio je to prijelomni trenutak za pokretanje
oslobodilacke operacije Bljesak.
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THE MILITARY AND POLICE OPERATION
“LIGHTNING* (BLJESAK]

The western Slavonian area had a major traffic and strategic importance, and the ocu-
pied area stretched across the east-west motorway and the railway. The Croatian au-
thorities continuously sought a political solution with the insurgents in order to restore
the territory under the Croatia authority. Therefore, in December 1994 the Economic
Agreement was reached with the insurgents defining the reopening of the motorway
Zagreb-Lipovac on 21 December. The reopening of the motorway did normalise the
situation, but April 1995 saw new tensions, with the decision on closing the motorway
for 24 hours as decided by the president of the Serbian Krajina Milan Marti¢ and with
subsequent attacks on the vehicles driving along the Serb-controlled section, killing and
capturing the Croatian citizens.

21) Hrvatski vojnik, br. 472, 24. travnja 2015. Poseban prilog Vojno-redarstvena operacija Bljesak, str. 8.
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Ujutro 1. svibnja 1995. hrvatske su vojne i redarstvene snage zapocele munjevitu
akciju oslobadanja dotad okupiranih podrucja zapadne Slavonije.

Operacija je zapoc€ela u rano jutro napadom hrvatskih snaga na juzni i sredi3nji dio
zapadnoslavonskog okupiranog teritorija iz pravca Novske i Nove Gradiske. Krajnji je
cilj bilo otvaranje autoceste, izbijanje na rijeku Savu i medunarodno priznatu granicu
RH te ulazak u Okucane, srediSte neprijateljske pobune i teroristickin napada na
zapadnoslavonskom podrudju.

Na glavnim je pravcima napada djelovala 81. gar-
dijska bojna, 5. gardijska brigada, dijelovi 1.1 3. gar-
dijske brigade te 2. gardijske brigade i 1. HGZ-3, a
u potpori pricuvne i domobranske postrojbe potpo-
mognute protuoklopno topnicko-raketnim postroj-
bama, Hrvatskim ratnim zrakoplovstvom i postroj-
bama Specijalne policije MUP-a. U operaciji su prvi
put uporabljeni i masovniji udari HRZ-a, a tenkovi
dopremljeni Zeljeznicom ulazili su izravno u borbu
¢ime je postignuto dodatno takti¢ko iznenadenje
neprijatelja.

Brzim udarima hrvatskih snaga s istoka i zapada
presjeCeno je okupirano podru¢je zapadne Slavo-
nije u zahvatu autoceste. Oklopno-mehanizirane
postrojbe HV-a prodrle su iz smjera Novske do Vr-
bovljana i stavile taj dio autoceste pod nadzor, a
Okucani su dovedeni u poluokruZenje. Istodobno je
presjeCena i pod nadzor stavljena prometnica Stara
Gradiska - Okucani, a potom osloboden i Jaseno-
vac ¢ime je onemoguceno dovodenje pojacanja s
okupiranog podru¢ja Banovine i Korduna. Snage po-
bunjenih Srba juZno od autoceste odbacene su na
teritorij Bosne i Hercegovine pod nadzorom bosan-
skohercegovackih Srba, dok su snage sjeverno od
crte presijecanja opkoljene i prisiliene na predaju.
18. korpus Srpske vojske Krajine (SVK) doZivio je brz
i potpun poraz koji su okarakterizirali kao “najveci
poraz SVK-a od njenog stvaranja”.

U samo 32 sata hrvatske snage koje su brojile oko
7200 vojnika i policajaca oslobodile su 500 Cetvor-
nih kilometara dotad okupiranog zapadnoslavon-
skog teritorija te je uspostavljen nadzor nad auto-
cestom Zagreb — Lipovac i Zeljeznickom prugom
prema isto¢noj Slavoniji. Nakon gotovo Cetiri godine
okupacije oslobodeni su Okucani.
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Zlo¢inacki odgovor kao izraz nemodi i poraza pobu-
njenih terorista bilo je raketiranje hrvatskih gradova.
Ubojiti projektili pogadaju samo srediste Zagreba
odnosedi na desetke civilnih Zrtava, dalekometnim
topnistvom granatirani su Karlovac, Sisak, Novska,
Kutina.. U borbenim djelovanjima poginula su 42
hrvatska vojnika i policajca, a 162 su ranjena.
Bljesak je bio posljednje upozorenje i posljednji po-
ziv na mirno rjesavanje situacije koji nije bio prihva-
¢en. Hrvatska je pokazala da ima silu koja je spo-
sobna sama osloboditi svoje okupirane krajeve 5to
¢e samo tri mjeseca poslije i potvrditi.

PRIPREME ZA POTPUNO
0SLOBADANJE HRVATSKE

Krajem 1994. i poCetkom 1995. situacija na boji-
Stima sve je viSe iSla na Stetu krajinskih i bosan-
skohercegovackih Srba. ZdruZene snage Vojske
Republike Srpske (VRS) i SVK-a nisu, naime, uspje-
le zauzeti podrugje Bihaca, dok su snage HV-a i
HVO-a oslobodile strateski vazan gradi¢ Kupres,
a potom zajedno krenule u nezadrZiv napad na
podru¢ju Livanjskog i Kupreskog polja te Dinare
i naposljetku oslobodile veliko podru¢je zapadne
Bosne. Kako je sredinom srpnja poceo novi Zestoki
napad SVK-a na zasticenu zonu Bihaca, hrvatsko
vrhovniStvo uvidjelo je da pasivno ¢ekanje rasple-
ta dogadaja mozZe samo pogorsati odnos snaga
na bojistu koji nikad dotad za hrvatske snage nije
bio tako povoljan. Zbog mogu¢nosti pada Bihaca
i ponavljanja genocida kaji su snage VRS-a poci-
nile nakon zauzimanja zaSti¢ene zone Srebrenice,
predsjednik Predsjednistva BiH Alija Izetbegovig,-""
zatraZio-je pomoc-od-RH-za koju-je podrucje Biha-
¢a imalo gotovo presudnu stratesku vaznost. Tako
su u Splitu 22. srpnja 1995. predsjednici Franjo
Tudman i Alija Izetbegovi¢ potpisali Deklaraciju o
provedbi Sporazuma iz Washingtona?? dogovorivsi
pritom nastavak vojne suradnje. Temeljem tog do-
govora hrvatske su snage poduzele od 25. do 30.
srpnja napadnu operaciju Ljeto 95.
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The events prompted Croatia to prepare the Opera-
tion “Lightning” to liberate the area. It was launched
at dawn of 1 May 1995 - a hasty operation attack-
ing the south and east part of the occupied area
(from Novska and Nova Gradiska), with the aim of
reopening the motorway to the traffic, reaching
the river Sava with the internationally recognised
border on Bosnia and Herzegovina and liberating
Okucane, the centre of the insurgency in western
Slavonia.

The 5th Guards Brigade, the 81 Guards Battalion
and the components of the 1st, the 2nd and the
3rd Guards Brigades, and_of the Croatian Guards
Division, augfented by the reserve and the Home
Guard units and supported by the artillery and mis-
sile units, the Croatian Air Force and the units of the
Special Police.

The Croatian Air Force delivered first mas-
sive strikes fin the Operation Lightning , and the
tansk were |delivered to thegtheatre by railway
and immediately engagedn combat, as an ad-
ditional tactical surprie for the aggressor.
Swift strikes by the Q-"étian forces from east and
west cut the occupfed area of western Slavonia in
the area of adjag ént to the motorway. The armoured
and mechanised units of the Croatian Army oper-
ated from Novska to Vrbovljani and put the portion
of the motorway under control, partially surround-
ing Okucani. The road Stara Gradiska-Okucani was
retaken as well and the town of Jasenovac liberated,
thereby thwarting the reinforcements from the oc-

cupied territory of Banovina and Kordun. The Serb
forces stationed south from the motorway wepe”

driven into the territory of Bosnia and Herzeggvf‘ﬁa
controlled by the Serbs of Bosnia and tho;ﬁ""ﬁorth
from-the-cutting-line weresumrounded-andforced to
surrender. The 18th Corps of the Army of the Re-
public of Serb Krajina saw a quick and total defeat,
admittedly “the worst defeat of the Army of the Re-
public of Serb Krajina from its establishment”.

Within 32 hours the Croatian forces (cca 7,200
soldiers and policemen) liberated 500 kilometers
square of the occupied western Slavonian territory
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and Okucani and regained control over the motor-
way Zagreb - Lipovac and the railway towards east-
ern Slavonia. The aggressor responded by shelling
ruthlessly the Croatian towns. Zagreb as the capital
itself was not spared, and tens of its residents were
hit or even killed. Karlovac, Sisak, Novska, Kutina
and others were shelled from long-range artillery.
A total of 42 Croatian soldiers and policemen were
killed and 162 wounded.

The Operation “Lightning” was the last warning and
appeal for peaceful solution of the situation but
was declined. It showed Croatia’s strength to liber-
ate its occupied territory by its own forces, which
was definitely proved three months later.

TOWARDS LIBERATION

In late 1994 and in early 1995 the situation in the battlefields reversed as the joint
forces of the Army of Republika Srpska and the Army of the Republic of Serb Krajina
failed to seize the Biha¢ area, whereas the Croatian forces liberated Kupres, a small
town with strategic importance and launched an unstoppable offensive in Livan-
jsko and Kupresko polje and in Dinara Mountain, liberating a large area of western
Bosnia. In mid July the Serbian forces undertook a new fierce attack on the UN safe
area of Biha¢. The Croatian government realised the favourable moment for an
intervention. Also, the prospects of the fall of Biha¢ and another horrible genocide
following the occupation of Srebrenica led the President of Bosnia and Herzegovina
seek assistance from the Republic of Croatia, for which the Biha¢ area was of criti-
cal strategic importance.

The two Presidents signed the Declaration on re-
newal of the Washington Agreement in Split on 22
July 1995 and agreed to widen and strengthen the
military co-operation. Based on the Agreement the
Croatian forces undertook an offensive known as
“Ljeto 95 from 25 — 30 July.

The combat operations “Zima 94°( “Winter 94%),
Skok 1 (“Leap 1%) and “Skok 2 (“Leap 2°), whereby
the Croatian forces seized the outposts in Dinara
and Staretina mountains, preceded the Operation
Summer 95% liberating the wider areas and the
towns of Bosansko Grahovo and Glamo¢, which
paved the way for the liberation of the occupied ar-
eas in the Republic of Croatia.
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Borbene operacije Zima 94, Skok 1 i Skok 2 u koji-
ma su hrvatske snage ovladale istaknutim poloZa-
jima na Dinari i Staretini bile su uvod u operaciju
Ljeto 95 u kojoj su oslobodeni Bosansko Grahovo i
Glamoc te njihova Sira okolica. Upravo su njihovim
zauzimanjem stvoreni preduvjeti za oslobadanje po-
dru¢ja RH pod srpskim nadzorom. Cilj operacije bio
je razbiti neprijateljske snage istocno od Livanjskog
polja, a njihovo dalekometno topnistvo prisiliti na
povlacenje u dubini ¢ime bi se povecala sigurnost
Livna i Kupresa, zaustaviti neprijateljsku ofenzivu
na Biha¢, osloboditi Bosansko Grahovo i Glamoc te
stvoriti_preduvjete za_oslobadanje Knina i ostalog
okupiranog podrucja sjeverne Dalmacije i Like.

Operacija je zapocCela u pet ujutro jakim topnickim i raketnim djelovanjem. Glavne
snage, koje su Cinile 7. gardijska brigada i dio 114. brigade, bile su rasporedene
smjerom Crni Lug - Bosansko Grahovo, a na drugom su smjeru napada prema Gla-
mocu sa Sator planine bile rasporedene snage 81. gardijske bojne, 1. HGZ-a i dijelovi
1. gardijske brigade. U borbena su djelovanja poslije ukljuceni dijelovi 9. i 4. gardijske
brigade. lako je u pocetku neprijatelj pruZao jak otpor, treceg dana operacije hrvat-
ske snage 4.1 7. gardijske brigade oslobadaju Bosansko Grahovo ¢ime je presjecena
vitalna komunikacija Knin - Drvar.
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Na drugom pravcu napada hrvatske snage iduceg
dana ulaze u Glamo¢ te nastavljaju do istocnog
ruba Glamockog polja gdje zauzimaju poloZaje. Svi
su zacrtani ciljevi operacije u cijelosti ostvareni, a
oslobodeno je oko 300 cetvornih kilometara. Nepri-
jateljske su snage na sjeveru Dalmacije dovedene u
poluokruZenje sa samo dva izlaza od kojih ni jedan
nije bio posve siguran, i to Knin — Otri¢ — Srb/fe
Obrovac - Gra€ac. Uspjesi i novozauzeti poloZa]i na
Livanjsko-dinarskoj i Glamockoj bojisnici otvorili su
put hrvatskim snagama prema Kninu i njégovo oslo-
badanje-u-eperaciji kejasje-vilobrzo-uslijedila.

THE HOMELAND WAR

The objective of the operation was to disrupt the
aggressor forces to the east of Livanjsko polje
and drive his artillery forces deeper behind to
secure Livno and Kupres, halt the aggressor of-
fensive on Biha, liberate Bosansko Grahovo and
Glamoc and thereby enable the liberation of Knin
and of the remaining occupied areas of northern
Dalmatia and Lika.

The Operation was launched at 5 am, with heavy
artillery and missile fire. The main forces (the 7th
Guards Brigade and a component of the 114th
Brigade) were deployed along the route Crni
Lug- Bosansko Grahovo, and the forces of the
81st Guards Battalion, the Croatian Guards Divi-
sion and the components of the 1st Guards Bri-
gade operated on the route from Sator planina
towards Glamo¢. The components of the 9th and
4th Guards Brigade were introduced later.

The aggressor initially offered strong resistance,
the forces of the 4th and the 7th#Guards Bri-
gades liberated Bosansko Grah,_ov'o, cutting the
vital communication Knin-Drvaf.

A day later the Croatian fo-r‘ées stationed along
another route of attagk entered Glamoc¢ and
took positions along/the eastern boundary of
Glamocko polje, having liberated 300 square kil-
ometers and fulfilled the objectives. Meanwhile
the Serb forces in northern Dalmatia were par-
tially surrounded and left only two no-safe exits
(Knin-Otri¢-Srb and Obravac-Gracac).

The exploits and the new positions in the Livno-
Dinara and Glamoc battlefields cleared the route
towards Knin and created the conditions for its
prospective liberation.

22) Nazor, Ante: Velikosrpska agresija na Hrvatsku 1990-ih (Republika Hrvatska i Domovinski rat: pregled politickih i vojnih dogadaja 1990., 1991.-1995./1998.) / Greater-Serbian
aggression against Croatia in the 1990s (The Republic of Croatia and the Homeland war: overview of political and military developments 1990, 1991-1995/1998) [prijevod na
engleski Janko Paravi€], Hrvatski memorijalno-dokumentacijski centar Domovinskog rata, Zagreb, 2011., str. 141.
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Hrvatski poloZaji na -
planini Dinari

“Broatian positions in,_.
Dinara Mountain

FOTO: DAMJAN TADIC
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The units of the “Tigrovi“ Brigade in movement
during the Operation “Storm*

Pokret postrojbi Tigrova tijekom operacije Oluja ﬁ»
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VOJNO-REDARSTVENA OPERACIJA OLUJA

Hrvatsko vrhovniStvo nije dvojilo o tome da nece doci do mirne reintegracije okupiranih
podru¢ja te je na sastanku na Brijunima 31. srpnja 1995. donesena konacna odluka o
pokretanju operacije Oluja. Zadnji poku3aji politickog dogovora i mirnog razrjeSenja pi-
tanja okupiranih podrugja, na inzistiranje predstavnika UN-a i Medunarodne konferencije
o bivioj Jugoslaviji, odrZani su 3. kolovoza 1995. u Genthodu kod Zeneve. Delegacija
pobunjenih Srba jo3 je jednom, po tko zna koji put, odbila prijedlog hrvatske delegacije
o neodgodivoj mirnoj reintegraciji okupiranih podrucja u drzavnopravni okvir RH. Time je
nestala i posljednja politicka prepreka za pokretanje operacije Oluja.

Idu¢eg su dana, 4. kolovoza, hrvatske postrojbe dobile zapovijed da u 5:00 sati zapo¢nu
napadna djelovanja.. Temeljna je zamisao operacije bila: istodobnim napadom na vise
smjerova (31 pravac), probiti obranu pobunjenih Srba, osloboditi cjelokupno okupirano
podrugje sjeverne Dalmacije, Like, Korduna i Banovine i izbiti na medunarodno priznate
granice RH s BiH, uz istodobnu odsudnu obranu isto¢ne Slavonije i krajnjeg juga Hrvatske,
te sprijeciti srpsko osvajanje zasti¢ene zone Bihaca.

FOTOARHIVA UDRUGE TIGROVA”

n

MILITARY AND POLICE OPERATION “STORM*

Realising that the occupied areas could not be reintegrated peacefully, the Croatian gov-
ernment and at the meeting in the Brijuni islands held on 31 July 1995 made the definite
decision on the launching of the Operation “Storm®. The last attempt to reach a political
agreement and solution on the issue, on the insistence of the UN and the Intenational
Conference on Former Yugoslavia, was made at Genthod, Geneva on 3 August 1995, with
the attendance of the representatives of the insurgents, who refused the proposal by the
Croatian delegation on unconditional reintegration into the sovereignty of the Republic
of Croatia, thus removing the last obstacle for the Operation. At 5 am on 4 August the
Croatian units were given the order to attack. The Operation intended to simultaneously
attack along 31 directions to disrupt the Serbs’ defence and liberate the occupied areas
of northern Dalmatia, Lika, Kordun and Banovina and to reach the internationally rec-
ognised border on Bosnia and Herzegovina, maintaining persistent defence of eastern
Slavonia and the southernmost part of the country and obstruct Serbs from occupying
the Protected Area of Bihac.
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Klju€ne su zadace u prvoj fazi operacije bile ovladava-
nje prilazima Kninu, prijevojima na Velebitu i Ljubovu
te proboj na smjeru napada 1. gbr (Glibodol — Plitvice
- Trzacka Rastela) i 2. gbr (Gora — Banski Grabovac
— Obljaj). Glavni napadi planirani su na smjerovima
Bosansko Grahovo - Knin i Josipdol — Plaski — TrZi¢ s
ciliem razbijanja srpskih snaga na dva dijela, spaja-
nja sa snagama 5. korpusa Armije BiH i oslobadanje
Knina, srediSta srpske pobune. Nakon proboja prve
crte obrane pobunjenih Srba, u drugoj fazi operacije
trebalo je uvesti svjeZe snage i nastaviti napad pre-
ma drZavnoj granici RH s BiH.

Nakon pocetnog djelovanja snaga HRZ-a i unistenih neprijateljskih sustava veze
te topnicke pripreme po vojnim ciljevima, na svim smjerovima napada hrvatske su
snage krenule u akciju istodobno iz tridesetak pravca na bojisnici dugoj gotovo 700
kilometara. Udarnu snagu na glavnim pravcima napada cinile su gardijske brigade
potpomognute 1. HGZ-om, Specijalnom policijom MUP-a te domobranskim i pricuv-
nim postrojbama.

Na glavnom smjeru napada s Dinare u pravcu Knina
udarnu je snagu cinila 4. 7. gardijska brigada. S Vele-
bita u pravcu Knina djelovale su postrojbe 9. gardijske
brigade i Specijalne postrojbe MUP-a. Helikopterskim
je desantom duboko u neprijateljsku pozadinu usao
1. HGZ. Sjevernije, s podru¢ja Kapele preko Slunja,
Rakovice, Titove Korenice i Plitvica, udarna je snaga
bila 1. gardijska brigada. Za zauzimanje Ljubova i
neutraliziranje neprijateljske zratne baze u Udbini bila
je zaduZena 9. gardijska brigada. Te su zadace tezisno
bile u zoni odgovornosti ZP-a Split i ZP-a Gospic.
Zadaca ZP-a Split bila je razbiti snage 7. korpusa
SVK-a i osloboditi okupirano podrucje sjeverne Dal-
macije. Snage su bile podijeljene u Cetiri operativne
grupe — Zadar, Sibenik, Sjever i Sinj, s tim da je glav-
na snaga bio OG Sjever s 4. i 7. gardijskom briga-
dom HV-a koje su ve¢ u operaciji Ljeto 95 stvorile
preduvjete da s vrhova Dinare krenu prema Kninu.
Glavni napad snaga planiran je na pravcima Bosan-
sko Grahovo - Knin, Jasenice — Muskovci i Uniski
doci — Unista — Kijevo. Planirano je i presijecanje
komunikacija Knin - Gra¢ac i Obrovac — Gracac, s
ciljem okruZenja i oslobodenja Knina.

7¢

Zadac¢a ZP-a Gospi¢ bilo je razbijanje obrane Lic-
kog korpusa SVK-a, presijecanje srpskih snaga u
Sirem podrucju Plitvickih jezera, te na crti Kapela
Korenitka — Trzacka Rastela spajanje sa snagama
5. korpusa ABIiH. U drugoj fazi trebalo je osloboditi
cjelokupno podrugje Like i izbiti na drzavnu granicu
s BiH. Glavni je napad planiran na smjeru Glibodol
— Li¢ka Jasenica — Saborsko - Seliste Dreznicko
— Trzacka Rastela — drZavna granica. Pomoc¢ni su
napadi planirani na smjerovima Canak — Trnavac —
Homoljacko polje — Licko Petrovo Selo i Novi Licki
Osik - Ljubovo — Bunic.

Izmedu zbornih podrucja.Gospi¢ .Split svoju su zonu
odgovornosti na Velebitu imale snage Specijalne po-
licijeMUP=a-RH-sarzadacom ovladavanja podru¢jem
Mali Goli¢ — Sv. Rok —Gracac — Prezid, presijecanja
ceste Medak - Gracac, zauzimanja glavnog ¢vorista
veze srpskih snaga radiorelejnog objekta Celavac te
stavljanja pod nadzor prometnice Jasenica —Zaton —
— Muskovci — Prezid. U nastavku operacije trebale su
se spojiti sa snagama HV-a i izvrsiti prodor prema
granici RH s BiH u podru¢ju Donjeg Lapca. Prvog su
dana operacije snage Specijalne policije MUP-a RH
(ukupno 1500 pripadnika i 700 u pricuvi) krenule u
napad s Velebita rasporedene na glavnom i Cetirima
pomoc¢nim smjerovima. Podru¢je kretanja u napad
protezalo se od lvinih vodica i Svetog brda na za-
padu do Bukve i Tulovih greda na istoku i vodilo je
prema utvrdenim srpskim poloZajima Malom Alanu,
sjevernom podnoZju Velebita i prometnici Medak
— Sveti Rok — Gracac — Obrovac. Snage Specijalne
policije na pocetne su poloZaje, kako bi se 5to vise
pribliZile srpskim poloZajima, uvedene i rasporede-
ne pjesice u najvecoj tajnosti sa svom logistickom i
medicinskom potporom.
Zadaca ZP-a Karlovac bila je razbiti obranu 21. kor-
pusa SVK-a i neutralizirati srpske topnicko-raketne
sustave te tako onemoguditi razaranje gradova i
industrijskih kapaciteta u svojoj zoni odgovorno-
sti, oslobadanje Sireg podrucja Ogulina, Karlovca i
Korduna te spreCavanje moguceg protuudara srp-
skih snaga u medurjecju Korane i MreZnice. Nasil-
nim je prelaskom rijeka Kupe i Korane planirano
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The principal assignments in the first phase of the
Operation were to take the avenues towards Knin,
the Ljubovo Pass and the passes in Velebit Moun-
tain and to effect breakthrough along the avenue of
attack of the 1st Guards Brigade (Glibodol - Plitvice
— TrZacka Rastela) ‘and of the 2nd Guards Brigade
(Gora — Banski Grabovac - Obljaj). The main attacks
were planned along the routes Bosansko Grahovo
— Knin and Josipdol — Plaski — Trzi¢, with the aim of
disrupting the Serb forces, joining with the forces of
the 5th Corps of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovi-
na and liberating Knin, the centre of the insurgency.
The first Serb_defence line was broken out and in
the second pHase of the operation new forces were
engaged and the state border on Bosnia and Herze-
govina approached.

Following the initial successful strikes by the Croa-
tian Air Force against the aggressor’s signal cen-
tres and by the artillery preparation, the Croatian
forces advanced from 30 directfons simultaneously
along a 70-km frontline. Thé main force were the
guards brigades, augmented by the components
of the Croatian Guards Division, Special Police of
the Ministry of the”Interior, the Home Guard and
reserve forces._.-"
The main fos€e on the main attack route from Di-
nara Mountain towards Knin were the 4th and the
7th Guards Brigades. The 9th Guards Brigade and
Special Police operated on the avenue from Velebit
Mountain towards Knin, while the Croatian Guards
Division infiltrated deep behind the aggressor lines

by helicopter. The 1st Guards Brigade was the main /

force to the north, from Kapela Mountain in the di#’
rections towards Slunj, Rakovica, Titova Korepica
and Plitvice, and the 9th Guards Brigade C
trusted with seizing the Ljubovo Pass and leutralis-
ing the Yugoslav air base at Udbina. The operations
were conducted in the zone of responsibility of the
Military Districts Split and Gospic.

The forces of the Military District Split were di-
vided into four operational groups (the Operational
Groups Zadar, Sibenik, North and Sinj) tasked with
disrupting the forces of the 7th Corps of the Army
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of the Republic of Serbian Krajina and liberating the
occupied territory of northern Dalmatia. The Opera-
tional Group North, comprising the 4th and the 7th
Guards Brigades (previously creating the conditions
for the descent from Dinara Mountain towards
Knin). The main attack was planned along the av-
enue Bosansko Grahovo- Knin, Jasenice — Muskovci
and Uniski Doci — Unista — Kijevo, with the objective
of cutting the communications between Knin and
Gracac and Obrovac and Gracac and surrounding
and liberating Knin.

The main task of the Military District Gospi¢ was to disrupt the defence of the Licki
Corps of the Army of the Republic of Serbian Krajina in the wider area of the Plitvice
Lakes and join with the forces of the 5th Corps of the Army of Bosnia and Herzego-
vina on the route between Kapela Korenicka and TrZacka Rastela. The second phase
of the Operation envisaged the liberation of the entire territory of Lika and reach-
ing the state border on Bosnia and Herzegovina. The main attack was planned
along the avenue Glibodol-Litka Jasenica-Saborsko-Seliste DreZni¢ko-Trzacka
Rastela—state border, and the supporting attacks on the avenues Canak-Trnavac—
Homoljacko polje-Licko Petrovo Selo and Novi Li¢ki Osik—Ljubovo—Bunic.

The Special Police was assigned to the area be-
tween the Military Districts Gospi¢ and Split, and
was tasked with taking over the area from Mali
Goli¢-Sv. Rok-Gracac to Prezid, cutting the road
Medak-Gra¢ac, seizing the Celavac radio relay
hub and the road Jasenice-Zaton-Muskovci-
Prezid. They were planned to converge with the
Army forces and break through towards the bor-
der on Bosnia and Herzegovina in the area of
Donji Lapac. On the first day of the Operation
1,500 members of the Special Police (700 more
in reserve) launched one main and four support-
ing attacks from Ivine vodice and Sveto brdo to
the west to Bukva and to Tulove grede peak to
the east. The area of the attack led to the Serb
positions at Mali Alan, north Velebit and the road
Medak — Sveti Rok — Gracac — Obrovac. The forc-
es arrived and dispersed to the initial postings se-
cretly by walk, along with the logistic and medical
support, to reach as close to Serbian positions as
possible.

73




DOMOVINSKI RAT

odsjeci Turanj te potom izvrsiti prodor pravcem Kar-
lovac — Babina gora — Vojni¢. Na podruc¢ju Plaskog
plan je bio dvostrukim obuhvatom okruZiti mjesto i
ovladati crtom Primislje — Obljajac — Veliki Pistenik.
Nakon izvrSenja tih zada¢a, u suradnji s dijelom sna-
ga ZP-a Zagreb i ZP-a Gospi¢, trebalo je osloboditi
cijeli Kordun i izbiti na drZavnu granicu s BiH.

Bilo je planirano prostor Banovine okruZiti iz nekoli-
ko pravaca. Udarna snaga u pravcu Petrinje gdje je
neprijatelj pruzao Zestok otpor i dalje prema Glini
bila je 2. gardijska brigada.

Za oslobadanje Banovine zaduZene su_bile_postrojbe_Zbornog podrucja Zagreb i
Zbornog podrugja Bjelovar. Njihova je zadaca bila da spremnim snagama te s ojaca-
njima podstoZermihpostrojbi-GS-HV=a=i specijalnih snaga MUP-a razbiju obranu 39.
korpusa SVK-a, oslobode Banovinu, spoje se sa snagama 5. korpusa ABiH na Sirem
podrugju sela Obljaja i Zirovca te izbiju na drzavnu granicu. Operaciju je trebalo
provesti na trima smjerovima — prema Petrinji, Hrvatskoj Kostajnici i Glini. U prvoj
su fazi glavne snage zbornih podrucja trebale odsjeci Petrinju, unistiti ili natjerati
na bezuvjetnu predaju okruZene srpske snage i osloboditi grad. Na pomo¢nom su
pravcu snage ZP-a Zagreb trebale pravcem Sunja — Mracaj osloboditi Hrvatsku Ko-
stajnicu, a u drugoj fazi osloboditi Glinu, izbiti na crtu od Obljaja do Zirovca i spojiti
se s postrojbama 5. korpusa Armije BiH.

Nakon toga hrvatske st snage trebale unistiti pre-
ostale snage 39. banijskog korpusa SVK-a na po-
druc¢ju Zrinske gore i izi¢i na drzavnu granicu. Zada-
¢a snaga ZP-a Bjelovar bila je prije¢i Savu, razbiti
protivnika na desnoj obali, izvrsiti napad glavnim
snagama na pravcu Jasenovac — Hrvatska Dubica,
a pomoc¢nim na pravcu Orahova — Hrvatska Dubica,
osloboditi Hrvatsku Dubicu i izbiti na cestu HrvatsKa
Dubica —Sunja i spojiti se sa snagama ZP-a Zagfeb.
Postrojbe 3. i 5. gardijske brigade za to sw’vrijeme
bile u stanju pripravnosti na krajnjem istoku Hrvat-
ske-t=sluCaju-eventualnin-neprijateljskin pokreta te
pod zapovijedanjem ZP-a Osijek.

ZP Osijek imao je obrambenu zada¢u kodnog nazi-
va Feniks ¢iji je cilj bio onemoguditi prodor srpskih
snaga na pravcima Sid — Zupanja i Ernestinovo —
— Cepin, te stvoriti preduvjete za prelazak u napad-
no djelovanje na pravcu Borinacka kosa — Bobotski
kanal — Trpinja.

[
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The tasks of the Military District Karlovac com-
prised the disrupting the defence of the 21st
Corps of the Army of the Republic of Serb Krajina
and preventing the shelling of the towns and in-
dustrial facilities in its area of responsibility, lib-
eration of the wider area of Ogulin, Karlovac and
Kordun and halting possible counter-offensive in
the area between the Korana and MreZnica riv-
ers. The fording of the rivers Kupa and Korana
was planned to cut off Turanj and to enable the
breakthrough along the route Karlovac — Babina
gora — Vojnic.

In the area of Plaski the plan was.to effect double
envelopment arourd Plagki and establish control
over the line Primislje — Obljajac — Veliki Pistenik,
liberate the entire area of Kordun and reach the
state border on Bosnia and Herzegovina.

The Banovina province was surrounded from sev-
eral directions. The units of the Military Districts
Zagreb and Bjelovar, augmented with,the units sub-
ordinated to the General Staff and,-With the special
forces of the Ministry of the lnterior were tasked
with neutralising the defenc_ebf the 39th Corps of
the Army of the Republic,éf Serb Krajina, liberating
the Banovina provinces/converging with the forces
of the 5th Corps of’the Army of Bosnia and Her-
zegovina in the wider area of the villages of Obljaj
and Zirovac and reaching the state border on Bos-
nia and Herzegovina. The main force along the
route towards Petrinja, where the aggressor offered
fierce resistance, was the 2nd Guards Brigade.

The Operation was planned along three avenues -
towards Petrinja, Hrvatska Kostajnica and Glina. In
the first phase the forces were tasked with cutting
off of Petrinja, destroying or forcing the surrounded?””
Serb forces-to-surrender-and |iberating-the-townby
the main forces of the Military District Zagreb and
Bjelovar. The forces of the Military District Zagreb
on the supporting route were assigned to operate
along the route Sunja-Mracaj and to liberate Kosta-
jnica and Glina (in the second phase), reach the line
Obljaj-Zirovac and converge with the units of the
5th Corps of the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES



Predsjednik RH dr. Franjo
Tudman i vojni zapovjednici
u Operativnom sredistu prate
tijek operacije Oluja

The President of the Republic
of Croatia Franjo Tudman

and the commanders survey
the course of the Operation
“Storm*“ in the Operations
Centre of the GS

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT
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Zadaca JuZnog bojista bila je organizacija obrambe-
ne operacije krajnjeg juga Hrvatske, kodnog imena
Maestral, prema Hercegovackom korpusu VRS-a i
snagama Vojske Jugoslavije (V).

HRZ je tijekom Oluje pruZzao zrakoplovnu potporu snagama HKoV-a na pravcima
napada, osiguravao protuzracnu obranu teritorija Hrvatske s teZiStem na prostoru
Zagreb — Karlovac -Sisak - Kutina i podrucju Sinja, obavljao izvidnicke letove, pre-
vozio kopnene snage u cilju njihova manevra i evakuirao ranjenike. U Oluji su bili an-
gazirani njegovi cjelokupni ljudski i materijalni resursi — 17 borbenih aviona MiG-21,
tri transportna zrakoplova, pet borbenih i devet transportnih helikoptera Mi-8, zrako-
plov An-2 za elektronicko izvidanje i helikopter Mi-24 za elektronicko-termovizijsko
izvidanje, a djelovalo se sa svih aerodroma i uzletista u Hrvatskoj. Udari HRZ-a bili
su prvotno usmjereni na utvrdene srpske vojne objekte i poloZaje na dominantnim
kotama, sredista veze, zapovjedna mjesta, skladista, topnistvo i oklopnistvo srpskih
postrojbi, a poslije je uglavnom pruZzao paljbenu potporu hrvatskim snagama u na-
padnim djelovanjima.

HRM je Oluju proveo u povisenom stupnju bojne
spremnosti, pripremljen za aktivnu pomorsku obra-
nu s tezistem na protubrodskoj, protupodmornickoj i
protuminskoj borbi. Pomorska obrana na sjevernom
i srednjem Jadranu provedena je prema zapovijedi
Turs-95, a na juZznom Jadranu u sklopu obrambene
operacije Maestral u sastavu JuZnog bojista.

Prvog je dana operacije prodor postrojbi Hrvatske
vojske po dubini iznosio pet do petnaest kilometara,
a neprijateljska su uporidta dovedena u okruZenje
ili poluokruZenje. Ve¢ je drugog dana operacije izvr-
Seno osamdeset posto planiranih borbenih zadaca.
Vecina je okupiranih hrvatskih gradova oslobode-
na, medu njima u prvim danima operacije Hrvatska
Kostajnica, Petrinja, Glina, Slunj, Gracac, Obrovac,
Drnis... Ulaskom snaga 4. i 7. gardijske brigade 5.
kolovoza u Knin i njegovim oslobadanjem ostvaren
je najvazniji strateSko-politicki i vojni cilj, ne samo
operacije Oluja, nego i cijelog Domovinskog rata.
Samo koji dan poslije i na sjevernom su dijelu
bojisnice neprijateljske snage 21. kordunskog kor-
pusa prisiljene potpisati predaju. Naime, nakon

probijanja srpskih crta na vise pravaca na podrucju
Korduna i Banovine, Kordunski je korpus 6. kolovoza
zapoceo izvlacenje. Glavni stoZer HV-a zapovjedio je
hrvatskim snagama da prekinu napadna djelovanja
na podru¢ju Vojni¢ — Vrginmost — Glina zbog tvrdnji
predstavnika UNCRO-a (United Nations Confidence
Restoration Operation) da ¢e se srpske snage pre-
dati. No, srpska je strana time htjela samo dobiti na
vremenu te su istog dana borbena djelovanja na-
stavljena. Nakon dva dana napredovanja hrvatskih
snaga vodstvo Kordunskog korpusa SVK-a pristalo
je na predaju koja je potpisana u ranim poslijepod-
nevnim satima 8. kolovoza na padrucju Topuskog.
Specijalne jedinice policije MUP-a uz podrsku po-
strojbiZP=a~Zagreb i ZP-a Karlovac zapocele su na-
kon Oluje pretres Petrove gore od zaostalih srpskih
snaga. Akcija je pocCela 13. kolovoza i u idu¢a dva
dana ocisc¢eno je podrucje Petrove gore te stavljeni
pod nadzor civilni i vojni objekti. Pretres je od 21. ko-
lovoza do 9. listopada proveden i na prostoru ZP-a
Split i ZP-a Gospit.

U samo 84 sata vojno-redarstvene operacije Oluja,
u kojoj je bilo angaZirano gotovo 200 tisu¢a hrvat-
skih vojnika, oslobodeno je vise od 10 000 Eetvornih
kilometara dotad oKupiranog podrucja. Hrvatska je
vojska pritom ostvarila sve zacrtane ciljeve.

Bila je to, u takti¢kom i strateSkom smislu, vojna
operacija koju ¢e zahvaljujuci njezinoj originalnosti
i uspjesnosti izucavati brojni vojni analiticari i voj-
ne Skole. NaZalost, u borbenim su djelovanjima po-
ginula 204 hrvatska vojnika i policajca, 1100 ih je
ranjeno — 572 teZe i 528 lak3e, a dva se vode kao
nestali®®

Olujom je okoncana i srpska opsada Bihaca koja je
trajala 1201 dan. Omogucila je u rujnu i listopad
1995. nastavak napadnih operacija HV-a i HVO-a te
Armije BiH Maestral i JuZni potez koje su, pod priti-
skom medunarodne zajednice, u konacnici rezultira-
le sklapanjem Daytonskog sporazuma 21. studenog
1995. (potpisanog u Parizu 14. prosinca 1995.).

23) Hrvatski vojnik, br. 479, 31. srpnja 2015. [Poseban prilog Vojno-redarstvena operacija Oluja, str. 30.]
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The Croatian forces’ subsequent task was to de-
stroy the remaining forces of the 39th Banija Corps
of the Army of the Republic of Serb Krajina and
reach the state border.

The Military District Bjelovar was tasked with ford-
ing the river Sava, disrupting the Serb forces in the
right bank, attacking with the main forces along the
route Jasenovac—Hrvatska Dubica and with the sup-
porting forces along the route Orahova—Hrvatska
Dubica and liberating Hrvatska Dubica, reaching the
road Hrvatska Dubica-Sunja and converging with
the forces of the Military District Zagreb.

The units of the 3rd and 5th Guards Brigades were
placed on high alert in east Croatia, under the com-
mand of the Military District Osijek in the event of
aggressor manoueuvres. The Military District Osi-
jek’s defence task (codenamed “Feniks®) was to halt
the advance of the Serb forces along the routes
Sid -Zupanja and Ernestinovo — Cepin and pave the
way for the transition to the offense along the route
Borinacka kosa — Bobotski kdnal - Trpinja.

The South Battlefield was”in charge of the defence
operation in the sout'ost part of Croatia, code-
named ‘Mistral® against the Hercegovina Corps of
_Iika Srpska and the Yugoslav Army.
The Croatian/Air Force provided support to the land
forces along the routes of attack, secured the air
defence of the Croatian territory (with the focus
on the area between Zagreb-Karlovac-Sisak-Kutina
and in the Sinj area), performed air reconnaissance
flights, transported the air forces and evacuated

\

the wounded. The entire resources were engaged |

in the Operation (17 MiG-21 aircraft, three trans?
port aircraft, five assault and nine transport M-8
helicopters, the electronic reconnaissance i
(An-2)-and the Mi-24 electronic thermovisi n recon-
naissance helicopter) and all airports and helipads
in the country. The first targets were the fortified
Serbian military installations and positions at domi-
nant elevations, the communications centres, arms
depots, artillery and armoured units, while in later
phases it provided fire support to the Croatian land
units in the offensive actions.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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The Croatian Navy was in the enhanced readiness
state, prepared to engage actively in naval warfare,
primarily in anti-ship, anti-submarine and anti-mine
warfare. The naval defence of north and central
Adriatic was conducted in compliance with the or-
der “Turs-95°, and of south Adriatic within the Op-
eration “Mistral” for the Southern battlefield.

On the first day the Croatian Army advanced 5-15 kilometers surrounding (fully or
partially) the aggressor’s strongholds and 80% of the planned combat tasks were
accomplished, and the majority of the occupied Croatian towns liberated (Kosta-
jnica, Petrinja, Glina, Slunj, Gracac, Obrovac and Drni3). On 5 August the forces of
the 4th and the 7th Guards Brigades entered Knin, whose liberation was the major
strategic political and military objective of the Homeland War.

A few days later the northern section of the battlefield the forces of the 21st Kordun
Corps of the Army of the Republic of Serbian Krajina were forced to surrender. After
their lines were breached on 6 August on several routes in Kordun and Banovina, the
Kordun Corps began pull-out. Further to the announcement by the UNCRO repre-
sentative of the surrender of the Serb forces the General Staff of the Croatian Army
ordered its units to suspend the attack along the route Vojni¢ — Virginmost — Glina;
but it was the move by the Serbian side to buy time as they resumed fighting the
same day. Nevertheless, two days later the Croatian forces advanced and the com-
manders of the Kordun Corps accepted surrender, which was signed on 8 August in
the surrounding of Topusko.

Following the Operation the Special Police units of
the Croatian Ministry of the Interior, augmented
with the units of the Military District Zagreb and the
Military District Karlovac undertook mopping opera-
tions in Petrova gora, which was completed within
two days and the civilian and military facilities put
under control. From 21 August to 9 October the
mopping operations were conducted in the areas of
the Military Districts Split and Gospic respectively.
Ina 84-hour time span, the Croatian forces (200,000
troops) liberated more than 10,000 km square kilo-
meters of the territory and accomplished the goals.
The tactical and strategical value of the Operation,
the inventiveness and effectiveness listed it among
the study subjects of a number of military acad-
emies and analysts. The Operation took its sad toll
— 204 participants were killed and 1,100 wounded,
while two were missing.
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KONACAN PORAZ NEPRIJATELJSKIH SNAGA

Nakon uspjeha u operaciji Oluja hrvatske su snage nastavile drzati dostignutu crtu bo-
jista, ali neprijatelj nije bio u cijelosti poraZen. U grani¢nom je podru¢ju i dalje bio mo-
guca opasnost te ga je, da bi se osigurala postojanost granice izmedu RH i BiH, trebalo
potpuno poraziti. Vrijeme nakon Oluje tome je najbolje odgovaralo, a nastavak borbenih
operacija nije trebalo dugo ¢ekati. Samo mjesec dana nakon Oluje, od 8. do 15. rujna
hrvatske snage zajedno sa snagama Armije BiH provode operaciju Maestral. Cilj hrvat-
skih snaga bio je potisnuti neprijatelja od novooslobodenih mjesta Kupresa, Glamoca i
Bosanskog Grahova te osigurati Livno od napada dalekometnim topniStvom, provesti
dublji prodor prema Sipovu i Jajcu, a potom i prema Drvaru te uspostaviti crtu obrane
ispred Bosanskog Petrovca, Kljuca i Mrkonji¢ Grada. Glavne su pocetne napadne snage
bile 4. gbr, 7. gbr, 1. HGZ te postrojbe HVO-a. U prvoj fazi operacije, koja je trajala Cetiri
dana, oslobodeno je oko 670 Eetvornih kilometara. U drugoj fazi, koja je trajala dva dana,
oslobodeni su Jajce i Sipovo te oko 520 Eetvornih kilometara. Idu¢ih je dana nastavljeno
napredovanje prema Drvaru i planinskom prijevoju OStrelju te njihovo zauzimanje.

The Operation put an end to the 1207-day Serb siege of Biha¢ and enabled the Croatian
Army, the Croatian Defence Council and the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina to conduct
the Operations “Maestral” (“Mistral®) and “JuZni potez” (“Southern Move®), which, under
the pressure from the international community, were concluded with the Dayton Accords,
initialled in the Wright-Petterson U.S. Army Base, Ohio, and formally signed in Paris on
14 December 1995.

THE DEFEAT OF THE AGGRESSOR

The Operation “Storm” completed, the Croatian forces maintained the reached front line.
The timing was right to to neutralise the enemy forces that still posed a threat in the
border zone to Bosnia and Herzegovina in order to maintain the border stability. As soon
as 8 - 15 September the Croatian forces undertook the Operation “Mistral® (“Maestral®)
jointly with the Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The goal of the Croatian forces was to
drive the aggressor forces further from the newly liberated areas (the towns of Kupres,
Glamoc and Bosansko Grahovo) and protect Livno from long-range artillery attacks, ex-
ploit deeper breakthrough towards Sipovo, Jajce and Drvar and establish a defence line
in the vicinity of Bosanski Petrovac, Klju¢ and Mrkonji¢ Grad.

Tenkisti 9. gardijske brigade nakon
uspjesno provedenih borbenih
djelovanja

Tank crews of the 9th Guards
Brigade following the successful
combat actions
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Bila je to po opsegu druga po veli¢ini operacija hr-
vatskih snaga u kojoj su oslobodeni Sipovo, Jajce i
Drvar te dva iznimno znacajna planinska prijevoja
Ostrelj i Mliniste koji od Banja Luke vode prema
moru.

Samo mjesec dana od pocetka operacije Maestral, 8. listopada hrvatske snage pro-
vode Juzni potez, posljednju u nizu napadnih operacija na tom podru¢ju. Neprijatel;
se nalazio na prostoru Sirine Cetrdesetak kilometara i ¢inio zadnji pojas obrane Ba-
nja Luke. Operacija je bila poduzeta kako bi se zaustavila srpska ofenziva u sjeve-
rozapadnoj Bosni i pomoglo Armiji BiH. Cilj operacije bio je unistiti neprijateljske
snage u Sirem podru¢ju Mrkonji¢ Grada i hidroelektrane “Jajce-3", staviti pod nadzor
sve putove koji vode prema Banja Luci, uspostaviti crtu obrane na padinama Ma-
njace te oslabiti pritisak na snage Armije BiH. Operacija je uspjesno zavrsena 11.
listopada i oslobodeno je dodatnih 800 ¢etvornih kilometara. Hrvatske su se snage
nasle pred Banja Lukom, neprijateljska je obrana potpuno razbijena, a unato¢ tomu
u grad nisu usle. Zaustavile su ih unutarnje i vanjskopoliti¢ke okolnosti, ali ¢injenice
se nisu mogle sakriti: operacija JuZni potez bila je kona¢an poraz neprijatelja. Uspje-
si hrvatskih snaga i HVO-a otvorili su vrata politickim pregovorima, ali i omogudili
Cvrste pregovaracke pozicije hrvatskog vodstva te u konacnici rezultirali sklapanjem
Daytonskog sporazuma, time i zavrSetkom rata u BiH.24

MIRNA REINTEGRACIJA
HRVATSKOG PODUNAVLJA

Nakon uspjesnog zavr3etka i realizacije ciljeva voj-
no-redarstvenih operacija Bljesak i Oluja, pod srp-
skom je okupacijom ostao jo$ krajnji istocni dio ze-
mlje — hrvatsko Podunavlje.

Razvoj situacije na bojisnicama u Hrvatskoj i BiH,
ali i jasna poruka o odlu¢nosti hrvatskog politickog
vrha i spremnosti Hrvatske vojske da oslobodi svaki
dio teritorija ucinili su svoje — jo§ donedavno spora-
zumima nesklona srpska strana pristala je na do-
govore o hrvatskom Podunavlju, a ubrzo je njegova
reintegracija u ustavnopravni poredak Republike Hr-
vatske definirana Zagrebacko-erdutskim sporazu-

mom. Bio je to prvi korak prema mirnoj reintegraciji
okupiranih podru¢ja Republike Hrvatske. Hrvatska i
srpska strana potpisale su ga 12. studenog 1995.
godine — i to hrvatska strana u Zagrebu, a srpska u
Erdutu. Sporazum su pripremili i u posredovanju oko
njegove realizacije sudjelovali americki veleposlanik
u Republici Hrvatskoj Peter W. Galbraith i dopred-
sjednik Medunarodne konferencije o biv3oj Jugo-
slaviji Thorvald Stoltenberg. U ime Vlade Republike
Hrvatske potpisao je Hrvaje Sarini¢, dok je srpsku
stranu predstavljao ministar vanjskih poslova Save-
zne Republike Jugoslavije Milan Milanovi¢.2%
Zagrebacko-erdutskisporazum usvojih je 14 tocaka
definirao podru¢ja na kojima ce, uz podrsku UN-a,
dvijesstrane=suradivati tijekom prijelaznog razdoblja
kako bi proces mirne reintegracije bio u potpunosti
proveden. Sporazum je tako obuhvatio proces demi-
litarizacije podruc¢ja, povratak izbjeglica i prognani-
ka, uspostavu i obuku privremenih policijskih snaga
i osiguranje normalnog funkcioniranja svih javnih
sluzbi, gradnju povjerenja medu etnickim zajedni-
cama, postivanje medunarodno priznatih ljudskih
prava i temeljnih sloboda, povrat imovine oduzete
nezakonitim postupcima ili nadoknadu Stete i sl.
Odredeno je prijelazno razdoblje od 12 mijeseci, uz
mogucnost produljenja za jo3 najvise 12 mjeseci.
Zahvaljuju¢i Zagrebacko-erdutskom sporazumu, Vi-
jece sigurnosti UN-a ustanovilo je Prijelaznu upravu
UN-a u istocnoj Slavoniji (UN Transitional Authority
in Eastern Slavonia — UNTAES). Proces mirne reinte-
gracije hrvatskog Podunavlja zapoceo je 15. sije¢nja
1996. godine kad je Vije¢e sigurnosti UN-a donije-
lo Rezoluciju 10372¢ i ustanovilo UNTAES, a zavr-
Sio je dvije godine poslije, 15. sijecnja 1998, kad
je okupirano podrugje istocne Slavonije, Baranje i
zapadnog Srijema vrac¢eno U ustavnopravni-poredak
Republike Hrvatske. Na ¢elo UNTAES-a kao prije-
lazni upravitelj imenovan je umirovljeni americki

24) Matica Stojan, Kristina: Dobili smo mir, Velebit, br. 27, 24. studenog 1995, str. 3.

25) Temeljni sporazum o podrucju istocne Slavonije, Baranje i zapadnog Srijema, Velebit, br. 26, 17. studenog 1995., str. 2; Matica Stojan, Kristina: Sporazumom izbjegnuta vojna

opcija rjeSavanja problema, Velebit, br. 26, 17. studenog 1995, str. 3.

26) http://daccess-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/GEN/N96/007/55/PDF/N9600755.pdf?OpenElement
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The main starting attack forces were the the
4th and the 7th Guards Brigades, the Croatian
Guards Corps and the Croatian Defence Coun-
cil units. The first phase of the 4-day operation
liberated cca 670 square kilometers. The second
phase concluded with the liberation of Jajce and
Sipovo and of 520 square kilometers. The forc-
es continued advancing towards Drvar and the
Ostrelj pass, which were put under control. The
Operation “Mistral® (“Maestral”) was the second
largest operation of the Croatian forces, liberat-
ing the towns of Sipovo, Jajce and Drvar and two
important mountain passes.from Banja Luka to-
wards the litforal (O%trelj and Mlinite).

A month after the Operation Mistral the Croatian
forces conducted the last offensive in the area,
codenamed “the Southern Move* (“JuZni potez’).
The aggressor was dispersed across a 40-km
wide area — the last line of defence of the town
of Banja Luka. The Operation was launched to
halt the Serbian counter-offensive in northwest-
ern Bosnia, to provide assistance to the Army of
Bosnia and Herzegg fna and neutralise the ag-
gressor forces in gie wider area of Mrkonji¢ grad
= "Hydro Power Plant, to establish
control overgall routes towards Banja Luka and
the line of defence along the slopes of Manjaca
and thereby alleviate the pressure exerted on the
Army of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The Operation
was successfully completed on 11 October, with
800 square kilometers liberated, and the Croa-

tian forces approached Banja Luka disrupting “;;;;rf
the aggressor's defence but remaining on the”

outskirts of the town. Various home and forgfgn
political reasons kept them out of the tqwﬁ, but
the-defeat-of-the aggressor-was-evidént. The
successful campaigns by the Croatian forces (the
Croatian Army and the Croatian Defence Council
prepared the ground for political negotiations in
which the Croatian side now had a solid position,
which in turn resulted in the Dayton Peace Ac-
cords (finalised in 1995) and ended the war in
Bosnia and Herzegovina.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

THE HOMELAND WAR

THE PEACEFUL REINTEGRATION OF THE
DANUBIAN REGION

After the successful completion of the Operations “Lightning” and “Storm” only the
easternmost part of Croatia — the Croatian Danubian Region — remained Serb-occu-
pied. The course of events across the battlefields in Croatia and Bosnia and Herze-
govina and a clear demonstration of the resolve of the Croatian leadership and the
readiness of the Croatian military to liberate the Croatian territory convinced the
opposing side to start the talks on the status of the Danube Region. The restora-
tion of the Region into Croatia was in short time defined by the Erdut Agreement,
signed in November 1995 by the Deputy Prime Minister Hrvoje Sarini¢ in Zagreb for
the Croatian side and by the Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Federal Republic of
Yugoslavia Milan Milanovi¢ at Erdut for the Serbian side.

The Agreement, brokered and co-ordinated by the
U.S. Ambassador to Croatia, Peter Galbraith and
the UN mediator Thorvald Stoltenberg was a first
move. The Erdut Agreement set the framework for
the co-operation in the interim period between the
two sides, supported by the UN, towards full com-
pletion of the peaceful reintegration. Its provisions
entailed the demilitarisation of the region, the re-
turn of refugees and displaced persons, the estab-
lishment and training of the temporary police force,
the civil administration and public services, the
building of trust between the ethnic communities,
the respect of the internationally recognised human
rights and basic freedoms, the return of illegaly al-
ienated property or compensation. A transitional
period of 12 months was introduced, extendable for
another period of same duration.

Through the Erdut Agreement the UN Security
Council established the Transitional Administra-
tion — UNTAES. The process of peaceful reintegra-
tion of the Croatian Danubian Region commenced
on 15 January 1996, upon the adoption of the UN
SC Resolution 1037 and the UN Transitional Au-
thority in Eastern Slavonia (UNTAES) and ended
two years later (on 15 January 1998), with the res-
toration of the occupied area of Eastern Slavonia,
Baranja and Western Sirmium into full authority
of the Republic of Croatia. The U.S. General (Ret.)
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general Jacques Paul Klein, a od 1. kolovoza 1997.
tu je duZnost obnasao William G. Walker.

Ve¢ krajem 1996. na blagdan Svih svetih vise je
tisuca hrvatskih prognanika prvi put nakon odlaska
u progonstvo obislo groblja u mjestima pod prije-
laznom upravom UN-a.

U travnju 1997. odrzavaju se i lokalni izbori. U Vu-
kovaru su dvije stranke postigle dogovor o podje-
li vlasti, a za gradonacelnika je izabran Vladimir
Stengl. OdrZavanje slobodnih i otvorenih izbora
bilo je povijesna prekretnica i pocetak nove faze u
integraciji hrvatskog Podunavlja.

Vukovar_je 8. lipnja_1997. “Vlakom mira“ posje-
tio i predsjednik Republike Hrvatske dr. Franjo
TFadman. Ve¢ u srpnju pocinje sluzbeni povratak
prognanika i izbjeglica, a prema tadasnjoj Save-
znoj Republici Jugoslaviji uspostavljaju se granic-
ni prijelazi.

Proces mirne reintegracije zavrsio je 15. sijecnja
1998. godine kad je hrvatsko Podunavlje postale
dio teritorijalnog, monetarnog, carinskog, prav-
nog i svakog drugog kontinuiteta otad potpuno
suverene i u pravom smislu cjelovite Republike
Hrvatske.

OSTVAREN NAJCASNIJI CILJ
SVAKE VOJSKE

Hrvatska je vojska ispunila temeljni, najvazniji i
najcasniji cilj svake oruzane sile — obranila je i os,lo¥
bodila svoju domovinu. U njezino stasanje i ja€anje
ugradene su mnogobrojne Zrtve, no moZem@ biti po-
nosni na ostvareno, veliku pobjedu maletojske koja
je-dovela-de-estvarenja=stoljetni-Rrvatskih teznji i
slobodne, neovisne i suverene drZave Hrvatske.

Put na koji se krenulo iz Kranjceviceve ulice bio je put
pobjede i stasanja mlade vojske koja je, zahvaljujuci
vlastitim pobjedama i naporima, u vremenu koje ¢e
uslijediti izrasla u modernu, respektabilnu i profesio-
nalnu oruzanu silu.
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THE HOMELAND WAR

Jacques Paul Klein exercised the duty of the Tran-
sitional Administrator, heading the UNTAES until
1 August 1997 when he was succeded by William
Walker, a U.S. diplomat.

In late 1996, on the All Saints Day thousands of
Croatian refugees could visit for the first time the
graveyards in the UN-administered areas.

April 1997 saw the first local elections. The two
main parties negotiated a power-sharing arrange-
ment and Vladimir Stengl was elected mayor. The
free and open elections were a historic moment
and heralded a new phase of the intergration of
the Croatian Danubian_Region. The Croatian Prei-
dent Franjo Tudman visited Vukovar in June 1997,
where he arrived aboard the famous “Peace Tra-
in“. The official return of displaced persons and
refugees began in July 1997, and border crossings
were established at the border on the Federal Re-
public of Yugoslavia.

With the expiration of the peacefulyreintegration
process, the Croatian Danubian JRegion was re-
stored to full territorial, monetary, customs and
legal authority of the Republic of Croatia.

THE CROATIAN MILITARY
FULFILLS A NOBLEST GOAL

Having defended and liberated the country the
Croatian military fulfilled its basic and the most im-
portant and noblest goal. The lives of thousands of
its citizens and defenders have been sacrified for
it. We have every right to be proud of the magnifi-
cient victory of a small-sized military which realised”
the centuries=long=dream.of a free-and-indeper-
ent Croatia. The path taken by the Croatian Armed
Forces from the stadium in KranjCeviceva in 1991
was a path of freedom and development of a young
military, whose victories and endeavours profiled it
into as a modern, professional and respectable force
in the years to come.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES



Predsjednik RH dr. Franjo Tudman u Vukovaru
uoti zavrSetka procesa mirne reintegracije
hrvatskog Podunavlja

President Tudman in Vukovar in the days before
the peaceuful reintegration of the Croatian
Danubian Basin

FOTO: DAVOR KIRIN
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Organizacijska struktura
OSRH 2001. godine

U iznimno sloZenim i teSkim uvjetima odvijao se ra-
zvoj Hrvatske vojske, koja je tijekom Domovinskog
rata imala kao glavnu zadac¢u braniti i obraniti teri-
torij Republike Hrvatske, ali usporedno s tim morala
je u organizacijskom smislu odgovoriti na sve iza-
zove koje je takva situacija nametala. Upravo zato
Hrvatska vojska tijekom rata u nekoliko se navrata
organizacijski mijenjala kako bi se omogucilo lakse
vodenje i zapovijedanje vojnim sustavom koji je imao
nekoliko stotina tisu¢a pripadnika. Da se u tome u
potpunosti uspjelo svjedoCe zavrsne oslobodilacke
operacije Hrvatske vojske kojima je nakon gotovo
pet godina osloboden najvedi dio hrvatskog drZav-
nog teritorija, a njegov je preostali dio u Podunavlju
mirnim putem reintegriran upravo zbog snage, opre-
mljenosti, organiziranosti i uvjeZbanosti HV-a.

DEMOBILIZACIJA NAKON
TAVRSETKA VOJNIH OPERACIJA

Prva je veca demobilizacija uslijedila nakon potpi-
sivanja Sarajevskog sporazuma u veljaci 1992, a u
kojoj su neke postrojbe u cijelosti, a neke djelomic-
no demobilizirane. Vrlo brzo, u kolovozu te godine,

Predsjednik RH

vrhovni zapovjednik

v

ministar obrane

nacelnik
GS OSRH

Glavni stoZer

\ [ \ |

L;()Zgﬁgg P | lL‘Oﬁbrzgg Hrvatska ratna Egit;;z\:?xg Hrvatzkg vojno Zapovijednidtvo
Karl Dak mornarica " Y uciliste za obuku

arlovac akovo i protuzracna

obrana

IIl. zborno IV. zborno
podrugje 1 podrucje

Knin Ston
V. zborno VI. zborno
podrugje T podrucje

Pazin Varazdin

dolazi do jo3 jedne vece demobilizacije pricuvnih
snaga koja se ogledala u ukidanju nekih postrojbi i
zapovjednistava te preustrojavanju nekih brigada u
takticke grupe.

Nakon oslobodilackih operacija Bljesak i Oluja, u ruj-
nu 1995. pocela je velika demobilizacija koja je zavr-
Sila u veljaci 1996. raspustanjem pricuvnika. Prema
IzvjeS¢u predsjednika Republike dr. Franje Tudmana
o stanju hrvatske drzave i nacije u 1995. godini,
veli¢ina Hrvatske vojske kretala se od 96 800 do
205 397 pripadnika, a od tog broja bilo je 158 412
mobiliziranih vojnih obveznika. Do kraja prosinca de-
mobilizirano je 123_326_vojnih obyveznika, a daljnjih
14 000 bilo je otpudteno do kraja sije¢nja 1996.1
Paljnja=je=demobilizacija provedena od oZujka do
svibnja 1996. kad je demobilizirano jo3 11 700 pri-
Cuvnika. Manje su se demobilizacije provodile sve
do 31. svibnja 1999, otkad u HV-u vise nema niti
jednog mobiliziranog pricuvnika.

Puno manji broj postrojbi u kojima vise nije bilo pri-
Cuvnog sastava trazio je promjene i u organizacij-
skom smislu. Organizaciju Hrvatske vojske bilo je
potrebno prilagoditi mirnodopskom razdoblju jer se
njezin teritorijalni ustroj temeljio na Odluci predsjed-
nika RH dr. Franje Tudmana od 30. rujna 1991. o
ustrojavanju Zapovjednistva operativnih zona. Tom
su Odlukom ustrojene operativne zone (0Z) Osijek,
Bjelovar, Zagreb, Karlovac, Rijeka i Split, a sveuku-
pna organizacija dopunjena je u veljai 1992. ustro-
javanjem sektora Zadar i Dubrovnik. Ministar obrane
Gojko Sugak donio je stoga 1996. godine Odluku o
novoj vojno-teritorijalnoj podjeli RH na Sest zbornih
podrugja: Karlovac, Pakovo, Knin, Ston, Pazin i Varaz-
din. HRZ i PZO ima u svojem sastavu zratne baze
“Pula’, Zadar (“Zemunik”), Split (“Divulje”) i Zagrel;,-""
(“Pleso”i-“Lucko’),-a-HRM: se sastoji-od-tri-vojnopo-
morska sektora: Sjeverni Jadran u Puli, Srednji Jadran
u Sibeniku i JuZni Jadran u Plo¢ama.2 Osim navedenih
zbornih podrucja vezanih uz HKoV, te HRM-a i HRZ-a

1) lzvje3¢e predsjednika Republike dr. Franje Tudmana o stanju hrvatske drZave i nacije u 1995. godini, na zajednickoj sjednici obaju domova Hrvatskog sabora, 15. sije€nja 1996.

Velebit, br. 35, 19. sije¢nja 1996. [Poseban prilog.]

2) Matica Stojan, Kristina: Za hrvatsku drZavu, Velebit, br. 41, 1. oZujka 1996., str. 3. - 8. [Iz izlaganja ministra obrane Gojka Suska, str. 5.]
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The Croatian military grew in extremely complex
and hard circumstances, pressed by the imperative
of defending the territory of the Republic of Croatia
and preparing organisationally for the situation. The
military underwent a series of re-organisations to
facilitate the command and control of the system
composed of hundreds of thousands of members.
The successful outcome of the reorganisations was
proved by the final aperations undertaken five years
later liberating the major part of the territory and
by the later successful peaceful reintegration of
the Croatian Danubian Basin, made possible by the
strength, equippedness, organisation and training
level achieved by the Croatian military.

DEMOBILISATION FOLLOWING
THE MILITARY OPERATIONS

A first major demobilisation ensued following the
Sarajevo Armistice in Januaty 1992, entirely dis-
banding some units and”partially others. August
1992 saw another éjor demobilisation of the
reserve forces, di 'énding some units and com-
mands and reoy Janising some brigades into tacti-
cal groups. /"
The liberating Operations “Lightning” (“Bljesak”)
and “Storm” (“Oluja”) were followed by a large-scale
demobilisation of the reserve component, com-
menced in September 1995 and completed in Feb-
ruary 1996. According to the State of the Nation

Report by President Tudman, in the year 1995 the
Croatian Army (HV) ranged from 96,800 to 205,39}};{/""‘

among who 158,412 mobilised conscripts. As many
as 123,326 conscripts were demobilised byﬁt;kr"é end
of the-year-and-more 14,000-by-late-Janudry 1996.
The following wave of demobilisation (11,700 re-
servists) took place from March through May 1996,
and a series of minor reductions until 30 May 1999
- the end date of the mobilised reservists in the
composition of the Croatian Army.

The reduced manpower without the reserve com-
ponent required peacetime-adapted organisational

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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changes, as the territorial organisation of the Croa-
tian Army still rested on the Decision of the Presi-
dent of the Republic dated 30 September 1991
establishing the Operative Zones Commands (the
Operative Zone Osijek, the Operative Zone Bjelovar,
the Operative Zone Zagreb, the Operative Zone Ri-
jeka and the Operative Zone Split. The organisation
scheme was completed in February 1992 and en-
tailed the establishment of the Sectors Zadar and
Dubrovnik. The Croatian Defence Minister, Gojko
Susak in 1996 made the Decision on new military
territorial division into six military districts (Karlo-
vac, Dakovo, Knin, Ston, Pazin and Varazdin).

The Croatian Air Force and Air Defence comprised
the Pula Air Base, the Zadar Air Base (Zemunik),
the Split Air Base (Divulje) and the Zagreb Air Base
(Pleso, Lucko), and the Croatian Navy three naval
districts: the North Adriatic District (headquartered
in Pula) the Central Adriatic District (headquartered
in Sibenik) and the South Adriatic District (head-
quartered in Plo¢e). Along with the military districts
of the Army (the land force), the Navy and the Air
Force and Air Defence subordinated directly to the
General Staff and the Chief of the General Staff
respectively was also the Croatian Defence Acad-
emy and subsequently the Education and Training
Command (established in 1999), which was respon-
sible for all training centres, training grounds and
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i PZ0-a, pod izravnim zapovjednistvom Glavnog stoZera, odnosno nacelnika Glavnog
stoZera, nalazilo se Hrvatsko vojno uciliSte, a od veljace 19993 kad je ustrojeno, i
Zapovjednistvo za obuku (Zz0). Pod zapovijedanjem Zz0-a nalazila su se sva obu¢na
srediSta za vojnike, vjeZbalista i strelista, a od 2000. godine i Simulacijsko srediste.
Te je godine ustrojeno i Srediste za medunarodne vojne operacije (SMVO), koje je
u listopadu 2019. preimenovano u Srediste za medunarodne vojne operacije “Josip
Briski”, kao odraz potreba za pripremom i pracenjem postrojbi i promatraca OSRH
izvan domovine (na vjezbama ili u operacijama u organizaciji NATO-a, Partnerstva za
mir odnosno u mirovnim operacijama UN-a). Navedena je organizacijska struktura
ostala sve do potkraj 2002., kad se pristupilo novim organizacijskim promjenama kao
rezultat priblizavanja Republike Hrvatske i njezinih OruZanih snaga ¢lanstvu u NATO

| PARTNERSTVO ZA MIR |
PROMJENA ORGANIZACIJSKOG
USTROJA

Ulaskom Republike Hrvatske u program Partnerstvo
za mir (Partnership for Peace — PfP) 2000. godine, za-
dace OSRH mijenjaju se te se vise okre¢u neratnim i
zada¢ama odrZavanja mira, a daljnji je preustroj po-
dreden teZnji za ulaskom u NATO. Hrvatska u svibnju
2002. dobiva poziv za sudjelovanje u Akcijskom planu

za ¢lanstvo (Membership Action Plan — MAP), a u listo-
padu te godine predaje Savezu svoj prvi Godisnji naci-
onalni program (Annual National Programme — ANP).
Rije¢ je o dokumentu u kojem zemlja kandidatkinja za
¢lanstvo prezentira reforme koje je provela u protekloj
godini na politickom, sigurnosno-obrambenom te gos-
podarskom planu. Zahtijevalo je to dodatne napore na
smanjenju brojnog stanja, ali i promjene u ustroju jer
je i samo €lanstvo u Partnerstvu za mir postavilo jasne
okvire u kojem pravcu oruzane snage moraju ici da bi
dostigle svoj cilj — ulazak u NATO savez.

Sve ocitiji trend medu tranzicijskim zemljama, ali i
nekim NATO-ovim ¢lanicama, stavio je i pred OSRH
nekoliko izazova. Ponajprije, ocekivalo se stvaranje
mobilnifri-lako-poekretljivih, visefunkcionalnih i fleksi-
bilnih oruZanih snaga. Jedan je od prvih koraka pre-
ma tomu ucinjen ukidanjem Sest zbornih podrucja te
ustrojavanjem Hrvatske kopnene vojske kao grane
OSRH kojoj su izravno bila podredena cetiri korpu-
sa.* Odlukom Predsjednika RH od 3. svibnja 2002.5
osnovano je Zapovjednistvo za potporu, a Hrvatsko
vojno uciliste promijenilo je naziv u Zapovjednistvo
za zdruZenu izobrazbu i obuku (ZZI0)8. MORH je pre-
ma novoj shemi imao cetiri, dok je Glavni stoZer u
svojem sastavu imao deset Uprava. Te su organizi-
cijske promjene popracene i izdvajanjem odredenog
broja djelatnika iz sustava.

Viziju razvoja i glavne smjernice reformi Republika
Hrvatska i njezine Oruzane snage predstavile su u
strateskim dokumentima: Strategiji nacionalne sigur-
nosti Republike Hrvatske, Strategiji obrane Republike
Hrvatske te Vojnoj strategiji Republike Hrvatske. Tije-
kom 2003. u Ministarstvu obrane i Glavnom stoZeru
pocelo se raditi na Strateskom pregledu obrane (SPO),
koji je donesen 2005. godine. Njim je odredeno da ce;
“(..) oruzane snage zadrZati gransku strukturu, smanjiti
broj postrojbi i zapovjedniStava, te nastaviti s razvojem
sposobnosti za provedbu definiranih misija i zadaca.

3) http://www.enciklopedija.hr/natuknica.aspx?id=26425 (Pregledano 28.travnja 2021.)

4) Pintari¢, Vesna; Alvir, Marija; Miladin, Neven: Razrje3enja i imenovanja u MORH-u, Obrana, br. 125, 10. sije¢nja 2003, str. 7.
5) http://www.osrh.hr/#rubData/HTML/HR/0%20NAMA/ZzP/00_20150727_Zapovjedni%C5%A1tvo_za_potporu/Zapovjedni%C5%A1tvo_za_potporu_HR.htm

(Pregledano 28.travnja 2021.)

6) http://www.osrh.hr/#rubData/HTML/HR/0%20NAMA/HVU/00_20150921_Hrvatsko_vojno_u%C4%8Dili%C5%A1te/Hrvatsko_vojno_u%C4%8Dili%C5%A1te_HR.htm

(Pregledano 28.travnja 2021.)
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shooting ranges and also for the Simulation Centre
incepted in 2000. In 2000 the International Military
Operation Training Centre (IMOTC) was established
responding to the need for the preparation and sup-
port to the military observers engaged in the inter-
national exercises, in NATO/PfP operations and in
the UN-led peace operations.

The organisation scheme remained in force by late
2002, when Croatia's accession programme dictat-
ed a new one. In October 2019 the Centre was re-
named the International Military Operations Centre
“Josip Briski".

PARTNERSHIP FOR PEACE AND
NEW ORGANISATIONAL
ADAPTATIONS

By joining the Partnership fop#Peace in 2000 the
Croatian Armed Forces wepé faced with the post-
war and peacekeeping tésks, and the subsequent
organisation was det ‘mined by the aspiration for
NATO membership#In May 2002 the Republic of
Croatia receive #he invitation to join the Member-
ship Action Rlan, and later that year submitted its
first Annual National Programme (ANP) - a docu-
ment in which the aspirant country presents the po-
litical, security, defence and economic reforms ac-
complished within the past year. These implied new
personnel reductions and organisational change, in

view of the fact that the Partnership status required
the clear organisational outline targeted at NATQ"’

membership. /

The new developments in transition countna’s (and
in some NATO nations as well) placed a atimber of
challenges on the Croatian Armed Forces. These
were the establishment of mobile multi-functional
and flexible armed forces, which led to the aban-
donment of the military district structure in favour
of the Army as a service with four subordinated
corps. The Decision of the President of the Republic
the Croatian Defence Academy was renamed into
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the Joint Education and Training Command (ZZI0).
The Ministry of Defence comprised four and the
General Staff ten directorates. The re-organisation
also involved the separation of staff from the over-
all organisation.

The development vision and the main guidelines for
the reform were presented in the strategic docu-
ments, namely the National Security Strategy, the
Defence Strategy and the Military Strategy of the
Republic of Croatia. The Ministry of Defence and
the General Staff in 2003 drafted the Strategic De-
fence Review, adopted in 2005, which stipulated the
“Armed Forces retain the service structure, reduce
the number of units and commands and continue
developing the capabilities required for the ac-
complishment of the defined tasks and missions.
The target size of the Croatian Armed Forces was
16,000 active duty personnel and 2,000 civilians,
and the contract reserve of 8,000. The conscription
would gradually be deactivated*.

The adoption of the Long-term Development Plan of
the Croatian Armed Forces 2006-2015 by the Croa-
tian Parliament on 7 July 2006 set a clear timeline for
further reforms, development and modernisation of
the Croatian Armed Forces within the following dec-
ade. The Plan stipulated among other things that the
Croatian Armed Forces would be manned exclusively
with volunteer personnel by 2010;
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Ciljana velicina OSRH je 16 000 djelatnih vojnih
osoba i 2 000 civilnog osoblja, uz ugovornu pricuvu
od 8 000 pripadnika. Ro¢ni sastav postupno ¢e biti
ukinut.”” Usvajanjem Dugoro¢nog plana razvoja Oru-
Zanih snaga Republike Hrvatske 2006. — 2015. (DPR)
u Hrvatskom saboru 7. srpnja 2006.2 postavljeni su
jasni sadrzZajni i vremenski okviri daljnje reforme, ra-
zvoja i modernizacije OSRH u iducih deset godina.

U dokumentu se, medu ostalim, isti¢e da ¢e se: “OSRH popunjavati iskljucivo drago-
voljcima najkasnije od 2010. godine, kako ¢e se napustiti teritorijalno nacelo orga-
niziranja snaga, da ¢e zapovjednistva grana imati primarnu ulogu pripreme snaga,
a operacije ¢e voditi Glavni stoZer, osam.posto djelatnih kopnenih snaga bit ¢e an-
gazirano ili spremno za angaZiranje u medunarodnim vojnim operacijama, a Cetrde-
set posto ¢e posjedovati~sposebnost-sudjelovanja u operacijama izvan teritorija RH.
Pomorske snage razvijat ¢e sposobnost nadzora i zastite pomorskog prostora RH i
potpore kopnenim snagama u zdruZenim operacijama, a zrakoplovne snage odrzavat
¢e sposobnost nadzora i zastite zranog prostora RH te sposobnosti potpore kopne-
nim snagama u zdruZenim operacijama.”

U skladu sa spomenutim DPR-om, jedna je od najve-
¢ih reorganizacija zahvatila HKoV. Tim je dokumentom
predvideno ukidanje korpusa unutar samog HKoV-a, St
je trebalo omoguciti: “(...) sposobnost brzog reagiranja,
visoku takticku T operativiu mobilnost te odgovarajuci
visoki stupanj spremnosti mirnodopskog sustava.”®
Dotadasnje gardijske brigade postaju gardijske bojne
dviju novoustrojenih brigada: Gardijske motorizirane
brigade (CMTBR) kasnije preimenovane u Gardijsku
mehaniziranu brigadu (GMBR), i Gardijske oklopno-
mehanizirane brigade (GOMBR). U sastav GMTBR-a
usle su dotadadnja 1. gardijska brigada Tigrovi i 2. gaf-
dijska brigada Gromovi (postavsi mehanizirane /bo/j/ne),
dok su 9. gardijska brigada Vukovi i 4. gardijska’brigada
Pauci postale motorizirane bojne. U sasta¥’ GOMBR-a
usle-su-dotadasnje 3..gardijska-brigada’Kune i 5. gar-
dijska brigada Sokolovi (koje su se jo3 2003. godine
spojile u 3. gardijsku oklopno-mehaniziranu brigadu)
te 7. gardijska brigada Pume.
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MILITARY

- the present territorial principle of force organisa-
tion would be abandoned, the service commands
will have a primary role in the preparation of forc-
es while the General Staff will be responsible for
the conduct of the operations;

- 8% of the active land component would be de-
ployed or ready for deployment to international
military operations and 40% would possess the
capabilities to participate in operations outside
the territory of the Republic of Croatia.

The naval forces will develop capabilities for surveil-

lance and protection of the maritime space of the

Republic of Croatia and.for the support to the land

forces in joint operdtions.

The aerial forces will maintain the capabilities for

surveillance and protection of the maritime and for

support to the land forces in joint operations®.

The Plan envisaged a major reorganisation of the

land forces (Army), deactivation of the corps struc-

ture to enable “rapid response, high taetical and op-
erational mobility and the required hlgh level of read-
iness of the peacetime force*. THe Guards brigades
were reorganised into guard_s,-battalions of two new
brigades — the Guards Motorised Brigade (GMTBR),
later reorganised as Guards Mechanised Brigade and
the Guards ArmouredMechanised Brigade (GOMBR).

The Guards Motorised Brigade incorporated the 1st

Guards Brigade (“Tigrovi®), the 2nd Guards Brigade

(“Gromovi‘) as mechanised battalions and the 9th

Guards Brigade (“Vukovi) and the 4th Guards Bri-

gade (“Pauci‘) motorised battalions respectively.

The Guards Armoured Mechanised Brigade incor-

porated the 3rd Guards Brigade (Kune), the 5th

Guards Brigade “Sokolovi® (the two brigades were

merged into the 3rd Guards Armoured Mechay”

nised Brigade-in-2003)-and the Zth-Guards-Brigade

“Pume” .The “Sokolovi” and “Pume” became mecha-

nised battalions and the 3rd Guards Brigade was a

tank battalion respectively.

7) Strateski pregled obrane (SPO), MORH, Zagreb, 2005., str. 6.

8) http://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/127679.html (Pregledano 28.travnja 2021.)

9) Dugoroéni plan razvoja OruZanih snaga Republike Hrvatske 2006. - 2015., Zagreb, lipanj 2006., str. 5. - 6.

10) Isto, str. 20.
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W Sukladno Dugoroénom
planu razvoja OSRH

2006. - 2015., dotadasnje
gardijske brigade postaju
gardijske bojne dviju
novoustrojenih brigada:
Gardijske motorizirane
brigade (GMTBR) i Gardij-
ske oklopno-mehanizirane
brigade (GOMBR)

Pursuant to the Long-term
Development Plan of the
Croatian Armed Forces

& 2006-2015 the guards
brigades were converted
into guards battalions of
two newly established
brigades - the Guards Mo-
ytorised Brigade (GMTBR)
and the Guards Armoured
echanised Brigade
(GOMBR)

Ustroj GOMBR-a predvidio je da Sokolovi i Pume budu mehanizirane bojne, dok je 3. gardijska
brigada postala tenkovska bojna. Najvaznija je zada¢a GMTBR-a, ustrojenog 1. travnja 2008,
organizacija i provedba borbeno usredotocene obuke, a jedna je od kljuénih zadaca priprema,
odnosno obucavanje i opremanje snaga za sudjelovanje u medunarodnim vojnim vjezbama
i misijama potpore miru."" GOMBR, koji je ustrojen 20. oZujka 2008, kao najvazniju zadacu
ima obranu suvereniteta i teritorija RH. Osim toga, bitna je zadaca sudjelovanje u mirovnim
misijama i operacijama pod okriljem UN-a i NATO-a. Brigada je tako prva sudjelovala u mi-
rovnoj misiji UNDOF na Golanskoj visoravni gdje je nadzirala primirje izmedu Sirije i Izraela.’
Dokument usto istice kako ¢e: “HKoV biti glavna snaga OSRH odgovorna za obranu zemlje od
vanjske ugroze i nositelj izvodenja zdruZenih operacija. Obrambene operacije mogu ukljuci-
vati izvodenje protunapada kako bi se ponovo uspostavio teritorijalni integritet Republike Hr-
vatske ili sprijecilo razaranje infrastrukture u Republici Hrvatskoj.”3 Vidljivo je da je temeljna i
najznacajnija zadaca HKoV-a i dalje obrana Republike Hrvatske, no “(...) najvjerojatnija zada¢a
¢e biti sudjelovanje u operacijama potpore miru i u humanitarnim operacijama u sklopu me-
dunarodnih snaga izvan zemlje, te zadace na sprecavanju i otklanjanju posljedica izvanrednih
situacija u zemlji uzrokovanih prirodnim i tehnickim nesre¢ama i katastrofama.”#

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

The Guards Motorised Brigade (established on 1 April 2008) has been entrusted with the
organisation and conduct of battle-focussed training, preparation and equipping of forc-
es for the participation in international military exercises and peace support missions.
Along with the participation in UN and NATO-led international missions and operations,
the Guards Armoured Mechanised Brigade (established on 20 March 2008) is primarily
responsible for the defence of the sovereignty and territorial integrity of the Republic of
Croatia. The Brigade deployed the first Croatian unit to UNDOF in the Golan Heights,
supervising the truce between Syria and Israel.

The Plan further specified that the “Croatian Army will be the chief force of the Croa-
tian Armed Forces for the defence of the country against external threats and the main
force for the conduct of joint operations. Defence operations may include the conduct of
counter-offensives to restore the territorial integrity of the Republic of Croatia or prevent
the destruction of the infrastructure”.

11) Alvir, Marija: U ratu i miru - Za Hrvatsku kao Tigar, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 221, 2. sije¢nja 2009., str. 12. - 14.

12) Parlov, Leida: Veliki angaZman u medunarodnim aktivnostima, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 231, 13. oZujka 2009., str. 12. - 14.
13) Dugorocni plan razvoja Oruzanih snaga Republike Hrvatske 2006. - 2015., Zagreb, lipanj 2006., str. 20.

14) Isto.




IZ RATNE U
MIRNODOPSKU
VOJSKU

U procesu reforme Hrvatske ratne mornarice pla-
nirane su promjene koje su trebale obuhvatiti: “(...)
ukidanje Flote HRM-a i vojnopomorskih sektora,
ustrojavanje flotile za izvodenje tradicionalnih mor-
narickih zadaca, ustrojavanje Hrvatske obalne stra-
7e, ustrojavanje bojne mornaricko-desantnog pje-
Sastva te profesionalizacija i smanjivanje brojnog
stanja HRM-a na najvise 1650 pripadnika.”™*

Nakon provedene transformacije u skladu s DPR-om,
Hrvatsko ratno zrakoplovstvo trebalo bi “(..) brojati
pribliZno 1600 pripadnika djelatnog sastava i 1200
pripadnika ugovorne pricuve.”®

Zapovjednistvo za potporu (ZzP) kao najznacajniji dio logistickog sustava OSRH po-
staje nositelj provedbe logisticke, sanitetske i dijela personalne potpore za OSRH. Za
personalne potrebe ustrojava se nova cjelina — SrediSnjica za upravljanje osobljem,
Cija je zadaca: “(...) provodenje jedinstvenog upravljanja osobljem te pokrivanje pro-
fesionalnog razvoja svih kategorija civilnog i vojnog osoblja u OSRH, kao i vojnog
osoblja privremeno rasporedenog na sluzbu izvan OSRH."?

Hrvatsko vojno uciliste (HVU) kao visokoobrazovna vojna ustanova ima primarnu ulo-
gu: “(...) Skolovanjem pripremati i osposobljavati ¢asnike, docasnike i drZavne sluz-
benike u OSRH za provedbu zadaca odredenih strateskim dokumentima i misijama
i zada¢ama OSRH."'® Jedna je od vaznijih zada¢a HVU-a bila integracija i razvoj
sustava civilno-vojnog Skolovanja.

OBVEZNO SLUZENJE VOJNOG ROKA
IAMIJENJENO DRAGOVOLJNIM

Jedan je od najvaznijih koraka na putu prema potpu-
noj profesionalizaciji OSRH dono3enje odluke o ne-
pozivanju novaka na obvezno sluZenje vojnog roka.
Zakonom o izmjenama i dopunama Zakona o obra-
ni iz srpnja 2007.'® regulirano je da Hrvatski sabor
moZe donijeti odluku o nepozivanju novaka na obve-
zu sluZenja vojnog roka.

Vlada moZe, uz prethodnu suglasnost vrhovnog za-
povjednika, predloZiti Hrvatskom saboru dono3enje
takve odluke. Isto tako, nakon dono3enja odluke o
nepozivanju novaka na obvezu sluZenja vojnog roka
novaci koji to Zele mogu do kraja kalendarske go-
dine u kojoj navravaju 30 godina Zivota biti upu-
¢eni na dragovoljno sluZenje vojnog roka u skladu
s propisom o dragovoljnom sluZenju vojnog roka.
Dragovoljno sluziti vojni rok mogu i Zene, koje u tom
slucaju podlijeZu novackoj obvezi. Predvideno je da
se U slucaju stanja neposredne ugroZenosti ili ratnog
stanja odluka o nepozivanju novaka na sluZenje voj-
nog roka ne primjenjuje.

Na temelju spomenutih izmjena i dopuna Zakona
g-obraniHrvatski=sabor donio je 5. listopada 2007.
Odluku o nepozivanju novaka na obvezu sluZenja voj-
nog roka pocevsi od 1. sijenja 2008. godine.?° Bio je
to velik iskorak i organizacijska promjena OruZanih
snaga koje su se nakon toga morale prilagoditi za
prijam prve skupine dragovoljnih ro¢nika. Odredeno
je da se temeljna obuka dragovoljnih ro¢nika provodi
u poZeskoj vojarni, a prva je skupina primljena pocet-
kom studenog 2008. godine.?! Tijekom dragovoljnog
sluZenja vojnog roka za rocnike je predvidena mje-
secna nov¢ana naknada, naknada putnih troskova za
dolazak na sluZenje i odlazak, osnovno i dopunsko
zdravstveno osiguranje, osiguranje od ozljeda na
radu i profesionalne bolesti te smjestaj i prehrana.
Prvi narastaj cinilo je 250 ro¢nika, od kojih je bilo
trideset djevojaka, a prema planu vec¢ su za 20009.
godinu bila predvidena dva kampa dragovoljaca s po
400 rocnika.??

Nakon temeljne obuke, koja je u PoZegi trajala Sest
tjedana, i specijalisticke osmotjedne obuke u Bako-
vu, u veljaci 2009. obuku je zavrsio prvi narastaj dray”
govoljnih-rocnika. 4

15) Dugorocni plan razvoja Oruzanih snaga Republike Hrvatske 2006. - 2015., Zagreb, lipanj 2006., str. 23.

16) Isto, str. 25.

17) Isto, str. 29.

18) Isto, str. 31.

19) Narodne novine, br. 76/07, 23. srpnja 2007.
20) Narodne novine, br. 105/07, 15. listopada 2007.

21) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: S istim ciljem i jednom Zeljom - postati hrvatski vojnici, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 213, 7. studenog 2008., str. 12.

22) Isto.
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The defence of the Republic of Croatia evidently
remains the most important task of the Croatian
Army; however the most likely tasks will be the
participation in peace support and international
humanitarian operations of international forces,
as well as prevention and relief operations follow-
ing major natural or man-made disasters.

The planned reform of the Croatian Navy speci-
fles “deactivation of the Croatian Navy Fleet and
of the naval sectors, the establishment of a flotilla
assigned with traditional Navy tasks, as well as of
the Croatian Coast Guard; the Marine Infantry Bat-
talion as well as professionalisation and downsiz-
ing to maxinium 1,650 members".

The projected size of the Croatian Air Force fol-
lowing the transformation was “1,600 active duty
members and 1,200 reserve specialists®.

The Support Command (ZzP) as the main logis-
tic unit of the Croatian Armed Forces is the main
authority for logistic, medicalrand partly person-
nel support. A new persongel administration unit
~ the Personnel Managefnent Division - was es-
tablished for “uniﬁeq--"érsonnel management and
professional develdpment of all Croatian Armed
Forces personn { categories, including the active
duty personpél temporarily assigned outside the
Armed Forces”.

The Croatian Defence Academy (HVU) as a higher
education unit of the Croatian Armed Forces, is
responsible for “education and training of offic-
ers, NCOs and civilian employees to carry out the
assignments defined in the strategic documents,
missions and tasks of the Croatian Armed Forces;
The Academy successfully integrated and devel-
oped the civilian and military education syg,gzé"ms.

CONSCRIPTION DEACTIVATION

A major step towards full professionalisation
of the Croatian Armed Forces was the decision
on the suspension of conscription. The Act on
Amendments to the Defence Act (dated July 2007)
authorised the Croatian Parliament to decide on

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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non-calling the conscripts to serve the obligatory
military service.

With prior consentment by the Supreme Com-
mander, the Government can propose the Croa-
tian Parliament to adopt such a decision. Likewise,
following the decision on non-calling of conscripts
those who wish can be sent to do voluntary mili-
tary service, within the calendar year in which they
turn 30, in accordance with the regulations on the
voluntary military service. The voluntary service
was opened to women, who in that case were
subject to conscription. However, the Decision on
the suspension does not apply in cases of emer-
gency or war.

Authorised by the Amendments the Croatian Par-
liament on 5 October 2007 ratified the Decision
not to call up conscripts as of 1 January 2008. It
implied a major challenge for the Croatian Armed
Forces, who had to prepare for the reception of
voluntary conscripts. The first group was admitted
in early November 2008 and took its basic train-
ing in Pozega.

The conscripts were provided monthly compen-
sation, travel allowance, the compulsory and
supplementary medical insurance, the accident
insurance and professional risk indemnity insur-
ance, and were provided food and accommoda-
tion. From 250 conscripts (30 females) admitted
in 2008 the 2009 number rose to 400, who at-
tended two boot camps.

The first generation of conscripts successfully
completed the training in February 2009 (6-week
basic training in PoZega and an 8-week specialist
training in Pakovo). Of 239 conscripts who com-
pleted the specialist training 208 (25 females)
signed the active duty contract with the Ministry
of Defence.

Voluntary conscription (now renamed as voluntary
military service) has remained in force to this day
and completed by a total of 9,457 conscripts. The
29th generation, with a total of 196 conscripts,
among whom 58 females) took the formal oath of
service on 12 March 2021.
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Specijalisticku obuku zavrsilo je 239 ro¢nika, od kojih
je 208 (medu kojima 25 djevojaka) potpisalo Ugo-
vor o djelatnoj sluzbi u OSRH.23 Dragovoljno sluZenje
vojnog roka (od 2014. dragovoljno vojno osposo-
bljavanje) zadrZano je sve do danas te je temeljnu
vojnu obuku uspjesno zavrsilo 9457 ro¢nika, a 196
dragovoljnih rocnika, od kojih 58 roc¢nica u sastavu
29. narastaja, poloZilo je 12. oZujka 2021. svecanu
prisegu.24

Dragovoljno vojno osposobljavanje postalo je izvor
popune djelatnog sastava vojnicima, a broj drago-
voljnih ro¢nika postupno je rastao.

UGOVORNA PRICUVA

U Dugoro¢nom planu razvoja OruZanih snaga Republike Hrvatske 2006. — 2015.
govore¢i o misijama i zada¢ama OSRH spominje se i da ¢e se ugovornom pri¢u-
vom popunjavati pri€uvne postrojbe s djelatnom jezgrom koje ¢e modi biti upuce-
ne u sve vrste operacija u roku od 120 dana od dana dono3enja odluke. Ugovorna
pricuva pojacavat ¢e potencijal OSRH u izvodenju operacija u zemlji i inozem-
stvu.25 Zakon o obrani koji je Hrvatski sabor donio u lipnju 2013. navodi kako
drzavljani Republike Hrvatske duZnost i pravo u obrani ostvaruju, medu ostalim, i
sluZenjem u ugovornoj pricuvi.2¢ Na temelju spomenutog Zakona pricuvni se sa-
stav dijeli na ugovornu i mobilizacijsku pric¢uvu, a mobilizacijska na nerazvrstanu
i razvrstanu pricuvu.

Nerazvrstani pricuvnik vojni je obveznik uveden u
vojnu evidenciju koji nije odsluZio vojni rok ili bio na
dragovoljnom osposobljavanju, dok je razvrstani pri-
¢uvnik vojni obveznik koji je odsluZio vojni rok te mu
je odredena vojnostru¢na specijalnost.??

U skladu s tim Zakonom, ministar obrane donio je u
veljaci 2015. godine Pravilnik o ugovornoj pricuvi?®
kojim se propisuju uvjeti i kriteriji za izbor te prava i
duZnosti ugovornih pricuvnika u vezi sa sluZenjem u
pricuvnom sastavu Oruzanih snaga Republike Hrvat-
ske, postupak sklapanja ugovora o sluzbi u ugovornoj
pricuvi, novcane naknade i druge pogodnosti, uvjeti
za raskid ugovora te druga pitanja u vezi sa sluzbom
ugovornih pricuvnika.

Na osjeckom strelistu “Pampas” odrZano je 8. stu-
denog 2014. prvo postrojavanje Prve pjeSacke bojne
Druge pjesacke pukovnije pricuvnog sastava OruZa-
nih snaga Republike Hrvatske od.Domovinskog rata.
Od pozvanog 651 pripadnika pricuvnog sastava
OSRHedazvaterifrse oko 91 %, odnosno 593, medu
kojima je bilo i Sest Zena.2® Samo tjedan kasnije, na
krajnjem je jugu Hrvatske, u Dubrovniku, odrzano
postrojavanje Prve pjesacke bojne Seste pjesacke
pukovnije, a na poziv se odazvalo 611 pricuvnika.3®
Vet je iduce godine od 14. do 17. rujna provedena
prvi put obuka razvrstane pricuve u dakovackoj vo-
jarni “Dracice” 3! Rijec je bila o pri€uvnim ¢asnicima,
docasnicima i vojnicima, klju¢nom, zapovjednom i
stoZernom osoblju i kriti€nim vojnostruc¢nim specijal-
nostima (operateri protuoklopnih raketnih sustava,
izvidnici, racunatelji...). Pozvani pri€uvnici obucavani
su iz podru¢ja poznavanja propisa, mobilizacijskih
planova i zadaca provoditelja mobilizacije. Potom je
slijedila obuka o sustavu upravljanja obukom, sto-
Zernim procedurama i vojnom odlucivanju te obuka
pojedinaca u temeljnim i specijalistickim vojnim za-
dac¢ama i na kraju informiranje o novim sredstvima i
opremi na uporabi u OSRH. Rije¢ je bila o nadograd-
nji razli¢itih razina znanja koja su polaznici stekli kao
bivsi djelatnici ili kao nekadasnji ro¢nici OSRH.

23) Parlov, Leida: 208 rocnika potpisalo Ugovor, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 227., 13. veljace 2009., str. 10.

24) https://www.morh.hr/svecana-prisega-rocnika-na-dragovoljnom-vojnom-osposobljavanju/
25) Dugorocni plan razvoja Oruzanih snaga Republike Hrvatske 2006. - 2015, str. 7.

26) Narodne novine, br. 73/2013, 18. lipnja 2013.
27) Isto.
28) http://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2015_02_18_383.html

29) Puljizevi¢, Lada: Prvo postrojavanje pricuvnog sastava nakon Domovinskog rata, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 461, 21. studenog 2014., str. 12. - 14.

30) Isto.

31) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Obuka za sve generacije, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 483, 24. rujna 2015., str. 10. - 11.
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RESERVE SPECIALISTS

The Long-term Development Plan of the Croatian
Armed Forces 2006-2015 defined the reserve spe-
cialists to man the reserve units from the active
duty component, deployable to various operations
within 120 days from the decision. The reserve spe-
cialists will enhance the Croatian Armed Forces' in-
country and international operability. According to
the Defence Act, promulgated in June 2013, serving
as reserve specialist is a modality for the Croatian
citizens to exercise their defence duty and right.
Pursuant to the Act, the_reserve component was
divided into #éserve specialists and mobilisation re-
serve (assigned and non-assigned reserve). Non-as-
signed reservists are the registered individuals not
completing the military service or taking voluntary
training, and assigned reservists are the individuals
who completed the service and have been assigned
their military occupational spegfalty.

The Defence Minister in Fepfuary 2015 signed the
Regulations on Reserve Specialists, defining the re-
serve specialist selecti AN criteria, rights and duties,
the respective congfacting procedure, bonuses and

On 8 November the first post-war line-up of the first
reserve unit of the Croatian Armed Forces (the 1st
Battalion of the 2nd Infantry Regiment of the Re-
serve Component) was held at the Shooting Range
“Pampas” in Osijek, with 593 members (of whom six

women) which made 91% of the called. A week later _‘,/.‘.;/""‘/
the 1st Infantry Battalion of the 6th Infantry Regj;-?’

ment (featuring 611 reservists) had its own ling?up
in Dubrovnik. In September 2015 the assign@d re-
serve-(reserve-officers, NCOs.-enlisted-soldiers, key
staff and military specialists — anti armour missile
system operators, scouts, fire control calculators)
held its first training event in the Dracice Barracks
in Dakovo, during which they were familiarised with
the legislation, the mobilisation plans and tasks.
The training also addressed the training manage-
ment system, staff procedures and decision making,
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as well as individual training in basic and specialist
military tasks, and the familiarisation on the assets
and equipment recently introduced in the opera-
tional use by the Croatian Armed Forces.

The training refreshed the reservists’ expertise and skills acquired during their ear-
lier service in the Croatian Armed Forces. It was administered by the instructors of
the Training and Doctrine Command (mostly of the Infantry Regiment). It was fol-
lowed by three more events in other parts of Croatia (in the Barracks at Pleso near
Zagreb for the Command of the 2nd Infantry Battalion of Zagreb) at Kupari near
Dubrovnik, for the Tst Infantry Battalion of the 6th Infantry Regiment, and in Pula
for the 4th Infantry Battalion), concluding the planned training cycle of the reserve
component. The Long-term Development Plan of the Croatian Armed Forces and
the long-term project of reserve component in the following 10 years have defined
the set-up of units manned by 20,000 assigned reservists.

THE CURRENT ORGANISATION OF
THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

The planned downsizing of the Croatian Armed
Forces has been ongoing since 2003, complement-
ed with the continued optimisation of the personnel
structure in terms of the officers- NCOs- enlisted
soldiers ratio and the reduced number of civilian
employees, and with a view to the admission of
new and young servicemen. The required level of
expert qualification of officers and NCOs has been
attained and complemented with the designed se-
quential training programme, various military and
area specialisations, foreign languages courses and
the like. In 2014 over 95% officers had the required
higher education level, compared to 45% officers in
2003. The figure will be further optimised following
the separation of inadequately trained officers by
late 2016. Nearly 90% NCOs in 2004 were mini-
mally secondary school graduates, compared to to-
day’s 99% (a number of NCOs possess college and
university level education).

By late 2017 the separation of 4,200 active duty
personnel and 1,500 civilian employees was envis-
aged to achieve the projected personnel size and
structure.
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Organizacijska struktura

OSRH 2016. godine

Obuku su uglavnom provodili instruktori Pjeacke
pukovnije, ali i drugi stru¢njaci iz ZOD-a.32 Ubrzo je
uslijedila obuka i u ostalim dijelovima Hrvatske pa je
u vojarni “Marko Zivkovi¢” na Plesu provedena obuka
Zapovjednistva Druge pje3acke bojne iz Zagreba, u
Kuparima kod Dubrovnika Prve pje3acke bojne Seste
pjesacke pukovnije, a u Puli obuka Cetvrte pjesac-
ke bojne, ¢ime je zaokruZen planirani obucni ciklus
razvrstane pricuve za 2015. godinu. U skladu s Du-
goro¢nim planom razvoja OruZanih snaga Republike
Hrvatske, odnosno dugoronim projektom ustrojava-
nja pricuve, tijekom iducih deset godina u pricuvnim
bi se postrojpbama ustrojilo do 20 000 razvrstanih
pricuvnika.??

GLAVNI STOZER
OSRH
I |

HKoV

HRZ i PZO

ZAPOVJEDNISTVO VOJNA PRISTOZERNE
ZA POTPORU PREDSTAVNISTVA POSTROJBE

HRM

HRVATSKO
VOJINO UCILISTE

ZAPOVIEDNISTVO
SPECIJALNIH
SNAGA

VOJNOSTEGOVNI
SuD

DANASNJA STRUKTURA
ORUZANIH SNAGA

Plansko smanjenje broj¢ane veli¢ine Oruzanih
snaga pocelo je 2003. godine i nastavljeno je
do danas. Uz smanjenje provodi se kontinuirana
kvalitativna promjena strukture osoblja u smislu
stvaranja optimalnog odnosa ¢asnika, docasnika
i vojnika uz smanjenje broja drzavnih sluzbenika i
namjestenika koju usporedno prati i prijam te po-
mladivanje. Dosegnuta je povoljna struktura struc-

ne osposobljenosti ¢asnika i do¢asnika, a dodatno
se nadograduje razvijenim programima slijedno
rastuce izobrazbe, vojnostru¢nog osposobljavanja,
kao i drugim oblicima funkcionalnog osposaoblja-
vanja, u¢enja stranih jezika.. Godine 2003. samo
je 45 % casnika imalo zakonom predvidenu viso-
ku ili viSu struénu spremu, dok taj postotak 2014.
prelazi 95 %. Zakonom predvidenim izdvajanjem
Casnika s neadekvatnom stru¢nom spremom do
kraja 2016. godine, svi ¢e Casnici imati zakonom
predvidenu razinu civilne izobrazbe. Kod doc¢asni-
ka, 2003. godine 90 % imalo je minimalno SSS,
a danas taj broj prelazi 99 %,.s.tim da stanovit
broj do¢asnika ima i vidu i visoku spremu. Do kraja
20F7=godine=planiralo se izdvojiti 4200 djelatnih
vojnih osoba i 1500 sluZbenika i namjestenika uz
dostizanje ciljane veli¢ine i strukture osoblja.3*
Sadasnja je struktura OSRH na snazi od 1. pro-
sinca 2014, a obuhvaca Glavni stoZer OSRH, Voj-
nostegovni sud, vojna predstavniStva, pristoZerne
postrojbe, tri grane: Hrvatsku kopnenu vojsku,
Hrvatsku ratnu mornaricu i Hrvatsko ratno zra-
koplovstvo te Hrvatsko vojno uciliste “Dr. Franjo
Tudman”, Zapovjednistvo za potporu i Zapovjed-
nistvo specijalnih snaga.

OruZane snage organizirane su u stozere, zapo-
vjednistva, postrojbe, ustanove i druge ustrojstve-
ne jedinice prema ‘odobrenom mobilizacijskom ra-
zvoju i knjigama ustroja OruZanih snaga. Dijele se
na grane, rodove, sluzbe, struke i njihove specijal-
nosti. Grane OruZanih snaga su Hrvatska kopne-
na vojska, Hrvatska ratna mornarica te Hrvatsko
ratno zrakoplovstvo. Grane OruZanih snaga dije-
lovi su Oruzanih snaga u okviru kojih se provode
pripreme i opremanje pojedinaca, postrojbi i nas
mjenski organiziranih snaga za izvrSenje zadaca u
odredenim geografskim prostorima (kopno, more,
zrak), ¢ija je primarna zadac¢a odrZavanje potrebne
razine borbene spremnosti operativnih postrojbi.

32) Isto.

33) usp. http://www.morh.hr/hr/vijesti-najave-i-priopcenja/priopcenja/12254-obuka-razvrstane-pri¢uve-u-puli.html
34) http://www.osrh.hr/#rubData/HTML/HR/O%20NAMA/OP%C4%86ENITO/20150428_Osoblje_u_0S_RH_2001.-2014/0soblje_u_0S_RH_2001-2014._HR.htm
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The current structure of the Croatian Armed Forc-
es, in force since 1 December 2014, comprises
the General Staff of the Croatian Armed Forces,
a three-service structure — the Croatian Army, the
Croatian Navy and the Croatian Air Force, the Croa-
tian Defence Academy, the Support Command and
the Special Forces Command.
The Armed Forces structure comprises staffs, com-
mands, units, institutions and other organisational
units in accordance with the approved mobilisation
development and organisational schemes of the
Croatian Armed Forces.
The Armed Forces are divided into services, branch-
es, sub-bran¢hes and specialties. The services of
the Croatian Armed Forces are the Croatian Army,
the Croatian Navy and the Croatian Air Force. The
services of the Croatian Armed Forces are the com-
ponents which are responsible for preparation and
equipping of individuals, units and task forces for
the performance of assigned tasks within the spec-
ified geographical areas (land; sea, air), primarily as-
signed with the requireddével of combat readiness
of operational units.
The Croatian Armed Forces have peacetime and
wartime compQ ftion. The peacetime composition
ive duty personnel, civilian employees
assigned to the armed forces, reservists in training,
reserve specialists, cadets and voluntary conscripts,
along with conscripts at a time when compulsory
military service is in force. The wartime composi-
tion comprises the active duty personnel, office

employees, salaried employees and conscripts (ata

time of compulsory military service) and conscripl;sf""
mobilised into the Armed Forces. /
According to the May 2020 figures, the inj"‘étian
Armed-Forces—had 15,605-members~6f whom
14,325 active duty personnel and 1,280 civilian em-
ployees.

The total active duty personnel in turn (14,511)
comprised 3,010 officers, 5,549 NCOs, 5214 en-
listed personnel (529 reserve specialists, 307 office
employees and 973 salaried employees).

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

TRANSITION FROM
WARTIME TO PEACETIME
MILITARY

THE COMMAND AND LEADERSHIP IN THE
CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

In compliance with the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia, the President of the Re-
public is the Supreme Commander of the Croatian Armed Forces and in accordance with
his/her authority appoints and dismisses military commanders, declares war and the
state of war and concludes peace, and in the event of immediate threat to the independ-
ence and integrity of the country may, with the countersignature by the Prime Minister,
order the employment of the armed forces even if a state of war has not been declared.

CAF
GENERAL STAFF

CROATIAN AIR
SUPPORT MILITARY SUB-STAFF
CROATIAN ARMY FORCE AND AIR COMMAND REPRESENTATIONS UNITS
DEFENSE
CROATIAN SPECIAL
CROATIAN NAVY DEFENSE OPERATIONS COURT MARTIAL

ACADEMY FORCES COMMAND
During a state of war, the President of the Repub- The organisation scheme
l . d ith the f fl th of the Croatian Armed
ic may issue decrees with the force of law on the Forces in 2016

basis and within the limits of the powers conferred
thereto by the Croatian Parliament.

If the Croatian Parliament is not in session, the
President of the Republic shall be authorised to is-
sue decrees with the force of law in order to regu-
late all issues imposed by the state of war.

In the event of a clear and present danger to the
independence, integrity and existence of the state,
or when government bodies are prevented from
performing their constitutional duties, the President
of the Republic may, at the proposal of the Prime
Minister and subject to his/her countersignature, is-
sue decrees with the force of law.

The President of the Republic shall submit decrees
with the force of law to the Croatian Parliament for
approval as soon as the latter is in a position to
convene.
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Pricuvna komponenta Hrvatske vojske dio
je novog koncepta sustava domovinske

OruZane snage imaju mirnodopski i ratni sastav. Mirnodopski sastav OruZanih snaga ¢ine sigurnosti. Njegova je glavna zadaca
d. | . b d ~ . | vb L . v .. d . O ~ . uvezivanje | smkron|2|ranje svih
jelatne vojne osobe, drzavni sluzbenici i namjeStenici rasporedeni u OruZane snage, pri- satavnica cuetiil
Cuvnici pozvani na obuku, ugovorni pricuvnici, kadeti te osobe koje su pristupile dragovolj-
nom vojnom osposobljavanju. Iznimno, mirnodopski sastav OruZanih snaga cine i rocnici The reserve component of the Croatian
kad i i ob luZeni : ka. Ratni OruZanih A Armed Forces constitutes a part of the new
ad je na snazi obvezno sluZenje vojnog roka. Ratni sastav OruZanih snaga, uz vojne 0so- concept of the homeland Seeliity conceptl
be, drzavne sluzbenike, namjeStenike i rocnike (kad je na snazi obvezno sluZenje vojnog Its main mission is to integrate and
roka), €ine i vojni obveznici mobilizirani u OruZane snage.®® Sredinom svibnja 2020. godine synchronise all system components

OruZane snage RH imale su 15 605 pripadnika, od kojih je 14 325 djelatnih vojnih osoba
te 1280 drzavnih sluzbenika i namjeStenika. Od 14 325 djelatnih vojnih osoba njih 3010
su Casnici, 5549 docasnici, 5214 vojnici, 529 vojni specijalisti, 307 drZavni sluzbenici i 973
namjestenici.® >

If the President of the Republic fails to submit any such decree to the Croatian Parlia-

ment for approval in compliance with paragraph (3) of this Article, or is the Croatian
Parliament fails to approve it, the decree with the force of law shall cease to be valid.

The minister of defence is a state official and a member of the Government of the Re-

public of Croatia responsible for defence, and is in the chain of command of the Croatian

Armed Forces The command of the Croatian Armed Forces in peace is exercised through

the minister of defence, in compliance with the Constitution and the legislation, and the
minister of defence answers to the Supreme Commander for the execution of orders and

reports to him about the implementation. >

35) http://www.osrh.hr/#rubData/HTML/HR/0%20NAMA/OP%C4%86ENITO/20150706_Oru%C5%BEane_snage_Republike_Hrvatske/
Oru%C5%BEane_snage_Republike_Hrvatske_HR.htm (Pregledano 28.travnja 2021.)

36) http://www.osrh.hr/#rubData/HTML/HR/0%20NAMA/OP%C4%86ENITO/ZZ_20160421_Ljudski_resursi/Ljudski_resursi_HR.htm
(Pregledano 28.travnja 2021.)
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IAPQVIJEDANJE | RUKOVOBENJE
ORUZANIM SNAGAMA

U skladu s Ustavom Republike Hrvatske, predsjed-
nik Republike vrhovni je zapovjednik OruZanih snaga
Republike Hrvatske te u skladu sa zakonom imenuje
i razrjeSuje vojne zapovjednike. Na temelju odluke
Hrvatskog sabora predsjednik Republike objavljuje
rat i zaklju€uje mir, a u slu¢aju neposredne ugroze-
nosti neovisnosti, jedinstvenosti i opstojnosti drzave
predsjednik Republike moZe, uz supotpis predsjedni-
ka Vlade, narediti uporabu Oruzanih snaga iako nije
proglaseno ratno stanje.

Za vrijeme ratnog stanja predsjednik Republike moZe donositi uredbe sa zakon-
skom snagom na temelju i u okviru ovlasti koje je dobio od Hrvatskog sabora. Ako
Hrvatski sabor nije u zasjedanju, predsjednik Republike ima ovlast da uredbama
sa zakonskom snagom ureduje sva pitanja koja zahtijeva ratno stanje. U slucaju
neposredne ugroZenosti neovisnosti, jedinstvenosti i opstojnosti drzave, ili kad su
tijela drzavne vlasti onemogucéena da redovito obavljaju svoje ustavne duzZnosti,
predsjednik Republike moZe, na prijedlog predsjednika Vlade i uz njegov supotpis,
donositi uredbe sa zakonskom snagom. Predsjednik Republike podnijet ¢e uredbe
sa zakonskom snagom na potvrdu Hrvatskom saboru ¢im se bude mogao sastati,
a ako je ne podnese ili je Hrvatski sabor ne potvrdi uredba sa zakonskom snagom
prestaje vaziti3?

Ministar obrane drZavni je duZnosnik i ¢lan Vlade
Republike Hrvatske zaduZen za resor obrane te se
nalazi i u lancu zapovijedanja OruZanim snagama.
Zapovijedanje Oruzanim snagama u miru vrhovni za-
povjednik ostvaruje preko ministra obrane u skladu
s Ustavom i zakonom, a ministar obrane odgovora
vrhovnom zapovjedniku za provedbu zapovijedi i iz-
vjeS¢uje ga o provedbi.

Glavni stoZer Oruzanih snaga zdruZeno je tijelo Oru-
Zanih snaga ustrojeno u okviru Ministarstva obrane
nadleZno za pripremu, zapovijedanje, uporabu i kori-

Stenje Oruzanih snaga. Na njegovu je Celu nacelnik
Glavnog stoZera koji je nadreden stoZerima, zapo-
vjednistvima, postrojpama i ustanovama OruZanih
snaga te je ujedno i glavni vojni savjetnik predsjed-
niku Republike i ministru obrane.3® Nacelnik Glavnog
stoZera ima ovlast punog zapovijedanja u Oruzanim
snagama na temelju zapaovijedi i naredbi predsjed-
nika Republike, odluka ministra obrane te odredbi
Zakona o obrani®® te je za provedbu zapovijedi od-
govoran predsjedniku Republike i ministru obrane.
Zapovijedanje i rukovodenje u OruZanim snagama
provode vojne osobe rasporedene na zapovjedne i
voditeljske duznosti_koje. zapovijedaju i rukovode
stoZerima, zapovjednistvima, granama, postrojbama
ustanovama-Oruzanih snaga u skladu sa zakonom i
podzakonskim propisima.

VIZIJA RAZIVOJA
ORUZANIH SNAGA

U razdoblju dono%enja Dugoro¢nog plana razvoja
OruZanih snaga Republike Hrvatske 2006. — 2015.
strateski je poloZaj Republike Hrvatske znatno pro-
mijenjen ispunjavanjem Klju¢nih strateskih nacional-
nih ciljeva - ulaskom u NATO savez 2009. te ula-
skom u Europsku uniju 2013. godine.

Strateski pregled obrane koji je Vlada Republike Hr-
vatske donijela 25. srpnja 2013. godine* u uvodnom
dijelu objasnjava Sto za Republiku Hrvatsku i njezin
obrambeni sustav znaci ulazak u NATO savez i Eu-
ropsku uniju te u kojem Ce se pravcu razvijati Oruza-
ne snage i koje nove odgovornosti donosi ¢lanstvo u
tim asocijacijama. .
Spomenuti dokument istice kako je Republika Hrvaty”
ska-ulaskom-u-NATO postala ¢lanicom-sustava-ko-
lektivne obrane te time dobila novi okvir ostvarivanja
svoje sigurnosti. Clanstvo u NATO-u pruZa Republici

37) http://www.sabor.hr/ustav-rh-ustrojstvo-drzavne-vlasti (Pregledano 28. travnja 2021.)
38) Zakon o obrani, Narodne novine, br. 73/13, 75/15, 27/16, 110/17, 30/18 i 70/19.

39) Isto.
40) Strateski pregled obrane, Narodne novine, br. 101/13, 2. kolovoza 2013.
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The General Staff of the Croatian Armed Forces is
a joint body of the armed forces established within
the Ministry of Defence responsible for the prepa-
ration, command and employment of the Croatian
Armed Forces. It is headed by the Chief of the Gen-
eral Staff, who commands the staffs, commands,
units and institutions of the armed forces, and the
main military advisor to the President of the Re-
public. The Chief ofi the General Staff has full com-
mand authority in the Armed Forces pursuant to the
orders and decrees by the President of the Republic,
the decisions by the minister of defence and the
provisions of the Defence Act, and answers to the
President of#the Republic and minister of defence
for the exaustion of the orders. The command and
leadership of the Armed Forces is exercised by mili-
tary personnel assigned to command and manage-
ment duties who command and lead headquarters,
commands, services, units and institutions of the
Armed Forces in accordance wjth the legal acts and
by-laws.

THE VISION OF DEVELOPMENT
OF THE CROATIAN ARMED
FORCES”

The adoption of the Long-term Development Plan
of the Croatian Armed Forces (2006-2015) coincid-
ed with Croatia’s entry into the Euro-Atlantic inte-

gration which fundamentally changed its strategic |

position. /
The Strategic Defence Review, adopted by the Gt)v
ernment of the Republic of Croatia on 25 Jg,]y“QOT 3
in its=introduction-emphasises-the-importance of
the NATO and the EU membership for the Republic
of Croatia and its defence system, the development
orientation and the new responsibilities assumed.
The Strategic Defence Review stresses that upon
the entry to NATO the Republic of Croatia joined
the collective defence system and thereby received
the new framework for its security.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

TRANSITION FROM
WARTIME TO PEACETIME
MILITARY

The membership in NATO guarantees long-term security and stability as a founda-
tion for future development and progress. Along with the privilege of collective de-
fence guarantees, Croatia has also assumed the responsibility to contribute to the
security of other Allies and to the enhancement of joint capabilities. The Capability
Targets assumed within NATO defence planning process evince the commitment to
the development of the Alliance, and the implementation of the Targets will be the
backbone of the development of the Croatian Armed Forces.

The accession to the EU entails the integration into joint European security struc-
tures. The growing importance of the EU in the international security and defence
developments and its strengthened defence and military components also imply
future demands for the Croatian defence system, which have been demonstrated
in the participation of Croatia to the EU-operations and the support to the projects
within the Pooling and Sharing Initiative.

The co-operation focussed on the development of
capabilities to avoid duplications and on optimised
cost-effectiveness, the combination and integration
of capabilities of the two complementary organisa-
tions are necessary to provide the response to a
series of security threats faced by Croatia too, such
as the international terrorism, transnational organ-
ised crime, mass destruction arms proliferation, re-
stricted access to energy sources, as well as natural
and man-made disasters.

However, Croatia’s integration into the two organi-
sations coincided with global and national economic
crises, which led to cuts in defence budgets and re-
duced expenses, with the imperative of maintained
level of readiness for the conduct of the assigned
missions and tasks. The operation of the defence
sector in such conditions requires optimised man-
agement, prioritisation, a wiser use of resources
and sophisticated planning and structuring.

The Republic of Croatia has therefore declared the
readiness to participate in joint NATO-EU efforts
through co-operation mechanisms focussed on
building, maintaining and enhancing defence capa-
bilities. The initiatives such as Smart Defence (fully
implemented in the 93rd Wing, which hosted joint
pre-deployment training courses for NATO nations
prior to the deployment in Afghanistan), and the
Pooling and Sharing are the main examples of the
approach. In the EU membership context one of the
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Hrvatskoj dugorocnu sigurnost i stabilnost kao te-
melj daljnjeg razvoja i napretka. UZivaju¢i jamstva
kolektivne obrane, Republika Hrvatska preuzela je
i odgovornost doprinosa obrani drugih ¢lanica i ja-
¢anju sposobnosti Saveza. Ciljevi sposobnosti koje
Republika Hrvatska preuzima u okviru NATO-ova
procesa obrambenog planiranja izravni su pokaza-
telj posvecenosti razvoju Saveza, a njihova provedba
¢init ¢e okosnicu razvoja OruZanih snaga.

Ulazak u EU podrazumijeva i integraciju u zajednicke
europske strukture, zaokruzujuci pripadnost Republi-
ke Hrvatske europskoj sigurnosnoj arhitekturi. Sve
snaznija prisutnost Europske unije u medunarodnim
sigurnosnim i obrambenim tokovima te jacanje nje-
zine obrambene i vojne sastavnice utjecu i na bu-
duce zahtjeve prema obrambenom resoru Republike
Hrvatske koji su ve¢ sad izraZeni i dijelom implemen-
tirani hrvatskim doprinosom borbenim skupinama
EU-a, sudjelovanjem u operacijama EU-a i potpo-
rom projektima zdruZivanja i dijeljenja (Pooling and
Sharing).#!

Suradnja u razvoju sposobnosti sa svrhom smanjivanja udvostru¢avanja i poveca-
nja isplativosti, kombiniranje i integriranje sposobnosti obiju organizacija, nuzni su
za pronalaZenje odgovora na niz sigurnosnih prijetnji koje su i sigurnosne prijetnje
Republici Hrvatskoj, poput medunarodnog terorizma, transnacionalnog organizira-
nog kriminala, proliferacije oruzZja za masovno unistenje, ugroZavanja dostupnosti
energenata, kiberneti¢kog kriminala, posljedica raspada drZavnih organizacija te
prirodnih i tehnoloskih katastrofa.

Otprilike istodobno kad je Republika Hrvatska posta-
la punopravna €lanica spomenutih saveza, nastupila
je globalna i nacionalna gospodarska kriza koja je, uz
ostalo, prouzrocila znatno smanjenje obrambenog
proracuna u odnosu na planiranu veli¢inu, zahtijeva-
juci prilagodbe, smanjenje i racionalizaciju troskova,
ali uz oCuvanje potrebne razine spremnosti OruZa-
nih snaga za provedbu misija i zada¢a. Djelovanje
obrambenog resora u takvim okolnostima traZi po-

boljSano upravljanje, pravilno odredivanje prioriteta,
ucinkovitiju uporabu resursa, osmisljeno planiranje i
strukturiranje.

Republika Hrvatska stoga deklarira spremnost za
sudjelovanje u zajednickim naporima NATO-a i EU-a
putem mehanizama suradnje na izgradnji, odrZa-
vanju i jac¢anju obrambenih sposobnosti. Inicijative
poput Pametne obrane (Smart Defence), koja je, pri-
mjerice, u potpunosti zaZivjela u 93. krilu gdje se ne-
koliko €lanica NATO saveza uvjeZbavalo za odlazak u
misiju u Afganistanu, te udruZivanja i razmjene spo-
sobnosti (Pooling and Sharing), kljuéni su elementi
tog pristupa. U kontekstu €lanstva.u FU-u analizirat
¢e se mogucnosti koristenja strukturnih fondova za
izgradnju=sposobnosti Oruzanih snaga predvidenih
za dvojnu civilno-vojnu uporabu (dual use), primjeri-
ce, u podrugjima traganja i spasavanja, medicinskog
prevoZenja, nadzora granice, uklanjanja posljedica
ekolo3kih incidenata... Republika Hrvatska ukljucit ¢e
se u programe razvoja odredenih sposobnosti, iden-
tificiraju¢i potrebe za onim sposobnostima za ¢iji ra-
zvoj sama nema dovoljno sredstava ili dugoro¢nog
ekonomskog opravdanja.#?

OruZane snage kljuéni su nositelj obrane Republike
Hrvatske. Definiranjem misija OrtZanih snaga od-
govara se na pitanje s kojim se ciljem i za koju se
namjenu one ustrojavaju, razvijaju i uporabljuju u
ocuvanju nacionalnih interesa.

Ustav Republike Hrvatske u ¢lanku 7. navodi: “Oru-
Zane snage Republike Hrvatske Stite njezin suve-
renitet i neovisnost te brane njezinu teritorijalnu
cjelovitost. Republici Hrvatskoj pomo¢ u zastiti su-
vereniteta i neovisnosti te obrani teritorijalne cje-
lovitosti mogu pruZiti i drzave saveznice, u skladu
sa sklopljenim medunarodnim ugovorima.?® Na te;
melju te Ustavom odredene uloge Oruzanih sn
prepoznaju se tri njihove misije. Primarna je obrana
teritorijalne cjelovitosti, suverenosti i neovisnosti
te obrana saveznika.

41) Strateski pregled obrane, Narodne novine, br. 101/13, 2. kolovoza 2013.
42) Isto.
43) http://www.sabor.hr/Default.aspx?art=1840&sec=502 (Pregledano 28. travnja 2021.)
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options will be the use of the EU structural funds for
the building of the military installations designated
for dual use (civil-military use); the search-and-res-
cue, medical transportation and environmental ac-
cidents relief. Furthermore, the Republic of Croatia
will join the programmes focussed on the develop-
ment of niche capabilities, identifying the needs for
the development of the capabilities whose devel-
opment exceeds its assets and funds and are not
justified in the long-term period.

The Croatian Armed Forces are Croatia’s main
defence force. The defined missions of the Cro-
atian Armed Forces elaborate the aim and the
purpose of tﬁ’elr establishment, development and
the use.

The Article 7 of the Constitution of the Republic
of Croatia reads: “The Armed Forces of the Re-
public of Croatia shall protect its sovereignty and
independence and defend its territorial integrity.
Assistance in the protectionsof sovereignty and
independence and defence/of territorial integrity
may also be rendered #6 the Republic of Croa-
tia by allied states | irsuant to ratified interna-
tional treaties”. This constitutionally defined role
of the Croatiap’Armed Forces comprises three
missions: th /defence of the territorial integrity,
sovereigntyland independence and rendering as-
sistance to allied states in case of armed aggres-
sion on one or more thereof; in exercising this
mission Croatia relies on its own capabilities and
on the allied states’ capabilities, in compliance

with the Article 5 of the North Atlantic Treaty. /

Although the likelihood of the armed aggressiop
on the Republic of Croatia, in view of the ems}:’mg
security environment is negligible, given thé pos-
sibledimpactremains a major-threat-and’requires
putting in place of adequate national capabilities
as well as the capabilities of the reception of al-
lied forces for operation within the territory of
the Republic of Croatia.

As part of the defence mission of the Croatian
Armed Forces are expected to deter, halt and re-
pel armed aggression on the Republic of Croatia,
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autonomously or with the assistance from the
Allies, contribute to the defence of the Allies in
the operations in accordance under the Article
V of the North Atlantic Treaty and protect the
sovereignty of the air and maritime space of the
Republic of Croatia.

The Long-term Plan of Development of Croatian
Armed Forces for the period 2015 - 2024 de-
tails the concepts and needs for transformation
of defence capabilities outlined in the Strategic
Defence Review. As the basic defence planning
document, the Plan outlines the long-term pro-
jection of military capabilities and the resources
necessary to create them. The full NATO and the
EU member status impose new demands and
commitments - force providing for the NATO
Response Force (NRF) and the European Union
Battlegroups (EU BG) respectively.

The introduction to the Long-term Development Plan 2015-2024 states that the
Plan finalises the efforts related to the definition of concepts and norms and out-
lines a new profile for the Croatian Armed Forces. It further underlines: “The Republic
of Croatia will develop Armed Forces responsive to the challenges of the next long-
term period - a respectable force capable of fulfilling its constitutional role, ready,
equipped and trained to share the burden of the joint operations with allies, and
assist the citizens in the event of disasters and crisis situations.

The Document briefly underlines the vision of devel-
opment of the Armed Forces in the nominal period
to be based equally on the manpower and on the
modern weaponry and military equipment.
Investing into the education and overall attention
for their working and living conditions of the per-
sonnel, their education, comprehensive care to im-
prove the working and living conditions is of para-
mount importance for the implementation of the
vision of the development.

The key long-term development goals include the
building of the Armed Forces’ capabilities for ef-
ficient operation in modern and future operative
environments, optimised size and structure of the
Armed Forces and the performance of manage-
ment, command and control system.
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Ustav Republike Hrvatske u €lanku 7. navodi: “OruZane snage
Republike Hrvatske stite njezin suverenitet i neovisnost te
brane njezinu teritorijalnu cjelovitost”

The Article 7 of the Constitution of the Republic of Croatia
states: “The Armed Forces of the Republic of Croatia shall
protect its sovereignty and independence and defend its
territorial integrity”

L
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U obrani teritorijalne cjelovitosti, suverenosti i neovisnosti Republika Hrvatska oslanja se
na vlastite sposobnosti te na sposobnosti saveznika, u skladu s ¢lankom 5. Sjevernoatlant-
skog ugovora. Oruzana agresija na Republiku Hrvatsku, s obzirom na postojece i sagledivo
sigurnosno okruZje, malo je vjerojatna, ali u odnosu na posljedice koje bi mogla imati,
ostaje najvaznija prijetnja te zahtijeva postojanje prikladnih nacionalnih sposobnosti i
sposobnosti prihvata saveznickih snaga za djelovanje na teritoriju Republike Hrvatske.
U okviru misije obrane Republike Hrvatske i saveznika, OruZane snage moraju: odvratiti,
zaustaviti i odbaciti, samostalno i uz saveznike, oruzanu agresiju na Republiku Hrvatsky;
pridonositi obrani saveznika u operacijama prema ¢lanku 5. Sjevernoatlantskog ugovora;
Stititi suverenitet Republike Hrvatske nad morskim i zraénim prostorom.#4

Dugorocni plan razvoja OruZanih snaga Republike Hrvatske za razdoblje od 2015. do
2024. godine operacionalizira koncepcijska opredjeljenja i potrebe za transformacijom
obrambenih sposobnosti utvrdenih Strateskim pregledom obrane te kao temeljni doku-
ment obrambenog planiranja utvrduje dugorocnu projekciju razvoja vojnih sposobnosti te
definira resurse za njihovu realizaciju.

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

The Long-term Development Plan also emphasises credible and consistent activities in
terms of the Collective Defence system within the EU's Common Security and Defence
Policy as another key task in the coming period. The concluding points refer to develop-
ment of competencies, social accountability and strengthening of the capacity for the
implementation of non-military tasks at home or abroad (assistance to civilian institu-
tions in the event of natural or man-made disasters.

Regarding the operations outside the national territory outside the country, the Republic
of Croatia will develop the capabilities for sustainable participation of up to 1,000 mem-
bers of the armed forces, and will plan the respective funds within the defence budget
for the contributions up to 200 members, while larger contributions will be funded from
other sources. The overall force declared for NRF will account for 1 % of NATO Immedi-
ate Response Forces (13,000), and the Croatian Armed Forces will provide up to 130
members (a company-size force)whereas the EU BG contingent will consist in significant
contributions (up to 300-force) in 3-4 years intervals to smaller minor contributions to
battlegroups within those intervals.

44) Strateski pregled obrane, Narodne novine, br. 101/13, 2. kolovoza 2013.
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Cinjenica da je Republika Hrvatska u punopravnom
¢lanstvu u NATO-u i EU-u pred OruZane snage stav-
lja novi izazov i obveze, a to je davanje odredenog
broja snaga za sudjelovanje u Snagama za odgo-
vor unutar NATO-a (NATO Response Forces - NRF)
i EU-a (Borbene skupine Europske unije; European
Union Battlegroups - EU BG).

U uvodu tog dokumenta istaknuto je kako se njim zaokruZuju dotadasnji napori na
konceptualno-normativnom uredenju te se OruZanim snagama daju jasni obrisi no-
vog profila. Istaknuto je takoder: “Republika Hrvatska razvijat ¢e OruZane snage koje
¢e biti primjerene izazovima dugorocnog razdoblja koje je pred nama; snage koje ¢e
biti respektabilne u pogledu izvrSavanja svoje temeljne ustavne uloge, koje ¢e svojom
spremno3cu, obuceno3¢u i opremljenos¢u biti u stanju nositi i dio tereta u zajednic-
kim operacijama sa saveznicima te biti na raspolaganju ugroZzenom stanovnistvu u
katastrofama i kriznim situacijama.”®

Kao svojevrstan saZetak dokument istice viziju razvoja
OruZanih snaga u razdoblju koje obuhvaca te istice
kako se razvoj ne temelji isklju¢ivo na novom naoru-
Zanju i vojnoj opremi nego i na ljudima. Ulaganje u
ljude, njihovo obrazovanje, cjelovitu skrb za poboljsa-
nje radnih i Zivotnih uvjeta pretpostavka je za oZivo-
tvorenje vizije razvoja Oruzanih snaga.*¢ Kao klju¢ne
dugorocne cilieve razvoja dokument istice izgradnju
sposobnosti Oruzanih snaga za ucinkovito djelovanje
u suvremenim i buduéim operativnim okruzjima, opti-
miziranje broj¢ane veli¢ine i strukture OSRH te pove-
¢anje ucinkovitosti procesa upravljanja, zapovijedanja
i nadzora. Nadalje, kao jo$ jednu od klju¢nih zada¢a
u dolaze¢em razdoblju isti¢e vaZnost vjerodostojnog i
konzistentnog djelovanja u sustavu kolektivne obrane
u okvirima Zajednicke sigurnosne i obrambene politi-
ke. Kompetencija proZeta socijalnom osjetljivos¢u te
jatanje sposobnosti za provedbu nevojnih zada¢a u
zemlji i inozemstvu koje ukljucuju pomo¢ civilnim insti-
tucijama u slucaju prirodne katastrofe ili elementarnih
nepogoda zavrine su tocke vizije razvoja.#’

Kad je rije¢ o sudjelovanju u operacijama izvan ze-
mlje, Republika Hrvatska razvijat ¢e sposobnosti za
odrZivo sudjelovanje u operacijama izvan zemlje s
najvise 1000 pripadnika, a u okviru obrambenog
proracuna planirat ¢e se financijska sredstva za su-
djelovanje u operacijama do 200 pripadnika OruzZa-
nih snaga, dok ¢e se financiranje eventualno veceg
broja osigurati izvan obrambenog proracuna.*®
Ukupno deklarirane snage za NRF cinit ¢ce 1 %
NATO-ovih Snaga trenutnog odgovora (Immedia-
te Response Forces - IRF), koje imaju 13 tisuca
pripadnika, Sto znaci da ¢e OSRH sudjelovati s do
130 pripadnika ili ekvivalentom_jedne manevarske
satnije, dok ce se sudjelovanje u EU BG-u kretati u
rasponu~od=znacajnih doprinosa (razina snaga do
300 pripadnika) svake tri do Cetiri godine, do manjih
doprinosa pojedinim borbenim skupinama unutar
tih intervala.*®

U skladu s navedenim, OruZzane snage bit ¢e or-
ganizirane u stoZere, zapovjedniStva, postrojbe,
ustanove i druge ustrojstvene jedinice i bit ce, u
smislu uloga i funkcija, jasno razgranicene u dvije
sastavnice: operativnu i institucionalnu. Operativ-
nu sastavnicu Cinit ¢e ustrojstvene jedinice koje
se organiziraju i pripremaju za provedbu borbenih
i neborbenih operacija (operativna zapovjednistva,
gardijske brigade, Flotila i Obalna straza, hrvatske
zracne snage, Zapovjednistvo specijalnih snaga...).
Institucionalnu sastavnicu cinit ¢e cjeline cija
je svrha izgradivati, odnosno podrzavati izgrad-
nju sposobnosti operativne komponente (pot-
pora zapovjednisStava, 3kole, srediSta za obuku,
opsluznistvo...).*® Osim toga, ono sto je jednako bit-
no, OruZane snage moraju provesti preustroj radi
smanjenja upravne i zapovjedne strukture u odnos
na operativne snage te e funkcionalnim objedinj
vanjima ili izdvajanjima ustrojstvenih cjelina postici
okrupnjavanja i/ili ustrojavanja novih cjelina kako bi

45) Dugorocni plan razvoja OruZanih snaga Republike Hrvatske za razdoblje od 2015. do 2024. godine, str. 5.

46) Isto, str. 15.

47) Isto.

48) Isto, str. 16.

49) Isto, str. 16. - 17.
50) Isto, str. 23.
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Accordingly, the structure of the Croatian Armed
Forces will comprise staffs, commands, units, in-
stitutions and other organisation units. In terms
of the role and the functions the Croatian Armed
Forces will be divided into operations component
(the units assigned with organising and preparing
for combat and non-combat operations — opera-
tions commands, the guards brigades, the Flotilla,
the Coast Guard, the Croatian Air Force, the Spe-
cial Forces Command).

The institutional component will comprise the units
assigned with the capability building of the opera-
tive compone e command support, schools,
training centre and support units). Furthermore,
the reorganisation of the Croatian Armed Forces
is necessary in order to optimise the ratio between
the administrative and the command component
and the operative force. The functional mergers
or separations of organisational units are planned
to aggregate and establish new units enabling an
efficient command structufe and decentralised
command system.
The Croatian Army
partly and will
guards brigades; the Training and Doctrine Com-
mand, the illery and Missile Regiment, the Air
Defence Regiment, the Engineer Regiment, the
NBC Defence Battalion, the Signal Battalion, the
International Military Operations Training Centre
and the Support Battalion.

In the event of war the Croatian Army will be the
main force for joint defensive and offensive oper-
ations undertaken to protect the territorial inte
rity of the Republic of Croatia and will take p
the defence of the Allies in accordance with the
Article-\of-the-Nerth A i Army’s
peacetime tasks include the development and
maintaining of the capability for the assistance
to civilian institutions and the population hit by
natural or man-made disasters; development and
maintaining of the capabilities of participation in
peace support operations; the support to the Alli-
ance forces’ activities in the Republic of Croatia

KoV) will be reorganised

in
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“Armed Forcessare
a respectable force
ready to fulfill its
constititutional
role.

and the participation in arms control activities and
building of trust and security measures.

The Croatian Navy (HRM) will comprise the Command,
the Fleet, the Coast Guard, the Coastal Surveillance
Battalion, the Naval Base, the Naval Training Centre
and the Support Battalion.
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se omogucila ucinkovita zapovjedna struktura i de-
centralizacija sustava zapovijedanja.

Hrvatska kopnena vojska (HKoV) djelomi¢no ¢e pro-
mijeniti strukturu i sastojat ¢e se od Zapovjednistva,
dviju gardijskih brigada, ZapovjedniStva za obuku i
doktrinu, Topnicko-raketne pukovnije, Pukovnije pro-
tuzracne obrane, InZenjerijske pukovnije, Bojne NBKO
i veze, SrediSta za medunarodne vojne operacije i
Doma Zapovjednistva.®?

Hrvatska kopnena vojska u slu¢aju rata bit ¢e nositelj provedbe zdruzenih obrambe-
nih i napadnih operacija u obrani teritorijalnog integriteta Republike Hrvatske te ¢e
sudjelovati u obrani Republike Hrvatske_ isaveznika u.skladu s clankom 5. Sjeverno-
atlantskog ugovora. U miru HKoV ¢e odrZavati optimalnu razinu spremnosti snaga,
razvijat ¢e i odrzavati~spesebnostiebrane teritorijalne cjelovitosti, suverenosti i neo-
visnosti Republike Hrvatske, razvijat ¢e i odrZavati sposobnosti za sudjelovanje u po-
modi civilnim institucijama i stanovniStvu u obrani od prirodnih i tehnicko-tehnoloskih
nesreca, razvijat Ce i odrZavati sposobnosti za sudjelovanje u operacijama potpore
miru, sudjelovat ¢e u potpori saveznickim snagama u Republici Hrvatskoj te ¢e sudje-
lovati u aktivnostima nadzora razoruzanja i izgradnje mjera povjerenja i sigurnosti.3?
Hrvatska ratna mornarica (HRM) sastojat ¢e se od Zapovjednistva, Flote, Obalne
straZe, Bojne obalnog motrenja i navodenja, Pomorske baze, SrediSta za obuku i
Doma Zapovjednistva.53

U slu¢ajurata zadac¢e HRM-a bit ¢e sudjelovanje u zdru-
Zenim obrambenim i napadnim operacijama u obrani i
uspostavi teritorijalnog integriteta Republike Hrvatske
te sudjelovanje u obrani Republike Hrvatske i savezni-
ka u skladu s ¢lankom 5. Sjevernoatlantskog ugovora,
dok ¢e u miru zada¢e HRM-a biti osiguravanje slobode
plovidbe morem uz stalni nadzor akvatorija i priobalja,
planiranje i priprema snaga za samostalne, zdruZere,
zajednicke (s drugim subjektima za zastitu prava/iihte—
resa na moru) i medunarodne operacije, nadzer i zasti-
ta prava i interesa Republike Hrvatske na,moru, razvoj
spoesebrosti-za-sudjelovanje-u-zdiiZenim operacijama,
stvaranje integrirane slike pomorske situacije na Jadra-
nu, u suradnji s drugim drZavnim tijelima i u skladu s
postoje¢om praksom i preuzetim obvezama..54
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In the event of war the Croatian Navy will be assigned
with participation in joint defensive and offensive op-
erations undertaken to protect the territorial integrity
of the Republic of Croatia and will take part in the de-
fence of the Allies in accordance with the Article V of
the North Atlantic Treaty. The Navy's peacetime tasks
will be ensuring free navigation and constant surveil-
lance of the aquatoria and of the littoral zone; the plan-
ning and preparation of forces for service-level, joint,
combined and international operations, the protection
of the rights and interests of the Republic of Croatia
at sea; the development of capabilities for joint opera-
tions, the creating of the maritime_situational aware-
ness in co-ordination’ with other government adminis-
tration bodies and in accordance with the practice and
the assumed commitment.

The Croatian Air Force (HRZ) is comprised of the Com-
mand, the 91st Wing (incorporating the Fighter Aircraft
Squadron and the Multi-purpose Helicopter Squadron
and the Firefighter Squadron, which wijll develop and
maintain the national air space contro’lyand protection
capability) and the 93rd Wing (comiprising the Aircraft
Squadron, the Helicopter Squa_drbn, the Transport Heli-
copter Squadron and the Fifefighter Squadron, which
will develop and maintaif the pilot training capability),
the Air Space Survejlfance and Control Battalion, the
Training Centre and the Support Battalion.

The Croatian Air Force will develop capabilities of sur-
veillance and protection of Croatian air space within
NATO Integrated Air and Missile Defence System (NA-
TINAMDS), the participation in joint operations, the
helicopter airlift capability, the support to the para-
trooper training and light airlift, the air technical lo-
gistic support to the national forces, pilot training and
other types of individual and unit training programmes?”
and the support-to-civilian! institutions~Fhe-waktife
tasks of the Croatian Air Force are identical to those
of the Army and Navy.

The Croatian Defence Academy (HVU) is envisaged as

51) Dugorocni plan razvoja OruzZanih snaga Republike Hrvatske za razdoblje od 2015. do 2024. godine, str. 30.

52) Isto, str. 31. - 32.
53) Isto, str. 32. - 34.

54) Dugorocni plan razvoja OruzZanih snaga Republike Hrvatske za razdoblje od 2015. do 2024. godine, str. 34.
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Dio brodovlja Flotile Hrvatske ratne mornarice
u plovidbi. HRM je klju€ni é&imbenik sigurnosti
hrvatskog dijela Jadrana

The vessels of the Croatian Navy Flotilla.

The Croatian Navy is a key security

1 l ; protector of the Croatian Adriatic
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Hrvatsko ratno zrakoplovstvo (HRZ) sastojat ce se
od Zapovjednistva, 97. krila u ¢ijem ¢e sastavu biti
Eskadrila lovackih aviona i Eskadrila viSenamjenskih
helikoptera te e razvijati i odrZavati sposobnosti
nadzora i zaStite zranog prostora RH; 93. krila koje
¢e u svojem sastavu imati Eskadrilu aviona, Eska-
drilu helikoptera, Eskadrilu transportnih helikopte-
ra, ProtupoZarnu eskadrilu, a razvijat ¢e i odrZavati
sposobnosti obucavanja vojnih pilota, Bojne zranog
motrenja i navodenja, Sredista za obuku i Doma Za-
povjednistva.3®

HRZ ¢e razvijati sposobnosti nadzora i zastite zrac-
nog prostora Republike Hrvatske u sklopu NATO-ova
integriranog sustava protuzracne i proturaketne
obrane (NATINAMDS), sudjelovanja u zdruzenim
operacijama, helikopterskog zracnog prijevoza, pot-
pore obuci padobranaca i lakog zracnog prijevoza,
zrakoplovno-tehnicke logisticke potpore vlastitim
snagama, provedbe obuke pilota i svih ostalih vrsta
obuke pojedinaca i postrojbi te potpore hrvatskim
civilnim institucijama, dok u ratu ima iste zadace
kao i Kopnena vojska i Mornarica.5®

Hrvatsko vojno uciliste (HVU) transformira se u
visokoobrazovnu ustanovu u skladu s propisima koji
ureduju visoko obrazovanje, a provodit ¢e studijske
programe Skolovanja na tri razine - preddiplomskoj,
diplomskoj i poslijediplomskoj specijalistickoj razini.
HVU ¢e biti ustrojen od ZapovjedniStva, Dekanata,
Centra vojnih Skola, Centra za obrambene i strates-
ke studije, Sredista za strane jezika, Doc¢asnicke Sko-
le i Doma HVU-a.%?

Zapovjednistvo za potporu (ZzP) sastojat ¢e se od Za-
povjednistva, Bojne za opcu logisticku potporu, Bojne
za opskrbu, OpsluZne bojne, Logistickog operativnog
sredista, Remontnog zavoda, Orkestra Oruzanih sna-
ga, Vojnog zdravstvenog sredista, Sredista za obuku i
doktrinu logistike i Doma Zapovjednistva.®®

U slucaju rata ZzP ¢e imati zadacu logisticke, zdrav-
stvene i druge potpore zapovjednistvima i postroj-
bama OSRH koje sudjeluju u prevenciji i odgovoru na
prijetnju teritoriju i klju¢nim objektima infrastrukture
Republike Hrvatske, potpore u obrani neovisnosti i
suvereniteta RH u slu¢aju agresije, potpore zapo-
vjednistvima i postrojpama OSRH koje pridonose
obrani saveznika u operacijama u skladu s ¢lankom
5. Sjevernoatlantskog ugovora te biti u potpori pro-
vedbi mobilizacije Oruzanih snaga. Neke od zadaca
ZzP-a u miru bit ¢e potpora u provedbi planskih i dru-
gih aktivnosti, ukljucujuci apsluZivanje objekata koji-
ma se koriste pripadnici.OSRH, razvoj i odrZavanje
sposobnosti pruZanja logisticke potpore zapovjed-
nistvima=i=postrojpbama OSRH u zdruZenim opera-
cijama i operacijama potpore miru te humanitarnim
operacijama u sklopu medunarodnih snaga izvan
zemlje, skladistenje, Cuvanje i odrZavanje pricuva i
zaliha materijalne imovine, odrZavanje naoruZanja,
sloZenih borbenih sustava i vojne opreme, organiza-
cija i provedba zastite zdravlja pripadnika OSRH u
dijelu koji se odnosi na pruzanje primarne, specifi¢ne
i higijensko-epidemioloske zdravstvene zastite i pot-
pora civilnim strukturama Republike Hrvatske u ope-
racijama uklanjanja“posljedica‘izvanrednih situacija
prouzrocenih prirodnim i tehnickim katastrofama.
Zapovjednistvo specijalnih snaga (ZSS) ima misi-
ju osiguranja borbene spremnosti specijalnih sna-
ga za operacije u obrani teritorijalne cjelovitosti,
suvereniteta i neovisnosti RH te za sudjelovanje u
NATO-ovim i koalicijskim vodenim operacijama. Mi-
sija se ostvaruje preko grupa koje provode specijalne
operacije (vojna pomoc, specijalno izvidanje i izravna
akcija) te u odredenim okolnostima i provedbom do-
datnih aktivnosti u svrhu potpore i zastite strateski
interesa RH. U svrhu ispunjavanja svoje misije, ZSS
u sastavu ima Zapovjednu satniju, 1.1 2. grupu spe-
cijalnih snaga, Komando satniju i satniju za obuku.

55) Isto, str. 35.
56) Isto, str. 35.
57) Isto, str. 37.
58) Isto, str. 39.
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a higher education institution in compliance with the
respective academic regulations and will administer
undergraduate, graduate and specialist postgraduate
curricula. The Academy will comprise the Command,
the Dean's Office, the Centre for Defence and Strate-
gic Studies, the Foreign Languages Centre, the NCO
School and the Support Battalion.

The Support Command (ZzP) will consist of the Com-
mand, the General Logistic Support Battalion, the
Supply Battalion, the Barracks Support Battalion, the
Logistic Operations Centre, the Maintenance Depot,
the Armed Forces Orchestra, the Military Medical
Centre, the Logistic Training.and Doctrine Centre and
the Support Battalion.

In the event of war the Support Command will be
responsible for the logistic, medical and other types
of support to the commands and units of the Croa-
tian Armed Forces engaged in the prevention and
response to the threats to the territory and key in-
frastructure; the support in thesdefence of the inde-
pendence and sovereignty of#the Republic of Croatia
in the event of aggression; the support to the com-
mands and units of the”Armed Forces assisting other
Allies in the operations pursuant to the Article V of
j€ Treaty and the support to the mo-
bilisation of the Armed Forces. The peace-time tasks
of Support Command include the support in the im-
plementation of planned and other activities, includ-
ing the support function in the installations used by
the Armed Forces; the development and maintenance
of logistics capabilities commands and units of the
Armed Forces in joint operations, peace support
operations and humanitarian operations within t
framework of international forces outside natj
territory; storage, conservation and maintenafice of
thes=stocks=and=supplie i erty; the
maintenance of the weaponry, complex combat sys-
tems and military equipment; the organisation and
implementation of the primary, specialist and epide-
miological and hygiene care of the members of the
Croatian Armed Forces; the support to civilian institu-
tions of the Republic of Croatia in relief operations
following natural or man-made disasters.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

TRANSITION FROM
WARTIME TO PEACETIME
MILITARY

Misija HRZ-a nadzor je i zaStita zraénog
prostora Republike Hrvatske te potpora
kopnenim i pomorskim snagama u
zdruZenim operacijama

The mission of the Croatian Air Force

is to guard and protect the national air-
space and to provide support to the land
and naval forces in joint operations

The mission of the Special Forces Command (ZSS)
is to ensure combat readiness of the Special Forc-
es for defence the territorial integrity, sovereignty
and independence of the Republic of Croatia and
for participation in NATO and coalition-led opera-
tions. The Command executes its mission through
groups assigned with special operations (humani-
tarian assistance, Special Reconnaissance and Di-
rect Action) and in certain circumstances through
additional activities in support and in protection of
the strategic interests of the Republic of Croatia
too. The Special Forces Command is comprised of
the Support Company, the 1st and the 2nd Special
Forces groups, the Commando Company and the
Training Company.




IZ RATNE U TRANSITION FROM
MIRNODOPSKU WARTIME TO PEACETIME
VOJSKU MILITARY
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ZapovjedniStvo za potporu kljucno je
zapovjednistvo za pruZanje razli¢itih oblika
logisticke potpore pripadnicima OruZanih
snaga u zemlji i inozemstvu

The Support Command is the key provider
of the logistic support to the members of
the Armed Forces in-country and abroad

TRANSFORMACIJA ORUZANIH SNAGA KONTINUIRAN
JE | SVEOBUHVATAN PROCES

Obrambeni resor i u okviru njega OruZane snage, kao njegov vitalni dio, razvijali su se
kao vjerodostojan instrument Republike Hrvatske u o€uvanju nacionalne sigurnosti te in-
tegraciji u saveznicki sustav kolektivne obrane. Clanstvo i djelovanje u NATO-u kljuéni su
elementi daljnje transformacije obrane i razvoja OruZanih snaga sposobnih za suoavanje
s cijelim spektrom izazova i prijetnji. Nasljede Domovinskog rata i nacela kojima je voden
do pobjede ugradena su u suvremena obrambena rjeenja. Cuvajuci i razvijaju¢i profesi-
onalizam i najviSe standarde u izvr3avanju zadaca te njegujuci hrvatsku vojnu tradiciju,
pripadnici OruZanih snaga bit ¢e i ubuduce spremni izvr3avati sve postavljene zadace. Na
planu izgradnje obrambenih sposobnosti, dugorocni cilj ostaje izgradnja OruZanih snaga
koje ¢e biti razmjestive, u€inkovite, profesionalne, popunjene kvalificiranim i motiviranim
osobljem. Broj¢ana veli¢ina od 15 000 pripadnika omogucit ¢e ostvarenje razine ambicija,
uz potrebu promjene unutarnje strukture radi pove¢anja ucinkovitosti i uporabljivosti. Sto-
ga c¢e transformacija Oruzanih snaga biti kontinuiran i sveobuhvatan proces.>?

FOTO: MLADEN COBANOVIC

REORGANISATION OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
AS A CONTINUOUS AND COMPREHENSIVE PROCESS

The defence system and the Croatian Armed Forces as its vital component have developed as
a credible asset of the Republic of Croatia in the protection of its national security and integra-
tion into the Alliance’s collective defence system. The membership and participation in NATO
constitute the key elements of future transformation of defence and development of the Croa-
tian Armed Forces’ capability to respond to a range of threats and challenges. The legacies
of the Homeland War and the inherent principles have been incorporated into the modern
defence solutions. The members of the Croatian Armed Forces will remain ready to carry out
the assigned tasks professionally, abiding by top standards and cherishing the Croatian military
tradition. As for the building of defence capabilities, the long-term goal is to build deployable,
efficient and professional Armed Forces, manned by expert and motivated members. The pro-
jected size of 15,000 will enable the fulfilment of the determined level of ambition, with the
needed internal structure transformation to enhance efficiency and employability. The trans-
formation of the Armed Forces will be a continuous and comprehensive process.

59) Strateski pregled obrane, Narodne novine, br. 101/13, 2. kolovoza 2013.
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“Sloboda, jednakost, nacionalna ravnopravnost, mi-
rotvorstvo, socijalna pravda, postivanje prava co-
vjeka, nepovredivost vlasniStva, ocuvanje prirode
i Covjekova okolisa, vladavina prava i demokratski
viSestranacki sustav najvise su vrednote ustavnog
poretka Republike Hrvatske,” stoji u ¢lanku 3. prvog
Ustava Republike Hrvatske, tzv. boZi¢nog Ustava,
koji je Sabor izglasao 22. prosinca 1990.' Taj je
¢lanak ve¢ u samim pocecima suvremene Hrvatske
pokazao da su euroatlantske integracije, tj. udruzi-
vanje i saveznistvo sa zemljama koje dijele jednake
najvise vrijednosti, logi¢an put za mladu Hrvatsku.

Domovinski rat nije bio samo borba za opstanak, slobodu i neovisnost nego i borba
za te vrijednosti. Medutim, rat i njegove posljedice usporili su pristupanje Hrvatske
Europskoj uniji (EU) i Sjevernoatlantskom savezu (NATO). ZavrSetkom Domovinskog
rata Hrvatska je sluzbeno definirala pristup tim dvjema organizacijama kao prioritetne
vanjskopoliticke ciljeve.2 Njihovi su visoki standardi traZili prilagodbu mnogih vaznih
segmenata hrvatskog drustva i drzave, ukljucujuci i obrambeno-sigurnosni sustav.

PUT DO PUNOPRAVNOG
CLANSTVA U NATO-u

Organizacija Sjevernoatlantskog ugovora (North
Atlantic Treaty Organization — NATO) vojni je sa-
vez suverenih drZava ¢ija je glavna zadaca Cuvati
slobodu i sigurnost ¢lanica vojnim i politickim sred-
stvima. Osnovan 1949, do propasti komunistickih
sustava na istoku Europe i raspada isto¢nog bloka
okupljenog oko nekadasnjeg SSSR-a bio je glavni
sigurnosni oslonac demokratskih zapadnih zemalja
tijekom hladnog rata. Savez je potom, transformi-
rajuci se i slijededi politiku proSirenja, poceo prima-
ti nove Clanice s istoka Europe. Danas NATO nije
samo obrambeni nego i politicko-gospodarski savez
zemalja razvijenih demokracija i gospodarstava s

razvijenim vojnim sposobnostima. Preko njega ¢la-
nice dobivaju sigurnost putem sustava kolektivne
sigurnosti, a vlastite interese Stite zahvaljuju¢i na-
Celu konsenzusa kojim se donose sve klju¢ne odluke.
Osobitu pozornost, uz Cuvanje granica i teritorijal-
nog suvereniteta Clanica, Savez pridaje zastiti od
suvremenih sigurnosnih izazova kao Sto su terori-
zam, etnicki sukobi, preprodaja oruzja za masovno
unistenje, cyber napadi, prirodne katastrofe...?
Slijedeci spomenute vrednote za koje se opredijelila
1990, Republika Hrvatska jos3 je tijekom Domovin-
skog rata, u prolje¢e 1994, izrazila interes za uklju-
Civanje u Partnerstyo.za.mir (engl._Partnership for
Peace — PfP), program prakti¢ne bilateralne surad-
njesizmedupojedinih partnerskih zemalja i NATO-a.
Za zemlje koje apliciraju za ¢lanstvo, PfP je prvi od dva
vazna pristupna koraka; drugi je Akcijski plan za ¢lanstvo
(Membership Action Plan — MAP). Formalna je zamolba
upucena u oZujku 1996.# ali dokument o uspostavljanju
partnerstva i ulazak u Euroatlantsko partnersko vijece
(Euro-Atlantic Partnership Council - EAPC), Hrvatska je
potpisala tek 25. svibnja 2000. godine

Sto se tice Oruzanih snaga RH, odnosno Hrvatske voj-
ske, prakticna je prilagodba NATO-ovim standardima
fakticki pocela s rujnom 1994. godine, kad su u Hrvatskoj
poceli raditi stru¢njaci iz MPRI-ja (Military Professional
Resources Inc.). Ta je privatna americka tvrtka u skladu
sa zahtjevima suvremene vojne nastave i NATO-ovim
standardima obucavala ¢asnike i docasnike HV-a za
tranzicijsko razdoblje.® Ubrzo nakon Domovinskog rata,
sa skidanjem embarga na uvoz naoruzanja, OruZane
snage RH pocele su intenzivnije nabavljati i zapadnu
vojnu opremu, 3to je vazan segment njihova uskladi-
vanja s tim standardima. Za taj se smjer opredijelila
i hrvatska obrambena industrija kao glavni opremate‘lj,-""
OSRH.” Krajem-devedesetin GS OSRH.i-zapovjednistva
postrojbi preustrojavaju se u skladu s NATO-om.

1) http://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/1990_12_56_1092.html (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)
2) Vukadinovi¢, Radovan; Cehuli¢, Lidija; Lovri¢, Drago: NATO u medunarodnim odnosima, Fakultet politi¢kih znanosti, Zagreb, 2006., str. 146.

3) Cerani¢, Vedran; Pili, Tomislav: Upoznaj NATO, MORH, 2008, str. 6. [2. izdanje]

4) http://www.enciklopedija.hr/natuknica.aspx?ID=46827 (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)
5) http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_82584.htm (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)

6) Buklija3, Marko: Izobrazba asnika na EasniEkoj Skoli HVU “Petar Zrinski” od 1994. do 1996. godine, Polemos 8 (2005.), str. 93.
7) Detaljnije u 8. poglavlju Modernizacija OSRH i vojna industrija, Modernizacija i opremanje OSRH, Hrvatska vojna industrija.
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The Article 3 of the Constitution of the Republic of
Croatia (the “Christmas Constitution®, passed on
22 December 1990) reads:* Freedom, equal rights,
national and gender equality, peace-making, social
justice, respect for human rights, inviolability of
ownership, conservation of nature and the environ-
ment, the rule of law and a democratic multiparty
system are the highest values of the constitutional
order of the Republic of Croatia®. The Article indi-
cated in the early days of modern Croatia that Eu-
ro-Atlantic integrations were a logical future path
for young state of Croatia.

The Homeland, War was not.only a struggle for sur-
vival, freedomh and independence but also a strug-
gle for the listed values. The war and its aftermath
slowed Croatia’s accession to the European Union
and to NATO. Following the War, Croatia officially
outlined the| approach towards the two organisa-
tions as foreign policy priorities. The high standards
of membership in NATO and the EU necessitated
adaptation of a number of jMmportant segments of
the Croatian society and the state, including the de-
fence and security sy_s em.

MEMBE 'SHIP

The North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) is
a political and military alliance of sovereign states,
whose purpose is ta guarantee the freedom and se-

curity of the member nations through political and “;;;;»"
military means. Founded in 1949, the Alliance was the"

primary security guarantee for the west democraflc
countries until the collapse of Communist states in
the east Europe and of the Eastern Bloc #Hat sided
with the former Union of Soviet Socialist Repub-
lics during the Cold War. The Alliance transformed
and followed enlargement policy and accepted new
member nations from east Europe. NATO today is
at once a defence and politico-military alliance of
developed democratic countries and economies with
strong military capabilities. The member nations re-
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ceive security from NATO through the collective se-
curity system and protect their own interests through
consensus decision making.

In addition to border protection and territorial sov-
ereignty of the member nations NATO attaches at-
tention to the protection from the modern-day se-
curity threats such as terrorism, ethnical conflicts,
sale of weapons of mass destruction, cyber attacks,
natural disasters and the like.

Abiding by the values it had committed to in 1990, in spring 1994 the Republic of
Croatia declared the interest in joining the Partnership for Peace (PfP), a practi-
cal bilateral co-operation programme between NATO and the individual partner
countries. For countries applying for membership the Partnership for Peace is the
first of two important accession steps, the second being the Membership Action
Plan (MAP). A formal request was submitted in March 1996, but Croatia signed the
Framework Document on 25 May 2000.

The Croatian Armed Forces and the Croatian Army
commenced their actual adjustment to NATO stand-
ards in September 1994, when experts of the Military
Professional Resources Inc. (MPRI) provided advi-
sory services in Croatia. A privately-owned U. S. firm
trained the Croatian Army offciers and NCOs for the
transition period in accordance with the requirements
of modern military training and with NATO standards.
After the arms embargo was lifted following the
Homeland War, the Croatian Armed Forces stepped
up the procurement of the military equipment of the
western origin, which was an important segment of
harmonisation with the standards. The Croatian
defence industry, as the main equipment provider
of the Croatian Armed Forces, set its business di-
rection accordingly. In late 1990s the General Staff
of the Croatian Armed Forces and unit commands
were reorganised according to NATO models.

An essential formal framework for the transforma-
tion of the Croatian Armed Forces upon entering
the Partnership for Peace was set by the Planning
and Review Process (PARP), which Croatia started
in October 2000. The Government of the Republic
of Croatia submitted the responses to the Survey of
Overall PfP Interoperability.
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NATO je u veljaci 2001. prihvatio prvi hrvatski Individualni partnerski program (In-
dividual Partnership=Programme=={PP)-za 2001. s popisom PfP aktivnosti u kojima
Hrvatska Zeli sudjelovati sa Savezom. U tom su programu, vezano uz aktivnosti u
transformaciji, bila istaknuta podrucja zapovijedanja, nadzora i komunikacije (C3);
civilne zastite; demokratskog nadzora OSRH; vojnih vjeZbi; obrambenog planiranja;
obrambenog proracuna; obrambene politike te u¢enja engleskog jezika.® Usporedno
s transformacijom islo je i smanjenje broja pripadnika OSRH, kojem su preduvjet dali
strateski dokumenti: Strategija nacionalne sigurnosti Republike Hrvatske i Strategi-
ja obrane Republike Hrvatske, koje je Hrvatski sabor donio u oZujku 2002. godine.®

120

Bitan je formalni okvir transformaciji OSRH nakon
ulaska u Partnerstvo za mir dao Proces planiranja
i ras¢lambe (Planning and Review Process — PARP),
koji je za Hrvatsku poceo u listopadu 2000. godine.
Vlada RH predala je tad NATO-u odgovor na Upit-
nik o cjelokupnoj PfP interoperabilnosti (Survey of
Overall PfP Interoperability). U PARP-u su klju¢ni
Partnerski ciljevi (Partnership Goals) koji se u veli-
koj mjeri odnase na postizanje interoperabilnosti
OSRH sa snagama ¢lanica NATO-a. Ti su ciljevi
nakon ulaska Hrvatske u NATO postali Ciljevi sna-
ga (Capability Targets).

Hrvatska je u svibnju 2002. pozvana u Akcijski plan za
¢lanstvo (MAP). Rijec’je 0 NATO-ovu programu savjeto-
vanja, pomodi i prakticne podrske prilagodenom speci-
ficnim potrebama zemlje koja se Zeli pridruZiti Savezu®.
lako ne'podrazumijeva da ¢e zemlja biti zaista primlje-
na, sigurno je bio vazan poticaj za Hrvatsku. U okviru
MAP-a aspirantice potvrduju godisnje nacionalne pro-
grame (Annual National Programme — ANP) priprema
za eventualno buduce ¢lanstvo, $to ukljucuje politicke,
gospodarske, obrambene, resursne, sigurnosne/i/pfav—
ne aspekte. NATO-ova ekspertna tijela na sastancima
i radionicama aspiranticama daju politick€ i tehnicke
savjetesa-svake se godine-odiZavaju-sastanci aspiran-
tica sa svim ¢lanicama na razini Sjevernoatlantskog
vije¢a na kojima se prezentira i razmatra napredak
pojedine aspirantice. Prvi je ANP 2002./2003. Vlada
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The crucial component of the Planning and Review
Process were the Partnership Goals, which largely
pertained to the interoperability of the Croatian
Armed Forces with NATO forces. Upon the entry
to NATO the partnership goals were converted into
Capability Targets. In February 2001 NATO accept-
ed Croatia’s first Individual Partnership Programme
(IPP) for the year 2001, with a package of specific
activities in cooperation with NATO in which Croa-
tia wished to participate.

The transformation activities outlined in the IPP
included Command, Control and Communications
(C3), civil protection, democratic_control over the
Croatian Armed Farces, military exercises, defence
planning, defence budget, defence policy and Eng-
lish Language Programme. The transformation was
paralleled by downsizing of the Croatian Armed
Forces, in compliance with the strategic documents:
the National Security Strategy of the Republic of
Croatia and the Defence Strategy ofrthe Republic
of Croatia adopted by the Croati_arri' Parliament in
March 2002.

In May 2002 Croatia was iny,itéd to the Membership
Action Plan — NATO's programme of consultation,
assistance and practi€al support tailored to the
specific needs of the candidate country. It was not
a guarantee that the aspirant would be admitted,
it was a strong impetus for Croatia. The MAP en-
tails confirmation of annual national programmes
(ANPs); the preparation for possible future mem-
bership comprises political, economic, defence,
resources, and security and legal aspects. NATO's
expert bodies provide political and technical con-
sultation at meetings and workshops, and aspirants 4
attend annual meetings with the member nations””
in the North-Atlantic-Council format-to-assess-théir
progress.

The Croatian Govenrment adopted the first Annual
National Programme 2002-2003 in October 2002,

8) Vukadinovi¢, Radovan; Cehuli¢, Lidija; Lovri¢, Drago: NATO u medunarodnim odnosima, Fakultet politickih znanosti, Zagreb, 2006., str. 153. - 154.

9) Isto, str. 180.
10) http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natolive/topics_37356.htm (Pregledano 18. sijecnja 2016.)
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Svecanim podizanjem
zastave NATO-a ispred
zgrade Ministarstva obrane
RH u Zagrebu 7. travnja
2009. simboli¢no je obiljeZen
ulazak Republike Hrvatske u
¢lanstvo Saveza

The formal flag-hoisting
ceremony in front of the
Ministry of Defence (7 April
2009) to mark the accession
of te Republic of Croatia

to NATO

FOTO: DAVOR KIRIN
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RH usvajila u listopadu 2002. godine i time krenu-
la u prvi ciklus MAP-a. Drugi je (za 2003./2004.) pre-
dala u veljaci 2003, treci (2004./2005.) u listopadu
2004." Cetvrti (2005./2006.) u rujnu 2005, peti
(2006./2007.) u rujnu 2006.'% Sesti (2007./2008.) u
rujnu 2007.¢ a sedmi, zadnji, u rujnu 20087 U po-
vodu zavrSetka PARP ciklusa u sije¢nju 2008, istaknut
je zaklju¢ak NATO-ovih stru¢njaka kako je Hrvatska iz
perspektive obrambenog sustava spremna za clan-
stvo.’® Velik je udjel u toj spremnosti imalo sudjelova-
nje pripadnika OSRH u medunarodnim operacijama,
posebno ISAF-u u Afganistanu.

Sudjelovanjem u NATO-ovim vojnim operacijama Hrvatskoj raste ugled u svijetu,
ispunjava pritom svoje medunarodne odgovornosti u stabilizaciji opasnih kriznih Za-
rista iz kojih se prelijeva nestabilnost, razvija sposobne i ucinkovite OruZane snage u
skladu sa saveznickim te prenosi ste¢ena znanja. Jednak je slu¢aj sa sudjelovanjem
na medunarodnim vojnim vjeZbama, od kojih su neke bile organizirane na podru¢ju
Hrvatske. Uspje3ne su reforme na svim poljima dovele do toga da je na NATO-ovu
samitu u BukureStu od 2. do 4. travnja 2008. godine Savez uputio formalnu pozivni-
cu Republici Hrvatskoj da postane punopravna ¢lanica.'®

Uslijedilo je 9. srpnja te godine u Bruxellesu potpisi-
vanje Protokola o prosirenju Sjevernoatlantskog ugo-
vora na Republiku Hrvatsku. Time je ujedno poceo i
postupak ratifikacije Protokola u nacionalnim parla-
mentima c¢lanica NATO-a. Republika Hrvatska puno-
pravna je ¢lanica najmocnijeg vojno-politickog saveza
postala 1. travnja 2009. u Washingtonu, kad je u ime
RH tadasnja veleposlanica u SAD-u Kolinda Grabar-
Kitarovi¢ u State Departmentu poloZila nacionalni

instrument ratifikacije Sjevernoatlantskog ugovora.
Svojevrsna je promocija nase zemlje kao nove ¢lanice
NATO-a odrZana na samitu Saveza u Strasbourgu i
Kehlu 4. travnja 2009. godine 2°

Hrvatsku je kao novu punopravnu ¢lanicu ¢ekao bitan
korak: zavrSetak integracije u Savez koji je zahtijevao,
osim uloZenih, i daljnje znacajne napore i prilagodbe
u svim podru¢jima rada-u-ebrambenem sustavu. Puna
se integracija postiZze kad se ustroj i funkcioniranje
obrambenog ststava usklade i ugrade u NATO-ov su-
stav na svim razinama, a izobrazba i obuka postanu
potpuno kompatibilne s NATO-om. Nadalje, Hrvatska
je pocela sudjelovanje u NATO-ovu sustavu obram-
benog planiranja, u kojem su Ciljevi snaga i njihova
implementacija najvazniji dio jer se njima dugoroc-
no utvrduje doprinos koji Hrvatska moZe dati Savezu
svojim obrambenim sposobnostima. U 2008. usvojen
paket od 50 partnerskih ciljeva na Cije se ostvarenje
Republika Hrvatska obvezala tijekom iducih deset go-
dina, pretvoren je u paket Ciljeva snaga koji dugoroc-
no usmjerava razvoj sposobnosti Oruzanih snaga.®!
Republika Hrvatska kao nova ¢lanica i OruZane sna-
ge RH integraciju u NATO,zavr3ile su najbrze u po-
vijesti, Sto je potvrdeno 25. listopada 2012. godine.
Nacelnik GS OSRH general-pukovnik Drago Lovric i
zamjenik zapovjednika Saveznickog zapovjedniStva
za transformaciju (Allied Command Transformation
— ACT) poljski general zbora Mieczystaw Bieniek u
Zagrebu su svecano potpisali Deklaraciju o zavrSetku
integracijskog procesa OSRH u NATO strukture2 /"~

' 4

11) http://www.mvep.hr/hr/vanjska-politika/multilateralni-odnosi/organizacija-sjevernoatlantskog-saveza-(nato)/proces-prosirenja-/
12) Vukadinovi¢, Radovan; Cehuli¢, Lidija; Lovri¢, Drago: NATO u medunarodnim odnosima, Fakultet politickih znanosti, Zagreb, 2006., str. 160.

13) http://www.hrt.hr/arhiv/2004/10/18/HRTO004.html

14) Godi3nje izvjeS¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske, MORH, Zagreb, prosinac

2005., str. 12.

15) Godidnje izvjeS¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske s izvjeS¢em o stanju obram-

benih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj, MORH, Zagreb, oZujak 2007., str. 29.

16) Godisnje izvjeS¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske s izvjeS¢em o stanju obram-

benih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj, MORH, Zagreb, oZujak 2008, str. 25.

17) Godidnje izvjeS¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske za 2008. godinu, s izvjes¢em o
stanju obrambenih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj za 2008. godinu, MORH, Zagreb, oZujak 2009., str. 35.
18) Godisnje izvjes¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske s izvjeS¢em o stanju obram-

benih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj, MORH, Zagreb, oZujak 2008, str. 25.

19) http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/official_texts_8443.htm?selectedLocale=hr (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)

20) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Svjetska promocija Hrvatske kao nove €lanice NATO-a, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 235, 10. travnja 2009., str. 8. - 11.

21) Godi3nje izvjeS¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske za 2009. godinu, s izvjeS¢em o
stanju obrambenih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj za 2009. godinu, MORH, Zagreb, oZujak 2010., str. 41.

22) http://www.morh.hr/hr/vijesti-najave-i-priopcenja/priopcenja/5693-25102012osrh-su-integrirane-u-nato.html#foto
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and entered the first cycle of MAP. The second
ANP 2003-2004 was in February 2003, the third
(2004/2005) in October 2004, the forth (2005-
2006) in September 2005, the fifth (2006 -2007)
in September 2006, the sixth (2007-2008) in Sep-
tember 2007 and the seventh and the last one in
September 2008 respectively. On closing the PARP
cycle in Janu 008 NATO experts concluded
that in the defence aspect Croatia qualified for the
membership
The readiness was to a large extent conditioned by
the Croatian Armed Forces’ participation in interna-
tional operations, primarily in ISAF in Afghanistan.

The engagement in NATO-led operations earned
Croatia world reputation, and/fulfilled its interna-

tia was developing capa-
ed forces in compliance with
. The same is true for the partici-

whom were conducted in Croatia.

Thanks to the successful implementation of reforms
in all domains Croatia received a formal invitation to
join NATO at the Summit in Bucharest of 2-4 April
2008. The Accession Protocol for Croatia amending
the North Atlantic Treaty was signed in Brussels on
9 July 2008. This also marked the beginning of tl

est military alliance on 1 April 2009 in Washington,
as then Croatian Ambassador to the United States
Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovi¢ deposited the national in-
strument of ratification of the North Atlantic Treaty
in the State Department on behalf of the Republic
of Croatia. A promotion ceremony for our country
as a new member was held at the Summit held in
Strasbourg and Kehl on 4 April 2009.

As a new member Croatia had another essential
task - to complete integration into the Alliance,
which called for additional significant efforts and
adjustments in all domains of operation in the de-
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fence system. Full integration is achieved when the
structure and functioning of the defence system
are harmonised and integrated into NATO’s system
at all levels, and education and training become
fully compatible with NATO. Furthermore, Croatia
has begun to participate in NATO's defence plan-
ning system, with the strongest focus on Capability
Targets and their implementation e the long-term
contribution that Croatia can make to the Alliance’s
defense capabilities. The package of 50 partner-
ship goals adopted in 2008, to the achievement of

which the Republic of Croatia has committed itself
over the next ten years, has been transformed into
a package of Target Forces that directs the long-
term development of the capabilities of the Armed
Forces.

The Republic of Croatia, as a new member, and the
Croatian Armed Forces completed NATO integra-
tion the fastest of all, as confirmed on 25 October
2012. The Chief of the General Staff of the Croatian
Armed Forces, Lieutenant General Drago Lovric,
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Deklaracija o zavrSetku
integracijskog procesa OSRH
u NATO-ove strukture potpi-

sana je 25. listopada 2012.

Declaration on Completed
Integration of the Croatian
Armed Forces to NATO was
signed on 25 October 2012

FOTO: DAVOR KIRIN
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Republika Hrvatska od svojeg se ulaska u punopravno
¢lanstvo NATO saveza kontinuirano potvrduje kao pre-
dana i pouzdana ¢lanica. Aktivno sudjelujuci u rasprava-
ma medu saveznicama u sjedistu NATO-a u Bruxellesu,
kao i u svim odlukama koje one ondje donose konsen-
zusom, Hrvatska daje i vlastiti izravan doprinos proved-
bi NATO-ovih aktivnosti, a time i ostvarenju zajednickih
zadaca i ciljeva koje stoje pred Savezom. Od trenutka
pristupanja Savezu, Hrvatska sudjeluje u svim njego-
vim najvaznijim aktivnostima. Prije svega, potrebno je
istaknuti saveznictke operacije i misije u Afganistanu,
na Kosowuy, u Iraku, na Sredozemlju i u Libiji. Dajuci do-
prinos operacijama i misijama Saveza, Hrvatska ispu-
njava svoje medunarodne obveze u stabilizaciji kriznih
Zarista, razvija sposobnost vlastitih OruZanih snaga
te prenosi prethodno stecena znanja. Svjesna kako je
njezina odgovornost za vlastito susjedstvo ulaskom u
NATO dodatno porasla, Hrvatska se u okviru NATO-a
afirmirala kao jedan od najsnaznijih zagovaratelja nje-
gova daljnjeg proSirenja na prostor jugoistoka Europe.
Poseban naglasak stavljen je i na temu Zena, mira i
sigurnosti u kontekstu provedbe Rezolucije 1325 Vijeca
sigurnosti Ujedinjenih naroda na razini Saveza.

Hrvatske su postrojbe sudjelujuci u vojnim strukturama NATO-a dale doprinos ciljevima
saveza. Sudjelovale su u NATO-ovim Snagama za brzi odgovor (NATO Response Force
— NRF) - visokospremnim i tehnolo3ki naprednim multinacionalnim snagama koje ¢ine
kopnene, zracne, pomorske i specijalne postrojbe koje se mogu brzo rasporediti kamo
god je potrebno. U pocetnom je razdoblju Hrvatska sudjelovala s manjim snagama u
okviru “bazena snaga za odgovor” (Response Force Pool),?* a 2013. s vodom za dekonta-
minaciju iz sastava Bojne NBKO te vodom VP-a iz Pukovnije Vojne policije.24

NRF je za OSRH postao kontinuitet, primjerice,
2015. pripravna je bila 3. mehanizirana satnija 1.
mb Tigrovi Gardijske motorizirane brigade (GMTBR).
U namjenski organiziranim snagama OSRH za tu
godinu bila je i desetina za potporu te mobilni me-

dicinski tim, kao i dva Casnika za vezu, takoder iz
GMTBR-3a, te Nacionalni element potpore iz sastava
ZapovjedniStva za potporu.2® Sve su zastupljene hr-
vatske snage razvijene u skladu s NATO-ovim stan-
dardima, a kroz Ciljeve sposobnosti usuglasene sa
Savezom.

Hrvatske su snage tako krajem 2018. sudjelovale
na medunarodnoj vojnoj vjezbi Trident Juncture 18,
koja je provedena u cilju provjere interoperabilnosti
medunarodnih snaga u zdruZzenom djelovanju i NA-
TO-ovih sposobnosti povrata suvereniteta savezni-
ce nakon oruZane agresije te procjene i potvrde NA-
TO-ovih Snaga za odgovor 2019_(Response Force
2019 - NRF19). Na vjezbi je sudjelovalo 30 pripad-
nikar@SRHzajedno's ukupno 50 000 pripadnika oru-
Zanih snaga 31 zemlje: ¢lanica NATO-a i partner-
skih zemalja Finske i Svedske, uz 250 zrakoplova,
65 plovila, ukljucuju¢i americki nosa¢ aviona Harry
S. Truman i oko 10 000 motornih vozila.2¢ Godinu
kasnije vojna vjezba Odlu¢an odgovor 19 potvrdi-
la je borbenu spremnost Zapovjednistva specijalnih
snaga za sudjelovanje u e-NRF 2020, kao i uspjesnu
implementaciju NATO-ovih Ciljeva sposobnosti spe-
cijalnih snaga.’

Krajem oZujka 2074 prva je hrvatska postroj-
ba postala dio strukture NATO-ovih snaga. Bio
je to Nacionalni razmjestivi komunikacijski mo-
dul (DCM), specijalisticka postrojba veze (razine
satnije) koja cini okosnicu NATO-ova operativ-
nog komunikacijskog sustava za zapovijedanje
tijekom operacija Saveza. Zada¢a mu je bila
osigurati komunikacije operativnog zapovjednog
mjesta prema strateskom zapovjedniku te prema
neposredno podredenim zapovjednicima u ope-
raciji pod vodstvom Saveza. Hrvatski DCM tako
je ustrojen u Hrvatskoj kopnenoj vojsci, u 2. bojni
Pukovnije veze.28

23) Godi3nje izvjeSce o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske za 2011. godinu, s izvjes¢em o
stanju obrambenih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj za 2011. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 2012., str. 20.

24) Godi3nje izvjeS¢e o obrani za 2013. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, travanj 2014.

, str. 20.

25) http://www.morh.hr/hr/vijesti-najave-i-priopcenja/vijesti/9889-u-slunju-odrzana-vjezba-spremnost.html (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)
26) https://www.morh.hr/zavrsila-vjezba-trident-juncture-18-u-norveskoj/ (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)

27) https://www.morh.hr/zapovjednistvo-specijalnih-snaga-provelo-vjezbu-odlucan-odgovor-19/

28) http://www.morh.hr/hr/vijesti-najave-i-priopcenja/priopcenja/9341-primopredaja-zastave-hrv-dcm-u-31032014.html (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)
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and the Deputy Commander of the Allied Command
Transformation (ACT), General Mieczystaw Bieniek
(POL), in Zagreb, formally signed the Declaration on
the Completion of the CAF Integration Process into
NATO Structures.

Since its entry the Republic of Croatia has con-
tinuosly affirmed itself as a commited and reliable
member.

Taking an active part in discussions among the
member nations in NATO Headquarters in Brussels
and in the consensus decision making, Croatia pro-
vides a direct contribution to the achievement of
common tasks.and goals set by the Alliance.

Ever since jofning NATO, Croatia has taken part in
all most important activities, primarily in NATO-led
operations and missions in Afghanistan, in Kosovo,
in Irag, in the Mediterranean and in Libya.

Through its contribution to NATO operations and
missions Croatia has fulfilled its international com-
mitments related to the stabilisation of the world
crisis spots, developed its agmed forces’ capabilities
and passes on the acquiréd expertise.

Fully aware of its ing eased responsibility for the
neighbourhood upef the entry to NATO Croatia,
Croatia affirmeg fitself as one of the strongest ad-
vocates of further enlargement of NATO to south-
east Europe. With respect to the implementation of
the UN Security Council Resolution 1325, the Alli-
ance has placed a greater emphasis on the topic of
women, peace and security.

The Croatian Armed Forces contributed to NATO

goals by participating in NATO’s military struc-
tures. They have taken part in NATO's Resp0n§?«¢

Force (NRF) - a 'top-prepared and technq}déi—
cally advanced multi-national force comp‘gg"éléd of
groundsair-navakand speciakforces-quickly deploy-
able wherever necessary. Initially Croatia declared
small forces within the “Response Force Pool’, and
in 2013 it expanded with a NBC Decontamination
Platoon of the NBC Protection Battalion and the
Military Police Battalion of the Military Police Regi-
ment. The Croatian Armed Forces continued their
engagement in the NRF, placing the 3rd Mecha-
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nised Company of the 1st Motorised Battalion “Ti-
grovi® of the Guards Motorised Brigade on standby
in 2015, reinforced by a support squad, a mobile
medical team, two liaison officers (manned from
the Guards Motorised Brigade), and a National Sup-
port Element of the Support Command. All declared
Croatian forces were trained in compliance with
NATO standards, and through the Capability Tar-
gets harmonised with NATO's.

In late 2018 the Croatian forces took part in the
international military exercise “Trident Juncture 18,
conducted with the purpose of testing interopera-
bility of international forces in a joint operation and
testing NATO'’s ability to restore the sovereignty of
a member nation following an armed aggression
and also to evaluate and affirm NATO Response
Force 2019 (NRF19).

The exercise engaged 30 members of the Croatian Armed Forces, alongside 50,000
members of the armed forces of 31 countries (NATO member nations and partner
countries Finland and Sweden, with 250 aircraft, 65 vessels, including the U.S. carri-
er Harry S. Truman and about 10,000 motor vehicles In 2019 the Exercise “Resolute
Response 19 confirmed the combat readiness of the Special Forces Command to
participate in the e-NRF 2020, as well as the successful implementation of NATO's
Special Forces Capability Targets.

In late March 2014 the first Croatian unit became
integrated into NATO force structure. It was the Na-
tional Deployable Communication Module (DCM), a
specialist liaison unit (company level) that consti-
tutes the mainstay of NATO'’s operational commu-
nications command system in Alliance operations.
The DCM’s task was to secure communications of
operational command posts towards the strate-
gic commander and towards directly subordinat-
ed commanders in NATO-led operation under the
leadership of the Alliance. The Croatian DCM was
established within the 2nd Battalion of the Liaison
Regiment of the Croatian Army.

In response to the deteriorating security situation
in the immediate vicinity along the Alliance’s bor-
ders, during the summit held in Warsaw in July 2016
the Allies adopted a series of decisions aimed at
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Pripadnici Razmjestivog komunikacijskog modula
(Deployable Communication Module — DCM) pruZaju
komunikacijsko-informaticku potporu postrojbama
i zapovjednistvima NATO-ove misije

The members of the Deployable Communication Module
(DCM) provide the communication and IT support to the
units and commands of NATO-led mission
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Kao odgovor na pogorsano sigurnosno stanje u neposrednom susjedstvu Uz same grani-
ce Saveza, tijekom NATO-ova samita u Var3avi u srpnju 2016. saveznice su usvojile niz
odluka u cilju jac¢anja odvracanja te obrane Saveza. Konkretna implementacija jacanja
prednje prisutnosti provedena je kroz razmjeStanje ukupno Cetiri borbene grupe save-
znickih snaga u zemljama u istofnom dijelu Saveza - Litvi, Latviji, Estoniji i Poljskoj.
Borbene grupe sastavljene su od multinacionalnih saveznickih snaga, a OruZane snage
RH ukljucene su od listopada 2017. u Borbenoj grupi u Poljskoj s bitnicom samohodnih
viSecijevnih lansera raketa 122 mm Vulkan. Po€etkom prosinca 2017. upucen je u Litvu 1.
hrvatski kontingent eFPBG-DEU (Litva) sa 182 pripadnika (12 ¢asnika, 41 docasnik i 129
vojnika), i s do 20 borbenih oklopnih vozila, uklju€ujuci i potporne logisticke elemente.?®
Ukratko, Republika Hrvatska je, prosavsi dug i zahtjevan put do punopravnog ¢lanstva, da-
nas etablirana, odgovorna i pouzdana ¢lanica NATO-a, koja je svoje mjesto u najmocnijem
vojnom savezu uvelike zasluZila zahvaljuju¢i pripadnicima OSRH. Stovige, danas je nasa
zemlja vaZan ¢imbenik sigurnosti u jugoistocnoj Europi i ima vodec¢u ulogu u pribliZzavanju
tog podrucja modernoj ujedinjenoj Europi i transatlantskoj obitelji.

FOTO: MLADEN COBANOVIC

strengthening the deterrence and defence of the Alliance. The enhanced forward pres-
ence was implemented through the deployment of a total of four Allied battlegroups
to the countries of the eastern flank of the Alliance - Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and Po-
land. The battlegroups are composed of multinational allied forces, which the Croatian
Armed Forces joined in October 2017, with a 122-mm self-propelled Vulkan MLRS bat-
tery within the Poland-based Battlegroup. Early December 2017 saw the deployment of
the 182-member 1st Croatian Contingent (HRVCON) to the EFPBG-DEU (Lithuania) (12
officers, 41 NCOs and 129 enlisted soldiers), and with 20 armoured combat vehicles and
with logistic support elements.

Briefly, the Republic of Croatia, having crossed a long and demanding path towards
full membership, is today a proven, responsible and reliable member of NATO, which
has earned its place within the strongest political and military alliance which has been
facilitated by the participation of the Croatian Armed Forces. Furthermore, our country
is today an important factor of security in southeast Europe and has a leading role in
bringing the area closer to a modern united Europe and the transatlantic family.

29) https://www.morh.hr/nato-aktivnost-ojacane-prednje-prisutnost-enhanced-forward-presence-efp/ (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)
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PRISTUPANJE EUROPSKOJ UNLJI

Europska unija jedinstveno je gospodarsko i politicko
partnerstvo 28 zemalja koje zajedno pokrivaju velik
dio kontinenta. Temelji se na vladavini prava: njezi-
no sveukupno djelovanje temelji se na ugovorima
o kojima su dobrovoljno i demokratski odlucile sve
¢lanice. Tim su obvezuju¢im dokumentima utvrdeni
cilievi EU-a u brojnim podru¢jima djelovanja.
Medu tim su podru¢jima i mir i sigurnost, koji su
obuhvaceni Vanjskom i sigurnosnom politikom EU-a.
Europska unija nema stalnu vojsku.

U skladu sa svojom Zajednickom sigurnosnom i obrambenom politikom (ZSOP)
oslanja se na ad hoc snage ¢lanica u sljede¢im podru¢jima: zajednicke operacije
razoruZavanja, humanitarne zadace i zadace spaSavanja, vojno savjetovanje i
pruZanje pomoci, sprecavanje sukoba i o€uvanje mira, upravljanje krizama, npr. us-
postava mira i stabilizacija nakon sukoba. Europska unija provela je od 2003. tride-
setak civilnih misija i vojnih operacija na tri kontinenta. Sve su te misije i operacije
bile odgovor na krize: izgradnja mira u Indoneziji nakon cunamija, zastita izbjeglica
u Maliju i Srednjoafrickoj Republici te borba protiv piratstva u Somaliji i na podru¢ju
Africkog roga. Europska unija danas igra vaznu ulogu kao pruZatelj sigurnosti. Od
sije¢nja 2007. moZe provoditi operacije brzog odgovora s dvije paralelne zasebne
borbene grupe od kojih svaku ¢ini 1500 pripadnika. Prema potrebi dvije se operacije
mogu pokrenuti gotovo istodobno. Odluke o slanju borbenih grupa donose nacio-
nalni ministri zemalja ¢lanica koji se sastaju u Vijecu Europske unije.

Republika Hrvatska postala je punopravna ¢lanica
EU-a 1. srpnja 2013, takoder nakon dugog pristup-
nog procesa. Odnosi izmedu RH i Unije pocinju se
razvijati medunarodnim priznanjem Hrvatske kao ne-
ovisne i suverene drZave 15. sijenja 1992. godine.
Prvi se sluzbeni korak u institucionalizaciji odnosa
dogodio 29. listopada 2001. potpisivanjem Spora-
zuma o stabilizaciji i pridruZivanju izmedu Republike
Hrvatske, s jedne strane, i Europskih zajednica i nji-
hovih €lanica, s druge strane, koji je stupio na snagu

1. veljage 2005. godine. Zahtjev za ¢lanstvo nasa je
zemlja podnijela 21. veljace 2003, a 18. lipnja 2004.
dobila je status sluzbenog kandidata za punopravno
¢lanstvo u EU-u. Pregovori o pristupanju formalno su
poceli 3. listopada 2005, a zakljuceni su 30. lipnja
2011. godine.* Na OSRH se, prije svega, odnosilo 31.
poglavlje pregovora: Vanjska, sigurnosna i obrambena
politika. Poglavlje je otvoreno za pregovore 30. lipnja
2010. i zaklju¢eno vrlo brzo, 22. prosinca te godine.*!
Reforme koje je hrvatski obrambeni sustav, ukljucujuci
OSRH, provodio u cilju €lanstva u NATO-u odgovarale
su istodobno i standardima Europske unije.

Dvije organizacije dijele_jednake_vrijednosti i stra-
teske interese, a 22 su zemlje ¢lanice i EU-a i NA-
TFO=a=Odnos-Ed=a'i NATO-a formaliziran je u pro-
sincu 2002. potpisivanjem NATO-EU Deklaracije o
europskoj sigurnosti i obrambenoj politici*? Hrvat-
ska danas ima jedinstveno vojno predstavnistvo pri
NATO-u i EU-u.

Republika Hrvatska se u listopadu 2008. slanjem
izvidni¢kog tima od 15 pripadnika OSRH u operaciju
u Cadu i Srednjoafrickoj Republici (EUFOR Tchad/
RCA) prvi put ukljucila u vojne operacije EU-a.3® Tim
je sudjelovanjem, kao i na primjeru NATO-a i ISAF-a,
Hrvatska u vojnom smislt pocela pridonositi Europ-
skoj sigurnosnoj i obrambenoj politici kao da je vec
punopravna ¢lanica. U prvom je dijelu 2071. u stanju
pripravnosti u okviru Borbene grupe EU-a (Nordij-
ske) prvi put bio i hrvatski kontingent s 20 pripad-
nika OSRH i dva helikoptera.* Oruzane snage RH
nastavile su angazman svojih pripadnika u EUBG
2016/1l u jednakoj brojéanoj velicini kao i 2012,
kad je fokus takoder bio na kopnenim postrojbama.
Unutar te borbene grupe OruZane snage dava- y
le su mehaniziranu satniju pjesastva na borbeninj,-""

vozilima-Patria, desetinu-za pretovar tereta, deseti-
nu za skladistenje goriva, vod za opcu inZenjerijsku

30) http://www.mvep.hr/custompages/static/hrv/files/pregovori/lzvjesce_o_vodjenim_pregovorima.pdf (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)

31) Isto, str. 123. - 124.

32) http://www.nato.int/cps/en/natohq/topics_49217.htm (Pregledano 27. sije¢nja 2016.)

33) Godisnje izvjeS¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske za 2008. godinu, s izvjeS¢em o
stanju obrambenih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj za 2008. godinu, MORH, Zagreb, oZujak 2009., str. 34.
34) http://www.morh.hr/hr/vijesti-najave-i-priopcenja/priopcenja/3334-dravni-tajnik-imunovi-sa-zapovjednikom-nordijske-borbene-skupine-13062011.html (Pregledano 27.

sijenja 2016.)
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ACCESSION TO THE EUROPEAN
UNION

The European Union is a unique economic and po-
litical partnership of 28 countries, which covers a
large part of the continent. The partnership is based
on the rule of law: the overall operation derives from
the treaties agreed upon by the member countries
expressing their will and on democratic principles.
The binding documents define the goals of the Eu-
ropean Union in various domains. The domains in-
clude peace and security, regulated by the Foreign
and Security Policy. The _European Union has no
standing armped forces.

In accordance with its Common Security and De-
fence Policy (CSDP) the European Union relies on
ad hoc forces of the member countries in the fol-
lowing domains: joint operations, disarmament,
humanitarian tasks and search-and-rescue tasks,
military advisory and assistapce, conflict preven-
tion and peace protection, crisis management
(peacebuilding and post-conflict stabilisation).
Since 2003 the Eurgpean Union has conducted
some 30 civiliangmissions and military opera-
tions in three géntinents, all of which were crisis
response opeérations: peacebuilding mission in
Indonesia following the tsunami, protecting the
refugees in Mali and the Central African Republic
and combating piracy in Somalia and in the Horn
of Africa.

Today the European Union is an important security
provider. As of January 2007, it is capable of con-
ducting rapid response operations with two twe
Battlegroups, each composed of 1,500 persopfel.
The EU can undertake simultaneously two Battle-
group=size-operations as-necessary=lhesdecisions
on the deployment of the Battlegroups are made
by the member states in the Council of the Euro-
pean Union.

The Republic of Croatia became a full member of
the EU on 1 July 2013, concluding a long accession
process. The relations between the Republic of
Croatia and the European Union were on upward
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Republika Hrvatska postala
je punopravna ¢lanica
EU-a 1. srpnja 2013.

Government of the
Republic of Croatia
became a full EU
member on 1 July 2013.

FOTO: VLADA RH



potporu, desetinu za logisticku potporu, stoZerno osoblje na svim razinama te Nacionalni
element potpore.3®

Republika Hrvatska dosad je sudjelovala u pet borbenih grupa Europske unije. Prvi je put sudje-
lovala u prvoj polovini 2011. u borbenoj grupi EU-a pod vodstvom Svedske. Nakon toga, 2012.
i 2016. sudjelovala je u borbenim grupama pod vodstvom Njemacke, a 2017. u borbenoj grupi
pod vodstvom ltalije. Nakon 3to je Hrvatska u drugoj polovini 2019. sudjelovala u borbenoj
grupi pod vodstvom Poljske, od 1. srpnja 2020. pocelo je Sestomjesecno hrvatsko stanje pri-
pravnosti u Borbenoj grupi Europske unije (EUBG 2020-2) pod vodstvom Njemacke?.
Koncept borbenih grupa EU-a (EUBG), koje na bazi rotacije Cine postrojbe vise zemalja,
daje Uniji sposobnosti brzog vojnog odgovora na krize uzimajuéi u obzir veli¢inu i spo-
sobnosti postrojbi koje su u stanju pripravnosti. Nadalje, pomaZe vojskama i zemljama da
razviju sposobnosti, interoperabilnost i pomognu transformaciji oruZanih snaga u ekspe-
dicijsku konfiguraciju kojom mogu vrsiti ubrzana razmjestanja i operacije. Sposobne su
za samostalne operacije ili pocetne faze vecih operacija, posjeduju viSe vrsta naoruZanja,
a bazirane su na veli¢ini bojne ojacane elementima potpore. U osnovi, ali ovisno o misiji,
imaju oko 1500 pripadnika.3?

trend after Croatia gained international recognition as an independent and sovereign
state on 15 January 1992. The first official step towards formalisation of relations
was undertaken on 29 October 2001 with the conclusion of the Stabilisation and As-
sociation Agreement between the Republic of Croatia and the European Communities
and member states members, which entered into force on 1 February 2005. Croatia
submitted the application for the EU membership on 21 February 2003 and on 18 June
2004 received the official EU candidate status.

The accession negotiations formally commenced on 3 October 2005, and were con-
cluded on 30 June 2011. The Croatian Armed Forces were covered in the Chapter 31:
“Foreign, Security and Defence Policy®, which was opened on 30 June 2010 and con-
cluded within a short period (on 22 December 2010).

35) Godi3nje izvjeSce o obrani za 2014. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, travanj 2015., str. 62.
36) https://www.morh.hr/hrvatska-vojska-u-borbenoj-skupini-eu-pod-vodstvom-njemacke/
37) https://www.consilium.europa.eu/uedocs/cms_data/docs/pressdata/en/esdp/91624.pdf (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)

U prvoj polovini 2011. prvi je put u stanju
pripravnosti u okviru Borbene grupe EU-a
(tzv. Nordijske) bio i hrvatski kontingent s
20 pripadnika OSRH i dvama helikopterima.
Na fotografiji su Svedski i hrvatski vojnici
na vjehi u Svedskoj

In the first half of 2011 a Croatian
20-member contingent (with two helicop-
ters) was stand-by for the first time within
the Nordic EU Battlegroup. The photo de-
picts the Croatian and the Swedish soldiers
during an exercise conducted in Sweden
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U svrhu razvoja zajednickih obrambenih sposob-
nosti, Hrvatska s drugim ¢lanicama EU-a (Austrija,
Cegka, Madarska, Slovatka, Slovenija) sudjeluje u
multinacionalnim programima Pooling & Sharing,
¢ija je namjera da se udruZivanjem i razmjenom
sposobnosti pridonese odrZanju, ojacanju i daljnjem
specijaliziranju obrambenih sposobnosti.3®

Republika Hrvatska sudjelovala je 2012. u Cetiri projekta, pri ¢emu je preuzela
vodecu ulogu u obuci pilota (u suradnji s Ceskom) te u obunim tecajevima za
specijalne operacije (zajedno s Austrijom).?® Od ulaska u EU na3oj se zemlji otvo-
rilo i ¢lanstvo u Europskoj obrambenoj agenciji (European Defence Agency — EDA),
osnovanoj s ciljem koordinacije medu_¢lanicama,_posebno u nastojanjima za
poboljsanje postojecih obrambenih kapaciteta te radi snaZenja europske vojne
suradnje i podrske=ukuprem=razveju=Europske sigurnosne i obrambene politike
(European Security and Defence Policy — ESDP). Misija Europske obrambene
agencije jest poboljSanje obrambene sposobnosti EU-a, promicanje koordinacije
sustava naoruZanja medu ¢lanicama, stvaranje konkurentnog obrambenog trzZista
na razini EU-a te poticanje istraZivackog rada u obrambene svrhe.

Sto se ti¢e medunarodnih operacija pod ingerencijom
EU-a, pripadnici OSRH su u skladu s Odlukom Hrvat-
skog sabora od 3. travnja 2009. sudjelovali u operaciji
EU NAVFOR Somalia — ATALANTA? ¢iji je cilj preven-
cija piratstva U vodama oko Africkog roga. S krajem
2014. sudjelovanje se povecalo upucivanjem u opera-
ciju 12 pripadnika prvog hrvatskog autonomnog tima
za zastitu broda (Autonomous Vessel Protection De-
tachment — AVRD). Njegova je zadaca bila zastita bro-
da koji u sklopu Svjetskog programa za hranu (World
Food Programme — WFP) prevozi i dostavlja humanitar-
nu pomo¢.# Tre¢i hrvatski AVPD tim zavrsio je misijf’u
prosincu 2018, a Cetvrti se nakon uspjesno proyedénih
zadaca vratio u studenom 2020. u Hrvatsku./

Tijekom ljeta 2015. brod Hrvatske ratne” mornarice
‘Andrija-MohoroviCi¢” upuéensje-uEl=evli humanitarnu
operaciju spasavanja izbjeglica Triton na Sredozemlju.

THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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The reforms carried out by the Croatian defence
system, including the Croatian Armed Forces, aimed
at obtaining NATO membership were complemen-
tary with the European Union standards.

The two organisations share common values and
strategic interests, and 22 countries belong to both
EU and NATO. The EU — NATO relations were for-
malised in December 2002 with the conclusion of
NATO-EU Declaration of European Security and De-
fence Policy. Today, Croatia has a dual-hatted Mili-
tary Representation to NATO and the EU.

In October 2008, the Republic of Croatia joined the
EU military operations_for the first.time by sending
a reconnaissance téam of 15 CAF members to the
operation in Chad and the Central African Republic
(EUFOR Tchad / RCA).

As was the case with NATO and ISAF, Croatia’s mili-
tary contribution to the European security and de-
fence policy commenced even before becoming a
member. In the first half of 2011, the Cgoatian contin-
gent with 20 members of the Croatia’h Armed Forces
and two helicopters was on stafidby within the EU
Battle Group (Nordic) for the"ﬁrst time. The Croa-
tian Armed Forces continyed the engagement in the
EUBG 2016/ Il in the safme size as in 2012, when the
focus was on the gpéund forces. Within that Battle-
group the Croatian Armed Forces provided a mecha-
nised infantry company with Patria AMVs, a cargo
detachment, a fuel handling detachment, a general
engineer support platoon, a logistical support squad,
staff personnel and a National Support Element.

The Republic of Croatia has so far participated in
five EU Battlegroups. The first engagement was in
the first half of 2011 in Sweden-led EU Battlegroup,
followed by the participation in the Germany-led Bats”
tlegroup in-2032-and-2036, and in-the-ltaly-led-B4t-
tlegroup in 2017. After Croatia participated in the

38) Godisdnje izvjeSce o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske za 2011. godinu, s izvjeS¢em o
stanju obrambenih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj za 2011. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 2012., str. 45.

39) Godisnje izvjeS¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske za 2012. godinu, s izvjeS¢em o
stanju obrambenih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj za 2012. godinu, MORH, Zagreb, 28. svibnja 2013, str. 59.

40) https://www.hrvatski-vojnik.hr/2015-05-22-10-59-20/novosti-iz-osrh/item/1534-odlazak-casnika-u-pomorsku-operaciju-atalanta.html (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)

41) Puljizevi¢, Lada: AVPD tim vratio se iz Cetveromjesecne misije, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 472., 24. travnja 2015,, str. 6. - 8.
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U sklopu NATO-ova koncepta Pametne obrane u Hrvatskoj
je najistaknutiji te€aj zajednicke obuke hrvatskih, €eskih i
madarskih savjetodavnih zrakoplovnih timova koji mento-
riraju helikopterske eskadrile RZ-a Afganistana

The highest visibility project within Smart Defence concept
in Croatia was the joint pre-deployment training of the
Croatian, the Czech and the Hungarian air advisory teams
mentoring the members of the helicopter squadrons of the
Afghanistan Air Force

FOTO: DAVOR KIRIN
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Za uspjesan rad i odlicne postignute rezultate
prvi hrvatski AVPD tim nekoliko je puta pohvalilo
nadredeno zapovjedniStvo

The 1st Croatian AVPD Team repeatedly received
commendations from the superior command

[
1- 30 GODINA ORUZANIH SNAGA REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE 30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES



U tri je mjeseca posada broda, koju je €inilo 49 pripadnika OruZanih snaga RH i pet pripadnika
Granic¢ne policije, spasila vise od dvije i pol tisu¢e migranata.*?

Operacija EU NAVFOR MED Sophia pokrenuta je 22. lipnja 2015. kao dio sveobuhvatnog
pristupa Europske unije rjeSavanju pitanja migracija. Multinacionalne snage u operaciji
nadziru podrugje juznog dijela srediSnjeg Sredozemlja s primarnom zada¢om provedbe
pojacanog nadzora te onemogucavanja krijumcara migranata i trgovaca ljudima. Snage
u okviru operacije provode i brojne druge zadace, kao Sto su osposobljavanje Libijske
Obalne straZe i mornarice, prac¢enje njezine dugoro¢ne ucinkovitosti te pomo¢ proved-
bi UN-ova embarga na oruZje na otvorenom moru uz obalu Libije. Republika Hrvatska
u operaciju se ukljucila u rujnu 2017. i to upucujuci Casnike u redovitim rotacijama u
Zapovjednistvo snaga ili na zapovjedni brod u podru¢ju operacije, te provedbom ronilacke
obuke za pripadnike Libijske Obalne straZe i mornarice u vojarni “Admiral flote Sveto
Letica-Barba” u Splitu. Petotjedna obuka organizirana kroz devet modula provodi se kao
dio operacije, a na taj nacin Hrvatska povecava svoj doprinos zajedni¢kim naporima Eu-
ropske unije kojima se nastoji pridonijeti jacanju kapaciteta libijskih institucija, njihovoj
funkcionalnosti i samostalnosti te stvaranju sigurnijeg okruZenja na Sredozemlju.

FOTOARTHIVA 1. AVPD-a

Polish-led battle group in the second half of 2019, a six-month Croatian standby period in
the European Union-led Battle Group (EUBG 2020-2) began on 1 July 2020.

The concept of EU Battlegroups (EUBGs) features two Battlegroups composed of multi-
national forces always on 6-month standby period on a rotational basis, and enables the
EU to respond swiftly to crises, taking into account the size and capabilities of the troops
on the standby. It also enables the armed forces and the countries to develop capabilities,
interoperability and to transform the armed forces into an expeditionary configuration that
can perform accelerated deployments and operations. They are capable of stand-alone op-
erations or the initial stages of larger operations, possess several types of weapons, and are
based on the size of the battalion reinforced with support elements. Basically, but depending
on the mission, they have about 1,500 members.

For the purpose of building joint defence capabilities Croatia and other EU members (Austria,
the Czech Republic, Hungary, Slovakia, Slovenia) take part in Pooling & Sharing multinational
activities, aimed at sustaining, strenghtening and further specialisation of defence capa-
bilities. The Republic of Croatia has been engaged in four projects since 2012, and offered

42) https://www.hrvatski-vojnik.hr/2015-05-22-10-59-20/novosti-iz-osrh/item/1309-posada-broda-andrija-mohorovicic-vratila-se-iz-
operacije-triton.html (Autor: Petra Kostanjsak, Pregledano 28. sije¢nja 2016.)
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Hrvatska vojska sudjeluje u borbenim grupama
Europske unije (Eiropean Union Battle Group),

koje na bazi rotacije €ine postrojbe viSe zemalja

T~
The Croatian Armed‘Forces have taken part in the
EU battlegroups, composed from the units of
various nations on afotational basis

-

0STALE MEBUNARODNE
ORGANIZACIJE

Osim u okviru NATO-a i EU-a, pripadnici OSRH
pridonose hrvatskom sudjelovanju i u drugim
medunarodnim organizacijama te sporazumima,
ugovorima i konvencijama. Prije svega, potrebno
je istaknuti Ujedinjene narode (United Nations -
UN) i mirovne misije pod njihovim mandatom, u
kojima kontinuirano sudjeluju od 1999. godine.**
Hrvatska je od 1992. punopravna ¢lanica Orga-
nizacije za europsku.sigurnost isuradnju (OESS),
osnovane 1975. s ciljem bolje suradnje u vezi s

pitanjima=sigurnosti u Europi. U okviru Stalne
misije Republike Hrvatske pri OESS-u, UN-u i
medunarodnim organizacijama u Becu djeluje
i vojni predstavnik, a najceSc¢e aktivnosti u ko-
jima su zastupljeni pripadnici OSRH odnose se
na sporazume o nadzoru naoruZanja (primjerice
Becki dokument) i Forum za sigurnosnu suradnju
OESS-a.44

Vrijedi spomenuti i SEDM (South-Eastern Europe-
an Defence Ministerial), tj. inicijativu koja okuplja
ministre obrane zemalja jUgoistocne Europe, ali
i drugih zemalja, s ciljem jaCanja medunarodne
suradnje u podrugju obrane. Nasa je zemlja po-
stala punopravna ¢lanica SEDM-a krajem 2000.
godine. Najkonkretnija je inicijativa SEDM-a,
u kojoj od pocetka sudjeluju Oruzane snage
RH, racunalno podrZzana simulacijska vjezba
SEESIM (Southeastern Europe Simulation Net-
work Computer Assisted Exercise), koja uglavnom
podrazumijeva  scenarije  medunarodnog i

meduresornog odgovora na krizne situacije izaz
vane-nrirodnim.i/ili |i||r|r|/im f i 45

43) V. 4. poglavlje U sluzbi mira

44) )akop, Zdravko: Medunarodnom suradnjom u NATO i EU, Ministarstvo obrane
Republike Hrvatske, Glavni stoZer OruZanih snaga Republike Hrvatske, Hrvat-
sko vojno uciliste “Petar Zrinski”, Zagreb, 2013, str. 94. - 96.

45) http://www.morh.hr/hr/vijesti-najave-i-priopcenja/priopcenja/10429-na-hvu-

predstavljena-simulacijska-vjezba-seesim-14.html (Pregledano 29. sije¢nja 2016.)

30 GODINA ORUZANIH SNAGA REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE




to lead Multinational Aviation Training Centre (a joint
project with the Czech Republic), as well as special op-
erations training courses (a joint project with Austria).
Since the entry to the EU, Croatia was also admitted
to the European Defence Agency — EDA), established
to coordinate the member countries, particularly with
their efforts to strengthen the existing defence ca-
pacities and to underpin the development of the Euro-
pean Security and Defence Policy — ESDP).

The mission of the European Defence Agency is to
support the development of defence capabilities
and military cooperation among the European Union
member states, to_stimulate_defence Research and
Technology (R&T) and strengthen the European de-
fence cooperation.

Regarding the EU-led international operations, under
the decision of the Croatian Parliament dated 3 April
2009 members of the Croatian Armed Forces have
taken part in the Operation EU NAVFOR Somalia -
ATALANTA, launched to deter,gprevent and repress
acts of piracy and armed rob_ ry off the Somali coast.
In late 2014 the engagefment was increased with
the deployment of the, 2-member Autonomous Ves-
a¢hment (AVPD). The AVPD team
is tasked with pp Stection of ships that transport and
deliver humanftarian aid within the World Food Pro-
gramme (WEP). The 3rd AVPD Team concluded its
term in u 2018, and. the 4th AVPD Team returned to
Croatia after the successful term in November 2020.
During the summer of 2015, the Croatian Navy train-
ing ship “Andrija Mohorovi¢i¢” was dispatched to

the EU-led refugee rescue operation “Triton” in the .‘/.;;»‘/'”‘:/
Mediterranean. In the three month-period the Ship; s

crew (manned by 49 members of the Croatian Armed
Forces and five members of the Border POI|g€7 res-
cued-more-than2,500 migrants:

The Operation EU NAVFOR MED Sophia was Iaunched
on 22 June 2015 as part of the European Union's
comprehensive approach to migrations. The multi-
national forces engaged in the Operation monitoring
the area of the southern central Mediterranean, as-
signed primarily with enhanced surveillance and pre-
venting migrant traffickers. The forces also carry out

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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a number of other tasks, such as training the Libyan
Coast Guard and Navy, the surveying of its long-term
effeciency and assistance with the implementation of
the UN arms embargo on the open sea off the Libyan
coast. The Republic of Croatia joined the Operation in
September 2017, by seconding officers to the Force
Command or to the command ship in the area of the
operations on a rotational basis, and by administer-
ing diving training for members of the Libyan Coast
Guard and Navy in the Barracks “Admiral Flote Sveto
Letica-Barba” in Split. The 5-week training comprises
nine modules, and is administered as a part of the
operation, and adds to Croatia’s contribution to the
European Union's joint efforts to strengthen Libyan
institutions’ capacities, efficiency and independence,
and create a safer environment in the Mediterranean.

OTHER INTERNATIONAL ORGANISATIONS

In addition to NATO and the EU, members of the Croatian Armed Forces have contributed
to the Croatian participation in other international organisations and agreements, trea-
ties and conventions. It primarily applies to the United Nations and the UN-led peace-
keeping missions, where Croatia has taken part continuously since 1999.
Croatia has been a member of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe
(OSCE) since 1992. The OSCE was established in 1975 with the aim of stronger co-oper-
ation on security issues in Europe. Croatia has designated a military representative to the
Permanent Mission to the OSCE, the UN and other international organisation headquar-
tered in Vienna, and the Croatian Armed Forces members mostly take part in the arms
control activities (under the Vienna Document) and the Forum for Security Cooperation.

A valuable initiative has been the South-Eastern Eu-
ropean Defence Ministerial (SEDM), which gathers
defence ministers of the southeast Europe but other
countries as well, with the aim of strengthening the
international defence co-operation. Croatia joined the
SEDM member nation in late 2000.. The SEDM’s most
visible intiative was the Southeastern Europe Simu-
lation Network Computer Assisted Exercise (SEESIM)
exercise, featuring the scenarios of international and
interdepartmental response to natural of man-made
disasters, where Croatia took part since the beginning.

137
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Misija u Cadu i Srednjoafritkoj
Republici (EUFOR Tchad/RCA), bila je
prva EU-ova mirovna misija u kojoj je
nasa zemlja dala svoj vojni doprinos . “;‘__'

The mission in Chad and the Republic
of Central Africa (EUFOR Tchad/RCA)
was the first EU-led peace operation
with the Croatian military contribution
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Americko-jadransku povelju (tj. inicijativu A-3, poslije A-5) potpisali su 2. svibnja 2003. pred-
stavnici SAD-a, Hrvatske, Albanije i Makedonije, a 2008. pridruZila se Bosna i Hercegovina
i Crna Gora. Nije bila potpisana kao medudrZavni ugovor, nego kao dogovor o suradnji
zemalja u cilju priblizavanja NATO-u. Sto se ti¢e vojne suradnje u okviru Povelje, odnosi se
prije svega na podrucje razmjene iskustava u razvoju obrambenog sustava, zajednickih ak-
tivnosti u potpori pribliZavanja €lanstvu u NATO-u i kontinuitetu medunarodne obrambene
suradnje. Hrvatska je i nakon ulaska u NATO ostala ¢lanica A-5, pokazavsi tako potporu
zemljama jugoistocne Europe u njihovim teZnjama prema euroatlantskim integracijama
i aktivno sudjelovanje te vodecu ulogu u stabilizaciji tog podrucja. Od konkretnih je vojnih
aktivnosti vezanih uz Povelju najvise paZnje privukao kombinirani albansko-hrvatsko-make-
donski sanitetski tim koji je od 2005. do 20096 djelovao u ISAF-u, kao i Skola vojne policije
za pripadnike Afganistanske nacionalne armije (ANA) u kojoj je Hrvatska od oZujka 2011.
bila vodeca nacija i gdje su se pripadnicima OSRH u mentoriranju afganistanskih vojnih
policajaca pridruZili i kolege iz zemalja A-5.47 Zemlje A-5 zajednicki su organizirale i nekoliko
vecih vojnih vjeZbi te u njima sudjelovale, a nekima je od vjezbi domacin bila i Hrvatska.

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

The U. S. Adriatic - Charter (the A-3 and later A-5 Initiative) was signed on 2 May 2003 by
the representatives of the United States, Croatia, Albania and Macedonia, who were joined
by Bosnia and Herzegovina and Montenegro in 2008.

The Charter was not signed as inter-state contract, but as an agreement on co-opera-
tion aimed at assisting the aspirant countries join NATO. The military cooperation within
the Charter entailed primarily the exchange of experiences regarding the development of
defence systems, joint activities in support of the accession to NATO and continuity of
defence co-operation. Croatia remained a member of the Charter even after becoming
a NATO member, to provide support to the countries of southeast Europe with their Euro-
atlantic aspirations as well as active part and the leading role in stabilisation of the area.
The tangible military activities conducted within the Charter with the biggest focus on were
the combined Albanian-Croatian-Macedonian medical team, which was deployed to ISAF from
2005 to 2009, and the Military Police School for the members of the Afghanistan National
Army, where Croatia was the Lead Nation since March 2011 and in which the Croatian Armed
Forces were joined by the colleagues of the A-5. The U.S. Adriatic Charter members also organ-
ised and took part in several large military exercises, some of which were hosted by Croatia.

46) http://www.google.hr/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=7&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjr7KDr2s7KAhXKDywKHRO
uAJOQFgg6MAY&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.sabor.hr%2Ffgs.axd%3Fid%3D43628&usg=AF QjCNGxLh6p)JAK_zCFzRVc3zgrBm-rs5Q
(Pregledano 29. sije¢nja 2016.)

47) Godisnje izvjeSce o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike
Hrvatske za 2011. godinu, s izvjeS¢em o stanju obrambenih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj za 2011. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske,
Zagreb, 2012, str. 18. - 19.
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Pripadnici OSRH jo$ od 1999. aktivno sudjeluju u
medunarodnim misijama i operacijama UN-a, EU-a
i NATO-a na kriznim Zaristima Sirom svijeta. Sve je
pocelo sudjelovanjem u misiji UN-a UNAMSIL u Sijeri
Leoneu, kamo su krajem rujna 1999. prvi put upuceni
vojni promatraci OSRH. Hrvatska je otad aktivan
¢imbenik i ¢lanica mirovnih snaga Ujedinjenih naroda,
ulaskom u krug zemalja koje u okviru te organizacije
vec¢ desetlje¢ima pridonose ocuvanju globalnog mira
i sigurnosti.

Samo nekoliko godina kasnije, to¢nije 2003, hrvatski su vojnici upuéeni i u NATO-ovu
operaciju ISAF u Afganistanu, iako u to vrijeme Hrvatska jo3 nije bila punopravna ¢lanica
Saveza. Novi je iskorak bilo sudjelovanje pripadnika OSRH u operaciji Europske unije
FUFOR Tchad/RCA u Cadu i Srednjoafritkoj Republici, takoder u vrijeme dok jo% nije
bila punopravna ¢lanica EU-a. Upravo je sudjelovanjem u medunarodnim misijama i
operacijama Hrvatska od samog pocetka prepoznata kao zemlja predana ocuvanju
i uspostavi mira Sirom svijeta, 3aljuci svoje vojnike na krizna Zarista u Afriku, Aziju, a
sudjelovanjem u operaciji KFOR, i u Europu. Da to nije bilo samo na deklarativnoj razini
govori podatak da je, primjerice, 2008. godine od 119 zemalja davateljica mirovnog
osoblja Hrvatska bila na prvom mjestu po broju misija sudjelujuc¢i tad u 20 razlicitih
misija i operacija.

Koliko je mir dragocjen i koliko ga treba cijeniti
Hrvatska je osjetila tijekom Domovinskog rata
kad je i sama bila primateljica mirovnih snaga i
trebala pomo¢ medunarodne zajednice u uspostavi
i oCuvanju mira na svojem teritoriju. Stoga i ne
¢udi da se vec¢ onda opredijelila za sudjelovanje u
globalnim svjetskim mirovnim procesima. Tako je
jo$ za vrijeme Domovinskog rata (1993.) ucinila prvi
korak prema sudjelovanju u mirovnim operacijama.
Tad se, naime, nastojalo uputiti pedesetak pripadnika
OSRH: inZenjerijski vod za razminiranje, vojne
promatrace i stoZerne ¢asnike u mirovnu operaciju u
AzerbajdZanu pod okriljem tadasnje Konferencije o
europskoj sigurnosti i suradnji (KESS). lako, na koncu,
ta misija nije bila uspostavljena te hrvatski vojnici
nisu upuceni u Azerbajdzan, bio je to vrijedan napor
u medunarodnoj afirmaciji Hrvatske i njezine politike
rjeSavanja sporova mirnim putem te potvrda njezina

0S-a kao snage prilagodljive suvremenim okolnostima
i potrebama.’

Sudjelovanje u misijama i operacijama na dragovoljnoj
je osnovi, a pripadnici OSRH u medunarodne se
operacije upucuju temeljem odluke Hrvatskog sabora.
U svim medunarodnim misijama i operacijama u kojima
su sudjelovali ili sudjeluju, hrvatski su vojnici, docasnici
i Casnici prepoznati kao vrhunski profesionalci koji
savjesno i predano izvrsavaju svoje zadace. Stoga i ne
¢udi Sto se u domovinu redavito vracaju s pohvalama i
priznanjima i to s najvisih zapovjednih razina. Iznimno
su dobro prihvac¢eni medu svojim kolegama, ali i medu
lokalnim stanovniStvom, jer postuju.obicaje, tradiciju,
vjeru zemlje u kojoj su, iako u funkciji mira, ipak gosti.

PRIPREMA ZA MISIJE U
SREDISTU ZA MEBUNARODNE
VOJNE OPERACIJE

Od samih se pocetaka sudjelovanja OSRH u
medunarodnim misijama iznimno velika pozornost
pridavala obuci. Svi pripadnici OSRH koji odlaze u
misije izvrsno su obuceni, uvjeZzbani i osposobljeni za
izvrSavanje svih zadaca, U svim okolnestima i u bilo
kojem dijelu svijeta.

U njihovoj je pripremi i obuci veliku ulogu imalo Srediste
za medunarodne vojne operacije ustrojeno 2001, ija
su vaznost i moguc¢nosti rasli usporedno s povec¢anjem
sudjelovanja hrvatskih vojnika u operacijama i
misijama. Srediste za medunarodne vojne operacije
preimenovano je u listopadu 2019. u SrediSte za
medunarodne vojne operacije “Josip Briski”, u spomen
na pripadnika ZapovjedniStva specijalnih snaga koji
je smrtno stradao u misiji Odlu¢na potpora (Resolute,"
Support) u Afganistanu. s
Srediste organizira i provodi tecajeve za vojne
promatrace i preduputnu obuku za misije UN-a za nase,
ali i pripadnike 0S-a drugih zemalja. Svi se tecajevi
provode u skladu s UN-ovim, NATO-ovim i EU-ovim

1) 10 godina sudjelovanja RH u medunarodnim mirovnim misijama. / 10 Years of Croatia’s Participation in International Peace Support Operations, Ministarstvo obrane Repub-
like Hrvatske, Sluzba za odnose s javno3¢u i informiranje, Odjel hrvatskih vojnih glasila, Zagreb, 2009., str. 7. - 9.
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Members of the Croatian Armed Forces have been
actively engaged in the UN-led, the EU-led and NA-
TO-led operations in crisis spots worldwide since
1999. Their first mission was the UNAMSIL mission
in Sierra Leone, where the Croatian Armed Forces
deployed imlitary observers were sent for the first
time in late September 1999. The Republic of Croa-
tia has since been an active factor and a member
of the United Nations peacekeeping force, joining
the countries which had contributed to global peace
and security within the UN for decades.

A few years later - in 2003 - Croatian soldiers were
deployed to NATO:led ISAE operation in Afghani-
stan, althougﬁ at that time Croatia still was not a
member of NATO. A new step ahead was the par-
ticipation of the Croatian Armed Forces in the EU-
led Operation EUFOR Tchad / RCA in Chad and in
the Central African Republic, also before attaining
the EU membership. By participating in internation-
al missions and operations, the’Republic of Croatia
was recognised early on ag’a country committed
to protecting and establishing peace worldwide, de-
ploying its personnel j 6 crisis spots in Africa, Asia,
and also Europe, #irough the engagement in the
Operation KFQ_.:"' The serious and concrete com-
mitment is eyinced by the fact that in 2008 Croatia
topped the list of 119 peace contributing countries
in 2008, deploying its forces in twenty ongoing mis-
sions and operations.

Croatia was aware of the value of peace during the
Homeland War, when it was the beneficiary of the

peace forces and needed the assistance from the .‘/.;;»‘/'”V
international community to establish and guard”

the peace in its territory. It is hardly surprising,»,/tﬁét
Croatia opted for participation in global pe@,,@é’ pro-
cesses=Still-during. the Homeland-Wai—=sn 1993-
Croatia made a step towards the participation in
peace operations, by declaring an engineer (demi-
ning) platoon, military observers and staff officers
to the peace operation in Azarbaijan, within then
Conference on European Security and Cooperation.
Although the mission in Azarbaijan was not incept-
ed and Croatian soldiers were not deployed to Azer-

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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baijan, it was a valuable effort in the international
affirmation of Croatia and its policy of peaceful
resolution of disputes and affirmation of the Croa-
tian Armed Forces as forces that adapt readily to
modern circumstances and needs.

Participation in missions and operations is on a vol-
untary basis, and members of the Croatian Armed
Forces are deployed to international operations pur-
suant to the decision of the Croatian Parliament. In
all international missions and operations in which
they have participated or are participating, Croatian
soldiers, NCOs and officers enjoy the reputation as
top professionals who perform tasks with commit-
ment and dedication. It is hardly surprising that they
regularly return to the homeland with praises and
recognition from top command levels. They are very
well received both among their colleagues and by
the local population, for their respect for the cus-
toms, traditions and religion of the country where
they are primarily guests.

PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING FOR
THE MISSIONS IN THE IMOTC

The training has been given due attention ever since
the Croatian Armed Forces joined the intenational
missions. All participants are superbly trained and
prepared to perform any task, in any circumstances
and in any corner of the world.

An important role in the pre-deployment training
and preparation was that of the International Mili-
tary Training Centre, established in 2001, has had an
important role in the pre-deployment training and
preparation for the missions. Its importance and ca-
pacities grew as a result of increased participation of
Croatian soldiers in operations and missions.

In 2019 the International Military Operations Cen-
tre was renamed into InternationalMilitary Opera-
tions Training Centre “Josip Briski”, in tribute to Cor-
poral Josip Briski, a member of the Special Forces
Command, who was killed during the deployment to
Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan.
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standardima. Poseban je naglasak u razvoju i provedbi
stavljen namedunarodnu prepoznatljivost Sredidta te mu
je, medu ostalim, dodijeljena sluzbena certifikacija UN-a
za tri te€aja: za vojne promatrace, za stoZerne ¢asnike
UN-a te za zastitu civila u operacijama potpore miru.

Certifikacija je iznimno sloZena i traje dulje od godine, a zavr3nu ocjenu daje poseban tim
iz sjedista UN-a u New Yorku koji prati cjelokupnu provedbu tecaja. U skladu s dodijeljenim
certifikacijama te ostalim objektivnim pokazateljima (zastupljenost programa Sredista u
drugim medunarodnim srediStima, razmjena instruktora i njihova vaznost prilikom provedbe
aktivnosti drugih nacionalnih sredista i dr.), trenutacno je jedno od pet vodec¢ih UN-ovih
sredista u svijetu. Misija Sredista je provedba i pruzanje potpore obuci pripadnika OSRH za
NATO-ove, EU-ove i UN-ove operacije potpore.miru u skladu.s Konceptom obuke za MVO,
te provedba i pruZanje potpore obuci djelatnika MORH-a i ostalih ministarstava, drzavnih
tijela i civilnih institueija"RH-te=pripadnika’ saveznickih i partnerskih zemalja planiranih za
upucivanje u NATO-ove, EU-ove te UN-ove operacije potpore miru. Na godisnjoj razini provodi
13 teCajeva tematski orijentiranih na dobivenu misiju te viSe desetaka ostalih obucnih i
srodnih aktivnosti preko mobilnih timova, a za potrebe ostalih sastavnica HKoV-a i OSRH.
Provodi i sve vrste preduputnih obuka za NATO-ove, EU-ove i UN-ove operacije potpore
miru za pripadnike OSRH te saveznickih i partnerskih zemalja, kao i za djelatnike
MORH-a te drugih ministarstava i tijela drZavne uprave RH.2

Uz dobru i sveobuhvatnu obuku, tu su i bogata iskustva
hrvatskih vojnika iz Domovinskog rata, koja prepoznaju
i cijene pripadnici drugih zemalja s kojima zajedno
pridonose uspostavi i o€uvanju mira. lako sudjelovanje u
medunarodnim misijama i operacijama ima financijsku
tezinu, aktivno sudjelovanje u medunarodnim mirovnim
procesima, ¢cime Hrvatska pridonosi globalnoj sigurnosti,
odigralo je veliku ulogu u ostvarivanju njezinih glavnih
vanjskopolitickih strateskih ciljeva — ¢lanstvu u NATO
savezu i ulasku u Europsku uniju. Velika je benefigifa,
pogotovo prije nego Sto smo postali punoprai/na
¢lanica Saveza, bio i rad u medunarodnon¥’vojnom
okruZenju. Iskustva stecena tim radom ugradivali smo
ne-samo-u-obucne procesenasinvejnikd U zemlji nego
i u programe vojne izobrazbe i kolovanja na vojnim
Skolama. Sudjelovanjem u misijama razvijala se i jacala
postojeca i ostvarivala bilateralna suradnja s brojnim
zemljama.

THE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES IN PKO

The Centre has organised and administered courses
for military observers and pre-deployment training
for the UN missions for the Croatian Armed Forces
but has also trained members of the armed forces
of other countries.

All courses are conducted in accordance with the
UN, NATO and the EU standards.

Special emphasis has been placed on the interna-
tional recognition of the Centre and it has been as-
signed official UN certification for three courses:

- the Military Observers Caurse,

- the UN Staff Officers Course

- The UN Protection of Civilians in PSO.
Certification is higly complex and lasts more than
a year, and the final grade is given by a special
team from the UN headquarters in New York
that monitors the overall implementation of the
courses.

Thanks to the awarded certifications and other
objective indicators (the administgation of the
Centre’s programmes in other in_te"knational cen-
tres, the exchange of instructars and their reputa-
tion in the implementation,o"f activities of other
national centres etc.), the IMOTC it is currently
one of the five leading’UN centres in the world.
The mission of the”Centre is to implement and
support the training of the Croatian Armed Forc-
es members for NATO-, the EU- and the UN-led
peace support operations in accordance with the
International Military Operations Training Con-
cept, and to implement and support the training
of the Ministry of Defence and other ministries,
government bodies and civilian institutions per-
sonnel, as well as of members of NATO and part-
ner countries declared for engagement in NATO/”
the EU and-the-JN-peace-suppoit-operationSms’
On an annual basis the Centre administers 13 mis-
sion-related courses and tens of training and simi-
lar activities through mobile teams for the needs
of other components of the Croatian Army and of

2) http://www.osrh.hr/#rubData/HTML/HR/0%20NAMA/HKoV/01_20150623_Sredi%C5%A1te_za_me%C4%91unarodne_vojne_operacije_vZ/Sredi%C5%Alte_za_

me%C4%91unarodne_vojne_operacije_HR.htm (12.06.2015.)
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Republika Hrvatska sudjelovala je u NATO-ovoj operaciji ISAF u Afganistanu od
2003. pa sve do njezina zavrSetka 2014. te se dokazala kao pouzdan partner
drugim zemljama u njihovim nastojanjima uspostave mira u toj zemlji

The Republic of Croatia took part in NATO-led Operation ISAF in Afghanistan from
2003 to the termination of the mission in late 2014, and proved itself as a
reliable partner to other participants in their peacekeeping efforts

FOITO: TOMISLAV BRANDT
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U UN-ovoj mirovnoj misiji
UNIFIL u Libanonu pripadnici
Hrvatske vojske prvi su put
poceli sudjelovati 2007.,
upucivanjem jednog &asnika,
a broj pripadnika poslije se
poveéavao i redovno rotirao

Members of the Croatian
Armed Forces first took part
in UNIFIL in Lebanon in 2007

deploying one officer, and
subsequently more officers on
a rotational basis

MISIJE UJEDINJENIH NARDDA

Sudjelovanje u UN-ovim mirovnim misijama Hrvatska je pocela u rujnu 1999, kad je prve
pripadnike OSRH, njih deset, kao vojne promatrace poslala u mirovnu misiju UNAMSIL. Od
1999. do 2003. godine Hrvatska je u Sijeri Leoneu u godiSnjim rotacijama slala po deset ¢asnika
koji su sudjelovali kao vojni promatraci. Broj hrvatskih vojnih promatraca smanjen je od 2004.
na Sest. Hrvatska je do uspje3nog zavr3etka misije 2005. godine u Sijeri Leoneu sudjelovala s
ukupno 57 asnika. U nastavljajucoj misiji UN-a, UNIOSIL-u, Hrvatska je sudjelovala upucivanjem
potkraj lipnja 2007. ¢asnika za vezu za potrebe ZdruZenog ureda UN-a u Sijeri Leoneu. Njegov
mandat, a time i hrvatsko sudjelovanje u misiji UNIOSIL, zavrSen je u prosincu 2007. godine.
Hrvatska je pocela sudjelovanje u misiji UNIFIL u srpnju 2007., upucivanjem jednog
pripadnika OSRH kao stoZernog ¢asnika u ZapovjedniStvo misije, kasnije povecavajuci
njihov broj i redovito ih rotirajuci. Tako je 2018. u UNIFIL-u sudjelovalo 106 pripadnika
OSRH u dvije rotacije, od kojih su dva pripadnika na duZnosti stoZernog ¢asnika za vezu
te 104 pripadnika u sklopu hrvatskog kontingenta u Libanonu.

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

B

the Croatian Armed Forces. It also conducts all types of pre-deployment training for
NATO-, the EU- and UN-led peace support operations for members of the Croatian
Armed Forces, NATO and partner countries, as well as for employees of the Ministry
of Defence and other ministries and state administration bodies of the Republic of
Croatia.

In addition to the tailored and comprehensive training, the Centre also values the rich
experience of the Croatian soldiers from the Homeland War, which is recognised and
appreciated by members of the partner countries with whom they jointly contribute lish-
ment and preservation of peace.

The active participation in international missions and operations was costly but it contrib-
uted to peace processes, whereby the Republic of Croatia contributes to global security,
has played a major role in achieving its main foreign policy goals - NATO membership
and accession to the European Union. An important benefit consisted in the opportu-
nity to work in an international military environment well before obtaining the mem-
bership. The experiences from the work in the Centre were integrated into the training

3) https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2020_12_133_2527.html (Pregledano 26. travnja 2021.)
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DuZnosti stoZernih Casnika ukljucivale su nadzor
prekida neprijateljstava, pruZanje pomoci libanonskoj
vojsci u razmjestanju na jugu Libanona te pomoc¢
humanitarnim organizacijama u sigurnom povratku
raseljenih osoba. Hrvatska je u travnju 2018.
uputila inZenjerijsku satniju u sustav Sektora Zapad
UNIFIL-a smje3tenu u kampu UNP 2-3 “Shama’, a
njezina je temeljna zadac¢a bila da u sklopu Bojne
za potporu osigura podrsku snagama Sektora
Zapad provedbom mjera zaStite snaga, potpore
pokretljivosti u podrucju misije te osiguravanju
neometane strateSke i takticke komunikacije.

U svibnju 2019. pripadnici 2. hrvatskog kontingenta vratili su se iz operacije potpore miru
Ujedinjenih naroda u Libanonu — UNIFIL. Hrvatski sabor donio je krajem 2020. godine
Odluku o sudjelovanju pripadnika OSRH u misiji UNIFIL u 2021.i2022. s moguéno3¢u
rotacije i to do tri pripadnika.® Hrvatska je sudjelovanje u UN-ovoj misiji UNMOGIP
pocela u kolovozu 2002, kad je u njezino podru¢je uputila dva vojna promatraca. Godinu
kasnije hrvatski doprinos povecan je na Cetiri promatraca, da bi se dalje nastavilo s
redovitim jednogodi3njim rotacijama ¢asnika. Od prosinca 2005. do kraja 2007. duZnost
zapovjednika misije obna3ao je general-bojnik Dragutin Repinc, 3to je najvisa duZnost
koju je jedan hrvatski ¢asnik obnasao u Ujedinjenim narodima. UNMOGIP je i prva UN-ova
misija u koju je upuéena ¢asnica OSRH - natporu¢nica Marija Cicak sudjelovala je od
lipnja 2004. do lipnja 2005. i bila prva €asnica u Zapovjednistvu misije u 60 godina
njezina postojanja. U misiji potpore miru UNMOGIP u Indiji i Pakistanu sudjelovalo je
tijekom 2018. godine 18 pripadnika Hrvatske vojske, medu kojima su i dvije ¢asnice.
Pripadnici Hrvatske vojske obna3ali su u podru¢ju misije brojne odgovorne duznosti,
ukljuujuci i €asnika za zdravstvo i stoZerne duZnosti u ZapovjedniStvu. Hrvatski sabor
donio je krajem 2020. godine Odluku o sudjelovanju pripadnika OSRH u misiji UNMOGIP
u2021.i2022. s moguc¢noscu rotacije i to do devet pripadnika.®

Hrvatska u mirovnoj misiji MINURSO sudjeluje od
prosinca 2002, kad su upucena dva vojna promatraca,
a njihov se broj postupno povecavao tako da ih je
2018. bilo 13. Do kraja 2020. obnagali su duZnosti
vojnih promatraca u bazama Ujedinjenih naroda,
sudjelovali su u nadzoru i ophodnji podrucja operacije,
posjecivali su postrojbe marokanske vojske i vojske
fronte POLISARIO te provodili druge zadace u skladu s
nalogom Zapovjednistva operacije te su bili rasporedivani

i na stoZerne duZnosti u Zapovjednistvu. Hrvatski sabor
donio je krajem 2020. godine Odluku o sudjelovanju
pripadnika OSRH u misiji MINURSO u 2021.i2022. s
mogucéno3¢u rotacije i to do pet pripadnika.®

Pripadnici OruZanih snaga Republike Hrvatske
sudjelovanje u mirovnoj misiji UNMEE poceli su u
ozujku 2001, a zakljucili u ljeto 2008. godine. U pocetku
je u podrucje misije upucivano po pet hrvatskih vojnih
promatraca, od 2003. do 2005. u svakoj je rotaciji
sudjelovalo po sedam pripadnika OSRH, nakon cega
se do 2008. njihov broj postupno smanjivao.
Hrvatska je u mirovnoj misiji UNMISET sudjelovala
od srpnja do prosinca.2003. s dvavojna lijecnika koja
su bila u sastavu medicinskog kontingenta Slovacke.
Hrvatskarse-ukljuéila' u mirovnu misiju UNMIL u Liberiji
vrlo brzo nakon njezine uspostave i prvi pripadnici
OSRH upuceni su u listopadu 2003. godine. Otad pa
do rujna 2014, dokad je angaZzman hrvatskih snaga u
toj mirovnoj misiji trajao, pripadnici OSRH smjenjivali
su se u rotacijama pridonosedi tako, zajedno s ostalim
pripadnicima UN-a, stabilizaciji i oporavku Liberije.
Hrvatska u mirovnoj misiji UN-a MINUSTAH sudjeluje
od njezina pocetka 2004., kad je na Haiti uputila
Casnika na duZnost vojnog psihologa. Od sije¢nja
2007. u misiji sudjeldje €asnik'na operativnoj duznosti
u Zapovjednistvu misije, a od oZujka te godine i casnik
za odnose s javnos¢u. Od kraja 2009. pripadnici OSRH
viSe ne sudjeluju u misiji na Haitiju. Hrvatska je u misiji
UNOCI sudjelovala od kolovoza 2004., kad je u Obalu
Bjelokosti uputila tri vojna promatraca, a od kolovoza
2007. po dva ¢asnika. Povratkom pripadnika OSRH
iz misije u kolovozu 2009. godine, Hrvatska zavrSava
sudjelovanje u misiji. Pripadnici OSRH sudjeluju u misiji
UNFYCIP na Cipru od rujna 2004. godine. Prvo su
upucena dva hrvatska ¢asnika koja su sudjelovala u
sklopu slovatko-madarskog kontingenta, a od-travnja
2006. broj hrvatskih ¢asnika povecao se te se uglavnom
kontinuirano odrZzavao na Cetiri casnika godisnje koja
su upucivana na Cipar. Od rujna 2014. hrvatske snage
viSe ne sudjeluju u misiji UNFYCIP

4) Isto.
5) Isto.
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programmes for home training of Croatian soldiers
and but also into the programmes of military train-
ing and education in military schools. The participa-
tion in the missions also strengthened the existing
bilateral co-operation with numerous countries.
Presently the members of the Croatian Armed
Forces are taking part in three UN-led peacekeep-
ing missions, in addition to NATO's Resolute Sup-
port Mission, the Operation KFOR and in the EU-led
Operation ATALANTA.

THE UN-LED MISSIONS

The first mission of the Croatian Armed Forces was
UNAMSIL in Siera Leone. The first 10 Croatian partic-
ipants were deployed as unarmed military observers in
late September 1999. From 1999 onwards 10-mem-
ber teams were sent and from 2004 the teams were
reduced to six members.The Croatian engagement
lasted until its successful camClusion in 2005. A Joint
UN Office to Sierra Leone”™~ UNIOSIL - was estab-
lished, and Croatian officers were engaged as liaison
officers from June ecember 2007. As many as 57
Croatian officerspvere engaged in Sierra Leone during

Croatia gradually joined other missions too, and year
by year the scope of work and duties performed by
members of the Croatian Armed Forces expanded. In
March 2001, five military observers were deployed to
the UN peacekeeping mission in Ethiopia and Eritrea
(UNMEE), where Croatia participated until summer
2008.

In late 2020 the Croatian Parliament adopted th
cision on the participation of up to nine me
thesCroatian-Armed:-Forcessi in 2021
and 2022, on a rotational basis.

As early as 2002, two members of the CAF were sent
to India and Pakistan for the first time to the UNMO-
GIP mission, and that year two military observers were
sent to the MINURSO mission in Western Sahara.
Croatian observers have been engaged in both mis-
sions to this day. Croatia also joined the UNMIL
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Pripadnici OSRH u
misiji UNDOF poceli su
sudjelovati 13. svibnja
2008.

Members of the
Croatian Armed Forces
were first engaged in
UNDOF mission on

13 May 2008
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Republika Hrvatska pocela je sudjelovanje u misiji UNOMIG u oZujku 2005., kad je u
podru¢je misije uputila jednog promatraca. U misiju 2006. odlaze dva, a 2007. tri vojna
promatraca. UNOMIG je zavrsio u lipnju 2009., kad je Rusija uloZila veto na odluku Vije¢a
sigurnosti UN-a da se mandat misije produlji. Tad su se u Hrvatsku vratila zadnja dva
pripadnika OSRH i time je zavrsilo naSe sudjelovanje u misiji.

Dva su pripadnika OSRH upu¢ena u misiju UNSMIS u Siriju u ulozi vojnih promatraca
veC u svibnju 2012. godine, na temelju Odluke Hrvatskog sabora od 4. svibnja. Njihov
je mandat potrajao do kolovoza 2012, kad je ta UN-ova misija zavrsena.

Dva su pripadnika OSRH upu¢ena u svibnju 2007. kao vojni promatraci u podrucje mirovne
misije UNMIN na rok od jedne godine, da bi im zatim mandat u misiji bio produljen do
srpnja 2008. Njihovim je povratkom zavrsilo sudjelovanje hrvatskih snaga u misiji UNMIN.
Hrvatska je u aktivnostima Integracijskog ureda Ujedinjenih naroda u Burundiju u
okviru misije BINUB sudjelovala upucivanjem jednog casnika u rujnu 2007. godine.
Njegov je mandat naknadno produljen i trajao je do pocetka lipnja 2009. Nakon
njegova povratka Hrvatska nije nastavila sudjelovati u BINUB-u.

Pocetak sudjelovanja pripadnika OSRH u misiji UNDOF
bio je 13. svibnja 2008., kad su prva dva hrvatska ¢asnika
upucena u podrucje misije, a iduceg je mjeseca tamo
upucena prva hrvatska vojna postrojba. Bilo je to prvi
put da je Hrvatska uputila u misiju UN-a kompletnu vojnu
postrojbu, za razliku od dotadasnjih slanja pojedinacnih

Hrvatska je sudjelovanje
u UN-ovoj misiji UNMOGIP
pocela u kolovozu 2002.

vojnih promatraca i stoZernih ¢asnika. Do 2013. godine,
dokad su sudjelovali u misiji, pripadnici OSRH na tom su
se podru¢ju smjenjivali u Sestomjesecnim rotacijama.

Croatia took part in the
UN - lead mission UNMOGIP
in August 2002
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U UNMIS-u, misiji Ujedinjenih naroda u Sudanu,
OruZane snage Republike Hrvatske sudjelovale
su od samog pocetka 2005. godine. Tako su prva
tri pripadnika ve¢ u travnju te godine upucena na
duZnosti stoZernih asnika u Zapovjednistvo UNMIS-a
u Kartumu. ZavrSetkom misije u srpnju 2011. te
dovrSetkom procesa povratka u kolovozu te godine
zaklju€eno je uspjedno sudjelovanje pripadnika OSRH
u toj misiji.

U skladu sa Sporazumom izmedu RH i EU-a te s
Odlukom Hrvatskog sabora od 15. srpnja 2008.
godine, Hrvatska je pocetkom listopada te godine
u podrucje misije MINURCAT _u_Srednjoafrickoj
Republici i Cadu poslala izvidnicki tim. Cinilo ga je

¥5=pripadnika;=koji- su bili rasporedeni na podrucje
Multinacionalne bojne Sjever. Izvr3avali su zadace
ophodnji, izvidanja i nadzora situacije, pratnje i zastite
konvoja, VIP osoba i sl. Pripadnici OSRH sudjelovali su
u MINURCAT-u do oZujka 2010, a cjelokupna misija
zavrsena je u prosincu te godine.

OSRH U NATO-oviMm
OPERACIJAMA

Republika Hrvatska sudjelovala je u NATO-ovoj
operaciji ISAF u Afganistanu od 2003. pa sve do
njezina zavrsetka 2014. godine. Dokazala se kao
pouzdan partner drugim zemljama u njihovim
nastojanjima uspostave mira u Afganistanu te je
jos jednom potvrdila predanost u uspostavljanju i
odrZavanju mira gdje god je to u svijetu potrebno.
Sudjelovanje u operaciji u Afganistanu znatno je
pridonijelo razvijanju interoperabilnosti Oruzanih
snaga RH za zajednicko djelovanje sa snagam

X~ NATO-a Llcto I—\ifnoj i i x|

vojni kredibilitet Hrvatske kod ¢lanica NATO-a.
Medunarodna mirovna operacija u Afganistanu
uspostavljena je u skladu sa zaklju¢cima Bonske
konferencije u prosincu 2001. godine. Osnovni je cilj
bio sprijeciti da ta zemlja ponovno postane utociste
za teroriste te pruZiti sigurnost i osigurati bolju
budu¢nost afganistanskom narodu. Operacija ISAF,
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mission in Liberia in 2003, deploying three staff of-
ficers to the area.

Initially, members of the Croatian Armed forces
were deployed as military observers, but soon
took on duties of staff officers of various special-
ties (command functions, medical staff, operations,
staff, psychologists, public relations experts).

From July to December 2003, two military physi-
cians took part in the Slovak medical contingent in
the UNMISET mission in East Timor. The Croatian
Armed Forces first engaged a military psychologist
to the MINUSTAH mission in Haiti in June 2004,
and in August 4 three_military observers were
deployed to£he UNOCI mission in the Ivory Coast.
It was the first engagement of Croatian Armed
Forces members in a mission to a French-speaking
area. The successful participation in the Contingent
with Slovak members in East Timor continued, and
two Croatian officers were sent to the UNFICYP in
September 2004, as part of Slovak-Hungarian
contingent, two Croatian officers were sent to the
UNFICYP mission in Cypp#s.
In 2004 Croatian miljgary observers were engaged
in another mission/~ the UNOMIG in Georgia, and
in UNMIS in Sudan since its very inception in 2005.
The UNMIS was established under the UN Security
Council Resolution 1590 of 24 March 2005, and in
April three members of the Croatian Armed Forces
were assigned to the Mission Command in Khar-
toum as staff officers.

The Croatian engagement in the UN-led missions
expanded in 2007, when Croatia joined the UNMIN
missions in Nepal, the UNIOSIL in Sierra Leone, t
UNIFIL in Lebanon and BINUB in Burundi.
The engagement of members of the
Armed=Forces=in=the Uni i isengage-
ment Observer Force (UNDOF) in the Golan Heights
was a major add-on to the contribution to the UN-
led operations. The first two officers were deployed
to the mission on 13 May 2008 and an infantry
company in June. It was the first participation at
a company level. The main mission of the UNDOF
(established in 1974) was to monitor the ceasefire
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Pripadnici OSRH u UN-ovim mirovnim
misijama sudjeluju od 1999. godine

Members of the Croatian Armed Forces
have taken part in the UN-led
missions since 1999
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kao dio ukupnog nastojanja medunarodne zajednice u skladu s mandatom Vijeca sigurnosti
Ujedinjenih naroda, od samog je pocetka bila angaZirana na stvaranju uvjeta u kojima
¢e afganistanske vlasti moci izvr3avati svoje ovlasti na teritoriju cijele zemlje. NATO je
formalno preuzeo zapovjednistvo nad ISAF-om 2003, otkad pocinje i hrvatski angaZman
u toj operaciji.

0D OPERACIJE ISAF DO ODLUCNE POTPORE

Prvi hrvatski kontingent od 50 pripadnika, medu kojima su 44 bila pripadnici Vojne policije,
upucen je u Afganistan 28. veljace 2003. godine. Od samog su pocetka nasi vojni policajci
uspjesno djelovali unutar Multinacionalne satnije VP-a Kabulske multinacionalne brigade,
a svaka je rotacija imala i vodice sa sluzbenim psima za detekciju droge ili eksploziva ili
zastitno-tragackim psima. Zanimljiv je podatak da je jedino Hrvatska u to vrijeme imala
pse tragace u Kabulu. Svojevrsno je prvo priznanje za profesionalno sudjelovanje pripadnika
OSRH u operaciji ISAF stiglo 2005. godine, kad je pukovnik Tihomir Zebec uz duZnost
zapovjednika 5. HRVCON-a bio imenovan zapovjednikom Multinacionalne satnije VP-a
(MNMP Coy) u Kabulu te savjetnikom zapovjednika brigade u Kabulu za uporabu VP-a.

between Israel and Syria. The Croatian contingent was deployed upon the invitation by
the United Nations, and with the consent of Syria and Israel, and served in six-month
rotations.

Although the UNDOF was classified as a “moderate risk” mission, given the escalating
security situation and conflict in Syria, the 10th Croatian contingent -the last in the
UNDOF mission - returned to Croatia before the end of its 6-month term. As many as
97 members of the 10th HRVCON were deployed to the Golan Heights on 21 November
2012, and returned to Croatia on 18 March 2013, thereby successfully implementing the
government decision on rapid withdrawal. This confirmed that the security of members
of the Croatian Armed Forces in peace support operations was the paramount criterion
according to which decisions on participation or withdrawal from the operations were
made. Given the seriousness of the situation, the withdrawal, relocation and return to
Croatia took six days and were carried out in four phases. The withdrawal operation was
commanded by the General Staff of the Armed Forces, whose operational team was on
the ground and co-ordinated all the activities.

The handover of the duties of the 10th HRVCON took place on 17 March 2013,
when the Croatian flag was lowered in the HRVCON camp, concluding the
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r y Pripadnici OSRH koji odlaze u misije i operacije
R izvrsno su obuéeni za izvrSavanje zadac¢a u svim
okolnostima i u bilo kojem dijelu svijeta

The members of the Croatian Armed Forces declared
for participation in missions and operations are
superbly trained to execute tasks in any

conditions and in any location worldwide
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Hrvatska je sudjelovanjem u operaciji ISAF aktivno
pridonosila medunarodnim nastojanjima za povecanje
sigurnosti, uspostavu stabilnosti te rekonstrukciju i
obnowvu Islamske Republike Afganistana. Angazman
Hrvatske, kvantiteta, struktura snaga te zadace
evoluirali su s razvojem same operacije te s procesom
pristupanja NATO-u, 3to je rezultiralo preuzimanjem
sve sloZenijih zadaca, posebno u dva vazna podrucja
djelovanja: zastiti snaga i obu€no-mentorskim
zadac¢ama.®

Broj pripadnika OSRH kao i duZnosti koje su obna3ali povecavali su se iz godine u
godinu. Tako je osim vojnih policajaca, stoZernih ¢asnika i do¢asnika koji su radili u
Zapovjednistvu operacije, u Afganistan 2005. upucen i prvi medicinski tim.

U sklopu civilnog dijela savjetodavne mirovne misije ISAF u Afganistanu su sudjelovali
i hrvatski diplomati. Prvi je hrvatski diplomat upu¢en 2005. kao voditelj hrvatskog tima
u Pokrajinskom timu za obnovu (PRT) slijedom Zajednicke izjave o civilnoj suradnji u
okviru njemackog Pokrajinskog tima za obnovu u Feyzabadu, u pokrajini Badahshanu
na sjeveroistoku Afganistana, izmedu Vlade RH i Vlade SR Njemacke.”

AngaZman MUP-a u Afganistanu poceo je u
prosincu 2004, kad su u operaciju ISAF upucena
dva policijska savjetnika, vezano uz rad na razvoju i
obuci Afganistanske nacionalne policije.®

OruZane snage RH ubrzo u Afganistan upucuju
i Mobilni promatracki tim za vezu (Mobile Liaison
Observation Team — MLOT). Kao operativni dio vojne
komponente PRT-a bio je iznimno pokretan te vrsio
ophodnje po naseljima u podru¢ju odgovornosti i u
radu usko suradivao s lokalnim stanovniStvom.
Hrvatski se doprinos u ISAF-u posebno povecao od
2006, kad je, medu ostalim, u Afganistan prvi put
upuc¢en nas OMLT tim (Operational Mentor and
Liaison Team), namjenski organizirana postrojba
koja je bila odgovorna u prvom redu za obuku,
uvjeZbavanje i mentorstvo postrojbi Afganistanske
nacionalne armije (Afghan National Army — ANA).
Pripadnici OSRH poceli su tako dosta rano sudjelovati

u obuci i mentoriranju pripadnika ANA-e, odnosno
pomaganju ANA-i u njezinu ustrojavanju i jacanju
operativnih sposobnosti, jednoj od najcjenjenijih, ali
i najzahtjevnijih operativnih zada¢a medunarodnih
snaga u Afganistanu.

Nakon pjesackog uslijedilo je i slanje drugih
OMLT-a, medu ostalim, garnizonskog OMLT-a,
tima instruktora za ANA-inu Skolu logistike (ANA
CSS School), policijskog, zrakoplovnog mentorskog
tima... Od svibnja 2011. projekt vodenja Skole VP-a
kao vodecoj naciji povjeren je Hrvatskoj. Rijec je o
jednoj od desetak granskih i specijalistickih obucnih
institucija u Afganistanuustrojenih.usklopu NATO-ove
obucne misije sa svrhom izravne potpore u obuci
Afganistanskifrnacionalnih snaga sigurnosti (Afghan
National Security Forces — ANSF). Najvisi autoriteti
NATO-a upravo su tu 3kolu i hrvatski savjetnicki tim
u njoj Cesto isticali kao primjer izvrsnog rada koji je
pridonio da Afganistanska nacionalna armija ustroji
vojnu policiju koju prije toga u pravom smislu rijeci
nije imala.

Doprinos hrvatskih snaga povecavao se i u brojéanom
smislu te je izmedu 2007.12011. u skladu s odlukama
Hrvatskog sabora broj nasih pripadnika angaZiranih
u operaciji sa 150 povecan na 350.

Hrvatske su snage u Afganistanu osiguravale niz
obu¢nih, mentorskih i drugih sposobnosti iznimno
vaznih za institucionalnu obuku ANSF-a, kao 3to
je mentoriranje posada i zrakoplovnih tehni¢ara
na helikopterima ANA-e, mentoriranje pripadnika
ANA-e u razvoju vojnopolicijskih sposobnosti i
pruZanju pomoci u razvoju Skolske infrastrukture i
mentoriranju Skolskog osoblja, mentoriranje i razvoj
sposobnosti potpore u podru¢ju logistike, financija
i administracije pripadnika ANA-e, mentoriranj
osoblja pripadnika civilne policije, mentoriranje i
provedba obuke inZenjerije i pje3astva. Tu su i zadace
stoZernog osoblja, zadace osiguranja i zastite ljudi
i objekata, ocevidi prilikom izvanrednih dogadaja,

6) morh.hr/hr/vijesti-najave-i-priopcenja/priopcenja/6278-28022013-deset-godina-os-rh-u-operaciji-isaf-u-afganistanu.html (28.2. 2013)
7) http://www.morh.hr/hr/10-godina-sudjelovanja-osrh-u-mirovnim-misijama/mvpei-u-mirovnim-misijama.html (2. 10.2009.)
8) http://www.morh.hr/hr/10-godina-sudjelovanja-osrh-u-mirovnim-misijama/mup-u-mirovnim-misijama-un-a.html (2.10.2009.)
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participation of the Croatian Armed Forces’ mem-
bers in the UN mission in the Golan Heights. Dur-
ing the handover ceremony the HRVCON mem-
bers were presented with UN medals for their
successful participation in the UNDOF mission.
In addition to the UNDOF mission, the Croatian
Armed Forces deployed two members to the United
Nations Supervision Mission in Syria (UNSMIS), es-
tablished under the UN Security Council Resolution
2043 of 21 April 2012. The Croatian Armed Forces
were represented by two officers, who served sev-
eral terms in peace missions. According to the UN
plan, the Missjon.was to_be_manned by 300 mili-
tary observet‘g and the required number of civilian
personnel. The deployment of the Croatian Armed
Forces to UNSMIS mission was approved by the
Croatian Parliament in a Decision of 4 May 2012.

All missions entail certain degree of risk, and the
UNSMIS was assessed as the one most dangerous
UN mission. The Croatian observers served in the

tion to UN missions 'aFﬁrmed by numerous dec-
orations and mcrengly important duties assigned
to Croatian offigérs. The highest duty performed by
a Croatian officer in the UN-led missions was the
commander of the UNMOGIP mission in India and
Pakistan, assigned to Major General Dragutin Re-
pinc, who exercised it from January 2006 till end
December 2007 - a'year longer than earlier defined.

Interestingly, 1st Lieutenant Marija Cicak partici-

pated in the UNMQGIP mission from June 2004 to /

June 200 as the first female officer in the UNMOGI
Command over its 60 years.
The Croatian Armed Forces members took art in
three UN-led missions — as military obser {ts in the
MINURSO mission (established under the Security
Council Resolution 690 of April 1991) in Western
Sahara since December 2002, which was extended
according to the UN’s Security Council Resolution
2218 of 28 April 2015 the mission's mandate until
30 April 2016

In late 2020 the Croatian Parliament adopted the
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Decision on the participation of up to five members
of the Croatian Armed Forces in the MINURSO in
2021 and 2022, on a rotational basis.

The Croatian Armed Forces deployed military ob-
servers to the UNMOGIP Mission, incepted in 1949,
with the purpose of strict supervision along the Line
of Control (LoC) between India and Pakistan and
deterring hostilities in all areas of conflict.

The United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon (UNIFIL), established in March 1978;
in early August 2006 the UN Security Council expanded the Operation mandate to
include monitoring the ceasefire between the warring parties, the assistance to the
Lebanese Armed Forces (LAF) with the deployment along the line of separation,
the monitoring of the withdrawal of Israeli forces from south Lebanon, mediation
between Lebanon and Israel, humanitarian activities related to the safe return of
displaced persons, the assistance to Lebanese security forces with the establish-
ment of a no-arms zone between the Blue lines and the river Litany (the UNIFILs
area of responsibility) and with the assistance to the Lebanese Government with
the prevention of the unauthorised entry of weapons. The Croatian Armed Forces
were represented by staff officers and since 2013 by liaison officers respectively.

In late 2020 the Croatian Parliament adopted the Decision on participation of up to
three members of the Croatian Armed Forces to UNIFIL mission in 2021 and 2022,
on a rotational basis.

CROATIAN ARMED FORCES IN
NATO-LED OPERATIONS

The Republic of Croatia was engaged in the ISAF
operation in Afghanistan from 2003 until the con-
clusion in 2074. It proved itself as a reliable partner
for other countries in the efforts to establish peace
in Afghanistan and affirmed the commitment to es-
tablishing and keeping peace wherever necessary.
The engagement in ISAF significantly contributed
to the development of interoperability of the Croa-
tian Armed Forces for joint operation with NATO
forces and strengthened the political and military
credibility of the Republic of Croatia with NATO
member countries.

The international peacekeeping operation in Af-
ghanistan was launched in compliance with the
conclusions of the Bonn Conference in December
2001 with the basic goal of preventing the country
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zadace logisticke potpore i niz drugih aktivnosti
vezanih uz izgradnju sigurnosne stabilnosti zemlje te
jacanje Afganistanskih nacionalnih snaga sigurnosti
s ciljem njihova preuzimanja potpune odgovornosti
za sigurnost na cijelom teritoriju.

Veliko je povjerenje Oruzanim snagama RH iskazano
i slanjem multinacionalnog operativnog mentorskog
tima za borbenu potporu (CS OMLT) sastavljenog od
pripadnika HKoV-a i Nacionalne garde Minnesote
u kojem je Hrvatska bila vode¢a nacija. Obuka se
provodila u Hrvatskoj, a bila je to velika potvrda da
Hrvati u Afganistanu izvrsno rade.

Stanovnistvo je pripadnike OSRH od samih pocetaka sudjelovanja u operaciji ISAF
dobro prihvatilo=zate=Sto=su~pestivali~afganistanske obicaje, tradiciju, vjeru. Veliku
je ulogu u tome imao Mesihat Islamske zajednice u Republici Hrvatskoj s kojim su
OruZane snage RH ostvarile odli¢nu suradnju i koji je aktivno sudjelovao u obuci
nasih vojnika tijekom priprema za odlazak u podrucje operacije. Ministarstvo obrane
u suradnji s Mesihatom Islamske zajednice izdalo je Pojmovnik islamskog nazivlja, Ciji
je autor muftija dr. Aziz ef. Hasanovi¢. Pojmovnik je postao sastavni dio Prirucnika
za pripadnike OSRH u operaciji ISAF. Bio je to rezultat nastojanja da se pripadnicima
hrvatskih kontingenata pribliZi vjersku, plemensku i kulturolosku dimenziju zemlje u
koju odlaze i uvrsten je u preduputnu obuénu literaturu. Sve to izravno je pridonosilo
ne samo uspjednosti pripadnika OSRH u izvrSavanju zada¢a nego i njihovoj boljoj
prihvac¢enosti u Afganistanu, a time i ve¢oj 0sobnoj sigurnosti.?

Rotacija snaga odvijala se svakih Sest mjeseci, a
odlazak pripadnika OSRH u operaciju ISAF, kao i u
sve druge medunarodne misije i operacije, bio je
dragovoljan. Cijelo su to vrijeme obucni standardi
podizani na sve visu razinu. U obuku su ugradena
iskustva prethodnih kontingenata, a neprocjenjivassu
bila iskustva pripadnika OSRH iz Domovinskog'réta.
Obuka se provodila u uvjetima Sto sli¢nijim onima
u podrucju operacije. Novi je velik iskorak u obuci
bila-zajednitka obukassvih-sastawaicaiRVCON-a na
vjezbama Hrvatski ponos.

Hrvatska je nakon 11 godina sudjelovanja u operaciji
ISAF dobila 2014. prvi put priliku postaviti svoju
pripadnicu na generalsko mjesto. Cast je pripala
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from becoming a haven for terrorists again and pro-
viding security and a better future for the Afghan
people. The Operation ISAF, as part of the general
efforts of the international community in accord-
ance with the UN Security Council was set from
the beginning to creating the conditions for the Af-
ghan authorities to exercise their powers across the
country. NATO formally took over the command of
ISAF in 2003, when Croatia joined ISAF.

FROM ISAF TO RESOLUTE
SUPPORT

The first Croatian contingent, manned by a total of
50 members, mostly members of the Military Police
(44 members), was deployed to Afghanistan on 28
February 2003. From the very beginning the Croa-
tian MP officers aperated successfully within the
Kabul Multinational Brigade MP Company, and each
rotation also had official drug deytetting, explosive
detecting or guard dog handlers#Interestingly, Croa-
tia was the only nation to use”search dogs in Kabul.
The professional performance of the members of
the Croatian Armed Fofces in Operation ISAF was
first recognised in 2005, with the appointment of
Lieutenant Colonel Tihomir Zebec (the Commander
of the 5th HRVCON) as Commander of the Multina-
tional MP Company (MNMP Coy) in Kabul and as MP
Advisor to the Brigade Commander in Kabul.

By participating in Operation ISAF, the Republic of
Croatia contributed actively to the international
efforts towards security, stability and reconstruc-
tion of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. The
engagement of the Republic of Croatia- the sizey”
force structure-andtasks-followed-the-course-ofthe
Operation and the accession to NATO, and com-
prised ever more complex tasks, particularly in two
important areas: force protection and training and
mentoring.

9) Igor Skenderovi¢: Rame uz rame, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 326, 7. sije¢nja 2011., str. 14. - 16.
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brigadnoj generalici Gordani Garasi¢, koja je u operaciji
ISAF obnasala duZnost savjetnika zapovjednika za
rodna pitanja. Uvodenjem savjetnika za rodna pitanja
NATO Zeli dodatno raditi na obuci Afganistanskih
nacionalnih snaga sigurnosti, kao i predstavnika vlasti
te osvijestiti da su Zene ravnopravan dio drustva i da
mogu raditi u vojsci i policiji.’® Generalica Garasi¢
boravila je u operaciji ISAF od travnja do kraja
prosinca 2014, odnosno sve do njezina zavrsetka.
U operaciji ISAF sudjelovalo je vise od 4500 pripadnika
OSRH.

Zavrsetkom operacije ISAF u prosincu 2014, ¢lanice NATO-a s partnerskim su
zemljama nastavile pridonositi u Afganistanu sudjelovanjem u misiji potpore miru
Odlu¢na potpora, koja je uspostavljena 1. sije¢nja 2015. godine. Dvadeset Cetvrti
HRVCON koji je tad b|o u Afganistanu postao je 1. HRVCON nove misije.

Nakon misije ISAF u kojoj su u okviru NATO-a pripadnici OSRH sudjelovali od 2003. do
2014. godine, 1. sueana 2015. kao njezin nastavak uspostavljena je misija Odlu¢na
potpora (Resolute Support - RSM). RijeC je bila o NATO-ovoj neborbenoj misiji za
obuku, pomoc i savjetovanje afganistanskih snaga sigurnosti i obrane te institucija, a
njezin pravni okvir osiguran je posebnim Sporazumom izmedu NATO-a i Afganistana
(Status of Forces Agreement - SOFA), potpisanim u rujnu 2014. u Kabulu.

Misija Odlu¢na potpora odobrena je Rezolucijom 2189
Vije¢a sigurnosti UN-a. Fokus hrvatskih kontinge-
nata u toj misiji vise je bio usmjeren na savjetovanje
i obuku, a u manjem se opsegu bavio i zastitom
savjetnickih timova i, po potrebi, svojeg kampa.
Pripadnici HRVCON-a u misiji Odlu¢na potpora
bili su rasporedeni u dvije zone odgovornosti — u
Zapovjednistvo za obuku, nadzor i pomo¢ (Train,
Advise, Assist Command - TAAC), i to u TAAC-u
Capital u Kabulu te u TAAC-u Sjever (TAAC-N) u
Mazar-e-Sharifu, gdje je bila smjeStena i glavnina
snaga HRVCON-a.

Kad su bile u pitanju nove zadace, s obzirom na to
da je puna odgovornost za sigurnosnu situaciju u
podrucju operacije na ANSF-u, osnovne su zadace
vecine pripadnika HRVCON-a bile obuka i savjetovanje
snaga ANA-e i policije. Hrvatski su pripadnici bili

rasporedeni u Cetiri temeljna savjetnicka tima. Rije¢
je bila o savjetnicima u Regionalnoj 3koli borbene
obuke ANA-e, zatim u Zapovjednistvu temeljne policije
te u Savjetnickom timu Specijalne bojne ANA-e te
pripadniku u Timu za savjetovanje kopnenih snaga.
Pripadnici Satnije za zastitu savjetnickih timova
(Force Protection Train Advice Assist Company —
FP TAA COY), imaju zadacu osiguranja i zastite
svih savjetnickih timova u TAAC-u Sjever u kampu
“Shaheen”. Tu su i pripadnici SAROC-a (Situational
Awareness and Recovery Operations Center), koji
imaju zadacu stvaranja objektivne operativne slike
situacije u podrucju.operacije TAAC-a Sjever, kao i
upravljanja aktivnostima snaga za zastitu kampa
“Marmal™te=savjetnickih timova. Prate¢i promjenu
strukture i zada¢a HRVCON-a u misiji Odlu¢na
potpora, snage pjesastva preuzele su zadacu zastite
“sigurnog prostora” (Safe Haven) u kampu “Shaheen’
te zadacu neposredne zasStite savjetnika prilikom
posjeta savjetovanim osobama (Guardian Angel).
U sklopu te sastavnice su i pripadnici Vojske Crne
Gore, a dio pozicija u SAROC-u preuzet ¢e i pripadnici
oruzanih snaga ¢lanica inicijative A-5.

Od svih misija u kojima su sudjelovali ili sudjeluju,
pripadnika OSRH najvise je bilo U Afganistanu,
prvo u u ISAF-u, a zatim u misiji Odlu¢na potpora.
U misiji Odlu¢na potpora bilo je 2015. godine 216
pripadnika OSRH. Idu¢e godine bilo ih je 186; 2017.
godine 231, a 2018. godine 231. U sastavu 10.
hrvatskog kontingenta, koji je 2019. bio rasporeden
u Kabulu i Mazar-e-Sharifu, u Afganistan su otisla
104 pripadnika OSRH s dva vojnopolicijska psa. U
sastavu kontingenta bili su i pripadnici oruZanih snaga
partnerskih zemalja, ¢lanica Ameri¢ko-jadranske
povelje — A-5 (Albanija, Bosna i Hercegovina, Crn

Gora i Sjeverna Makedonija).

Sredinom rujna 2020., povratkom pripadnika 12
hrvatskog kontingenta u misiji potpore miru Odlu¢na
potpora u Hrvatsku, zavrseno je sudjelovanje nase
zemlje u toj misiji.

10) http://www.morh.hr/hr/vijesti-najave-i-priopcenja/priopcenja/9390-medijsko-predstavljanje-prve-hrvatske-generalice-gordane-garasic-0404201 (4.04.2014.)
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The Croatian Armed Forces contribution grew both
in terms of the size and in the duties assigned.
Alongside military police officers, staff officers and
NCOs assigned to the Operation Command, the
first medical team was sent to Afghanistan in 2005.
Croatian diplomats also took part in the civilian
part of the ISAF peacekeeping advisory mission in
Afghanistan. The first Croatian diplomat was de-
ployed in 2005 as the Croatian Team Leader in the
Provincial Reconstruction Team (PRT) following the
PRT Mission Statement operation within the Ger-
man Provincial Reconstruction Team in Feyzabad,
Badahshan in_northeastern_Afghanistan, between
the Croatian”and the German governments. The
Ministry of the Interior's engagement in Afghani-
stan commenced in December 2004 with the de-
ployment of two police advisers to Operation ISAF
assigned with development and training of the Af-
ghan National Police.

The Croatian Armed Forces sogn deployed a Mobile
Liaison Observation Team /MLOT) to Afghanistan
too. As an operational paft of the military compo-
nent of the PRT, it was highly mobile and patrolled
the settlements in the area of responsibility, closely
co-operating wl-" the local population.

Croatia’s congfibution to ISAF increased visibly since
2006, when|its OMLT team (Operational Mentor
and Liaison Team) was first deployed to ISAF as a
task force assigned with training and mentoring of
the units of the Afghan National Army (ANA). Mem-
bers of the Croatian Armed Forces took on training

and mentoring of ANA members and assisting them _/

with the building and strengthening of operation
capabilities at an early date, which was one offt
most respected yet most demanding opep tional
tasks for the international forces deplo d in Af-
ghanistan.

After the infantry OMLT, Croatia soon deployed
other OMLTs — a garrison OMLT, an instructor team
for the ANA SS School, a police team and an air
mentoring team. Furthermore, since May 2011, the
project of running the MP School- as the Lead Na-
tion was entrusted to the Republic of Croatia. It was
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one of a dozen branch and specialist training institutions in Afghanistan set up
as part of a NATO training mission to directly support the training of the Afghan
National Security Forces (ANSF). NATO's experts often highlighted the school and
the Croatian advisory team as an example of excellent work that contributed to the
Afghan National Army with the establishment of the military police from scratch.
The contribution of the Croatian forces also increased in size, so in, under the Deci-
sion of the Croatian Parliament, in the period 2007- 2011 the Croatian contingent
rose from 150 to 350.

In ISAF Croatian forces provided a range of training, mentoring and other capabili-
ties highly important for the formalised training of the ANSF - mentoring crews and
air technicians on Afghan National Army’s helicopters, mentoring Afghan National
Army’s members in the development of Military Police capabilities and assisting
with development of support in logistics, finance and administration, mentoring of
the civilian police, mentoring and training of engineer and infantry units, as well as
staff officers, securing and protection of people and facilities, crime scene investi-
gations, logistic support tasks and other activities related to stability and security
building and strengthening the Afghan National Security Forces, to prepare them
take full responsibility for security across the country.

The trust placed in the Croatian Armed Forces was
evident in the activation of a multinational opera-
tional combat support mentoring team (CS OMLT)
composed of members of the Croatian Armed Forc-
es and of the Minnesota National Guard, in which
Croatia was the Lead Nation. The training was
conducted in Croatia, and it was a strong praise of
the job done by the Croatian peacekeepers in Af-
ghanistan.

From their first days in ISAF the local population
accepted the Croatian Armed Forces members well
given the respect they showed for Afghan customs,
traditions and religion. The Meshihat of the Islamic
Community in the Republic of Croatia, with which
the Croatian Armed Forces had excellent coopera-
tion, had an important role in the pre-deployment
training and preparation.

The Ministry of Defence and the Meshihat of the
Islamic Community published a Glossary of Is-
lamic Terminology, authored by the Mufti Aziz ef
Hasanovi¢, which was integrated into the Manual
for Croatian Armed Forces members in the ISAF op-
eration. It was a result of the efforts to familiarise
Croatian contingents with the religious, social and
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Zavrsetkom operacije ISAF u Afganistanu je uspostavljena
NATO-ova neborbena misija za obuku, pomo¢ i
savjetovanje afganistanskih snaga sigurnosti i

institucija Odlu€na potpora (Resolute Support — RSM)

Following the conclusion of ISAF, a non-combat Resolute
Support Mission (RSM), aimed at training, assistance and
advisory support to the Afghanistan National Security
Force and institutions, was launched
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Skupnik Josip Briski, pripadnik 10. HRVCON-a u NATO-ovoj misiji potpore miru Odlu¢na
potpora, preminuo je 24. srpnja 2019. od teskih ozljeda zadobivenih tijekom napada na
vozilo OSRH u Kabulu. Dvojica pripadnika OSRH u tom su napadu ranjena. Skupnik Briski
prvi je smrtno stradali hrvatski vojnik u oruzanim sukobima otkako je Hrvatska pocela
sudjelovanje u mirovnim misijama i operacijama.

OPERACIJA KFOR NA KOSOVU

Pripadnici OSRH od 2009. sudjeluju i u operaciji KFOR na Kosovu. Operacija je
uspostavljena Rezolucijom 1244 Vijeca sigurnosti UN-a u lipnju 1999. sa zadac¢om
potpore izgradnji i odrZavanju stabilnosti i mira na Kosovu, u kojem ¢e biti moguce
pronaci odrZiva politicka rjeSenja. Osim toga, KFOR pomaZze izgradnji Kosovskih snaga
sigurnosti kao profesionalne, dobrovoljne i multietni¢ke snage. Posebna se pozornost
posvecuje zastiti manjina i kulturne bastine.

U operaciji KFOR sudjeluje 30 zemalja. Oruzane snage RH pocele su sudjelovanje u srpnju
20009. u skladu s Odlukom Hrvatskog sabora o upuéivanju prvog HRVCON-a s 20 pripadnika

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

cultural dimension of the country they were deployed to, and was also integrated into the
pre-deployment expert reference for Croatian Armed Forces contingents. It contributed
to the successful conduct of tasks by the Croatian Armed Forces, a better acceptance in
Afghanistan and by extension to greater personal safety.

The Resolute Support Mission was authorised by UN Security Council Resolution 2189.
The Croatian contingents to Resolute Support Mission were more focussed on advising
and training, and less on securing the advisory teams and the Camp.

Members of HRVCON in the Resolute Support Mission are deployed in two areas of re-
sponsibility - in the Train, Advise, Assist Command (TAAC) Capital in Kabul and in Train,
Advise, Assist Command North (TAAC-N) in Mazar-e-Sharif, where the majority of HRV-
CON's forces are located.

The forces rotated on 6-month basis, and the deployment to ISAF was on a voluntary
basis, as was the case with all other international missions and operations.

Over time the training standards were raised to ever higher levels.

The experience of previous contingents was incorporated into the training, and the ex-
perience of members of the Croatian Armed Forces from the Homeland War was invalu-
able. The training was conducted in the conditions that replicated as much as possible
the original ones.
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i dva transportna helikoptera Mi-17Sh. Osnovna je
zada¢a HRVCON-a prijevoz snaga KFOR-a, tereta
i VIP osoba. Pripadnici HRVCON-a smjesteni su
u americkoj bazi “Bondsteel”, UroSevac/Ferizai, a
nalaze se pod izravnim zapovijedanjem zapovjednika
KFOR-a. OruZane snage RH sudjeluju i sa stoZernim
osobljem koje se nalazi u Zapovjednistvu KFOR-a
u kampu “Film City” u PriStini. Rotacije prvih Sest
kontingenata trajale su do tri mjeseca, a potom
do pet mjeseci.' Do kraja 2015. u operaciju KFOR
upuceno je 20 hrvatskih kontingenata, a sudjelovanje
u misiji se nastavlja

Tijekom 2018. unutar Cetiri rotacije u operaciji potpore miru KFOR na Kosovu
sudjelovalo je 148=pripadnika~@SRH;"medu kojima je bilo osam Zena. Pripadnici su
stacionirani na tri lokacije u podru¢ju operacije. Redovite rotacije svih sastavnica
hrvatskog kontingenta provodene su svaka Cetiri mjeseca. ZavrSetkom izgradnje i
primopredajom helikopterske baze na vojnom dijelu priStinske zra¢ne luke stvoreni
su uvjeti za premjestanje sastavnica hrvatskog kontingenta iz kampa “Bondsteel”
u zra¢nu luku. U operaciji je 2018. sudjelovalo sedam helikoptera Hrvatskog ratnog
zrakoplovstva. S dva transportna helikoptera ostvaren je 631 let i nalet od 264 sata
i 20 minuta, pri ¢emu su prevezene 1924 osobe i dvije tone tereta.

U skladu's Odlukom Hrvatskog sabora od 27. studenog
2020., u operaciju potpore miru KFOR na Kosovu u
2021.i2022. godini odobreno je i predvideno slanje da
150 pripadnika OSRH s do dva helikoptera Hrvatskog
ratnog zrakoplovstva, uz mogucénost rotacije.'

EFPBG USA POLJSKA

NATO-ova aktivhost ojacane predhje
prisutnosti (Enhanced Forward Presence)

NATO je zbog pogorsanja sigurnospé situacije
Ra=SVOjiMm=istoCNiM-granicama=dono na samitu
u VarSavi u srpnju 2016. niz odluka o jacanju
svojih obrambenih sposobnosti s ciljem podizanja
sigurnosti gradana utimzemljama. Tako je donesena

THE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES IN PKO

A new big step forward in the training was the joint
training of all HRVCON components in the exercises
titled “Hrvatski ponos” (“Croatian Pride”).

In 2014 - after 17 years of participation in ISAF -
Croatia was given the first-time opportunity to as-
sign @ member to the post of general. The incum-
bent was Brigadier General Gordana Garas$i¢, as
Gender Advisor (GENAD) to the ISAF Commander.
By introducing gender advisers NATO wanted to im-
prove the training of the Afghan National Security
Forces, as well as government officials, and to make
women aware that they are an equal part of society
and can work in the military and_police. Brig. Gen.
Garasi¢ served in ISAF from April to late December
2014, i.e. until the completion of the Operation.
More than 4,500 members of the Croatian Armed
Forces took part in the ISAF operation.

The 24th HRVCON was the last Croatian Contin-
gent in the Operation ISAF and the first in a new
peacekeeping mission in Afghamstan called Reso-
lute Support Missian.

With the completion of Operatioft ISAF in December
2014, NATO members with Partner countries con-
tinued to contribute to Afghanistan by participating
in the PSO titled Resollite Support Mission, which
commenced on 1 JaAuary 2015. The 24th HRVCON
deployed in Afghanistan at the time was redesig-
nated 1st HRVCON to Resolute Support Mission.
Mission Resolute support was authorised by the
UN Security Council Resolution 2189. The focus of
the Croatian contingents on this mission is more
focused on counseling and training, and to a lesser
extent it also deals with the protection of coun-
seling teams and, if necessary, of their camp. ;
Regarding the new tasks, the ANSF was given full”
responsibility-for-the-security situation-in-the-aréa
of operation, most HRVCONs were tasked with
training and advising the Afghan National Army and
police forces. The Croatian members were divided

11) http://www.osrh.hr/#rubData/HTML/HR/MVS/MISIJE/20150814_NATO_misije_i_operacije/NATO_misije_i_operacije_HR.htm (14.08.2015.)
12) https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2020_12_133_2522.html (Pregledano 26. travnja 2021.)
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Pripadnici OSRH u operaciji
KFOR na Kosovu sudjeluju od
2009. godine

Members of the Croatian
Armed Forces have been
engaged in KFOR in Kosovo
since 2009

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT
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i odluka o implementaciji koncepta ojacane prednje
prisutnosti, odnosno o razmjestanju Cetiriju borbenih
multinacionalnih skupina savezni¢kih snaga na
podrucje Litve, Latvije, Estonije te Poljske. Vodstvo i
zapovijedanje povjereno je Kanadi (multinacionalne
snage rasporedene u Latviji), SR Njemackoj (snage
razmjestene u Litvi), Ujedinjenom Kraljevstvu
(snage u Estoniji) te Sjedinjenim Americkim
DrZzavama (snage razmjestene u Poljskoj).

Republika Hrvatska uputila je prvi kontingent u Poljsku u listopadu 2017, potvrdivsi
tako svoja stanovista o vaZnosti razvoja zajednickih obrambenih aktivnosti u okviru
NATO-a, kao i spremnost da u njima sudjeluje i pridonosi temeljnim vrijednostima
Saveza. Drugi je kontingent stigao u Poljsku u oZujku 2018., a tre¢i je na poljski
vojni poligon “Bemowo Piskie” upucen u listopadu te godine. U travnju 2019. na
sjeveru Poljske obavljena je primopredaja duznosti izmedu 3. i 4. HRVCON-a u
sastavu Borbene grupe Poljska u sklopu NATO-ove aktivnosti oja¢ane prednje
prisutnosti.

U toj je NATO-ovoj aktivnosti tijekom 2018. u tri
rotacije sudjelovalo 230 pripadnika OSRH, od kojih
je osam Zena. Kontingenti su sudjelovali u brojnim
obucnim, vjeZbovnim, humanitarnim i protokolarnim
aktivnostima, topni¢kim bojnim gadanjima,
dobrovoljnim darivanjima krvi te promidZzbenim
aktivnostima. U 2018. pripadnici OSRH u Poljskoj
su pruzali potporu Veleposlanstvu Republike
Hrvatske u Republici Poljskoj u postavljanju i
otvaranju izloZzbe Nematerijalna UNESCO bastina
u Republici Hrvatskoj, organizirani su i posjeti prvog
docasnika NATO-ova Saveznitkog zapovjedniStva
za operacije, zamjenice glavnog tajnika NATO-a
te izaslanstava.

Hrvatski sabor odobrio je 27. studenog 2020. slanje
do 90 pripadnika OruZanih snaga RH u 2021. uz
mogucnost rotacije u sklopu NATO-ove aktivnosti
ojacane prednje prisutnosti u Borbenu grupu pod
vodstvom Sjedinjenih Americkih Drzava.'®

EFPBG DEU LITVA

NATO-ova aktivhost ojacane prednje
prisutnosti (Enhanced Forward Presence)
Tijekom NATO-ova samita u Var3avi u srpnju
2016. ¢lanice su usvojile niz odluka kako bi ojacale
odvracanje i obranu Saveza. Bio je to odgovor
na pogorsano sigurnosng stanje u neposrednom
susjedstvu NATO-a i uz same njegove granice.
Dogovorena je, a ubrzo zatim i realizirana
implementacija jacanja prednje prisutnosti
razmjeStanjem Cetiriju borbenih grupa saveznickih
snaga u zemljama_u.isto€nom dijelu Saveza: Litvi,
Latviji, Estoniji i Poljskoj. Cetiri borbene grupe
sastavijene=sug=od multinacionalnih saveznickih
snaga, a pod vodstvom su Kanade (snage u Latviji),
SR Njemacke (snage u Litvi), Ujedinjenog Kraljevstva
(snage u Estoniji) te Sjedinjenih Americkih DrZzava
(snage razmjestene u Poljskoj).

Jasno opredijeljena za aktivan doprinos kolektivnoj
obrani i temeljnim vrijednostima Sjevernoatlantskog
saveza, Republika Hrvatska uputila je pocetkom
prosinca 2017. u Litvu 1. hrvatski kontingent
eFPBG-DEU (Litva), u kojem su bile snage iz sastava
Gardijske mehanizirane brigade: 12 casnika, 41
docasnik, 129 vojnika, medu kojima je bilo deset
Zena, te borbena oklopna vozila uklju¢ujuci potporne
logisticke elemente. Potkraj lipnja 2018. kontingent
se vratio iz Litve nakon uspjesno provedenih zadaca.
Pripadnici hrvatskog kontingenta provodili su zadace
obuke i vjezbi radi postizanja spremnosti za brzi
razmjestaj u sastavu borbene grupe pod vodstvom
Njemacke, a sudjelovali su i na razli¢itim obuc¢nim,
vjezbovnim, sportskim i protokolarnim aktivnostima
potvrdujuci pritom zajednistvo ¢lanica te snaine,,-'"
transatlantske veze.
Uz pripadnike OSRH, pod vodstvom SR Njemacke
u Litvi su sudjelovali i pripadnici oruZanih snaga
Nizozemske, Norveske, Belgije, Luksemburga,
Francuske te zemlje domacina.

13) https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2020_12_133_2524.html (Pregledano 26. travnja 2021.)
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into four basic advisory teams (advisors in the ANA
Regional Combat Training School, the advisors in
the Basic Police Command and in the ANA Spe-
cial Battalion Advisory Team, and a member of the
Army Forces Advisory Team.

Members of the Force Protection Train Advice As-
sist Company (FP TAA COY) were assigned with se-
curing and protection of all advisory teams in the
TAAC North in the Camp Shaheen. Croatian sol-
diers were also assigned to the Situational Aware-
ness and Recovery Operations Center(SAROC),
and tasked with creating objective operational
awareness in the area of operations of the TAAC
North, and eoordinating the activities of the forc-
es protecting the Camp Marmal and the advisory
teams.

According to the changed structure and tasks of
the HRVCONSs in the Resolute Support Mission,
the infantry forces took on the Safe Haven task in
the Camp Shaheen and immediate protection of
advisors during the visits to/the advised personnel
(the Guardian Angel). The respective component
comprised the membérs of the Army of Monte-
negro, and most gosts within the SAROC were
manned by mepibers of the A-5 nations’ forces.
The 2nd HRVCON also comprised the members of
the armed forces of Albania, Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, Montenegro and Macedonia. The Croatian
contribution was complemented with a lead role in
the additional advisory team in the Afghan Special
Police Training Centre, and with the advisors to the
air advisory team, tasked with mentoring the Af-
ghanistan Air Force helicopter units.

The engagement of the Croatian Armed Forc
Afghanistan - first in ISAF and in Resolute
MissioR==-was-the-arge issi in which
they took part. In 2015 a 216-member Croatian
Contingent was deployed to Resolute Support Mis-
sion. In 2016 it had 186 members and in 2017 and
in 2018 it was expanded to 231.

The 10th HRVCON, deployed in Kabul and Mazar-
e-Sharif in 2019, also had two Military Police work-
ing dogs, and the Croatian soldiers were joined by
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members of the armed forces of the partner coun-
tries (the member countries of the U.S. -Adriatic
Charter - Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Monte-
negro and North Macedonia).

The return of the members of the 12th HRVCON
to Resolute Support to Croatia in mid September
2020 concluded the Croatian participation in the
mission.

Corporal Josip Briski, a member of the 10th HRV-
CON to NATO's Resolute Support Mission, died on
24 July 2019 as a result of heavy wounding suf-
fered in an attack on a vehicle of the Croatian
Armed Forces in Kabul. Tvo other Croatian soldiers
were wounded. Corporal Briski is the first Croatian
casualty in armed conflicts since Croatia joined
peace missions and operations.

OPERATION KFOR IN KOSOV0

The members of the Croatian Armed Forces have par-
ticipated in KFOR in Kosovo since 2009. The Operation
was authorised by the UN Security Council Resolution
1244 of June 1999, in support of wider international
efforts to build peace and stability in the area and has
contributed to maintaining a safe and secure environ-
ment in Kosovo and freedom of movement for all.
KFOR also supported the development of the Ko-
sovo Security Force as a professional, voluntary and
multi-ethnic force. Special focus was placed on pro-
tection of minorities and of cultural heritage.
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Republika Hrvatska jedna

je od 27 europskih zemalja
koja je u okviru operacije
Triton angaZirana u akcijama
spaSavanja migranata

na Sredozemlju

The Republic of Croatia is
one of 27 European countries
engaged in rescuing migrants
in the Mediterranean, within
the Operation “Triton"
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Hrvatski sabor donio je 12. srpnja 2019. Odluku
kojom se tijekom 2019. i 2020. godine odobrava
slanje do 200 pripadnika u aktivnost ojacane prednje
prisutnosti NATO-a u Republici Litvi.

SEA GUARDIAN

NATO-ova operacija potpore miru na
Sredozemlju

NATO je na samitu u Varsavi u lipnju 2016. najavio
transformaciju svoje dotadasnje misije koja se
provodila na podrucju Sredozemlja, Active Endeavour,
u NATO-ovu operaciju_potpore miru Sea Guardian.
Operacija je osmisljena i realizirana kao moguénost
umapredenja pomorske situacijske informiranosti,
razvoja regionalne pomorske sigurnosti, borbe protiv
terorizma, osiguravanja slobode plovidbe, izvrSavanja
zadaca nuzZnog pomorskog presretanja, doprinosa
borbi protiv proliferacije oruZja za masovno unistenje,
zastite klju€ne infrastrukture, razvoja sposobnosti
ratnih mornarica partnerskih zemalja na Sredozemlju.

Pripadnici Oruzanih snaga RH - 1. hrvatski kontingent u operaciju Sea Guardian
ukljucio se 3. rujna 2018. godine. Cinila su ga 33 pripadnika OruZanih snaga
medu kojima je bila i jedna Zena, te brod Hrvatske ratne mornarice - raketna
topovnja¢a RTOP-41 Vukovar. Bilo je to prvi put da brod Hrvatske ratne mornarice
sudjeluje u NATO-ovoj operaciji na Sredozemlju te time pridonosi ulozi Hrvatske u
savezni¢kim naporima u ostvarenju sigurnosti na moru. Posada i brodski sustavi
bili su takoder provjereni do krajnjih granica u hidrometeoroloskim uvjetima i
okruZenju sredidnjeg i juZznog Sredozemlja.

U operaciji Sea Guardian brod Hrvatske ram’é
mornarice bio je angaZiran 22 dana, pokrivajuci
prostor dug oko 180 te prosjecno Sirok 100 Mautickih
milja, omeden zapadnom obalom Sicilife, obalom
TuRisa=i=Maltom. Za=to=viijeme=pieplovio je vise
od 4000 nautickih milja. U skladu s mandatom
operacije, pripadnici hrvatskog kontingenta provodili
suneborbene zadace s teZiStem na stvaranju cjelovite
pomorske situacijske slike, identifikaciju i pracenje
plovila koja su potencijalna prijetnja te su pridonosili
uocljivosti snaga na moru radi odvra¢anja mogucih
ugroza i potpore NATO-ovu strateSkom komuniciranju.
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THE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES IN PKO

KFOR engages the forces of 30 countries. The
Croatian Armed Forces joined the Operation in July
20009, under the Decision of the Croatian Parliament
on the Deployment of the 1st HRVCON manned by
20 members and two Mi-17Sh transport helicop-
ters. The HRVCONSs have been tasked with trans-
port of KFOR forces, cargo and VIPs. The HRVCON
members are stationed in the US Bondsteel base
in Ferizaj / UroSevac, and are under the direct com-
mand of the KFOR commander. The Croatian Armed
Forces also contribute the staff based at the KFOR
Command in Film City Camp in Pristina. The first six
contingents were engaged for up.to three months,
later extended to #p to five months. As many as
20 Croatian Contingents were deployed to KFOR by
the end of 2015, and the engagement in the mis-
sion continues.

On 27 November 2020 the Croatian Parliament
adopted the Decision on the deployment of up to
150 members of the Croatian Armed,Forces to the
KFOR peace suppart operation ingKosovo in 2021
and in 2022, with up to two heligdpters of the Croa-
tian Air Force, on a rotationalbasis.

THE U.3. -LED'EFPBG — POLAND

NATO’s Enhanced Forward Presence

In view of deteriorated security situation along its
eastern flank at the Warsaw Summit held in July
2016 NATO decided to enhance defence capabili-
ties aimed at upgrading security of the citizens in
the countries. A decision to implement enhanced
forward presence, through the deployment of four
allied multinational battlegroups in Lithuania, Lat-
via, Estonia and Poland. Canada was assigned as”
Lead Natien-of-the-Battlegroup-deployed-in-katvia,
Germany as Lead Nation of the Battlegroup de-
ployed in Lithuania, the United Kingdom as Lead
Nation of the Battlegroup deployed in Estonia and
the United States as Lead Nation of the Battle-
group deployed in Poland.

The Republic of Croatia deployed its first contingent
to Poland in October 2017, reaffirming its views on

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES



1. hrvatski kontingent u operaciju

Sea Guardian ukljucio se 2018. godine,

a bilo je to prvi put da brod Hrvatske ratne
mornarice sudjeluje u NATO-ovoj

operaciji na Sredozemlju

The 1st HRVCON to Sea Guardian
Operation was deployed in 2018. It was the
first engagement of a ship of the Croatian
Navy in the NATO-led operation in

the Mediterranean
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Republika Hrvatska prvi je kontingent

u NATO-ovu aktivnost ojacane prednje
prisutnosti u Republiku Poljsku uputila u
listopadu 2017.

The Republic of Croaita sent its first
Contingent to NATO’s Enhanced Forward
Presence in Poland in October 2017
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Operacija Sea Guardian, te pripadnici OruZanih snaga RH kao dio okupljenih NATO-ovih
snaga, znatno su unaprijedili sigurnost na Sredozemlju te su zajednicki osigurali uskladeno
angaZiranje ljudskih i materijalnih resursa ¢lanica Europske unije i NATO-a u dostizanju
zajednickih sigurnosnih ciljeva. Hrvatski sabor donio je na sjednici odrZzanoj 27. studenog
2020. godine Odluku da se tijekom 2021. u operaciju potpore miru Sea Guardian na
Sredozemlju uputi do 35 pripadnika OruZanih snaga RH.1*

NATO-ova misija Irak

Na NATO-ovu samitu u Bruxellesu 2018. na zahtjev iracke vlade i u suradnji s Globalnom
koalicijom za borbu protiv ISIL-a Celnici ¢lanica Saveza uspostavili su novu neborbenu,
obu¢nu misiju nazvanu NATO-ova misija Irak (NMI). U misiji je angaZirano nekoliko stotina
NATO-ovih instruktora u nadogradnji obuke i naporima u izgradnji sposobnosti koje su
dostignute kroz NATO-ovu inicijativu obuke i izgradnje kapaciteta za Irak od 2017. (NATO
Training and Capacity Building Iraqg - NTCB-I).

FOTO: IVAN GRGIC, 7. HRVCON

the importance of developing joint defence activities within NATO, as well as its readi-
ness to participate and contribute to the fundamental values of the Alliance. The second
contingent arrived in Poland in March 2018, and the third was sent to the Polish military
range “Bemowo Piskie” in October 2018.

April 2019 saw a handover of duty between the 3rd HRVCON and 4th HRVCON within the
Battlegroup in Poland within the Enhanced Forward Presence.

During the deployment to EFP in Poland in the course of 2018 as many as 230 members
of the Croatian Armed Forces were engaged in three rotations. The contingents took part
in numerous training, exercise, humanitarian and protocol activities, live-fire artillery drills,
blood donation and promotion actions. In 2018, members of the Croatian Contingent pro-
vided support to the Embassy of Croatia to Poland in the organisation of the Exhibition
Intangible UNESCO Heritage in the Republic of Croatia, and organised visits of the Allied
Command Operations CSEL, of the NATO Deputy Secretary General and delegations.
The Croatian Parliament on 27 November 2020 approved the deployment of up to 90
members of the Croatian Armed Forces to NATO's Enhanced Forward Presence within
the U.S.-led Battlegroup, on a rotational basis in 2021.

14) https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2020_12_133_2523.html (Pregledano 26. travnja 2021.)
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U skladu s Odlukom Hrvatskog sabora od 31. listo-
pada 2018. godine, 1. hrvatski kontingent, sastavljen
od sedam pripadnika OSRH - ¢Cetiri ¢asnika i tri
docasnika, upucen je u prosincu 2018. u NATO-ovu
neborbenu misiju koja provodi obuku i aktivnosti
izgradnje kapaciteta Irackih snaga sigurnosti. Sest
pripadnika OSRH upuceno je na rok od sedam
mjeseci, a jedan na 13 mjeseci. U sastavu kontingenta
je i jedna docasnica. Hrvatski €asnici i docasnici u
NATO-ovoj misiji u Iraku obnasaju duznosti savjetnika,
obucavatelja i mentora te potporne duzZnosti.

Hrvatska sudjelovanjem u misiji pridonosi naporima medunarodne zajednice u izgradnji
stabilnosti Iraka, jacajuc¢i sposobnosti irackih institucija i sigurnosnih snaga u postizanju
srednjorocne i dugorocne stabilizacije i sigurnosti.

Hrvatski sabor donio je 12. srpnja 2019. godine Odluku o nastavku sudjelovanja
pripadnika OruZanih snaga RH u NATO-ovoj misiji u Iraku. Tijekom 2020. i 2021. u
misiju NMI planirano je uputiti do deset pripadnika OSRH.

SUDJELOVANJE U
OPERACIJAMA EUROPSKE UNIJE

EUFOR TCHAD/RCA

Hrvatska je pocela sudjelovanje u operacijama EU-a
poCetkom listopada 2008. upucivanjem svojih pripad-
nika u EUFOR Tchad/RCA u Cad i Srednjoafricku Repu-
bliku. Tad jo$ nije bila ¢lanica EU-a, a sudjelovanjem u
operaciji potvrdila je svoj strateski cilj — ¢lanstvo u Uni-
ji, a time i doprinos njezinim sposobnostima za uprav-
ljanje krizama. Pripadnici HRVCON-a, njih petnaest kao
¢lanovi izvidnickog tima, upuceni su u operaciju na Sest
mjeseci. Bili su rasporedeni u podrucju Multinacionalne
bojne Sjever (MNB-N) pod vodstvom Poljske, gdje su
izvrSavali zadace pratnje, ophodnje i izvidanja teritori-
ja.1® Operacija je zavrsila mandat 15. oZujka 2009, kad
je nastavljena pod mandatom UN-a.'®

EU NAVFOR ATALANTA

Hrvatska je sudjelovanje u operacijama Europske
unije nastavila ve¢ 2009, i to u sklopu operacije EU
NAVFOR ATALANTA. Zbog sve agresivnijih napada
pirata na trgovacke brodove koji prolaze Adenskim
zaljevom, Vijece sigurnosti UN-a donijelo je Rezoluciju
1814, kojom je od ¢lanica UN-a sluzbeno zatrazena
zastita plovila koja u sklopu Svjetskog programa
za hranu (World Food Programme — WFP) prevoze
humanitarnu pomo¢ za Somaliju, kao i drugih plovila
koja prolaze podru¢jem operacije, te odvracanje,
zastitu i suzbijanje_kriminalnih_radnji piratstva i
oruZane pljacke s podruc¢ja Somalije. Operacija je dio
sveebuhvatnog-pristupa Europske unije tijekom krize
u Somaliji, s naglaskom na politickim, sigurnosnim i
humanitarnim aspektima.

Hrvatska je uputila u srpnju 2009. pripadnika HRM-a
na francusku fregatu klase La Fayette F 713 Aconit.
Bilo je to jednokratno upucivanje bez planirane
rotacije u skladu s bilateralnim dogovorom. Sva
se ostala upucivanja na brodove takoder provode
u skladu s bilateralnim dogovorima sa zemljama
koje pokaZu interes za ukrcaj nasih ¢asnika na svoje
brodove.

Za razliku od ukrcaja na brodove, koji je baziran na
bilateralnim dogovorima sa zemljama partnerima i ne
odvija se u pravilnim ciklusima, Republika Hrvatska u
Operativnom zapovjednistvu operacije u Northwoodu,
Ujedinjeno Kraljevstvo, sudjeluje od 10. kolovoza
2009. u redovitim Sestomjesenim rotacijama na
duZnosti Casnika za analizu operacije u Odjelu CJ-5.
Od 22. prosinca 2014. do sredine travnja 2015.

u operaciji ATALANTA sudjelovao je i autonomni

tim za zatitu broda (Autonomous Vessel Protectis"
on-Detachment.—-AVPD).s 12 pripadnika-OSRH/17
Prvi je hrvatski AVPD tim bio upucen 22. prosinca
2014. u podrugje mirovne operacije Europske unije

15) Mirovna operacija Chad. / Peacekeeping Mission Chad [Fotomonografija.], Ministarstvo obrane Republike Hrvatske, Sluzba za odnose s javno3¢u i informiranje,

Odjel hrvatskih vojnih glasila, Zagreb, 2009. str. 17.

16) http://www.morh.hr/hr/10-godina-sudjelovanja-osrh-u-mirovnim-misijama/sudjelovanje-pripadnika-osrh-u-mirovnim-misijama.html (9.10.2009.)
17) http://www.osrh.hr/#rubData/HTML/HR/MVS/MISIJE/20150814_EU_operacije_potpore_miru_v2/EU_operacije_potpore_miru_HR.htm (14.08.2015.)
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EFPBG-DEU LITHUANIA

NATO’s Enhanced Forward Presence

During NATO’s summit held in Warsaw in July 2016
the member nations adopted a series of decisions
aimed at deterrence and defence of the Alliance.
It was a response to a deteriorated security in
NATO'’s immediate vicinity and in its eastern part.
The agreed Enhanced Forward Presence was im-
plemented through the deployment of four Bat-
tlegroups in the east member nation members:
Lithuania, Latvia, Estonia and Poland. The four
Battlegroups .were composed of multinational
allied forces! led by Canada (Latvia), Germany
(Lithuania), the UK (Estonia) and the U.S. (Poland)
respectively.

Firmly committed to active contribution to col-
lective defence and fundamental values of the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization, the Republic
of Croatia deployed the 1st Croatian EFPBG-DEU
Contingent to Lithuania ing&arly December 2017,
which comprised forces”of the Guards Mecha-
nised Brigade (12 offy ers, 41 NCOs, 129 enlisted
soldiers), and armered combat vehicles including
logistic supportelements. In late June 2018, the
Contingent returned from Lithuania after the suc-
cessfully completed mission. The members of the
Croatian contingent conducted training and exer-
cises to attain readiness for rapid deployment in
the German-led Battlegroup, and also took part in
various training, exercise, sport and protocol activ-

ities, affirming the unity of members and a strong __/_.;'f'""/
transatlantic bond.

The Germany-led Battlegroup in Lithuania gath-
ered the members of the armed forces__.,-c'ﬁf the
Netherlands.-Norway, Belgitmyktixemburg, France
and of Lithuania.

At its session of 12 July 2019 the Croatian Parlia-
ment adopted the Decision to deploy up to 200
members of the Croatian Armed Forces to the En-
hanced Forward Presence in the Republic of Lithu-
ania for the period 2019-2020.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

THE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES IN PKO

SEA GUARDIAN

NATO-led Peace Support Operation in the
Mediterranean

At its summit in Warsaw 2016 NATO announced
transformation of the mission Active Endeavour on-
going in the Mediterranean into a Peace Support
Operation “Sea Guardian’.

The Operation was conceived and conducted to build maritime security capacity,
provide support to maritime situational awareness and to maritime counter-terror-
ism, uphold freedom of navigation, conduct maritime interdiction, fight the prolif-
eration of weapons of mass destruction, and protect critical infrastructure, as well
as to develop capabilities of the partner navies in the Mediterranean.

The Croatian Armed Forces deployed the 1st HRVCON (composed of 33 members
and the “Vukovar” RTOP Missile Boat. It was the first engagement of a Croatian
Navy ship in a NATO-led operation in the Mediterannean and the first opportunity
for Croatia to contribute to the Allies’ efforts towards security at sea.

The crew and the ship systems underwent extreme weather testing and in conditions
simulating the environment in the central and south Mediterranean.

The Vukovar Missile Boat remained in the Operation for 22 days, and covered the area
180X100 nm, between the west coast of Sicily, the Tunisian coast and Malta. The boat
crossed over 4,000 nm. In accordance with the Operation mandate, the members of
the HRVCON conducted non-combat tasks with the emphasis on maritime situational
awareness, identification and tracking of potentially harmful vessels and enhanced the
force visibility at sea for the purpose of deterrence and support to NATO's strategic
communication.

The Operation “Sea Guardian” and the Croatian
contingent as part of NATO forces enhanced the
security of the Mediterranean and ensured coordi-
nated operation of human and material resources
of the EU and NATO member countries towards the
implementation of common security targets.

At its session of 12 July 2019 the Croatian Parlia-
ment adopted the Decision to deploy up to 50 mem-
bers of the Croatian Armed Forces to the Operation
Sea Guardian for the period of the year 2020.

On 27 November 2020 the Croatian Parliament
adopted the Decision on the participation of up to
35 members of the Croatian Armed Forces in Sea
Guardian Operation during 2021.
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ATALANTA, gdje je na ciparskom brodu MSM Douro
bio angaZiran tri mjeseca. Uz pripadnike Hrvatske
ratne mornarice, u timu su bili i pripadnici Zapovjed-
niStva za potporu i Bojne za specijalna djelovanja.
Zadaca hrvatskog AVPD tima bilo je osiguravanje i
zastita trgovackih brodova koji u sklopu Svjetskog
programa za hranu plove ispred obale Somalije i
susjednih zemalja te prevoze stanovnistvu humani-
tarnu pomoc i hranu. Vojni tim nalazi se na brodu
tijekom plovidbe, u lukama i na sidristu, a zadaca
mu je maksimalna zastita broda od piratskih napa-
da, otmica, pljacki na moru i u luci te odvracanje i
prevencija.tih.napada, '8

AVPD tim plovie=je=ma=brodu=MSM=Douro od luke DZibouti do somalskih luka
Berbera, Bosaso, Mogadisu i Kismayo te tanzanijske luke Dar-es-Salam i luke
Mombasa u Keniji. Za to je vrijeme presao vise od 7000 milja i prevezao vise od
22 000 tona hrane i humanitarne pomodi. Prvi je hrvatski AVPD tim za uspje-
san rad, odli¢ne postignute rezultate i vrijedna izvjeS¢a nekoliko puta pohvalilo
nadredeno zapovjednistvo, a 4. oZujka 2015. zapovjednik Mornarickih snaga EU-a
kontraadmiral Jonas Haggren urucio mu je medalju Europske unije (EU Common
Security and Defence Policy medal).*®

EU NAVEOR SOMALIA - ATALANTA

Operacija EU NAVFOR Somalia — ATALANTA dio je
sveobuhvatnog pristupa Europske unije i pokusa-
ja rjeSavanja brojnih problema na Africkom rogu.
Piratstvo u somalskim vodama, odnosno vodama
Adenskog zaljeva posljedica je dugogodisnjeg ne-
postojanja funkcionalne drZavne vlasti u Somaliji, ali
i siromastva u tom dijelu svijeta. Savez islamski’h
sudova proglasio je 2006. piratstvo kaznenig dje-
lom za koje je predvidena smrtna kazna,Lime su
piratske aktivnosti na krace vrijeme préstale. No,
RakoR=5to=su=etiopske=postiojbe=swrgnule s vlasti
Savez islamskih sudova, piratstvo ponovno oZiv-
ljava: izmedu 1000 i 1500 biv3ih vojnika, ribara i
tehnoloskih stru¢njaka pocinje piratske aktivnosti

THE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES IN PKO

NATO MISSION IRAQ (NMI)

At NATO's summit in Brussels in 2018 the heads
of the member states decided to establish a new
non-combat mission titled NATO'’s Mission in Irag,
at the request of the Iragi Government and in close
coordination with the Global Coalition to Defeat
ISIL. The Mission saw the engament of hundreds
of NATO instructors training and mentoring to
build capabilities through NATO's Train and Ca-
pacity Building initiative.

Through its participation in NMI Croatia contrib-
utes to the efforts by the international community
to build Irag’s stability, strengthening the capa-
bilities of the Iragi institutions and security forces
towards a mid- and long-term stabilisation and
security.

In accordance with the Decision of the Croatian
Parliament of 31 October 2018, in December
2018 the 1st HRVCON, composed of#seven mem-
bers of the Croatian Armed Forgés four officers
and three NCOs; six deployed fof 7-month and one
member for 13 months), was deployed to the NMI,
a training and capacity;building mission for the
Iragi Security Forces. Jhe Contingent also includes
one NCO. Croatian gfficers and non-commissioned
officers in the NATO mission in Iraq perform the
duties of advisors, trainers and mentors, as well as
support duties.

By participating in the mission, Croatia is contrib-
uting to the international community’s efforts to
build Irag’s stability, strengthening the capacity
of Iraqi institutions and security forces to achieve
medium- and long-term stability and security. /
The Croatian Parliament on 12 July 2019 adopted the/”
Decision on=Continued-Deploymeni-of-Croatian-Armed
Forces in NATO's mission in Iraq. Up to 10 members will
be deployed to NMI during 2020 and 2021.

18) http://www.morh.hr/hr/vijesti-najave-i-priopcenja/priopcenja/10762-prvi-hrvatski-avpd-tim-upu%C4%87en-u-operaciju-atalanta22.html (22.12.2014.)

19) (http://eunavfor.eu/)

) I
lld 30 GODINA ORUZANIH SNAGA REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES



Zadaca hrvatskog AVPD-a osiguranje je

i zaStita trgovackih brodova koji u sklopu
Svjetskog programa za hranu plove ispred
obale Somalije i susjednih zemalja te
prevoze humanitarnu pomoé i hranu

The mission of the Croatian AVPD was

within the World Food
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U sLUZBI THE CROATIAN
MIRA ARMED FORCES IN PKO

AngaZmanom u mirovnoj operaciji u
Cadu, EUFOR TCHAD/RCA, Republika
Hrvatska dokazala je svoju sprem-
nost aktivno pridonositi jednom od
dugorocéhnih ciljeva EU-a, a to je potpora
miru i sigurnosti na podruéju Afrike

Through the engagement in the peace
operation EUFOR TCHAD/RCA the
Republic of Croatia has proved its
readiness for active contribution to
of the EU’s long-term goals - the

[
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kao dodatni izvor prihoda. UporiSta pirata podrucja su autonomne pokrajine Puntland, u
okolici gradova Harardheea i Eyla odakle odlaze u pohode po somalskim i medunarod-
nim vodama od Adenskog zaljeva pa sve do El Maana na jugu. Pirati su naoruzani, krecu
se brzim i lakim brodicama i iznenada napadaju. Meta su im uglavnom medunarodni
trgovacki brodovi, brodovi Svjetskog programa za hranu te brodovi Misije Africke unije
u Somaliji (AMISOM,), a cilj im je oteti brod te za njega postici 5to viSu otkupninu. Kao
odgovor na napade i ugroZavanje brodova koji prolaze Adenskim zaljevom, Vije¢e Europ-
ske unije donosi odluku o pokretanju vojne operacije EU NAVFOR Somalia — ATALANTA
te istodobno poziva trece zemlje da u njoj sudjeluju. Podrugje operacije obuhvaca juzne
vode Crvenog mora, Adenski zaljev, zapadne vode Indijskog oceana ukljucujuci i Sejsele
te obalno podrugje, teritorijalne i unutarnje vode Somalije.

Vijece EU-a usvojilo je 19. rujna 2008. godine Zajednicku akciju 2008/749/CFSP kojom
je formirano koordinacijsko tijelo u Bruxellesu (EU NAVCO) u svrhu potpore aktivnostima
pojedinih ¢lanica EU-a u provedbi nadzora i zastiti plovila u vodama oko Somalije te
koordinaciji brodova ¢lanica EU-a i NATO-a, kao i brodova komercijalnih kompanija koje
plove tom pomorskom rutom.
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FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

PARTICIPATION IN THE EU-LED MISSIONS
EUFOR TCHAD/RCA

The Republic of Croatia joined the EU-led operations in early October 2008 through the en-
gagement to EUFOR Tchad / RCA in Chad and the Central African Republic. At that time
Croatia was still was not a member of the European Union, and the participation affirmed its
strategic goal -membership in the EU and contribution to its crisis management capabilities.
The members of HRVCON (a 15-member reconnaissance team), were deployed to the Opera-
tion for a six-month rotation. It was deployed in the area of the Multinational Battalion North
(MNB-N) led by Poland, and was assigned with escort, patrol and reconnaissance tasks. The
Operation ended mandate on 15 March 2009 and was extended under a UN mandate.

EU NAVFOR ATALANTA

Croatia continued participating in the EU-led operations in 2009, within the EU NAV-
FOR ATALANTA. Due to increasingly aggressive pirate attacks on merchant ships pass-
ing through the Gulf of Aden, the UN Security Council passed the Resolution 1814,
officially callin upon the member states to protect the vessels carrying humanitarian
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Zajednickom akcijom 2008/851/CFSP EU dana 10. studenog 2008. do-
nesena je odluka o provedbi mirovne operacije kojom ¢e se pomo-
¢i provedbi ranijih rezolucija Vije¢a sigurnosti UN-a, a definira se i man-
dat mirovne operacije Europske unije EU NAVFOR Somalia — ATALANTA.
Plan operacije (Operational Plan — OPLAN) i Pravila djelovanja (Rules of Engagement
- RoE) odobreni su odlukom Vije¢a EU-a 2008/918/CFSP od 8. prosinca 2008. i taj je
datum odreden kao pocetak mirovne operacije Europske unije ATALANTA. Struktura
operacije predvidjela je sudjelovanje EU-a sa snagama jacine do Sest brodova i tri
zrakoplova za izvidanje te ukupno 1200 vojnika.

Hrvatski sabor donio je 3. travnja 2009. godine
Odluku o uputivanju do pet pripadnika Oruzanih
snaga RH, mornarickih do¢asnika i ¢asnika, u ope-
raciju potpore miru EU NAVFOR Somalia — ATA-
LANTA. Hrvatska u redovitim 3estomjesecnim
rotacijama 3alje Casnika u Operativno zapovjed-

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

niStvo operacije u Northwood. Prvi hrvatski AVPD
imao je 12 pripadnika i bio je namijenjen zastiti
broda WFP-a, a sudjelovao je u operaciji od 28.
prosinca 2014. do 13. travnja 2015. godine. Drugi
AVPD tim sudjelovao je u operaciji ATALANTA od
sredine listopada 2016. do pocetka sijecnja 2017,
dok su pripadnici tre¢eg tima sudjelovali u opera-
ciji od kolovoza do prosinca 2018. godine. U 2019.
i 2020. predviden je nastavak hrvatskog sudjelo-
vanja. Hrvatski sabor donio je na sjednici odrZzanoj
27. studenog 2020. godine Odluku da se tijekom
2021.12022. u operaciju potpore miru EU NAFOR
Somalia — ATALANTA uputi do 25 pripadnika Oru-
Zanih snaga RH.2°

OPERACIJA TRITON

Republika Hrvatska angazirana je i u akcijama
spasavanja migranata na Sredozemlju u okviru
operacije Triton. Rije¢ je o zajednickoj operaciji
EU-a u sredisnjem dijelu Sredozemlja, koja je
pocela u studenom 2014. na zahtjev talijanskih
vlasti, s oslanjanjem na ljudske i tehnicke resurse
zemalja sudionica. Hrvatska je tako jedna od ukupno
27 europskih zemalja koja u Tritonu sudjeluje
rasporedivanjem svojeg osoblja i tehnicke opreme.
Hrvatska je sudjelovala u operaciji Triton s 49
pripadnika OSRH i'pet pripadnika Grani¢ne policije
MUP-a na brodu HRM-a SB-72 Andrija Mohorovici¢
i to od pocetka kolovoza do kraja listopada 2015.
godine. Zadaca je bila pruzanje potpore talijanskim
vlastima u Cuvanju granica na moru i spasavanju
migranata u podrucju Sredozemlja. Brod Andrija
Mohorovici¢ vratio se 5. studenog 2015. nakon
tri mjeseca u mati¢nu luku. Njegovoj je posadi
dodijeljena “Plava vrpca Vjesnika” za zasluge u
akciji spasavanja migranata. U iznimno te3kim
uvjetima spasila je 2518 ljudi, medu kojima je bilo
550 djece.2!

20) https://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/2020_12_133_2526.html (Pregledano 26. travnja 2021.)
21) http://www.morh.hr/hr/vijesti-najave-i-priopcenja/vijesti/12379-posada-broda-andrija-mohorovi%C4%8Di%C4%87-osvojila-plavu-vrpcu-vjesnika.html (7.12.2015.)
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aid under the World Food Programme (WFP) for So-
malia and other vessels passing through the area of
operation, and deterrence, protection and combat-
ing criminal acts of piracy and armed robbery from
the area of Somalia. The operation is part of the
European Union's comprehensive approach during
the crisis in Somalia, with a focus on political, secu-
rity and humanitarian aspects.

In July 2009, the Republic of Croatia seconded a
Croatian Navy officer to the French frigate Class La
Fayette F 713 “Aconit”. It was a single deployment
with no rotation planned, as agreed bilaterally. All
other visitations.aboard the_ships take place based
on the bilatéral agreements with the countries
which declare the interest in hosting the Croatian
officers.

Unlike the hosting engagements, which are based
on bilateral agreements with the partner countries
and are not conducted in regular cycles, the en-
gagement in the Operational ;fommand in North-
wood, UK has run since 107August 2009 through
regular 6-month rotatigis of Operation Analysts
Officer in CJ-5.

From 22 Decembef 2014 to mid-April 2015, the
Autonomous Ve gel Protection Detachment (AVPD)
with 12 members of the Croatian Armed Forces took
part in the Qperation ATALANTA. The first Croatian
AVPD team was sent-off on 22 December 2074 to
the area of the European Union's peacekeeping op-
eration ATALANTA, where it was engaged aboard
the ship MSM “Douro” of Cyprus for three months.

The Team was manned by members of the Croatian _‘,/.‘.;/""‘/
Navy, the members of the Support Command and g.f/"’

the the Special Operations Battalion. The Cro;;;tf'én
AVPD Team was assigned with securing aﬁl_‘r/-}d'/pro—
tection-of-the-merchant ships-sailing-the”seas off
the coast of Somalia and the neighbouring coun-
tries and transportating humanitarian aid and food
to the population within the World Food Program.
The AVPD team is based aboard the ships during
the voyage, in ports and at anchorage, tasked with
full protection of the ships from pirate attacks, kid-
napping, and robberies at sea and in ports.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

THE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES IN PKO

The AVPD team operated aboard the MSM “Douro”
ship from the port of Djibouti to the Somali ports
of Berbera, Bosaso, Mogadishu and Kismayo, and
the Tanzanian port of Dar es Salaam and the port
of Mombasa in Kenya. During that period the ship
travelled more than 7,000 miles transporting more
than 22,000 tons of food and humanitarian aid.
The first Croatian AVPD team repeatedly received
commendations from the command for the suc-
cessful operation, excellent results and valuable
reports, and on 4 March 2015 the Commander of
the EU Navy Rear Admiral Jonas Haggren present-
ed the Team with the EU Common Security and
Defence Policy Medal.

EU NAVFOR SOMALIA - ATALANTA

The Operation EU NAVFOR Somalia — ATALANTA constitutes a part of the com-
prehensive approach by the European Union towards the solution to the numerous
problems of the Horn of Africa. Piracy off the coast of Somalia and the waters of
the Gulf of Aden is a result of a prolongued non-existence of functional govern-
ment in Somalia and poverty. As the Islamic Courts Union in 2006 proclaimed
piracy as criminal act sanctioned by death penalty, the piracy was suspended
for a brief but resurged as the Ethiopian forces overthrew the Union. Between
1,000 and 1,500 former soldiers, fishermen and experts engaged in piracy as an
additional source of income. The pirates stronghold are found in the autonomous
provinces of Puntland, in the vicinity of the towns of Harardhee and Eyle, from
where they have ventured into the Somali and international waters from the Gulf
of Aden southward to El Maan.

The pirates are armed and move aboard fast and
light vessels, attacking suddenly. Their target are
mostly international merchant marine vessels, ves-
sels sailing within the World Food Programme and
the vessels of the African Union in Somalia (AMI-
SOM), which they hijack seeking high ransom. The
Council of the European Union decided to launch
the military operation EU NAVFOR Somalia — ATA-
LANTA to tackle the piracy crisis and to invite third
countries to take part. The area of the Operation
includes the south waters of the Red Sea, the Gulf
of Aden, the waters in the western Indian Ocean
including the Seychelles and the coastal area and
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EU NAVFOR MED SOPHIA

Operacija EU NAVFOR MED Sophia pokrenuta je 22.
lipnja 2015. kao dio sveobuhvatnog pristupa Europske
unije rjeSavanju pitanja m’igracija. Multinacionalne
snage u operaciji nadziru podrucje juznog dijela
srediSnjeg Sredozemlja s primarnom zadac¢om
provedbe pojacanog nadzora te onemogucavanja
krijumcara migranata i trgovaca ljudima. U okviru
operacije snage provode i brojne druge zadace,
kao Sto su osposobljavanje Libijske Obalne straZe i
mornarice, pracenje.njezine dugarocne ucinkovitosti
te pomoc¢ provedbi UN-ova embarga na oruzje na

otvorenemrmoretz-obalu Libije. U okviru operacije, a u
skladu s rezolucijama Vijeca sigurnosti UN-a, provode
se i aktivnosti nadzora te prikupljanja informacija o
nezakonitoj trgovini libijskom naftom. Na taj nacin
operacija pridonosi naporima EU-a usmjerenim na
ponovnu uspostavu stabilnosti i sigurnosti u Libiji
te pomorskoj sigurnosti na podru¢ju srediSnjeg
Sredozemlja.

U skladu s dosadasnjom praksom redovitog
produljenja mandata operacije, Vije¢e Europske
unije produljilo je kfajéem 6ZUjka 2019. mandat do
kraja rujna, naglasivii vaZznost nastavka provedbe
mandata uz pojacan nadzor zratnim kapacitetima
i vecu potporu Libijskoj Obalnoj straZi i mornarici u
zada¢ama provedbe zakona na moru.

Republika Hrvatska u operaciju se ukljucila u rujnu
2017, upu¢ivanjem casnika u redovitim rotacijama u
Zapovjednistvo snaga ili na zapovjedni brod u podrucju
operacije te provedbom ronilacke obuke za pripadnike
Libijske Obalne straZe i marnarice u vojarni “Admiral
flote Sveto Letica-Barba” u Splitu. Petotjedna obuk

oroanizirana-kroz.devet-.m dul
(o]

operacije, a na taj nacin Hrvatska povecava svoj
doprinos zajednickim naporima Europske unije kojima
se nastoji pridonijeti jacanju kapaciteta libijskih
institucija, njihovoj funkcionalnosti i samostalnosti
te stvaranju sigurnijeg okruZenja na Sredozemlju.

U operaciji pomorskih snaga EU NAVFOR MED
Sophia sudjelovala su tijekom 2018. Cetiri pripadnika
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the territorial and internal waters of Somalia.

The Council of the European Union on 19 Sep-
tember 2008 adopted the Joint Action 2008/749/
CFSP establishing a coordination body — EU NAV-
CO - in Brussels, with the purpose of supporting
the activities by the EU member countries aimed
at control and protection of vessels sailing in the
waters around Somalia and of coordination of the
EU and NATO member nations vessels and of the
commercial companies vessels sailing along the
given route. Within the Joint Action 2008/851/
CFSP EU on 10 November 2008 the Decision was
adopted to conduct a peace.operation in support to
the implemehtation of former UN Security Coun-
cil resolutions, and the mandate of the EU peace
operation EU NAVFOR Somalia — ATALANTA was
defined. .The Operational Plan (OPLAN) and the
Rules of Engagement ( RoE) were approved in the
Decision of the Council of the EU 2008/918/CFSP
dated 8 December 2008, which was the official
date of the commencemept of the EU-led peace
operation ATALANTA. Thé Operation structure in-
cluded the participati in of the EU forces with a
bers and up to six vessels and

three aircraft.
The Croatiap/Parliament on 3 April 2009 adopted
the Decision on participation of up to five members
of the Croatian Armed Forces (five Navy NCOs and
officers) in the EU NAVFOR Somalia — ATALANTA.
The Croatian Armed Forces deploys an officer to
the Operations Headquarters in Northwood, UK .

The first Croatian 12-member AVPD Team was de- .‘/.;;»‘/'”‘:/
ployed in the Operation from 28 December 201.,/4/'”‘

through 13 April 2015, assigned with proteg@f’r’ig
the vessels within the World Food Programm'é; the
second-AVRD-Team was-engaged-in-ATALANTA
from mid-October 2016 through January 2017,
and the third AVPD Team took part from August
through December 2018 respectively.

On 27 November 2020 the Croatian Parliament
adopted the Decision to the deployment of up to
25 members of the Croatian Armed Forces in EU
NAFOR Somalia - ATALANTA in 2021 and 2022.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

THE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES IN PKO

OPERATION “TRITON™

The Republic of Croatia also engaged in rescue operations of migrants in the Mediter-
ranean within the Operation “Triton®. The Operation “Tritonis a joint EU operation in
the central Mediterranean, launched in November 2014 at the request of the Italian
authorities, and relying on the personnel and technical resources of the participating
countries. Croatia is one of a total of 27 European countries to participate in “Triton’
by deploying personnel and technical assets. The Republic of Croatia engaged 49
members of the Croatian Armed Forces and five members of the Border Police of the
Ministry of the Interior aboard the “Andrija Mohorovi¢i¢” SB-72 Training Vessel from
early August to the end of October 2015. The mission was to provide support to the
Italian authorities in protecting sea borders and rescuing migrants in the Mediterrane-
an. The ship “Andrija Mohorovici¢” returned to its home port on 5 November 2015, after
three months. Its crew was awarded the “Blue Ribbon of Vjesnik”™ on the merit of saving
the lives of 2,518 migrants, among whom 550 children, in extremely difficult conditions.

EU NAVFOR MED SOPHIA

The Operation EU NAVFOR MED Sophia was
launched on 22 June 2015, as a part within the Eu-
ropean Union's broader comprehensive response to
the migration issue.

The Operation features the control of the south
Mediterraneand by the multinational forces, with the
primary mission of enhanced control and prevention
of migrant smuggling and human trafficking. The
forces engaged in EU NAVFOR MED Sophia also
conduct a number of other tasks, such as the training
of the Lybian Coast Guard and the Navy and survey-
ing of its long-term efficiency, as well as assistance
with the implementation of the UN’s arms embargo
in the open seas off the coast of Lybia. The Opera-
tion EU NAVFOR MED Sophia also entails control
and collection of information on illegal trade of the
Lybian oil. It backs the European Union's efforts to
reestablish stability and security in Lybia and the
maritime security in central Mediterranean.

In accordance with the established practice of
regular extension of the Operation mandate, the
Council of the European Union in late March 2019
extended the mandate to late September, under-
lining the importance of the mandate extension,
including the enhanced control through reinforced
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Hrvatske ratne mornarice rasporedena na talijanskom zapovjednom brodu San Marco u
Cetveromjesecnim rotacijama. Hrvatski sabor donio je na sjednici odrZzanoj 31. listopada
2018. godine Odluku o daljnjem sudjelovanju pripadnika OSRH u operaciji i u2019.12020.
odobrio upucivanje do tri pripadnika s mogu¢nos¢u rotacije.

Tijekom godina mijenjao se broj pripadnika OSRH u medunarodnim mirovnim misijama.
Neke su zavrsene, a u nekima se u skladu s procjenama politicke i sigurnosne situacije
broj sudionika smanjivao odnosno povecavao. Hrvatska ce u skladu sa svim strateskim
dokumentima i vanjskopolitickim ciljevima, zahtjevima medunarodne zajednice Cija smo
ravnopravna clanica te svojim gospodarskim moguc¢nostima i dalje aktivno raditi na
uspostavi i o€uvanju svjetskog mira, stabilnosti, sigurnosti, demokraciji i vladavini prava.
Sudjelovanjem u medunarodnim mirovnim misijama i operacijama te aktivnim doprinosom
miru i sigurnosti, Hrvatska pokazuje da je odgovorna ¢lanica medunarodne zajednice
spremna preuzeti svoj dio obveza i odgovornosti.

capacities and major support to the Lybian Coast Guard and Navy with the implemen-
tation of maritime security.

The Republic of Croatia joined EU NAVFOR MED Sophia in September 2017, deploying
officers to the Force Command or to the flagship in the area of the Operation on the rota-
tional basis, and through the administration of diver training for the members of the Lybian
Coast Guard and the Navy in the Barracks “Admiral flote Sveto Letica-Barba” in Split. The
5-aimed at strenghtened capacities and functionality and autonomy of the Lybian institu-
tions building a safer environment in the Mediterranean.Four members of the Croatian Navy
were engaged in the Operation EU NAVFOR MED Sophia during 2018 assigned to the Ital-
ian flagship “San Marco® in 4-month rotations. On 31 October 2018 the Croatian Parliament
adopted the Decision on continued participation of up to three members of the Croatian
Armed Forces in the Operation Sophia in the course of 2019 and 2020, on a rotational basis.
Over the years the number of the members of the Croatian Armed Forces in the inter-
national peace missions varied. Some missions were discontinued and in others the size
varied as a function of the political and security situation appraisal.

Croatia will continue to work actively to establish and preserve world peace, stability, secu-
rity, democracy and the rule of law, in compliance with the strategic documents and foreign
policy goals, and with the requirements of the international community which it belongs
to and in dependence with its economic capacities. By taking part in international peace
missions and operations and actively contributing to peace and security, the Republic of
Croatia affirms itself as a reliable member of the international community ready to assume
its scope of obligations and responsibilities.
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THE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES IN PKO

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

Jasno opredijeljena za aktivan doprinos
kolektivnoj obrani i temeljnim vrijednostima
NATO-a, Republika Hrvatska uputila je
pocetkom prosinca 2017. u Litvu

1. hrvatski kontingent eFPBGDEU (Litva)

Dedicated to the active contribution to the
collective defence and NATO fundamental
values, the Republic of Croatia sent its first
HRVCON to EFPBGDEU in Lithuania

in December 2017

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT
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VOJNIM VIEZIBAMA
DO VRHUNSKE OSPOSOBLJENOSTI
I INTEROPERABILNOSTI

Oruzane snage Republike Hrvatske, zemlje ¢lanice
NATO-a, sudjeluju na brojnim velikim medunarodnim
vojnim vjezbama, bilo da odlaze preko granica nase
zemlje ili su domacin partnerskim i saveznickim
vojskama. Svake se godine broj takvih aktivnosti
povecava Cime se Zeli ojacati snaga, spremnost i
osposobljenost OSRH u cjelini za sve dodijeljene
zadace i misije.

OruZane snage RH preuzele su ulaskom nase zemlje
u NATO i EU niz obveza, poput sudjelovanja u
NATO-ovoj aktivnosti ojacane prednje prisutnosti
(Enhanced Forward Presence - eFP) u Poljskoj i Litvi
te borbenim grupama Europske unije (European Union
Battle Groups — EUBG), kao i obvezu implementacije
NATO-ovih Ciljeva sposobnosti.

ISKUSTVO KROZ BORBU

Ipak, razvojni put OSRH donosi specifino iskustvo, razli¢ito od iskustava vecine
saveznickih i partnerskih zemalja. Vojne vjeZbe iznimno su vaZne za svaku vojsku jer
su najblize praksi vojnih vjestina za koje se snage kontinuirano pripremaju, obucavaju
i usavrSavaju. Hrvatska vojska rodena je i ustrojavana u ratu pa su njezini pripadnici
bili prisiljeni iskustvo stjecati kroz borbu i neprekidno su se prilagodivali uvjetima koje
su zatekli na terenu, Sto je na koncu donosilo i mnoge poteskoce.

lako su ratna zbivanja znacila malo vremena za
uvjeZbavanje i obuku, dobra pripremljenost i vjestine
Hrvatske vojske na kraju su se pokazale klju¢nim
u zadnjim operacijama oslobadanja okupiranog
hrvatskog teritorija. Za potrebe jacanja i bolje
organizacije 1994. intenziviraju se aktivnosti na
vjezbalistima, poligonima i u obu¢nim sredistima.
Ratno iskustvo steceno na bojistima Sirom Hrvatske
i obuka kroz borbena djelovanja prenose se na nove
generacije jer postrojbe na bojistima prihvacaju
mlade vojnike te za njih provode potrebnu izobrazbu.
TeZiste se sa samog borbenog djelovanja prebacuje
na usavrdavanje vojnika, docasnika i ¢asnika te na
razvoj zapovjednog sustava.

PRVE VECE TAKTICKO-POKAZNE
VJELBE

Dok su dijelovi Hrvatske jo3 uvijek bili okupirani,
snaga vojske ogledala se u spoju iskustva, mladosti,
motiviranosti i naoruZanja. Brzi i u€inkoviti napadi
pjesastva, helikopterski desanti, protuoklopna borba,
tenkovski proboji, helikopterski udari po neprijateljskim
oklopnim ciljevima - sve su te mogucénosti
demonstrirane na jednoj od prvih vecih takticko-
-pokaznih vjezbi - Krndija ‘94 u svibnju te godine na
poligonima poZeske doline. OpseZnu.trodnevnu vjezbu
pratio je tadasnji nacelnik Glavnog stoZera HV-a
general~zbora=fanko Bobetko, a cilj je bio pokazati
“(...) u¢inkovitost novog ustroja gardijskih brigada koji
je dobiven temeljem iskustava Domovinskog rata.”
Vjezba je, prema misljenju nazocnih, bila jedan od
vaznih dokaza osposobljenosti i moguc¢nosti gardijskih
i drugih postrojbi Hrvatske vojske da brzim udarima
oslobode svaku stopu hrvatske zemlje Sto ce se poslije
i dokazati u operacijama.

Prva velika vjeZzba koja je bila Siri pokazatelj
mogucnosti Hrvatske vojske bila je takti¢ko-metodska
vjezba Bandira 94, provedena U srpnju 1994. na otoku
Viru. Nazocio joj je predsjednik Republike i vrhovni
zapovjednik HV-a dr. Franjo Tudman. Zadaca je bila
demonstracija spremnosti pjeSastva u bliskoj suradnji
sa zrakoplovstvom i mornaricom, a kako je tad
izjavio zapovjednik Zbornog podrucja Split general-
-bojnik Ante Gotovina, vjezba je bila dokaz da ...)
dragocjeno iskustvo iz Domovinskog rata u punom
smislu prerasta u posve novu vrijednost za potrebe
izu€avanja i stvaranja suvremene Hrvatske vojske”.
Predsjednik Franjo Tudman kao vrhovni zapovjednik?”
ustvrdio-je kako-je vjezba pravi dokaz da Hrvatska
raspolaZze modernom oruZanom silom.2
Intergranska vjeZzba koja je pokazala svu moc
Hrvatske vojske, stvorenu u svega tri godine, bila je

1) Lausi¢, Gordan: Krndija ‘94, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 65, 3. lipnja 1994, str. 29 . - 30.
2) Lausi¢, Gordan: Bandira 94, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 70, 12. kolovoza 1994, str. 16. - 18.
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The Croatian Armed Forces — a NATO member na-
tion force, take part in many large international mil-
itary exercises, either abroad or hosting the partner
and NATO forces. The number of the activities in-
creases year by year, strengthening, upgrading the
readiness and trainedness of the overall Croatian
Armed Forces for all assigned tasks and missions.
Upon the accession to NATO and the EU, the Croa-
tian Armed Forces assumed a number of obliga-
tions, such as participation in NATO's Enhanced
Forward Presence in Poland and Lithuania and in
the European Union Battlegroups (EUBG), as well
as the commitment to implement NATO Capability
Target.

EXPERIENCE FROM COMBAT

However, the development of the Croatian Armed
Forces involves experience uncommon to most al-
lied and partner countries. Military exercises are
of huge importance for any’military because they
come closest to the pra€tice of military skills for
which soldiers constz itly prepare, train and hone
their skills. The Crodtian Army was born and organ-
ised during they {ar, and its members were forced
to gain expepience through combat and constantly
adapted to field conditions, which contained many
difficulties.

Although the war situation left scarce time for
training and practice, the good preparation and
skills of the Croatian Army did prove crucial in the

final liberating operations. For the purpose of en- _‘,/.,;‘/""“/
hancing and improved organisation, in 1994 the”

field activities in training ranges and centres ingén-
sified. The war experience gained on the ba;géﬁelds
throughout-Croatia. and the-training-throrgh com-
bat operations are passed on to new generations
because the units on the battlefields are manned
by young soldiers and provide them the necessary
training. The focus shifts from combat operations
to the training of soldiers, NCOs and officers, and
the development of the command system.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

MILITARY EXERCISES MAKE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES A COMPETENT AND
INTEROPERABLE FORCE

FIRST LARGE TACTICAL AND
DEMONSTRATION EXERCISES

While some parts of the Croatian territory were still
occupied, the Croatian Army’s asset lied in a com-
bination of experience, youth, motivation and arma-
ment. Swift and efficient infantry attacks, helicopter
landings, anti-armour combat, tank breakthrough,
helicopter attacks against enemy armoured tar-
gets were all demonstrated during one of the first
large tactical demonstration exercises —‘Krndija 94"
- conducted in the training range near PoZega in
May 1994. The large-scale three-day exercise was
observed by then Chief of the General Staff of the
Croatian Army General Janko Bobetko. The Exercise
aimed to “demonstrate the efficiency of the new or-
ganisation of the guards brigades, which was based
on the experiences from the Homeland War”. The
observers found the Exercise to evince the prepar-
edness and capability and of the guards brigades
and other units of the Croatian Army to liberate the
entirety of the Croatian territory. The subsequent
operations proved it.

The first large exercise which highlighted the capabilities of the Croatian Army was
the tactical and methodical exercise “Bandira 94", conducted in the island of Vir
in July 1994. It was attended by the President of the Republic and Supreme Com-
mander Franjo Tudman. The objective was to demonstrate readiness of the infantry
forces co-operation closely with the Air Force and Navy. As Major General Ante Go-
tovina, then Commander of the Split Military District said “Bandira 94" proved that
the invaluable experience from the Homeland War was growing into an altogether
new value to study and build a modern Croatian Army”. President Tudman stated
that the Exercise showed that Croatia had built a modern military.

The inter-service live-fire exercise of the Croatian
Air Force and the Croatian Navy titled “Posejdon
94", conducted on 12 October 1994 displayed the
power of the Croatian Army, organised in just three
years. The RBS-15 anti-ship missiles were fired
from missile boats for the first time, as the JNA had
never conducted firings due to lack of expert per-
sonnel and assets. The Croatian experts restored
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vjeZzba bojnog gadanja HRZ-a i HRM-a Posejdon 94
provedena 12. listopada 1994, na kojoj su s raketnih
topovnjaca prvi put ispaljene protubrodske rakete
RBS-15. S obzirom na to da JNA zbog nedovoljno
stru€nog osoblja i manjka tehnike nikad nije
provodila gadanja iz tog raketnog sustava, njegovo
je dovodenje u bojnu spremnost bilo u potpunosti
djelo hrvatskih stru¢njaka, a pogodci vrlo precizni?
Zapovjednik raketne topovnjace Sibenik (RTOP-21)
s koje je izvrSeno lansiranje raketa bio je danasniji
vojni predstavnik RH pri NATO-u i EU-u kontraadmiral
Predrag Stipanovi¢. Dvadeset jednu godinu nakon
prvog Posejdona, Hrvatska ratna mornarica provela
je u svibnju 2015. u akvatoriju Dugog otoka uspjesna
gadanje protubrodskom raketom RBS-15B s raketne
bitnice i tako pokazala da je zadrzala sposobnost
uporabe tih raketa kao ozbiljnog sredstva odvracanja
od svih prijetnji s mora.#* Tri godine kasnije ta je
sposobnost jo$ jednom potvrdena i u sklopu velike
zdruZene intergranske vjezbe svih sastavnica OSRH
Velebit 18 - ZdruZena snaga.

STIT — NAJDUGOVJECNIJA VJEZBA

Kad se govori o prvim vojnim vjezbama félZostavan e Stit, koji u OSRH ima najdulju
tradiciju, a provodi se i danas. Poceo je jo3 1994. kao bojno gadanje pripadnika
protuzrane obrane na rtu Kamenjak u Istri. Cuvari hrvatskog neba provodili su tijekom
godina takva gadanja pod razli¢itim nazivima, zatim dobiva naziv Zra¢ni stit i postaje
redovita godisnja aktivnost u kojoj postrojbe PZO-a topnicko-raketnim naoruzanjem
izvode bojna gadanja ciljeva u zraku, a sudjeluju sve grane 0S-a.
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Godine 1995. bio je vrhunac svih uvjeZbavanja, koj'a
rezultiraju obnovom hrvatske teritorijalne cjelovitosti i
preuzimanjem punog suvereniteta nad svim difelovima
Hrvatske, nakon ¢ega slijedi novo razdobfje.

\ojska-seskao-Zivi organizamyrazvija-’raste i U ratu i
u mirnodopskom razdoblju te se otad biljeZi sve veci
broj uvjezbavanja, obuka, taborovanja, simulacija
i slicnih aktivnosti na poligonima Sirom zemlje, od

MILITARY EXERCISES MAKE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES A COMPETENT AND
INTEROPERABLE FORCE

the missiles to full operational readiness and en-
sured precision target engagement.

The Commander of the Missile Boat “Sibenik”
(RTOP-21) is the current Croatian Military Repre-
sentative to NATO and the EU, Rear Admiral Pre-
drag Stipanovic.

Twenty-one later the Croatian Navy successfully
performed the firing with a RBS-15B anti-ship mis-
sile from the missile battery in the aquatory of Dugi
otok in May 2015, demonstrating the retained ca-
pability to use the missiles as a credible deterrent
against threats from the sea.

In 2018 the capability.was again.confirmed within
a large joint inter-service exercise of the Croatian
Armed Forces titled “Velebit 18 - Joint Force”.

“STIT” - THE LONGEST
RUNNING EXERCISE

The highlight among the first militafy exercises was
“Stit“(“Shield”), as the longest #linning exercise in
the Croatian Armed Forces, gfganised to this day.
The Exercise “Stit” was ladinched in 1994 as a live-
fire event for the air défence personnel conducted
at the Kamenjak Ppomontory (Rt Kamenjak) in Is-
tria. Over the years, the guards of the Croatian sky
conducted firing events under various names; the
Exercise was renamed “Air Shield* and became a
regular annual activity featuring live firing of aerial
targets with artillery and missile weapons by the
air defence units and engaging all services of the
Croatian Armed Forces.

The year 1995 saw peak activity, which resulted in
the restoration of Croatia’s territorial integrity and””
full sovereigaty-over-the-entire teritoryelt-usheréd
in a new period.

The military as a living organism develops and
grows in war and in peacetime, and the Croatian

3) Vidi: Lausi¢, Gordan: Posejdon 94, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 75, 21. listopada 1994., str. 8. - 13.

4) Pintari¢, Vesna: Protubrodskom raketom RBS-15B izravno u cilj, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 474, 22. svibnja 2015, str. 4. - 5.
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Immediate Response medunarodna je vjeZzba Ciji je cilj promicanje
regionalne stabilnosti, a zadnje izdanje provedeno je 2019. na vojnim
poligonima na Slunju i Udbini &ime je ujedno obiljeZeno deset

godina punopravnog clanstva Hrvatske u NATO-u

“Immediate Response* was an international excercise conducted to
promote regional stability; the last event was conducted in the training
ranges near Slunj and at Udbina, and marked the 10th anniversary of
Croatia’s full membership in NATO
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Slunja, preko Gasinaca, Crvene zemlje, rta Kamenjak, Cerovca, Kamenskog, Zirja, Korane,
Kupe itd.

U poslijeratnom su razdoblju taborovanja izvrsna prilika da se u konkretnim uvjetima
pokaZe i dokaZe spremnost na sve napore kojima su pripadnici OS-a bili izloZeni tijekom
Domovinskog rata. U skladu s NATO-ovim pravilima, taborovanja nude vjeZbu u svim
meteorolokim uvjetima, dnevnim i no¢nim, hodnje, ciljanje te takticke oblike napadnih i
obrambenih zadaca.

Upravo je prema NATO-ovim standardima 1998. u akvatoriju srednjeg Jadrana provede-
na i vjezba Flote HRM-a Harpun 98. Rijec je o aktivnosti koja je danas sredisnji godisnji
obu¢ni dogadaj HRM-a. UvjeZbavaju se, medu ostalim, taktike, tehnike i procedure gadanja
ciljeva u zraku i na povrsini, taktickog manevriranja, zracne potpore, zastite snaga u luci,
na sidristu, otvorenom moru i u priobalnim vodama. VjeZzbom se od samih pocetaka zorno
prikazuje i dobra suradnja HRM-a s ostalim granama OSRH.

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

Army has since conducted a growing number of exercises, training events, camps, simu-
lations and similar activities in the training grounds across the country - the training
ranges near Slunj and at Gasinci, “Crvena zemlja“, Rt Kamenjak, Cerovac, Kamensko, in
Zirje, Korana, Kupa etc.

In the post-war period it was the camps that offered excellent opportunities to demon-
strate readiness for any efforts faced by the Croatian Armed Forces during the Homeland
War. In compliance with NATO rules, the camps offer conditions to conduct exercises
in any weather and daytime conditions, marching and tactical offensive and defensive
procedures.

In 1998 the Croatian Navy conducted the Exercise “Harpoon 98" in the central Adriatic
aquatory in 1998, in accordance with NATO standards. The activity has today become
the Croatian Navy’s main training event, featuring the aerial and ground target engag-
ing tactics, techniques and procedures, tactical maneuvering, air support, protection of
forces in the port, at anchorage, at high seas and in the coastal waters. Right from the
outset the Exercise evinced the good co-operation between the Croatian Navy and other
services of the Croatian Armed Forces.
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POCECI SURADNJE $
PARTNERSKIM ZEMLJAMA

Uz vjeZbe pojedinih grana i postrojbi koje postaju
redovite, u rujnu 2000. u akvatoriju Zirja provedena je
bilateralna vjeZba hrvatskih i ameri¢kih snaga Phiblex
2000, dotad najveceg opsega, kojom se Zeljela utvrditi
uvjezbanost i osposobljenost za provedbu zajednickih
misija. Zelja je bila i potvrda mogu¢nosti suradnje
hrvatskih i americkih snaga na kopnu, moru te u zraku.

Za Zapovjednistvo HRM-a ciljevi zdruZene takticke vjezbe bili su uvjeZzbavanje HRM-a
i podredenih postrojbi u pripremi, organizaciji i provedbi zada¢a u sklopu Partnerstva
za mir (Partnership for Peace- PfP), suradnja s ¢lanicama PfP-a i NATO-a te uvjezba-
vanje Zapovjednistva HRM-a za ustroj namjenski organiziranih snaga (NOS). Srediste
svih dogadaja bio je americki brod USS Austin iz sastava Seste flote. Sudjelovali su
pripadnici 4. gardijske brigade i ameri¢ki marinci iz 26. MEU-a (SOC), a od tehnike jos
su bili ukljuc¢eni DB-81 Cetina, americki i hrvatski desantni jurisni brodovi, RTOP-21
Sibenik, americki i hrvatski transportni helikopteri te borbeni zrakoplovi.

Prema pisanju Obrane, zanimljiv je detalj s vjeZbe bilo prvo spustanje helikoptera iz
zemlje koja nije ¢lanica NATO-a na americki brod. OruZane snage RH pokazale su
interoperabilnost i kompatibilnost za djelovanje u takvim i sli¢nim operacijama 5to
se smatralo vaZznim korakom u priblizavanju Hrvatske NATO savezu.®

Bili su to poceci suradnje s partnerskim zemljama
koje su danas glavni saveznici Republike Hrvatske
i OSRH. Svojevrsnu je prekretnicu oznacila 2000.,
ispunjena brojnim vjeZzbama u suradnji s americkim
snagama, a veliku je ulogu imalo pristupanje Hrvat-
ske Partnerstvu za mir u svibnju te godine. Ve¢ u
studenom na hrvatskom je teritoriju zavrsila jedna
od najvecih vojnih vjezbi u Europi te godine, nazva-
na Slunj 2000, nakon gotovo mjesec dana zajed-
nickog uvjezbavanja americkih marinaca i hrvatskih
postrojbi na poligonu “Eugen Kvaternik”. Hrvatski
tim za traganje i spaSavanje u suradnji s americkim
STS timom iz sastava 26. marinske ekspedicijske
postrojbe ondje je proveo zajednicku vjeZbu spasa-

vanja dvojice pilota iz sruSenog aviona.® Istodobno
je u Splitu i na otoku Visu dio jedne od najelitnijih i
najpoznatijih postrojbi americke vojske SEAL-s pro-
veo nekoliko vjeZbi s pripadnicima 352. diverzant-
sko-ronilacke bojne.

Na samom kraju godine provedena je u zrakoplov-
noj bazi u Puli dotad najveca zrakoplovna vjezba
Hrvatskog ratnog zrakoplovstva s americkim mor-
narickim zrakoplovstvom nazvana Safe Sky 2000.
U Splitu i Trogiru provedena je zdruZena vjezba hr-
vatskih diverzanata ronilaca s ameri¢kim roniocima
Koralj 2000.

Pristupanje Hrvatske_Partnerstvu.za mir nije samo
omogucilo zajednicka uvjeZzbavanja s postrojbama
prijateljskinzemalja na nasem tlu nego i odlazak na-
Sih snaga u inozemstvo. Ve¢ u rujnu 2001. pripad-
nici HKoV-a odlaze u lItaliju i Austriju gdje sudjeluju
na medunarodnim vojnim vjeZzbama NATO-a i PfP-a
pod nazivima Esperia 2001 i Cooperative Best Effort
20017 Rijec je pripremama za mirovne misije pre-
ma standardima NATO-a i UN-a, a nakon provedenih
vjezbi OruZane snage RH ocijenjene su kao poZeljan
partner u medunarodnim aktivnostima, Sto se u ka-
snijim razdobljima samo dodatno potvrdivalo.

SUDJELOVANJE NA
MEBUNARODNIM VOJNIM
VJEZBAMA

Medu vaznim je vjezbama iz te godine i ZdruZeni
napor (Combined Endeavor). U svibnju 2001. prvi
put 13 hrvatskih ¢asnika ravnopravno sudjeluje na
vjezbi zajedno s pripadnicima 36 zemalja ¢lanica?”
NATO-ai-PfP-a,-a u-organizaciji- Zapovjednistva
americkih snaga u Europi (USAREUR), tocnije nji-
hove Uprave za sustave zapovijedanja, nadzora i
telekomunikacija. Vjezba je provedena u njemackoj

5) Stipanovic, 2e|jko: ZdruZena vjezba hrvatskih i americkih snaga, Obrana, br. 8, 2. listopada 2000, str. 4. - 7.
6) Miladin, Neven: Zavrena gotovo jednomjesecna hrvatsko-americka vojna vjezba Slunj “2000.”, Obrana, br. 13, 24. studenog 2000., str. 12. - 13.
7) Miladin, Neven: Sudjelovanje u mirovnim operacijama, Obrana, br. 56/57, 21. rujna 2001, str. 12. - 13.
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EARLY CO-OPERATION WITH
PARTNER COUNTRIES

Along with the exercises of individual services and
units becoming regular events, the bilateral Croa-
tia- the U.S. Exercise “Phiblex 2000°- the largest
exercise hitherto - was conducted in the waters
around the island Zirje in September 2000 aimed
at evaluate trainedness and ability to conduct joint
missions. The intent was to certify the co-opera-
bility between the Croatian and the U. S. forces in
ground, sea and.in aerial activities.

For the Comfand of the Croatian Navy the objec-
tives of the joint tactical exercise were to train the
Croatian Navy units to prepare, organise and im-
plement the tasks pertaining to the Partnership for
Peace, the co-operation with PfP and NATO mem-
ber nations, and to train the Croatian Navy Com-
mand to organise the Task Ferces Dedicated Or-
ganized Forces (ISO).

The main Exercise theatsé was the USS “Austin” of
the U.S. 6th Fleet. Th Ymembers of the 4th Guards
Brigade and the UsS. Marines from the 26th MEU
(SOCQ) took partand the equipment also included
DB-81 Ceting American and Croatian landing as-
sault vehicles, the Missile Boat RTOP-21 “Sibenik,
the U.S. and the Croatian air forces’ transport heli-
copters and fighter aircraft.

The magazine “Obrana” (“Defence”) published an in-
teresting detail from the exercise - the first landing

of a non-NATO force helicopter aboard a U.S. ship. __/_.,--?""/
The Croatian Armed Forces displayed interoperabil#”

ity and compatibility for engagement in the opefa-
tions of the kind, which constituted an im_p"d’rtant
step of Croatia’s s accession process. g

These were the first co-operative events with the
countries which are today Croatia’s and the Croa-
tian Armed Forces’ main allies.

The turning point was the year 2000, which saw nu-
merous bilateral exercises with the U.S. forces, and
Croatia’s accession to the Partnership for Peace in
May was an important event.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

MILITARY EXERCISES MAKE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES A COMPETENT AND
INTEROPERABLE FORCE

November 2000 saw one of the largest military
exercises in Europe that year, titled “Slunj 2000°,
ended on Croatian territory, after almost a month of
joint training of US Marines and Croatian troops at
the “Eugen Kvaternik” range. The Croatian search-
and-rescue team, in co-operation with the Ameri-
can STS team of the 26th Marine Expeditionary
Force, conducted a joint exercise to rescue two pi-
lots from the downed aircraft. Concurrently, in Split
and in the island of Vis, a component of one of the
elite and famous units of the U.S. Navy — the SEAL
- conducted several exercises with members of the
Croatian Navy's 352nd Divers Demolition Battalion.

In late 2001 the largest air exercise of the Croatian Air Force with the U.S. Navy was
conducted in the Air Base in Pula, titled “Safe Sky“. Split and Trogir hosted a joint
exercise of Croatian Navy's and U.S. Navy's divers titled “Koralj 2000*(“Coral 2000”).
Croatia’s accession to the Partnership for Peace not only brought joint exercises
with partner countries to the Croatian territory but also opened the door to the
Croatian units to take part in exercises abroad. As early as in September 2001
members of the Croatian Armed Forces went to Italy and Austria, to participate in
NATO and PfP international military exercises called “Esperia 2001 and “Coopera-
tive Best Effort 2001

The exercises served as preparations for peace-
keeping missions according to NATO and the UN
standards. Following the completion of the exer-
cises the Croatian Armed Forces were evaluated as
a desirable partner in international activities, and it
was further confirmed in all later occasions.

CO-OPERATION IN
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY
EXERCISES

An important exercise conducted in 2001 was the
Combined Endeavor. In May 13 Croatian officers
took part in an exercise side by side with the mem-
bers of 36 NATO and PfP member countries. The
Exercise was spomsored by the US EUCOM G6/ CIO
(the Command, Control and Communications (C3)
Directorate, and conducted in the German military
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vojnoj bazi “Baumholder”. Prema pisanju Obrane, program Combined Endeavor serija je
medunarodnih vjezbi u duhu KIS (Communications and Information Systems — CIS) inter-
operabilnosti izmedu NATO-a i ¢lanica Partnerstva za mir. Primarni je cilj bilo testiranje
interoperabilnosti C4 sustava te prepoznavanja i dokumentiranja cimbenika koji ometaju
interoperabilnost.® Hrvatska je idu¢e godine bila domacin Glavne planske konferencije
za tu vjeZbu, a Ministarstvo obrane RH u stru€nom je smislu prepoznalo aktivnost te je
zahvaljujuéi sudjelovanju obavljena prva modernizacija komunikacijskih sustava i pred-
stavljeni su buduci planovi u sferi integracije informacijskih sustava. Vjezba je i danas
vazna aktivnost s ciljem testiranja i verifikacije Razmjestivog komunikacijskog paketa
konfiguracije zapovjednistava satnije/bojne u potpori deklariranih snaga, testiranja infor-
macijskih sustava i osnova kiberneticke (cyber) obrane.

Iducih se godina povecavao broj aktivnosti, posebice unutar podrucja NATO-a, odnosno
Partnerstva za mir. Neke su od njih pomorska vjezba Cooperative Engagement u split-
skom akvatoriju te vjezba Cooperative Key, na koju su na3e zrakoplovne snage svake
godine odlazile u inozemstvo. VjeZba zrakoplovstva na domacem terenu, tj. podrucju Istre
i Kvarnera, nazvana Jadranski mac, provodila se tradicionalno od 2003. radi uvjezbavanja

base “Baumholder”. The magazine “Obrana’ reported that “Combined Endeavor” was a
series of international exercises in the spirit of Communications and Information Sys-
tems interoperability between NATO and Partnership for Peace nations.

The primary objective was to test the interoperability of the C4 systems and to identify
and document the jammers. The next year, Croatia hosted the Main Planning Conference
for the Exercise, and the Croatian Ministry of Defence affirmed the expert value of the
activity. The participation in the Exercise enabled modernisation of the first modernisa-
tion of the communication systems and plans for the future of integration of informa-
tion systems were presented. The Exercise is still conducted as an important activity
pertaining to testing and verification of the Deployable Communication Package at the
company/battalion command level in support of the declared forces, testing of informa-
tion systems and the basics of cyber defence.

The number of activities increased in the following years, especially within NATO and
the Partnership for Peace frameworks. They included the naval exercise “Cooperative

8) Alvir, Marija: Hrvatska vojska u “ZdruZzenom naporu”, Obrana, br. 39, 25. svibnja 2001., str. 4. - 6.
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Cilj vjezbe Udar priprema je snaga HKoV-a za
sudjelovanje u zdruZzenom i multinacionalnom okruzenju

The objective of the Exercise “Udar” was to prepare the
forces of the Croatian Army for the engagement in
joint and international environments
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I INTEROPERABILNOSTI

operativnih procedura za obavljanje vjezbovnih letova
u svrhu nadzora i zastite zracnog prostora. Svake je
godine postajala sve sloZenija i imala sve veci broj
sudionika. Za Hrvatsko ratno zrakoplovstvo u tom su
razdoblju vaZne bile jo3 i vjeZbe s americkim snagama
ZdruZena krila te ACSA.

Na poligonima Sirom Hrvatske cijelo to vrijeme gardijske brigade redovito provode
pripreme i obuke za svakodnevne zadace te za odlaske u mirovne misije. Spremnost
je jedna od vojnih vjezbi koja se provodi i danas, a kruna je priprema za odlazak u
medunarodne operacije. Prva je provedena 2004, kad je trebala pokazati spremnost
Hrvatske kopnene vojske za operacije u sklopu Partnerstva za mir. Uz uspjesnost tad
provedenog preustroja, ispunjavanjem NATO-ovih standarda znacila je korak blize
euroatlantskim integracijama.

Spremnost 20 provedena je u rujnu i listopadu 2020. na nekoliko vojnih poligona i
vjezZbalista. Osnovna svrha vjezbe bilo je ocjenjivanje deklariranih snaga za upucivanje
u operacije i misije, a njezin nositelj bilo je Zapovjednistvo HKoV-a.2

Kad su u pitanju vojnoobavjestajne i izvidnicke postrojbe, kao glavni obu¢ni dogadaj u
listopadu 2003. provedena je na Slunju i u Karlovcu takticka vjeZba Laufer 2003. Cilj
je bilo unapredenje obuke nadogradnjom iskustava iz Domovinskog rata te iskustava
ste¢enih na vjeZzbama provedenim u sklopu Partnerstva za mir i NATO-a. Na vjezbi
Laufer 04 uz ciljanu obuku obavje3tajaca i izvidnika novost je bila uporaba sustava
MILES 2000 predstavljenog u svibnju 2004. godine.’® Tu je vjezbu poslije zamijenila
MreZa, Ciji je cilj bila ukupna evaluacija vojnoobavjestajnog sustava Hrvatske kopnene
vojske na domacem terenu, ali i evaluacija potrebne spremnosti za medunarodne
operacije, poput one u Afganistanu.

LADNJI KORACI DO ULASKA
U NATO

U studenom 2005. na Slunju je provedena sloZena
intergranska vjezba CROSEL-1. Njezina je vaZnost
u tome da je prvi put skupina hrvatskih ocjenjivaca
provela tzv. samoocjenjivanje spremnosti satnije za
medunarodne vojne operacije 1. gardijske brigade,
i to u nazo¢nosti NATO-ova promatrackog tima.

Samoocjenjivanje je provodilo devet verificiranih

hrvatskih ocjenjivata koji su prosli potrebne
NATO-ove i PfP-ove te¢ajeve u Finskoj, Grekoj i Austriji.
Provodilo se kako bi se utvrdilo koliko su se OruZane
snage RH u svojim operativnim moguénostima
uspjele prilagoditi NATO-ovim standardima.
Troc€lani NATO-ov tim nadzirao je organizaciju i
provedbu vjezbe te ocjenjivanje deklariranih snaga.M
U svibnju te godine u Takticko-simulacijskom sredistu
u vojarni “Petar Zrinski” u Zagrebu provedena je i prva
medunarodna simulacijska vjeZba velikog opsega
Cencoop CAX 05, ujedno najveca i najvaznija koju
su 2005. provele OruZane snage RH. Racunalna
simulacija provedena.je.prema NATO-ovim i UN-ovim
standardima, a uz hrvatske, sudjelovale su i snage iz
AustrijerMadarske, Rumunjske, Slovacke, Slovenije i
Svicarske, kao i predstavnici Ceske, Ukrajine, Srbije i
Crne Gore te BiH. S obzirom na vaZnost vjezbe i velik
broj sudionika, u organizacijskom smislu bila je rije¢
o0 zahtjevnom i opseZnom poslu.'?

Od simulacijskih je vjezbi vazno istaknuti medunarodnu
vjeZbu SEESIM, koja se provodi svake dvije godine
pocevsi od 2002. i jedan je od najvaznijih projekata
SEDM-a (South-East Europe Defense Ministerial),
inicijative koja okuplja ministre obrane zemalja
jugoistocne Europe. Hrvatska'je preko Simulacijskog
sredista ZapovjedniStva za obuku i doktrinu HKoV-a
smjeStenog u vojarni “Petar Zrinski” sudjelovala na
svakom dosadasnjem SEESIM-u, a 2014. zajedno
s Bugarskom prvi je put imala srediSnje mjesto u
organizaciji.

VjeZba ciji je cilj bilo promicanje medudrZzavne
suradnje i partnerstva, uz istodobnu izgradnju povje-
renja i podizanje sposobnosti pripadnika OSRH radi
dostizanja NATO-ovih standarda, bila je Guardex 06,
koja je u lipnju 2006. provedena u TaktiEko‘;,-""
-simulacijskom-sreditu-u Zagrebu-i-na-vjezbalistu
“Gasinci”. Bila je to planska aktivnost Hrvatske
kopnene vojske i Nacionalne garde Minnesote kao dio

9) https://hrvatski-vojnik.hr/vojna-vjezba-spremnost-20-prikaz-paljbenih-sposobnosti-bov-patria-cro-30I/ (Pregledano 5. listopada 2020.)
10) Alvir, Marija: U vjezbi “Laufer 04” uspje3no primijenjen sustav MILES 2000, Obrana, 8. listopada 2004., str. 12. - 13.
11) Parlov, Leida: Ocjenjivali hrvatski ocjenjivaci, nadzirao NATO tim, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 60, 18. studenog 2005., str. 8. - 9.
12) Stipanovic, Zeljko; Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: U Takticko-simulacijskom sreditu odrZana medunarodna vojna vjezba CENCOOP CAX 05, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 35, 27. svibnja 2005, str. 12. - 13.
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Engagement” conducted in the Split aquatory, and
the exercise “Cooperative Key”, which the Croatian
Air Force members attended outside the national
borders.

The national air force exercise “Adriatic Sword”, con-
ducted in Istria and Kvarner, is a traditional event
since 2003, featuring the practice of operational
procedures of training flights performed in protec-
tion of the domestic airspace. Its size and complex-
ity grew over years. The Exercises conducted jointly
with the U. S Air Forces units were of significant
benefit for the Croatian Air Force in the period.

Al this time, the Guards Brigades regularly conduct
preparations’and training activities in the train-
ing grounds across Croatia, for daily tasks and for
peacekeeping missions. “Spremnost” is one of the
still ongoing military exercises and concludes the
pre-deployment training cycles. The first Exercise
took place in 2004, with the purpose of display-
ing the readiness of the Croatian Armed Forces
for operations within the JPartnership for Peace.
The readiness and the suécessful reorganisation of
the military, in additiq "to fulfilled NATO standards,
took Croatia closepfo Euro-Atlantic integrations.
“Spremnost ZQf.-"' as conducted in several training
78 September and October 2020. The
main objective of the exercise was to evaluate the
declared forces for deployment in operations and
missions, and the main authority was the Croatian
Army Command.

The main training event for military intelligence

and reconnaissance units was the tactical exercise /"
“Laufer 2003” conducted in the training ranges near”

Slunj and Karlovac iin October 2003. The objegﬁ‘i/e
was to upgrade the training by complemer{gﬁfg the
experiences-from.the Homeland-War-and/from the
exercises attended within the Partnership for Peace
and NATO.

In addition to the targeted training of the intelli-
gence and reconnaissance personnel, the Exercise
“Laufer 04" featured a novelty - the use of the MILES
system which had been presented in May 2004.
“Laufer” was superseded by the Exercise “Network”,

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

MILITARY EXERCISES MAKE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES A COMPETENT AND
INTEROPERABLE FORCE

aimed at overall national evaluation of the military
intelligence system of the Croatian Army, as well as
at evaluation of the required readiness level for the
international operations, such as ISAF.

THE LAST STEPS PRIOR T0
ENTRY TO NATO

In November 2005, a complex inter-service Exercise CROSEL-1 was conducted in
the training range near Slunj. Its importance is in the first national evaluation of the
1st Guards Brigade's Company’s readiness for the international military operations,
observed by NATO Team. The national evaluation was conducted by nine certified
Croatian evaluators, who completed the required NATO and PfP courses in Finland,
Greece and Austria. The evaluation was conducted to determine the how efficiently
the Croatian Armed Forces adapted their operational capabilities to NATO standards.
A three-member NATO team monitored the organisation and the conduct of the
Exercise and the evaluation of the declared forces.

In May 2005 the first international large-scale simulation exercise “CENCOOP CAX
05 the largest and most important exercise conducted by the Croatian Armed
Forces in 2005, was conducted in the Tactical Simulation Centre situated in the
“Petar Zrinski“ Barracks in Zagreb. Computer simulation was performed in accord-
ance with NATO and the UN standards, and engaged participants from Croatia,
Austria, Hungary, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia and Switzerland, as well as repre-
sentatives of the Czech Republic, Ukraine, Serbia and Montenegro and Bosnia and
Herzegovina. The Exercise was a huge challenge in terms of organisation, given its
importance and the size.

Among the simulation exercises the biannual Exer-
cise SEESIM launched in 2002 holds a prominent
place, as one of the most important projects of the
South-East Europe Defense Ministerial (SEDM) Ini-
tiative. The Croatian Armed Forces took part in eve-
ry SEESIM to date through the Simulation Centre of
the Training and Doctrine Command of the Croa-
tian Army (situated in the Barracks of the Croatian
Defence Academy in Zagreb), and in 2014 Croatia
and Bulgaria were co-organisers.

The Exercise “GUARDEX 06", conducted in the Tac-
tical Simulation Centre in Zagreb and in the training
range “Gasinci” in June 2006, aimed at promoting
inter-state co-operation and partnership, building
trust and upgrading the capabilities of Croatian
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VOJNIM VIEZIBAMA
DO VRHUNSKE OSPOSOBLJENOSTI
I INTEROPERABILNOSTI

Zdruzenog hrvatsko-ameri¢kog programa vojno-vojne
suradnje u sklopu kojeg su provodene bilateralne
aktivnosti zrakoplovnih, mornarickih i kopnenih
snaga.’® Uspjesna suradnja s Nacionalnom gardom
Minnesote traje do danas, a iz vojno-vojne polako se
pretocila i u razli¢ite druge oblike kao Sto su zajednicki
inZenjerijski radovi na obnovi javnih objekata. Vjezba
Guardex bila je specifiéna i po tome 3to je na obuku
u Hrvatsku prviput stigla americka postrojba veli¢ine
voda, a provodila se do 2012. godine.

Oruzane snage Republike Hrvatske iziSle su 2006. izvan granica Lijepe Nase na
najsloZeniju i najve¢u pomorsku vjezbu u.kojoj.je HRM.dotad sudjelovao.

Brod HRM-a Faust Vranci¢ sudjelovao je na vjezbi Adrion 2006 ispred Ancone uz bok
brodovima GrekerAlbanijerErne=Gore=i-Italije. Sudjelovanjem na toj vjezbi HRM je
stekao nova iskustva na podrucju zdruZenog djelovanja i to zbog sloZenosti zadac¢a
i raznolikosti brodova i njihovih maritimnih mogucnosti. Ta je velika medunarodna
mornaricka vjeZba dvije godine kasnije provedena u Splitu, a tad je HRM kao nositelj
aktivnosti prvi put izradio operativni plan vjeZbe na engleskom jeziku u skladu s
NATO-ovim standardima i pruZao svu potrebnu logisti¢ku potporu. Adrion se u lipnjw
2014. vratio u Hrvatsku, u akvatorij srednjeg Jadrana, i na njemu je sudjelovalo ukupno
deset brodova, od kojih pet HRM-a.

Hrvatska je bila domacin vjezbe ARIEX 06,
medunarodne i meduresorne vjezbe ciji su glavni
sudionici bile zemlje potpisnice Americko-jadranske
povelje. Tematski je bila vezana uz spre€avanje
Sirenja oruzja za masovno unistenje pa je tako cilj bila
priprema za zajednicki odgovor na moguce incidente
prouzrocene njegovom uporabom. Na medunarodnom
se planu Zeljela uspostaviti suradnja i utvrditi smjer
za utinkovitu borbu protiv irenja tog oruzja te razvoj
sposobnosti odgovora na krizne situacije.’ '

Velika je logisticka vjezba LOGEX svojutradiciju
pocela upravo u Hrvatskoj, koja joj je#2007. bila
domacinsa-provedenade-u-sklopu-Americko-jadranske
povelje. Provodi se i danas s ciljem uvjezbavanja
logistickih ¢asnika u planiranju i provedbi logistickih
procedura u multinacionalnom stoZeru na razini

MILITARY EXERCISES MAKE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES A COMPETENT AND
INTEROPERABLE FORCE

Armed Forces to meet NATO standards. The Exer-
cise was an activity of the Joint Croatian-American
Military-to-Military Cooperation Program between
the Croatian Armed Forces and the Minnesota
National Guard, which featured bilateral activi-
ties of the air, navy and ground forces. Successful
co-operation with the Minnesota National Guard
continues to this day, and has gradually shifted
from the military to various other forms such as
joint engineer works conducted to renovate public
facilities. “GUARDEX" continued till 2012 and was
specific as it brought a first U.S. platoon-sized unit
to Croatia. )

In 2006 the Croatiah Navy forces crossed the bor-
ders to take part in their most complex and largest
exercise ever. The ship “Faust Vranci¢” took part in
the “ADRION LIVEX" Exercise off the coast near
Ancona, alongside the navies of Greece, Albania,
Montenegro and ltaly. The participation in the
Exercise, given the complex tasks and variety of
the vessels and their maritime features provided
the Croatian Navy with new eXperiences in joint
operations. As the main aughority of the Exercise
which was conducted in Split in 2008, the Croatian
Navy prepared a first gperational plan of the Exer-
cise in English accefding to NATO standards and
provided the necessary logistic support.

In June 2014 “Adrion” was again conducted in
Croatia, in the central Adriatic aquatory, and was
subsequently conducted at the national level in the
Adriatic-lonian member nations on an annual ba-
Sis.

Croatia also hosted “ARIEX 06, an international
inter-department exercise with the signatories
to the U. S. - Adriatic Charter. The Exercise was”
themed on-prevention-of-proliferation-ofweapans
of mass destruction, and the objective was to pre-
pare for joint response to possible WMD-caused
incidents.

13) Alvir, Marija: Promicanje medudrZavne suradnje i partnerstva, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 90, 16. lipnja 2006., str. 8. - 10.
14) Parlov, Leida: ARIEX 06 - odgovor na asimetri¢ne prijetnje, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 77, 17. oZujka 2006., str. 4. - 6.

L ]
lsb 30 GODINA ORUZANIH SNAGA REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES



Na poligonima Sirom Hrvatske
gardijske brigade redovito
provode pripreme i obuke za
svakodnevne zadace te za
odlaske u mirovne misije

The guards brigades of the
Croatian Army regularly
conduct drills and training
activities for daily tasks and for
peace engagements, in training
ranges across the Croatian
territory
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VOJNIM VJEZBAMA MILITARY EXERCISES MAKE CROATIAN
DO VRHUNSKE OSPOSOBLJENOSTI ARMED FORCES A COMPETENT AND
I INTEROPERABILNOSTI INTEROPERABLE FORCE

Gardijska oklopno-mehanizirana brigada HKoV-a
u provedbi vjezbe Puma 19 u koju je bilo ukljuceno
viSe od tisuca pripadnika Hrvatske vojske

The Guards Armoured Mechanised Brigade of the
Croatian Army conducts the Exercise “Puma 19,
which engaged thousands of members

of the Croatian Armed Forces

198 30 GODINA ORUZANIH SNAGA REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE 30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES



brigade te provedbi razmjeStaja u podrucju operacije. LOGEX-ov je program dizajniran
prema NATO-ovim standardima i procedurama radi pruZanja pomodi ¢lanicama NATO-a
i PfP-a u dostizanju i implementaciji partnerskih ciljeva.

Svakako treba spomenuti logisticku i inZenjerijsku vjeZbu IEL MILU, odnosno vjezbe tzv.
multinacionalne integrirane logisticke postrojbe, infrastrukturne inZenjerije za logistiku
(IEL MILU), koja je uspostavljena 2007. izmedu Rumunjske, Bugarske, Gruzije i Hrvatske.
Pokazna vjezba inZenjerijskih i logistickih aktivnosti provedena je 2011. i u Hrvatskoj. Rije¢
je o0 jos jednom od projekata unutar NATO-a Cija je svrha da vise zemalja zajednicki gradi
svoje vojne sposobnosti.’®

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

The intention was to establish international co-operation and set the path for efficient
combating the proliferation of WMD and development of the capability of crisis re-
sponse.

The large exercise LOGEX was initiated in Croatia, which hosted it in 2007, within the
U. S. - Adriatic Charter.

It continued to this day, as a training event for logistic officers in planning and imple-
mentation of logistic procedures in brigade-level multinational staffs, and in imple-
mentation of deployment to the area of operations.

The LOGEX programme was designed in accordance with NATO standards and proce-
dures aimed at assisting PfP nations to attain and implement partnership goals.
Another important exercise was the IEL MILU logistic and engineer exercise of the
Multinational Integrated Logistic Unit of the infrastructure engineer for logistic, es-
tablished in 2007 from the Romanian, Bulgarian, Georgian and Croatian components.
A demonstration exercise of engineer and logistic activities was conducted in Croatia
in 2011. It was a NATO project promoting the co-operative capability building.

15) Puljizevi¢, Lada: Medunarodna inZenjerijska i logisticka vjezba IEL MILU 2011, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 371, 18. studenog 2011, str. 14. - 15.
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MEDUNARODNE VJEZBE
SPECIJALNIH SNAGA

Specijalne su snage, kako se Hrvatska priblizavala
NATO-u, takoder provodile sve viSe aktivnosti
s partnerskim zemljama. Jedna je od prvih bila
medunarodna vjezba Adriatic Eagle 06. Provedena je
u proljece 2006. u Albaniji, a sudjelovali su pripadnici
Bojne za specijalna djelovanja. Uvjezbavali su se
zajedno sa specijalnim snagama Albanije i Makedonije
te timom za specijalna djelovanja iz 10. specijalne
grupe vojske SAD-a, tzv. Alpha 072. Rijec je bila o
vjezbi podizanja operabilnosti specijalnih postrojbi
¢lanica Americko-jadranske povelje deklariranih za
NATO/PfP. Pripadnici Bojne za specijalna djelovanja
na vjezbi su dobili najvise ocjene, a u samom su
planiranju taktickih radnji sudjelovala i dva hrvatska
instruktora, ¢ime je dano veliko povjerenje OruZanim
snagama Republike Hrvatske.'®

Na domacem je terenu prva velika medunarodna vojna vjezba specijalnih snaga
provedena 2009. godine. Nazvana je Jackal Stone 09 i na njoj su uz Bojnu za specijalna
djelovanja i pripadnike drugih grana OSRH te Specijalnu policiju MUP-a sudjelovale
srodne postrojbe iz jo$ devet zemalja. Ukupno 1500 sudionika svoje je aktivnosti
provodilo na Slunju i Udbini te u akvatoriju Loginja, Zirja, Visa i Lastova. Glavni je cilj
vjeZbe bilo promicanje suradnje oruZanih snaga u borbi protiv terorizma te jacanje
regionalne sigurnosti i stabilnosti. Jackal Stone je, kao najveca vjeZba specijalnih
snaga u Europi, 2012. drugi put proveden u Hrvatskoj. Nositelj vjeZbe bile su Oruzane
snage RH i Europsko zapovjednistvo za specijalne operacije 0S-a SAD-a (SOCEUR).Y?

U procesu priblizavanja NATO-u u Hrvatskoj je 2007.
provedena vjeZzba Noble Midas, koja je te godine
ujedno bila najvaznija vjeZba na razini Saveza.
OruZanim snagama RH i Hrvatskoj ratnoj mornarici
kao nositelju dano je povjerenje da organizira tako
veliku i sloZenu vjeZbu, najvecu dotad provedenu u
Hrvatskoj. Rijec je bila o vjezbi NATO-ovih Snaga brzog

odgovora (NRF 10), kopnenih, zra¢nih i mornarickih,
koje su na raspolaganje stavile ¢lanice NATO-a. Noble
Midas 07 provedena je od 1. do 12. listopada 2007.
u akvatoriju srednjeg i juznog Jadrana, Zirja, u luci
“Lora’, u Divuljama, Zemuniku, na Slunju i Crvenoj
zemlji te u zra¢nom prostoru, a sudjelovalo je 12
zemalja. Pritom je djelovala njihovih 9000 pripadnika,
40 brodova, 50 aviona i Sest podmornica. Svima
njima Hrvatska je pruzZila domacinstvo i osigurala
nesmetanu provedbu vjeZbe, a sudjelovanje hrvatskih
snaga ujedno je bilo poseban test organizacijskih
sposobnosti, interoperabilnosti i kompatibilnosti s
vojskama ¢lanica NATO-a. Specificnost vjezbe bila
je i u tome 5to je prvi put provedena u zemlji koja
nije-bila-¢lanica-NATO-a.'®

lako se u operaciji ISAF u Afganistanu nalazio ve¢
10. hrvatski kontingent, a njihova su uvjeZzbavanja za
odlazak u misiju bila kontinuirana i redovita, 2008. je
pod nazivom Hrvatski ponos provedena zdruZena vjezba
sastavnica 11. kontingenta prije odlaska u operaciju.
Svrha vjeZzbe bila je pokazati osposobljenost i
interoperabilnost snaga kao i tehnike i taktike koje
se primjenjuju u mirovnim misijama UN-a i NATO-a.
VjeZba se u jednakom obliku nastavila provoditi i
idu¢ih godina, a pripadnici OSRH na njoj su uvjezbavali
sve 5to im je potrebno za uspjesnu provedbu misije
i zadaca koje bi mogli oCekivati u Afganistanu. Tu
je ulogu kasnije preuzela vjezba Mir kao temelj za
ocjenjivanje snaga prije upucivanja u misiju potpore
miru Odlu¢na potpora koja je u Afganistanu uslijedila
nakon ISAF-a. Na vjezbi Mir uz naSe sudjelovale su
i snage clanica inicijative A-5 koje su zajednicki
upucivane u misiju.'®

U rujnu 2020. povratkom 12. HRVCON-a zavrSilo
je 17-godisnje hrvatsko sudjelovanje u misijama’”
u-Afganistanu.-VjeZbom Mir .20 provedeno-je
ocjenjivanje zadnjeg hrvatskog kontingenta u sklopu
operacije Odlu¢na potpora.

16) Pervan Stipi¢, Milenka: Adriatic Eagle 06, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 92/93, 30. lipnja 2006., str. 16. - 17.

17) Parlov, Leida: Jackal Stone 09, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 258, 18. rujna 2009., str. 4. - 7.

18) Parlov, Leida: Na istoj ste razini kao i NATO snage, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 157, 12. listopada 2007., str. 8.
19) https://www.hrvatski-vojnik.hr/2015-05-22-10-59-20/novosti-iz-osrh/item/753-vjezba-mir-zavrsno-ocjenjivanje-3-hrvcon.html (18. prosinca 2015.)
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INTERNATIONAL SPECIAL
FORCES EXERCISES

As Croatia was making progress towards NATO, its
special forces increased the participation in the ac-
tivities with the partner countries. One of the first
activities was the international exercise “ADRIATIC

EAGLE 06”.

It was conducted in Albania in spring 2006, and en-
gaged the members of the Croatian Special Forces
Command, the members of the special forces of
Albania and of North Macedonia and a Special Op-
erations tearh of the 10th Special Forces Group of
the U.S. Army (the Alpha 072).

“ADRIATIC EAGLE" aimed at upgrading the oper-
ability of special forces of the U.S. Charter nations
declared for NATO/PfP. The members of the Croa-
tian Special Forces Command received commen-
dations for their performances and two Croatian
instructors were included inghe planning of the tac-
tical operations.
Croatia hosted the fip t large international special
forces exercise — thé “Jackal Stone” — in 2009. It en-
gaged some 1, 0 participants the Special Forces
Battalion, mefmbers of other services of the Croa-
tian Armed Forces, the Special Police of the Minis-
try of the Interior and special forces of nine more
countries, who conducted training activities in the
training ranges near Slunj and Udbina and in the
aquatories of the islands of Loginj, Zirje, Vis and

Lastovo. The main objective of “Jackal Stone 09”
was promotion of cooperation of the armed forces”

in combating terrorism and enhancing regional/Se-
curity and stability. “Jackal Stone” was hq§t'éd by
Croatia-again-in-2012, as-thelargest-specfal forces
exercise in Europe. The Exercise was co-organised
by the Croatian Armed Forces and the U.S. Special
Operations Command Europe (SOCEUR).

In 2007 Croatia hosted the Exercise “NOBLE MI-
DAS” — the most important exercise in NATO that
year. The Croatian Armed Forces and the Croatian
Navy were entrusted with organising a large and

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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complex exercise and the largest conducted in Cro-
atia thereto.

“NOBLE MIDAS” was a NATO Response Force land,
aerial and naval forces exercise declared by NATO
member nations. It was conducted in the central and
south Adriatic aquatory, in the Lora Navy Port, in Di-
vulje Base (Split), in the Zemunik Air Base, in the train-
ing ranges “Eugen Kvaternik” near Slunj and “Crvena
zemlja” and in the air space, and engaged 12 coun-
tries, with 9,000 participants, 40 vessels, 50 aircraft
and six submarines. Croatia hosted all participants
and ensured smooth operation for all, and the Croa-
tian participation was a test of organisational abilities,
interoperability and compatibility with NATO member
nations’ armed forces. The Exercise was specific for
taking place in a non-NATO nation for the first time.

Although the 10th HRVCON was deployed to ISAF at the time, and the pre-deploy-
ment training was continuous and regular activity, the components of the 11th
HRVCON took the training in a a joint exercise titled “Hrvatski ponos” (“Croatian
Pride”) prior to the deployment in Afghanistan. The purpose of the Exercise was to
display preparedness and interoperability of the forces and assets engaged in the
UN- and NATO-led peace missions. The Exercise continued in the following years in
the same format, and the Croatian Armed Forces members practiced for the suc-
cessful performance of the mission and tasks in Afghanistan. “Hrvatski ponos” was
replaced by the Exercise “Mir” (“Peace”), during which the forces were evaluated for
the deployment in the Resolute Support Mission, which superseded ISAF. The Croa-
tian forces taking part in “Mir” were augmented with the forces of the U.S. Adriatic
Charter member nations, as they were deployed jointly.

The return of the 12th HRVCON in September 2020
closed Croatia’s 17-year long engagement in Af-
ghanistan. The last Croatian contingent underwent
the evaluation within the Exercise “Resolute Support”.
The Exercise “Adriatic Aurora 08", conducted in the
training range “Gasinci” in June 2008, was initiated
by Croatia, based on years-long successful cooper-
ation with the Minnesota National Guard - the U.S.
bilateral partner. The Exercise engaged some 2,000
participants (from the United States, Croatia, North
Macedonia and Albania), who took two-week prepa-
ration to deal with the situations they may face in
the international missions.
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Adriatic Aurora 08 medunarodna je vojna vjeZzba koja je u lipnju 2008. provedena na poligonu
“Gasinci’, na inicijativu Republike Hrvatske, kao i na temeljima uspje3ne visegodisnje
suradnje s Nacionalnom gardom Minnesote, bilateralnim partnerom iz Sjedinjenih DrZava.
Bilo je angaZirano oko 2000 sudionika, iz SAD-a, Hrvatske, Makedonije i Albanije, koji su se
dva tjedna zajednicki obucavali za razli¢ite situacije moguce u medunarodnim misijama.2®

NATO OBVEZE | 0CJENJIVANJA

Hrvatska je 1. travnja 2009. postala punopravna clanica NATO-a i ostvarila jedan od
najvaznijih vanjskopolitickih i sigurnosnih ciljeva od svojeg osamostaljenja, a taj je
proces i5ao usporedno s modernizacijom OSRH. Dotada3dnje vjeZbe i ulaganja u tom su
razdoblju ve¢ omogucavali interoperabilnost sa saveznickim snagama 5to se i dokazalo
u godinama koje su uslijedile. Jedna je od prvih vjeZbovnih aktivnosti nakon ulaska u
NATO bio odlazak hrvatskih protuminskih ronilaca u Dansku u svibnju te godine, gdje su
sudjelovali u demonstraciji postavljanja i ¢iS¢enja koridora za iskrcavanje snaga u vrlo
plitkim vodama. Iduce je godine troclani tim hrvatskih protuminskih ronilaca sudjelovao i

NATO COMMITMENTS AND EVALUATIONS

In April 2009 Croatia became a full member of NATO, thereby achieving one of the most
important foreign policy and security goals since its independence, and this process fol-
lowed the modernisation of the Croatian Armed Forces.

Previous exercises and investments ensured interoperability with NATO member forces,
which proved in the following years. One of the first exercise activities taken after joining
NATO was the engagement of Croatian mine divers in Denmark in May 2009, where they
took part in a demonstration exercise to create and clean a corridor for disembarking
forces in very shallow waters. In 2010 a three-member team of Croatian mine divers
took part in the large NATO exercise Brilliant Mariner 2010 in the North and Baltic seas.
In 2010, Croatia hosted the international exercise Black Bear 2010, which was a training
exercise of NATO's Multinational Military Police Battalion (MNMPBAT). The first “Black

20) Alvir, Marija: Uvjezbani za misije, spremni za NATO, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 195/196, 4. srpnja 2008, str. 4. - 6.
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Na vjezbi Spremnost 20 prezentirane su paljbene sposobnosti
novog sustava borbeno-oklopnih vozila BOV Patria CRO 30 L

The Exercise “Spremnost 20“ (“Readiness 20*) featured the
firing capabilities of the new Patria AMV CRO 30 L systems
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u velikoj NATO-ovoj vjezbi Brilliant Mariner 2010 na
Sjevernom i Baltickom moru.

Hrvatska je 2010. bila domacin medunarodne vjeZbe
Black Bear 2010, a rije¢ je bila o uvjezbavanju
NATO-ove Multinacionalne bojne VP-a (Multinational
Military Police Battalion — MNMPBAT). Prvi je Black
Bear proveden u Poljskoj i bila je to prva terenska
vjeZzba snaga na kojoj su sudjelovala 152 pripadnika
0S-a/VP-a Poljske, Cegke, Slovacke i Hrvatske. Iduce
je godine domacin bila Ce&ka, a zatim je vjezba “stigla”
i u Hrvatsku. Sudjelovalo je 305 pripadnika vojnih
policija uklju¢enih zemalja i pritom je na poligonu
“Gasinci” provedeno prvo ocjenjivanje Multinacionalne
bojne VP-a prema programu CREVAL. VjeZbu su
pratili visoki vojni uzvanici iz zemalja sudionica i iz
NATO-a koji su bili impresionirani zajedni¢kim radom
Cetiriju nacija.?! Dvije je godine potom NATO-ov tim
ocjenjivao Multinacionalnu bojnu VP-a na vjezbi
Sharp Lynx 12 u Poljskoj. Bio je to prvi korak u
priblizavanju statusu operativne postrojbe u sklopu
Multinacionalnog korpusa Sjeveroistok (MNC NE).

U podrucju medunarodne suradnje vaZno je spomenuti i bilateralnu vojnu suradnju s
Ujedinjenim Kraljevstvom u obliku obuke pod nazivom Sava Star. Premijera te vjeZzbe
bila je 2013, kad su Britanci odabrali upravo slunjski poligon za provedbu obuke svoje
pjesacke satnije. Bilo je to prvi put da se britanske postrojbe nalaze na hrvatskom
teritoriju i da suraduju s pripadnicima Gardijske motorizirane brigade HKoV-a.22

Godinu nakon ulaska u NATO prvi je put provedena
domaca vjezba Udar, cija je svrha bilo ocjenjivanje
spremnosti postrojbi HKoV-a deklariranih za sudjelovanje
u mirovnim operacijama i misijama NATO-a. U skladu
s obvezama koje proizlaze iz Ciljeva snaga HKoV-a i
NATO-ova Integracijskog radnog programa, cilj viezbe
bila je priprema snaga HKoV-a za sudjelovanje u
zdruZenom i multinacionalnom okruZenju. VjeZba se u
tom obliku provodila Cetiri godine, a kasnije je za cilj imala
nacionalno certificiranje snaga deklariranih za EUBG.

Zadnje izdanje vjezbe Udar bilo je 2019. godine, a
prvi se put provodilo kao medunarodna vojna vjezba
na kojoj su sudjelovali i pripadnici OruZanih snaga
Poljske s pet borbenih vozila tipa Rosomak.2® Kroz
vjeZzbu Udar 19 provedena je nacionalna certifikacija
deklariranih postrojbi - Mehanizirane satnije iz
sastava motorizirane bojne Pauci koja je upuéena
u zadacu ojacane prednje prisutnosti u Litvu te
Motorizirane satnije iz sastava motorizirane bojne
Vukovi, koja je bila dio Borbene grupe EU-a (EUBG). Ta
se grupa pod vodstvom Njemacke nalazila u stand-byu
od 1. srpnja do 31. prosinca 2020. godine.2*

10-GODINA-CLANSTVA U NATO-U

Immediate Response medunarodna je vjeZba koja se
i danas provodi u Hrvatskoj, a njezin je cilj promicanje
regionalne stabilnosti. Zadnje izdanje provedeno je
2019. na vojnim poligonima na Slunju i Udbini, a
njim je ujedno obiljeZeno deset godina punopravnog
¢lanstva Hrvatske u NATO-u.

VjeZba se osim u Hrvatskoj provodila i u Sloveniji i
Madarskoj, a bila je usmjerena na uvjezbavanje mo-
bilnosti snaga, procedure pri prelasku granica i pobolj-
$anje interoperabilnosti medu partnerskim zemljama.
Sudjelovalo je oko 1600 pripadnika oruZanih snaga
Hrvatske, Slovenije, Madarske, Bosne i Hercegovine,
Albanije, Crne Gore, Kosova, SAD-a, Poljske, Francuske,
Ujedinjenog Kraljevstva, Litve, Sjeverne Makedonije,
Italije i Njemacke. U sklopu vjeZbe brodovi HRM-a
prvi su put prevozili snage ukrcane u drugoj ¢lanici
NATO-a, odnosno u luci Dra¢ u Albaniji. U zavrsnoj
fazi vjezbe Multinacionalna bojna kopnom se kretala
do poligona u Madarskoj, u sklopu cega se uvjezbavag?”
prelazak drZzavne granice (Border Crossing Operations)
u taktickom rasporedu te su takoder provedene zadace
osiguranja logisticke baze u Kaposvaru.2®

21) Parloy, Leida: Black Bear 10, Hrvatski vojnik, broj 311, 24. rujna 2010, str. 7. - 9.

22) Kostanjsak, Petra: Britanci odabrali Slunj za obuku svoje pjeSacke satnije, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 429, 30. kolovoza 2013, str. 4. - 6.
23) https://hrvatski-vojnik.hr/vjezba-udar-19-demonstracija-borbene-spremnosti/ (Pregledano 19. sije¢nja 2021.)

24) https://hrvatski-vojnik.hr/hrvatska-vojska-u-stanju-pripravnosti-kao-dio-borbene-grupe-eu-a/ (Pregledano 20. sije¢nja 2021.)
25) https://hrvatski-vojnik.hr/immediate-response-19-glavni-obucni-dogadaj-2019/ (Pregledano 11. sijecnja 2021.)
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Bear” was conducted in Poland as the first field ex-
ercise of the forces, and engaged 152 members of
the Military Police of Poland, of the Czech Republic,
of Slovakia and of Croatia. The Exercise was hosted
by the Czech Republic in 2017 and by Croatia in
2012.

It engaged 305 participants of the Military Police of
the member countries, and the Multinational Mili-
tary Police Battalion took the first evaluation ac-
cording to the CREVAL programme in the training
range “Gasinci”.

The Exercise was aobserved by senior military visi-
tors from the_participating. countries and from
NATO, who were impressed by the joint operation
of the four nations. Two years later, NATO team
evaluated the Multinational Military Police Battalion
in the Exercise “Sharp Lynx 12" in Poland. It was the
first step towards the status of an operational unit
within the Multinational Corps Northeast (MNC NE).
Regarding the international ce#operation, it is im-
portant to underline the bilateral military co-oper-
ation with the United Kipgdom through a series of
training events titled ava Star®. The first training
was conducted ing2013, when the British forces
chose the trainin & ground near Slunj to conduct the
)€ British infantry company. It was the
first time that the British troops were in the Croa-
tian territory and co-operated with members of the
Guards Motorised Brigade of the Croatian Armed
Forces.

A year after joining NATO, the national Exercise

“‘Udar” (“Strike”) was conducted for the first time, _‘,/.,;‘/""“/
to evaluate the readiness of the Croatian Armed”

Forces units declared for participation in NATQ;"féd
peacekeeping operations and missions. Thg;ﬁbjec—
tive-of-the-Exercise was-to-prepare~the/Croatian
Army’s forces to operate in joint and multinational
environments, in accordance with the commitments
from the Croatian Army’s Target Capabilities and
NATO Integration Plan. The Exercise retained the
format for four years, and later comprised national
certification of forces declared for the EUBC.

The last Exercise of the series “Udar” (“Strike”) was

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

MILITARY EXERCISES MAKE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES A COMPETENT AND
INTEROPERABLE FORCE

conducted in 2019, with the first-time participation
of members of the Polish Armed Forces with five
Rosomak combat vehicles.

The Exercise comprised national certification of the
declared units - the Mechanised Company of the
Motorised Battalion “Pauci”, which was deployed to
the Enhanced Forward Presence activity in Lithu-
ania, and the Motorised Company of the Motorised
Battalion “Vukovi”, which was incorporated into the
Germany-led EU Battlegroup which was stand-by
from 1 July T to 31 December 2020.

10 YEARS OF NATO MEMBERSHIP

‘Immediate Response” is an international exercise still conducted in Croatia today,
with an objective to promote regional stability. The last event took place in 2019
at the military training grounds in Slunj and Udbina in 2019, marking the 10th an-
niversary of Croatia’s full NATO membership.

Except in Croatia, the exercise was conducted in Slovenia and Hungary, and was
aimed at training force mobility, border crossing procedures and improving interop-
erability between partner countries. About 1,600 members of the armed forces of
Croatia, Slovenia, Hungary, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Albania, Montenegro, Kosovo,
the United States, Poland, France, the United Kingdom, Lithuania, North Macedonia,
Italy and Germany took part. The Exercise featured the first-time transportation
of forces aboard the Croatian Navy ships to another NATO member (the port of
Durres, Albania). In the last final phase of the exercise, the Multinational Battal-
ion travelled by land to the training ground in Hungary, practicing the cross-border
movement, and securing of the logistic base in Kaposvar.

o™ DIMENSION OF WARFARE

Today, conventional warfare is on the decline and
cyber warfare is becoming more common as the
5th dimension of warfare. An essential tool is the
Exercise Cyber Coalition. It is NATO's largest cy-
ber defence exercise, which engages a number of
NATO and partner countries. Cyber Coalition tests
NATO's capability to defend its networks from cyber
attacks, and to provide real-time infomation to the
allied and partner countries on cyber attacks.
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Vjezba ZdruZena snaga 15 bila je prva vjezba koja
se provodila u Cetiri dimenzije ratovanja — osim
tradicionalnih, kopna, mora i zraka, pripadnici
Hrvatske vojske osposobljeni su i za

ratovanje u kiberneti¢kom prostoru

The Exercise “Joint Force 15" was the first exercise
conducted in 4 dimensions of warfare - land, sea, ml—

air and cyberspace
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PETA DIMENZIJA RATOVANJA

Danas, kad konvencionalno ratovanje pomalo pada u drugi plan, cyber obrana namece
se kao sve vaznije podrucje, odnosno kao tzv. peta dimenzija ratovanja, a vjezba koju se
nikako ne smije izostaviti jest Cyber Coalition. RijeC je o najvecoj godisnjoj NATO-ovoj
vjezbi iz podru¢ja cyber obrane na kojoj sudjeluje velik broj saveznickih i partnerskih
zemalja. VjeZbom se testiraju NATO-ove sposobnosti da obrani vlastite mreZe od cyber
napada, kao i da pruzi informaciju saveznicama i partnerima o cyber napadima u realnom
vremenu. Hrvatska na vjezbi sudjeluje od 2011, prvo kao zemlja promatrac, a od 2013. i
aktivna sudionica. U 2020. godini, zbog pandemije koronavirusa i posebnih epidemioloskih
uvjeta, 13. izdanje te vjeZbe kojom se upravlja iz Tallinna, Estonija, iz NATO-ova Sredista
izvrsnosti za kibernetic¢ku obranu, prvi je put provedeno u cijelosti virtualno, 5to je donijelo
i neke nove naucene lekcije.2®

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

Croatia has taken part in the Exercise since 2011, first as an observer country and as an active
participant since 2013. In 2020, due to COVID-19 pandemic and extraordinary epidemiologic
conditions the 13th exercise, directed from NATO Cooperative Centre of Excellence in Tallinn,
Estonia, took place virtually in its entirety, which also provided some new lessons learned.

LARGE EXERCISES

A large international exercise conducted by a manoeuvre brigade level, by the USAREUR,
in consideration of the target capabilties of the participating countries (Croatia, Albania,
Azerbaijan, Belgium, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Italy, Canada, Luxembourg, Moldova,
Germany, Romania, the United States, Slovenia and Serbia) and engaging 4,000 troops.
The Exercise entailed the concept based on the employment of NATO Response Forces.
The objective was joint practice of the Croatian Armed Forces and of the U.S. Army ar-
moured and mechanised units, in counterinsurgency operation, counter IED efforts mod-
els, battlefield C4ISR and integration of all armaments types. The Exercise was embed-
ded into the U.S. Army’s Operation Atlantic Resolve.

26) https://www.ncia.nato.int/about-us/newsroom/nato-exercises-cyber-defence-capabilities-at-cyber-coalition.html (Pregledano 11. sije¢nja 2021.)
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VELIKE VJEZBE

Hrvatska vojska sudjelovala je od 2015. na brojnim
velikim i zahtjevnim vjeZbovnim aktivnostima.
Primjerice, u svibnju te godine 14 vozila Patria, dva
kamiona MAN i tri kontejnera s opremom utovareni
su na Zeljeznicke vagone na terminalu u zagrebackom
Vrapcu i krenuli put vojnog poligona JMRC “Hohenfels”
u Njemackoj na medunarodnu vojnu vjeZbu Combined
Resolve IV.

Prvi su se put na medunarodnu vojnu vjezbu pripadnici OSRH uputili u tolikom
broju, ukupno njih 59 iz 3. motorizirane satnije Tigrovi. Glavnina snaga otisla
je cestovnim putem, dok je 15 pripadnika Tigrova sa zapovjednikom kolone
otputovalo u putni¢kom vagonu, u Zeljeznickoj kompoziciji s borbenom tehnikom
i opremom. Rije¢ je o medunarodnoj vjeZbi razine manevarske brigade na
kojoj je sudjelovalo 4000 vojnika, a provelo ju je Zapovjednistvo americke
vojske za Europu (USAREUR) uzimajuci u obzir obucne Ciljeve snaga uklju¢enih
zemalja. To su, uz Hrvatsku, Albanija, AzerbajdZan, Belgija, Bugarska, Ce3ka,
Italija, Kanada, Luksemburg, Moldova, Njemacka, Rumunjska, SAD, Slovenija
i Srbija, s konceptom koji se temelji na uporabi NATO-ovih Snaga brzog
odgovora. Cilj vjeZbe bilo je zajednicko uvjeZzbavanje postrojbi OSRH s oklopnim
i mehaniziranim postrojbama Sjedinjenih DrZava u uvjetima protupobunjenickog
djelovanja, zatim putem modela borbe protiv improviziranih eksplozivnih
naprava, bojisnickim zapovjedno-informacijsko-komunikacijskim sustavom
C4ISR te integracijom svih vrsta naoruzanja. Vjezba se provodila u sklopu
americke operacije Atlantic Resolve.??

Iste je godine na poligonu na Slunju provedena najve¢a
vojna vjezba OruZanih snaga RH jo3 od Domovinskog
rata, nazvana ZdruZena snaga 15, ujedno prva vojna
vjeZba koja se provodila u etiri dimenzije ratovanja
- na kopnu, moru, u zraku te kibernetickom (cyber)
prostoru. Bila je to pokazna vjezba s bojnim gadanjem
na kojoj je sudjelovalo vise od 1000 pripadnika svih
ustrojstvenih cjelina OSRH, a cilj vjeZbe bio je pokazati
integrirane sposobnosti OSRH i uspjeSnost uvodenja
novih sustava i opreme u operativnu uporabu.

VELEBIT 18 — ZDRUZENA SNAGA

Na tom je tragu tri godine kasnije provedena
vjezba pod nazivom Velebit 18 — ZdruZzena snaga
- intergranska sveobuhvatna vjezba svih postrojbi
OSRH, najsloZenija dotad provedena hrvatska vojna
vjezba.

Provedena je u listopadu 2018. na vojnim lokacijama
Sirom zemlje, neprekidno je trajala 72 sata, a
sudjelovalo je 5500 pripadnika i dio pri€uvnog sastava
uz koristenje borbene i nebarbene tehnike, naoruzanja
i opreme iz svih postrojbi OSRH.

Ciljevi vjeZbe bili su viSestruki i usmjereni na provjeru
razine dostignutih sposobnosti za obranu zemlje,
provjere=uspjesnosti uvodenja novog naoruzanja
i opreme OSRH, 3to se u prvom redu odnosilo na
borbena oklopna vozila Patria, samohodne haubice
PzH 2000 te helikoptere OH-58D Kiowa Warrior, zatim
prikaz sposobnosti planiranja i provedbe zdruzenih
operacija, provjeru doktrinarnih publikacija, koncepata
i prihvac¢enih normi te prikaz sposobnosti pruZanja
potpore civilnim institucijama tijekom obrambenih
djelovanja. Osim klasi¢nih borbenih zadaca, vjezbom
su obuhvacene i suvremene prijetnje, ukljucujuci
borbu protiv terorizma, borbu U turbanom podrucju
te cyber obranu na operativnoj i taktickoj razini,
presretanje zrakoplova, zastitu snaga, napad na
vojnoskladisni kompleks, odgovor na prekid sustava
veza i drugo.

Vjezba Velebit 18 po opsegu i sadrZaju te je godine
objedinila vise granskih i mje3ovitih vjezbi kao Sto su,
primjerice, Udar, Harpun, Barakuda i Stit.28

VjeZba Sigurnost prvi je put provedena 2018, a
ponovila se i idu¢e godine! Rije¢ je 0 meduresornoj
vjezbi Koordinacije za sustav domovinske sigurnostis”
Nositelj-vjeZbe bila-je DrZavna uprava za zastitu i
spasavanje (DUZS) u suorganizaciji s MORH-om i
MUP-om. Glavni cilj vjeZbe bila je provjera sposobnosti
svih sastavnica sustava domovinske sigurnosti u

27) http://hrvatski-vojnik.hr/godina-2015- menu/item/533-patrije-vlakom-upucene-na-vojnu-vjezbu-u-njemacku.html (Pregledano 18. prosinca 2015.)

28) https://hrvatski-vojnik.hr/velebit-18-zdruzena-snaga-2/ (Pregledano 19. sije¢nja 2021.)
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Since 2015, the Croatian Armed Forces have par-
ticipated in a number of large and demanding train-
ing activities. In May 2015 14 Patria vehicles, two
MAN trucks and three containers of equipment
were loaded on railway wagons at the terminal in
Zagreb and transported to the Joint Multinational
Readiness Centre “Hohenfels” in Germany to take
part in the international military exercise “Com-
bined Resolve IV,

It was the first participation of the Croatian Armed
Forces in an international military exercise in that
size (a total of 59 members of the 3rd Motorised
Company “Tigrovi‘. . The majority of the forces trav-
elled by road, while 15 members of the Battalion
with the Commander of the column travelled in a
passenger wagon of the composition.

“VELEBIT 18" - JOINT FORCE

In 2015 tog the largest military exercise of the
Croatian Armed Forces singé the Homeland War —
the “Joint Force 15” - wag’conducted in the training
range near Slunj. It w s the first military exercise
conducted in four dimensions of warfare - on the
ground, at sea,_,.-'-"' air and in cyberspace. It was a
demonstration exercise with live firing, which en-
gaged more| than 1,000 members of most organi-
sational units of the Croatian Armed Forces, and
whose objective was to display integrated capabili-
ties of the Croatian Armed Forces and the efficient
introduction of systems and equipment into the op-
erational service. p
Three years later, an inter-service and the mo;rf""
complex exercise ever conducted titled “Veleb,»i/t;»‘"‘TB

- Joint Force” was conducted - an inter—ser\‘(};é'é and
the-most-complex-Croatian-military-exerise ever
conducted.

It was conducted at military locations across the
country in October 2018, for 72 hours in a row, and
engaged 5,500 members and some units of the re-
serve component, using combat and non-combat
equipment, weapons and equipment from all Croa-
tian Armed Forces units.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

MILITARY EXERCISES MAKE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES A COMPETENT AND
INTEROPERABLE FORCE

The Exercise had multifold purpose, primarily to
test the level of achieved national defence capabil-
ity, to testing the introduction of new weapons and
equipment of the Croatian Armed Forces, primar-
ily to the Patria armoured vehicles, the PzH 2000
self-propelled howitzers and OH-58D Kiowa Warrior
helicopters.

It also served to demonstrate the capability to plan and conduct joint operations, to
test doctrine documents, concepts and accepted norms, and to display the capabili-
ties of providing assistance to civilian institutions during defence operations. In ad-
dition to the classic combat missions, the Exercise comprised the modern threats,
e.g combating terrorism, urban warfare, and cyber defence at the operational and
tactical levels, aircraft interception, force protection, attack on a military depot,
response to communications disruption and the like.

The Exercise “Velebit 18" comprised a series of service-level and inter-service exer-
cises such as “Udar’, “Harpun’, “Barakuda” and “Stit”.

The Exercise “Sigurnost”(“Security”) — the inter-department exercise of the Home-
land Security System Board - was first conducted in 2018, and in 2019 too. The
main authority was the National Protection and Rescue Directorate (DUZS), with
the Ministry of Defence and the Ministry of the Interior as co-organisers.

The main objective of the Exercise was to test the
capabiltiies of all components of the homeland se-
curity system in response to large-scale disasters
and various threats to the population and tourists,
and to test readiness and co-ordination of the forc-
es engaged in firefighter seasons. It was the first
time the Croatian Armed Forces engaged the UAV,
in addition to the air, naval and land forces.

The largest NATO Exercise since the Cold War

The international military exercise “Trident Juncture
18“ was one of the largest NATO exercises since
the end of the Cold War, and members of the Croa-
tian Armed Forces were also engaged. The Exercise
was conducted in Norway, with the objective of
testing the interoperability of the international forc-
es in joint action and NATO'’s ability to regain Al-
lied sovereignty after armed aggression, as well as
the evaluation and certification of NATO Response
Force 2019 (NRF19). Some 50,000 members of the
armed forces of 29 NATO and two partner coun-
tries, Finland and Sweden, took part, equipped with
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odgovoru na krizu velikih razmjera i razlicite ugroze za
stanovniStvo i turiste na terenu te provjera spremnosti
i koordinacije snaga koje sudjeluju u provedbi
protupoZarne sezone, na kojoj ¢e OSRH sudjelovati
sa zracnim, pomorskim i kopnenim snagama te prvi
put i s besposadnim letjelicama.

NAJVECA NATO-OVA VJEZBA 0D
HLADNOG RATA

Medunarodna vojna vjezba Trident Juncture 18 bila jejedna od najvecih NATO-ovih
vjezbi jo3 od zavrSetka hladnog rata, a na njoj su sudjelovali i pripadnici OSRH.
Domacin vjeZbe=bila=je=Norveska;=a=cilj provjera interoperabilnosti medunarodnih
snaga u zdruZzenom djelovanju te sposobnosti NATO-a da povrati suverenitet saveznice
nakon oruZane agresije, kao i procjena te potvrda NATO-ovih Snaga za odgovor 2019
(Response Force 2019 — NRF19). Sudjelovalo je oko 50 000 pripadnika oruzanih snaga
29 ¢lanica NATO-a i dviju partnerskih zemalja, Finske i Svedske, uz 250 zrakoplova,
65 plovila i oko 10 000 motornih vozila.2® ;
Mora se istaknuti i izdanje Trident Juncturea iz 2015, kad su hrvatski vojnici debitirali na
NATO-ovoj vjezbi najvise razine.

Ta je vjezba provedena u Spanjolskoj te u Italiji i Portugalu. Najatraktivniji dio hrvatskog
doprinosa tad se ogledavao u mehaniziranom vodu iz sastava bojne Gromovi tadasnje
Gardijske motorizirane (danas mehanizirane) brigade 1 nekoliko pripadnika Bojne
koji su bili u potpori ili nadzoru. Njihova su vozila i drugu opremu preko Sredozemlja
dopremili HRM-ovi desantni brodovi minopolagaci Cetina i Krka. Pripadnici Gromova
djelovali su na poligonu “San Gregorio” kod Zaragoze na istoku Spanjolske.

Na nekoliko lokacija u Spanjolskoj bili su rasporedeni i
pripadnici nacionalnog Razmjestivog komunikacijskog
modula (DCM). Podsjetimo, rijeC je o jednom, 6d
Cetiri nacionalna DCM-a, jedinoj ustrojstvenoj,€jelini
sastavljenoj od pripadnika OSRH koja je pod’stalnim
izravnim zapovjednistvom NATO-a. /"
Nawjezbifrident Juncture-2038-takadef su sudjelovali
pripadnici DCM-a te pripadnici Bojne veze HKoV-a sa
Sest motornih i pet priklju¢nih vozila.

MILITARY EXERCISES MAKE CROATIAN
ARMED FORCES A COMPETENT AND
INTEROPERABLE FORCE

250 aircraft, 65 vessels and about 10,000 motor
vehicles.

The Exercise “Trident Juncture 15" has to be under-
lined as it saw the first engagement of Croatian
forces at a top-level NATO exercise.

The Exercise was conducted in Spain, in Italy and
Portugal. The most attractive segment of the Croa-
tian contribution was the mechanised platoon of
the “Gromovi“ Battalion of then Guards Motorised
Brigade (today Mechanised Brigade) and a few
members of the Battalion assigned as support or
supervision. Their vehicles and other equipment
were delivered across_the Mediterranean aboard
the Croatian Navy'sflanding craft/minelayers Cetina
and Krka.

The members of the “Gromovi‘Battalion were en-
gaged in the “San Gregorio” training ground near
Zaragoza in east Spain.

The members of the national Deployable Commu-
nication Module (DCM) were deployed at several
locations during the Exercise in Spain. It was one
of the four national DCMs - thesSole organisational
unit composed of members of the Croatian Armed
Forces directly subordinated to NATO.

The Trident Juncture 2018 Exercise saw the en-
gagement of the/ Deployable Communications
Module (DCM) and of the members of the Signal
Battalion of the Croatian Army, equipped with six
motor vehicles and five trailers.

EXTRAORDINARY YEAR 2020

The year ahead of the 230th anniversary of the
establishment of the Croatian Armed Forces saw
strong. earthquakes in addition to the pandemicy/”
first in Zagreb-and-its-surroundingsrand-then-in-the
Banovina region. The emergency situation reduced
exercise and training activities.

In February the members of the 2nd HRVCON took
part in the joint international military exercise

29) https://hrvatski-vojnik.hr/hrvatski-vojnici-na-vjezbi-trident-juncture-18/ (Pregledano 20. sijecnja 2021.)
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" Joint Force* was conducteds*
in'military installations across:
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SPECIJALNA 2020. GODINA

Godina uoci velike obljetnice ustrojavanja OSRH donijela je osim pandemije i snaZne
potrese, prvo na podrucju Zagreba i okolice, a zatim i na Banovini. lzvanredna situacija
znacila je manje vjezbi i obuka.

U veljaci su pripadnici 2. hrvatskog kontingenta u NATO-ovoj aktivnosti ojacane prednje
prisutnosti u Litvi sudjelovali na zdruZenoj medunarodnoj vojnoj vjezbi Winter Saber, dok
je u Poljskoj 5. HRVCON proveo takticku vjeZbu s bojnim gadanjem Storm. Prije upucivanja
6. HRVCON-a u Poljsku u oZujku je na Slunju provedena vjezba s bojnim gadanjem SVLR-a
Vulkan 20/1.To su ujedno redovite obucne aktivnosti svakog hrvatskog kontingenta uoci
i za vrijeme boravka u tim dvjema saveznickim zemljama.

Pripadnici 173. brigade KoV-a SAD-a u veljaci su na vojnom poligonu “Eugen Kvaternik”
provodili vjezbu Eagle Royale, na kojoj je sudjelovao Vod minobacaca bojne Pauci iz GMBR-a.
Na tom je poligonu u srpnju provedeno zajednicko uvjezbavanje pripadnika OSRH i Ratnog
zrakoplovstva SAD-a Chimera Ruin.

U listopadu je provedena spomenuta vojna vjezba Spremnost 20 kao glavni obuni dogadaj
Hrvatske vojske u 2020. godini.

Brojne druge aktivnosti na domacem terenu, ali i u savezni¢kim zemljama, koje su bile
planirane i najavljivane u toj godini, zbog posebnih epidemioloskih uvjeta, nazalost, nisu
mogle biti provedene.

Prije upucivanja 6. HRVCON-a u Poljsku
na Slunju je provedena vjezba s bojnim
gadanjem SVLR-a Vulkan 20/1

The deployment of the 6th HRVCON to
Poland was preceded by the live-fire
exercise with the MRLS Vulkan 20/1
in the training range near Slunj

“Winter Saber” in NATO’s Enhanced Forward Presence in Lithuania, while in Poland the
5th HRVCON conducted a live-fire tactical exercise titled “Storm*.

Prior to the deployment of the 6th HRVCON to Poland, a live-fire exercise engaging the
Vulkan MRLS 20/1 was conducted in the training range near Slunj in March. These were
the regular training activities for each Croatian contingent prior to and during the de-
ployment in Lithuania and Poland.

In February, members of the 173rd the U.S. Armed Forces Brigade conducted the “Eagle
Royale” exercise in the “Eugen Kvaternik® Range, which engaged a Mortar Platoon of
the Battalion “Pauci” of the Guards Mechanised Brigade. The same range hosted a joint
practice event titled “Chimera Ruin®, for the members of the Croatian Armed Forces and
the U.S. Air Force.

The military exercise “Spremnost 20“(“Readiness 20) was conducted as the main train-
ing event of the Croatian Armed Forces in 2020.

Unfortunately, due to the extraordinary epidemiological situation a number of other ac-
tivities planned and announced at home and abroad were thwarted.

ele
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VOJNI
MIMOHODI

U trideset godina postojanja OruZane snage Repu-
blike Hrvatske odrzale su tri vojna mimohoda. Prvi
je bio 30. svibnja 1995. na zagrebackom Jarunu. Na
tom je mjestu dvije godine poslije, 30. svibnja 1997,
odrZan i drugi mimohod, nazvan Pobjednicki bedem.
Trec¢i je odrZan 4. kolovoza 2015. u Sirem sredistu
Zagreba (Ulica Marina Drzi¢a - Ulica grada Vukova-
ra — Savska cesta — Slavonska avenija).

Opcenito, vojni su mimohodi u povijesti imali ulogu u manifestaciji vojne mo¢i poje-
dine zemlje, bili su ¢imbenik jacanja nacionalnog ponosa i zajednistva, a kao jedna
od najsloZenijih vojnih svecanosti obi¢no se organiziraju povodom obljetnice doga-
daja koji ima povijesnu vaznost za pojedinu zemlju ili kao prezentacija vojne moci
neke zemlje s ciljem slanja odredene politicke poruke.! U svjetlu toga moguce je
promatrati i tri hrvatska vojna mimohoda - svaki je, u kontekstu povijesnih dogada-
nja i vremena, imao razlog zasto je odrZan te ¢vrstu poruku koju je odaslao.

Prvi je vojni mimohod organiziran u svibnju 1995.
povodom obiljeZavanja pete obljetnice hrvatske dr-
Zavnosti — no, njegovu je vaznost i poruke moguce
razumijeti tek sagledavanjem Sireg povijesnog kon-
teksta u kojem je odrZan. To je vrijeme u kojem je Re-
publika Hrvatska godinama bila izloZena vojnim na-
padima i diplomatskim pritiscima, broj Zrtava medu
braniteljima, ali i medu civilima neprestano je rastao,
dijelovi zemlje godinama su bili okupirani, a Hrvatska
je zbrinjavala stotine tisu¢a svojih prognanika, kao i
izbjeglica iz BiH. Osim toga, Hrvatska je mukotrpno
organizirala obranu i stvarala svoju — pokazat e se
uskoro — pobjednicku vojsku. Vojno-redarstvena oslo-
bodilacka operacija Bljesak u kojoj je Hrvatska vojska
vratila godinama okupiranu zapadnu Slavoniju; zatim
raketni napadi na hrvatske gradove, mrtvi na zagre-
backim ulicama, stradali u Dje¢joj bolnici u Klai¢evoj
i u baletnoj dvorani HNK-a - i onda, a sve u rasponu
od nekoliko tjedana, u istom mjesecu, svibnju 1995,
eksplozija nacionalnog ponosa i zajednistva dok uz
zvukove koracnice zagrebackim ulicama stupaju oni
koji su do jucer bili na bojisnici i sutra ¢e ponovno
onamo. Prvi vojni mimohod Hrvatske vojske bio je,

u pravom smislu rijeci, ratni mimohod: prijatelju na
veselje, a neprijatelju na razmisljanje.

Drugi vojni mimohod, dvije godine poslije, bio je mi-
mohod vojske koja je izrasla u ratu i koja s pobjed-
ni¢kim samopouzdanjem gleda u budu¢nost. Pred-
sjednik Republike Franjo Tudman prije zapovijedi
0 pocetku mimohoda posebno pozdravlja upravo
invalide Domovinskog rata — oni su temelj novoste-
Cene slobode, a medu komentatorima Pobjednickog
bedema i vizijama buduceg razvoja vojske sve se
CeSc¢e spominju “vojska XXI. stolje¢a” te NATO i Eu-
ropska unija.

Trec¢i je mimohod odrZan u kolovozu 2015. i njim
je obiljeZena dvadeseta obljetnica pobjednicke ope-
racije=Oluja;-ali~<je=i prikazano $to su u zadnja dva
desetljeca postigle OruZane snage RH.

PRVI VOJNI MIMOHOD -
30. SVIBNJA 1995.

Prvi je vojni mimohod OSRH odrZan povodom Dana
drzavnosti na zagrebackom Jarunu. Predsjednik
Republike Hrvatske T vrhovni zapovjednik OruZanih
snaga Franjo Tudman te ministar obrane Gojko Su-
Sak prije pocetka mimohoda obisli su i pregledali
postrojene pjesacke i motorizirane postrojbe Hrvat-
ske vojske. Nakon intoniranja hrvatske himne i pri-
javka koji je predsjedniku Tudmanu predao nacelnik
GS-a stoZerni general Janko Bobetko, Predsjednik je
pozvao na minutu Sutnje za sve one koji su Zivjeli,
patili, umirali i ginuli za slobodnu hrvatsku drzavu,
a zatim je zapovjedio da mimohod krene. Smotra
OSRH, na koju su mnogi sudionici stigli ravno s bo‘;x‘"
jidnica, zapocela je preletom triju-aviona -MiG-21bis
koji su u zraku ostavljali crvene, bijele i plave trago-
ve, a zatim je, uz zvukove fanfara i uz kora¢nicu Pu-
hackog orkestra Hrvatske vojske krenuo mimohod
kojim je zapovijedao general-bojnik Ivan Basarac.

1) Ogorec, Marinko: Vojni mimohodi, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 488, 4. prosinca 2015., str. 36. — 41.
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The Croatian Armed Forces have seen three pa-
rades over 25 years of their existence, the first one
staged near the lake Jarun in Zagreb on 30 May
1995, followed by a new one, titled “Pobjednicki
bedem” two years later, and the third held along
the avenues in the wider centre of Zagreb on 4
August 2015.

Military parades have been organised throughout
the history to display the military strength of a na-
tion, and to enhance the national pride and unity.
As highly complex military ceremonies, they have
mostly been staged to commemorate historic
events, or to_demonstrate_the military strength
of a country/and thereby communicate a political
message. The same applies to the three parades
of the Croatian military, as each had a solid motive
and a message. The first parade was thus organ-
ised in May 1995 to mark the sixth anniversary of
the Croatian statehood, and its messages are only
comprehensible with the insjght into the wider
contemporary context - itsvas a period charac-
terised by the aggressiof and coercive diplomacy
against Croatia, the _,_-"évy human toll of the war,
the occupation of & large part of the territory and
the care for th {isands of refugees from the oc-
cupied areassas well as from Bosnia and Herzego-
vina. Amidst the hardships Croatia was building its
defence and its own victorious military. Preceded
by the Military and Police Operation “Lightning”
whereby the Croatian Army regained the control of
thereto occupied west Slavonia, retaliation missile

attack on the Croatia towns, the capital included .‘/.;;»‘/'”‘:/
(brutal attacks on the children’s hospital and the”

Croatian National Theatre), the Parade brou‘g,h’f"a
ceremony of national pride and unity at tlj,;,e‘"'sight
of the-brave-Croatian defenders-marchifig along
the route, accompanied by the march music.

The first parade of the Croatian Army was a war-
time parade, which sent a clear message to the
friendly countries and the aggressor. The 1997
parade was a display of a self-confident military
grown in war. Prior to issuing the order to com-
mence the Parade, the President of Croatia Franjo

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

MILITARY
PARADES

Tudman paid tribute to the disabled defenders
from the Homeland War, who paid a heavy toll for
the freedom. The experts commenting the parade
and the plans for the future development used the
terms “the military for the 215 century”, NATO and
the EU.

The third parade in August 2015 was organised
to mark the anniversary of the victorious Opera-
tion “Storm*, and showcased the achievements of
the Croatian Armed Forces over the previous two
decades.

THE FIRST PARADE OF THE CROATIAN ARMY -
30 MAY 1395

The first parade of the Croatian Army was held on the occasion of the Statehood
Day at lake Jarun in Zagreb. Prior to the commencement of the Parade the Presi-
dent of the Republic of Croatia and the Supreme Commander of the Croatian Army,
Franjo Tudman and the Defence Minister, Gojko Susak made a review of the infan-
try and motorised columns of the Croatian Army, followed by the performance of
the Croatian national anthem and the report by the Chief of the General Staff, Staff
General Janko Bobetko to President Tudman, who ordered a minute of silence in
tribute to all who sacrified themselves for the freedom of Croatia.

The display of the Croatian military units, many of
whom came directly from the battlefields, started
with the flypast of three MiGs 21 creating trails in
the colours of the Croatian national flag. The trum-
pets and the march played by the Wind Band of
the Croatian Army signalled and accompanied the
marchpast conducted under the command of Major
General lvan Basarac. The flagbearer, five officers of
the different services and components of the Croa-
tian Army (the land component, the Navy, the Home
Guard, the Air Force, the Police) marched past the VIP
stand by the Jarun Lake, followed by the representa-
tives of the Croatian historical units - the Alkars of
Sinj, the Bokelj Navy, the Knight Order of Kumpanjija
from the island of Korcula, the Hajduks of Poljicka
Republika, the Varazdin Civil Guard, Krapinski llirci,
the Home Guard and the partizans from the WWII.

el7
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VOJNI
MIMOHODI

Nakon stjegono3e s drzavnom zastavom i peto-
rice ¢asnika — po jednog ¢asnika pjesastva, Mor-
narice, Domobranstva, Hrvatskog ratnog zrako-
plovstva i policije, ispred svecane loZe na Jarunu
prosli su predstavnici povijesnih vojnih postrojbi:
Sinjski alkari, Bokeljska mornarica, Viteska kum-
panija Korcula, hajduci Poljicke republike, Moreska
Korcula, VaraZdinska gradanska garda, Krapinski
llirci, hrvatski domobrani, hrvatski partizani. Na-
kon njih pro3li su pripadnici OruZanih snaga koji su
nosili ratne zastave proslavljene u Domovinskom
ratu. PjeSacki je postroj predvodio zapovjednik 1.
gardijske_brigade stoZerni brigadir Jozo Milice-
vi¢. Drugi je podpostroj bio sastavljen od ¢asnika
Hrvatske kopnene vojske, Hrvatskog ratnog zra-
koplovstva i protuzracne obrane, Hrvatske ratne
mornarice i Ministarstva unutarnjih poslova, a
nadlijetala su ih tri transportna helikoptera Mi-17
i tri helikoptera Mi-8MTV-1.

Uslijedilo je demonstriranje hrvatskih mornarickih snaga na Jarunu u kojem su sudje-
lovala dva policijska glisera, Cetiri desantna gumena ¢amca za prijevoz pomorskih
diverzanata, amfibijska rasklopna inZenjerijska splav, dvije polusplavi te diverzantska
dvosjedna ronilica projektirana i izradena u Republici Hrvatskoj.

Zrakoplovni postroj bio je sastavljen od"podpostroja policijskih helikoptera, podpo-
stroja sa Sest borbenih helikoptera Mi-24 te dvaju mornarickih Mi-24V naoruzZanih
Cetirima protupodmornickim torpedima MK-44. Podpostroj Gardijske motorizirane
bojne ¢inilo je 40 teretnih i jedno terensko vozilo.2

Podpostroj veze cinila su dva terenska vozila, dva
laka oklopna vozila i Sest vozila TAM-150. Podpo-
stroj ABKO sastojao se od dvaju LoV-a 4 x 4 Tef-
pedo, dviju autocisterni, TAM-500 Iaborat/orij/a i
TAM-110 za dekontaminaciju. Raketni pedpostroj
velikog dometa predstavio je tri PZO sustava STRI-
JElA=L0-CRO- domaée=preizvednje=Podpostroj ci-
jevnog topnistva Cinila su dva teretna vozila, pro-
tuoklopni topovi T-100 i modificirana inacica T-12,
Maljutke, Fagoti, haubice od 122 mm, 155 mm i
203 mm te topovi od 130 mm.

MILITARY
PARADES

The marching column was commanded by Staff
Brigadier Jozo Mili¢evi¢, the Commander of the 1<
Guards Brigade “Tigrovi®. The second sub-column
was composed of the officers of the land force,
the Croatian Air Force, the Navy and the Ministry
of the Interior. The marchpast was accompanied
by a flypast of three Mi-17 transport helicopters
and three Mi-8 MTV-1 helicopters. The naval forc-
es demonstrated their capabilities with two Police
speedboats, four rubber landing craft transport-
ing special naval forces members, the amphibious
foldable engineer rig, two half-rafts and a special
forces two-seat submersible designed and manu-
factured in Croatias”

The Air Force column was composed of police heli-
copters, a sub-column of six Mi-24 helicopters and
two Navy Mi-24 V helicopters armed with MK-44.
The sub-column of the Guards Mechanised Battal-
ion comprised 40 freight and one field vehicle.

The signal sub-column moved on twaosfield vehicles,
two light armoured vehicles and six-*'TAMs—]SO, and
the NBC Defence on two 4x4 ‘Forpedo® light tacti-
cal vehicle, two water tanks,_,_,-a' TAM-500 and TAM-
110 decontamination tankeér trucks. The long-range
missile sub-column displayed three Croatia-made
STRELE-10 CRO selfpropelled surface-to-air missile
system. The artillery systems sub-column consisted
of two freight vehicles, T-100 anti-armour guns and
a modified version of the T-12 anti-tank gun, the
“Maljutka“and “Fagot” anti-armour systems, the 122-
mm, 155-mm and 203-mm Howitzers and 130-mm
guns. The artillery-missile | support subcolumn was
composed of the “Grad®, “Vulkan®, “Tajfun“ and “Grom*
self-propelled MRLS and the mid-range surface-to-
surface missiles (“Uragan®). Their marchpast was acy”
companied-by-a-flypast-6f-MiGs-21-BIS-The-armelr
column consisted of the BTR-50 command vehicle,
the BVP-80 infantry combat vehicles, the M-84 and
TNM-55, the armoured recovery vehicle (TZI-71) and
three low-deck trailers.

2) (N. N.): Mimohod pobjednika, Velebit, br. 2, 2. lipnja 1995., str. 16. - 17.
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Prvi vojni mimohod potaknuo je
nacionalni ponos i uévrstio povjerenje
u Hrvatsku vojsku

The 1st Military Parade instigated the
national pride and reinforced the trust
in the Croatian Army
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VOJNI
MIMOHODI

U topnicko-raketnom podpostroju za potporu bili su
samohodni viSecijevni lanseri raketa Grad, Vulkan,
Tajfun i Grom te rakete srednjeg dometa zemlja-
-zemlja Uragan. Jarun su tijekom njihova prolaska u
niskom letu nadletjeli avioni MiG-21bis.

U oklopnom postroju nalazilo se zapovjedno vozi-
lo BTR-50, borbena vozila BVP-80, tenkovi M-84 i
TNM-55, tenkovsko vozilo za izvlacenje TZI-71 te tri
labudice, a mimohod je zavrSio spustanjem 15 pa-
dobranaca koji su iskocili iz An-2.

DRUGI VOJNI MIMOHOD -
30. SVIBNJA 1997.

Pobjednicki bedem, drugi vojni mimohod OSRH,
odrzan je 30. svibnja 1997., na sedmu obljetnicu
Dana drZavnosti i Sestu abljetnicu Dana Oruzanih
snaga RH. Bio je to, nakon dugih ratnih godina,
mimohod koji je slavio pabjedu, ali i najavio smjer
rasta OSRH.

Ministar obrane Gojko Susak dotekao je i pozdra-

Prvi vojni mimohod, organiziran u jeku ratne agresije na Hrvatsku i u okruZenju vise- vio predsjednika Republike i vrhovnog zapovjednika
godisnjeg i teSkog svakodnevnog stradanja, oCekivano je izazvao veliku pozornost OSRH Franju Tudmana..Predsjednik se prije pocet-
javnosti. Potaknuo je erupcije oduSevljenja gradana, eksploziju nacionalnog ponosa i ka mimohoda i protokolarnog rasporeda dogada-
povjerenje u Hrvatsku vojsku, kao i nadu da ¢e ona svojom snagom, organizirano3¢u, nja=obratio=invalidima Domovinskog rata na sre-
opremljenos¢u i sposobnostima koje je demonstrirala tesko ratno vrijeme okoncati disnjoj tribini i prve ih pozdravio. Nacelnik Glavnog

pobjedom - $to se, svega dva mjeseca poslije, i dogodilo. stoZzera OSRH general-pukovnik Pavao Miljavac

I. [ |
1 N II
-5

Sto je znatio i koliko je bio vaZan prvi mimohod
OSRH govore i izjave nekih od sudionika tog povije-
snog dogadaja. Predsjednik Tudman tad je rekao:
“Pokazali smo ¢itavom hrvatskom narodu u domo-
vini i svijetu, ali i ¢itavom svijetu, Sto smo stvorili.”®
Tadasnji je potpredsjednik Vlade i ministar vanjskih
poslova RH Mate Grani¢ naglasio sljedece: “Mislim
da je Hrvatska pokazala da je spremna i braniti se,
i uspostaviti svoj teritorijalni integritet. Naravno,
mi ¢emo uciniti sve da to bude mirnim putem uz
pomo¢ medunarodne zajednice, ali nasu slobodu i
samostalnost vise nitko nema pravo ugroZavati."
General-bojnik Ante Gotovina tad je rekao: “To je
jedan od najvaznijih dogadaja ove godine i sigurno
itekako vaZan za nasu drZavu. Pokazali smo svije-
tu dobru pripremljenost Hrvatske vojske i njezinu
spremnost za izvr3avanje svih zadac¢a u cilju obrane
nase zemlje,”® dok je general-bojnik Mate Lausi¢
kratko saZeo: “Velicanstveni utisci — prijatelju na ve-
selje, neprijatelju na razmisljanje™.

tad je predao prijavak, a pritiskom na tipku racu-
nala predsjednik Tudman pokrenuo je mimohod
kojim je zapovijedao general-bojnik Marijan Mare-
kovi¢. Dok je ispred svecane loZe prolazilo Zapo-
vjednistvo mimohoda, a Jarun nadlijetala tri aviona
MiG-21bis ostavljajuci za sobom trag boja hrvatske
trobojnice, na videozidu su se smijenjivali kadrovi
s vojnog poligona na Slunju te iz Brackog kanala
gdje je pocasni postroj Flote Hrvatske ratne mor-
narice skidajuc¢i kape mornarski pozdravio sve su-
dionike Pobjednickog bedema. Bio je to prikaz “(...)
zdruZenosti hrvatskih snaga, snaga koje se mogu u
svakom trenutku, po svojoj tehnologiji, znanju, in-
formacijama, oduprijeti neprijatelju, ali snaga koje
ovoga trenutka 3alju svijetu poruku mira.”
Mimohod je nastavljen pocasnim postrojem sa-
stavljenim od stjegono3a s 21 zastavom te povije-
snog podpostroja u kojem su, uz ostale, pronesene/”
zastave HRZ-a, HRM-a, Hrvatskog gardijskog zbo-
ra, Sest zbornih podruc¢ja i sedam hrvatskih gardij-
skih brigada.

3) (N. N.): Mimohod pobjednika, Velebit, br. 2, 2. lipnja 1995., str. 17.
4) Isto.
5) Isto.
6) Isto.

7) Mimohod OSRH - Jarun (30. svibnja 1997.) (Navod iz 2. minute snimke.) YouTube, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rO9WDNdeZjY (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)
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The parade was rounded up with a jump by 15 par-
atroopers from the AN 2 transport aircraft.

The first Military Parade, taking place amidst the
aggression and the hardships of war, caught na-
tional-wide enthousiasm, pride and the trust into
the young Croatian military which demonstrated
the strength and capabilities which were hoped to
end the years of suffering. The hopes did come true
a few months later.

The place of the first Parade of the Croatian armed
forces is illustrated in the statements of its partici-
pants. The President of the Republic as Supreme
Commander of the Croatian. armed forces Franjo
Tudman said”on the occasion: “The Croatian peo-
ple at home and abroad have been shown what we
have established®, and the then Deputy Prime Min-
ister and Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mate Grani¢ “In
my view Croatia has demonstrated to be capable
of defending and establishing national integrity. We
shall do our utmost to resolvethe situation peace-
fully, with the assistance J#fom the international
community, but our freédom and independence
shall never more be i_,n-""anger“. Major General Ante
Gotovina, the Compfiander of the Split Military Dis-
trict underlined_;f-‘-'he Parade is one of the central
events of the’year, and is of immense importance
for Croatia; we have demonstrated Croatia’s
preparedness and the ability to fulfill any task as-
signed to defend the country®, and Major General
Mate Lausi¢, the Croatian Military Police Com-
mander summed it up “the impressions are magnifi-

cient, a clear message has been sent to the friendly /"

countries and the aggressor”.

2ND MILITARY PARADE-
30 MAY 1397

The 2nd Parade of the Croatian Armed Forces
(“Pobjednicki bedem®), took place on 30 May 1997
marking the 7" Anniversary of the Statehood Day
and the 5" Anniversary of the Croatian Army Day. It
was a magnificient event honouring the victory and
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signalling the future course of development of the
Croatian Armed Forces.

The Defence Minister of the Republic of Croatia,
Gojko Susak welcomed the President of the Re-
public of Croatia as the Supreme Commander,
who commenced his address by extending the ap-
preciation to the disabled veterans of the Home-
land War. Following the report by the Chief of the
General Staff, Lieutenant General Pavao Miljavac,
the President pressed a key on a computer to start
the Parade, commanded by Major General Marijan
Marekovi¢. Concurrently with the marchpast by the
Parade Command past the VIP stand three MiGs-21
performed a flypast releasing trails in the colours of
the Croatian flag, the video-wall displayed the shots
from the Slunj Training Range and from the Brac
Channel (the “manning the rails” salute peformed
by the honorary column of the Croatian Navy fleet)
respectively. The Parade displayed the integration
of the Croatian forces, capable of withstanding the
enemy forces at any moment thanks to their tech-
nology, knowledge, capabilities but also the forces
communicating the message of peace to the world".

The Parade was continued with a Honorary Column, composed of 21 flagbearers
and a historical sub-column displaying the flags of the Croatian Air Force, the Croa-
tian Navy, the Croatian Guards Corps, the six Military Districts and seven Guards
Brigades. The Historical Column was headed by a disabled veteran of the Homeland
War carrying the state flag, the disabled defenders and veterans of the Homeland
War, and the reserve components of the services of the armed forces.

The historical subcolumn, featuring the Alkars from
Sinj, the Bokelj Navy 809 Croatian Fraternity, the
Poljica Principality, the Turopolje Troop, the Knight
Order of “Kumpanjija“ from Blato, Korcula, the
Historical Guard of Sisak, the Trenck’s Pandurs of
PoZega, Korculanski moreskanti, the Civil Guard of
Karlovac, the Varazdin Civil Guard, the Istrian Hon-
orary Unit Prstenac, the “Hrvatski sokol® Honour
Guard of Osijek, the Krapinski llirci Honorary Unit,
and the Barban Race of the Ring presented the
continuity and the cherishing of the Croatian cul-
tural, historical and military heritage.

el
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Na Celu povijesnog podpostroja bio je invalid Domovinskog rata sa stijegom HVIDRA-e,
potom invalidi i veterani Domovinskog rata s drZavnim stijegom, zatim pricuve svih grana
0S-a. U povijesnom su podpostroju, predstavljajuci dio kontinuiteta te njegovanja hrvat-
ske kulture, nacionalne svijesti i obrane, bili predstavnici vojnih povijesnih postrojbi: Sinjski
alkari, Bokeljska mornarica 809, Poljicka republika, Turopoljski banderij, ViteSko udruZenje
Kumpanjija — Blato, Povijesna straZa grada Siska, Trenkovi panduri iz PoZege, Korculanski
moreskanti, Karlovacka gradanska garda, VaraZdinska gradanska garda, istarska postrojba
Prstenac, osjecki Hrvatski sokol, Krapinski llirci i Trka na prstenac iz Barbana.®

Uslijedio je postroj Skolstva i obuke u kojem je, uz njegovo Zapovjednistvo, prodefilirao i
prvi narastaj vojnih pilota Hrvatskog ratnog zrakoplovstva, ¢asnicki i docasnicki podpo-
stroj te podpostroj Policijske akademije, dok su ih istodobno nadlijetali vjeZbovni zrako-
plovi UTVA-75, Skolski helikopteri Bell-206B te zrakoplovi Pilatus PC-9. U postroju rocnog
sastava predstavljeni su podpostroji temeljne, specijalisticke i zavrsne izobrazbe, a zatim
je uslijedilo predstavljanje Operativnog zdruZenog zapovjednistva, podpostroja osiguranja,
logistike i saniteta, izvidnicko-diverzantskog postroja i zapovjedne skupine koja se temelji
na novoj doktrini OSRH koja omogucuje prostorno-vremensku ujedinjenost borbe.?

FOTO: DAVOR KIRIN

Marching behind them were the Education and Training Column, comprising the Command
and the first generation of military pilots of the Croatian Air Force, the officer and NCO
columns and the Police Academy subcolumn, accompanied by a flypast of the UTVA-75, the
Bell-206B and Pilatus PC-9 training aircraft. The Conscript Column comprised the Basic,
Specialist and Advanced Columns respectively, and was followed by the Operative Joint
Command, the Security, the Logistic and Medical Subcolumns, Recon-and-Commando Col-
umn and the Commanding Group, adopting the new doctrine of the Croatian Armed Forces
highlighting the spatial and temporal aspects of combat unity.

The Parade programme featured an amphibious landing and airborne assault exercise
around the Jarun lake; opened by the landing of the Navy commandos on the shores of the
Island of Tre3njevka (TreSnjevacki otok) and the Universiade Lake (Otok Univerzijade), cov-
ered by the preparatory fire from the Mi-24Vs, followed by a landing of Navy special force,
of the River Division and the Croatian Guards Division from the Mi-8 helicopters. The action
was completed successfully within the set period and terminated with the hoisting of the
Croatian flag on the seized object (the bridge between the two in-lake islets).

8) Rado3evi¢, Gordan; Miladin, Neven: Mimohod pobjednika, Velebit, br. 106, 31. svibnja 1997, str. 16. - 21.
9) Pavici¢, Marijan: Drugi mimohod OSRH - Pobjednicki bedem, “Hrvatski vojnik”, br. 25, srpanj 1997., str. 6. — 9.
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Nakon toga na Jarunu je izvedena vjezba pomor-
sko-zratnog desanta. U prvoj su se fazi pomorski
diverzanti ronioci, uz potporu paljbene pripreme
HRZ-ovih borbenih helikoptera Mi-24V, iskrcali na
obale Tre3njevackog otoka i Otoka Univerzijade, a
zatim je iz transportnih helikoptera Mi-8 iskrcano
mornari¢ko-desantno pjesastvo te pripadnici Rijec-
nog i Gardijskog zdruga. U predvidenom vremenu,
unutar tri i pol minute, akcija je uspjesno zavrsena
postavljanjem hrvatske zastave na zauzeti objekt —
most koji povezuje ta dva otoka.

Borbena gardijska skupina — Gardijska motorizirana bojna, predstavila se trima bor-
benim satnijama, bitnicom minobacaca i POLK-om te podpostrojem inZenjeraca,
izvidnika, diverzanata i padobranaca, TRD-om, divizijunom PZO-a, protuoklopnim ra-
ketnim divizijunom, podpostrojem logistike borbene skupine i oklopnistvom borbene
skupine u kojem su bili tenkovi hrvatske proizvodnje M-84 i oklopna borbena vozila,
dok je istodobno nebom preletjelo osam helikoptera Mi-8. Sljede¢a, borbena sku-
pina pricuve, bila je ustrojena od pjeSacke bojne, podpostroja inZenjeraca, izvidnika
i diverzanata, TRD-a, divizijuna PZ0O-a, protuoklopnog topnicko-raketnog divizijuna,
podpostroja logistike borbene skupine i oklopnistva. Zadnji je postroj €inila borbe-
na skupina paljbenog udara sastavljena od topniStva 130 mm, haubica 155 mm,
samohodnih raketnih sustava Tajfun, Vulkan, Orkan te samohodnog protubrodskog
sustava MOL naoruZanog 3vedskim raketama RBS-15.

Tijekom mimohoda na Jarunu gledatelji su na
dvama zaslonima mogli promatrati udaljena do-
gadanja. Tako je u Brackom kanalu Flota HRM-a
sastavljena za potrebe mimohoda na celu poca-
snog postroja imala raketnu topovnjacu “Kralj Pe-
tar Kregimir V" (RTOP-11) i “Sibenik” (RTOP-21) te
desantne brodove minopolagace “Cetina” (DBM-81)
i “Krka” (DBM-82), kao i desantna napadna plovi-
la DJC-101 i DJC-103, ophodne brodove “Solta”
(PB-62) i “Hrvatska Kostajnica” (PB-64) te podmor-
nicu “Velebit” (P-01). Gledatelji su na videozidu mo-
gli vidjeti i pogotke paljbene skupine Slunj koja je,
snimana iz zraka bespilotnom letjelicom domace
proizvodnje, na slunjskom poligonu provodila gada-

nje Cetirima paljbenim bitnicama. Tog je dana na
Jarunu odrzana i izlozba naoruzanja i opreme Oru-
Zanih snaga RH koja je bila tematski podijeljena na
pet cjelina i predstavljala je njihove razvojne faze.
Na Pobjednickom bedemu sudjelovale su oko tri ti-
suce pripadnika svih triju grana OSRH. Ulogu, vaz-
nost i poruku koju je mimohod poslao svijetu sa-
Zeo je predsjednik Tudman: “Mislim da zajedno sa
mnom svaki hrvatski gradanin moZe biti ponosan
na pripadnike svoje vojske, na svoju oruzanu silu
u cjelini, i na svoju domovinu koja je to stvorila u
tako kratkom roku, u veoma nepovoljnim okolnosti-
ma. Mislim da mimohod.jamci_sigurnost hrvatske
buducnosti, slobode, hrvatske demokracije.”*® Pred-
sjednik-Vlade=RHZlatko Mate3a naglasio je: “Prije
svega treba re¢i da stvoriti vojsku, takvu vojsku,
vojsku koja odgovara svim standardima NATO-a u
samo sedam godina je nevjerojatan uspjeh. Osje-
¢am se ponosnim, kao i svatko tko je bio sudioni-
kom tog mimohoda, tko je vidio kojim to sredstvima
i prije svega kakvim to ljudima raspolaze Hrvatska i
Hrvatska vojska.”!

TRECI VOJNI MIMOHOD -
4. KOLOVOZA 2015.

Odrzan 4. kolovoza 2015, tredi je vojni mimohod
OSRH na najbolji nacin obiljeZio 20. obljetnicu velike
vojno-redarstvene operacije i velike pobjede — Oluje.
Nakon 3to je predsjednica Republike i vrhovna za-
povjednica OSRH Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovi¢ u pratnji
ministra obrane Ante Kotromanovica i nacelnika GS
OSRH generala zbora Drage Lovri¢ca obisla i po-
zdravila sve€ane postroje, iznad pozornice zavijoril@,f"
se dvadesetometarska hrvatska zastava koju-su-na
sve¢anost donijeli kadeti OSRH, a koja je na dan
veli€anstvene pobjede 1995. godine podignuta na
Kninskoj tvrdavi.

10) Radosevi¢, Gordan; Miladin, Neven: Mimohod pobjednika, Velebit, br. 106, 31. svibnja 1997., str. 20.

11) Isto.
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The Parade featured the display of three combat
companies of the Guards Motorised Battalion, a
mortar and portable anti-armour launcher set bat-
tery, a subcolumn of engineers, scouts, commando
and paratroopers, an artillery and missile battery,
an air defence batery, an anti-tank missile battery;
a combat group logistic and arnour sub-column,
equipped with the Croatia-made M-84 tanks and
armoured combat vehicles. Meanwhile, eight Mi-8
helicopters performed a flypast. The following was a
reserve combat group composed of an infantry pla-
toon, an engineer sub-column, a recon subcolumn
and special forces column,.an artillery and missile
battalion colémn, an air defence battalion column, a
logistic sub-column and an artillery column.

The last column was the Artillery Combat Group
composed of the 130-mm guns, the 155-mm How-
itzers, the self-propelled MRLS (“Tajfun®, “Vulkan®,
“Orkan”) and the self-propelled MOL anti-ship sys-
tem fitted with the RBS-15 missiles.

Two large screens displayedtwo events going on si-
multaneously with the Parade at Jarun — the honor-
ary column of the Cr Atian Navy fleet in the Bra¢
Channel, headed by--"' e “Kralj Petar KreSimir IV* and
the “Sibenik” M"éile Boats, and composed of the
“Cetina“ and/“Krka“ landing craft-minelayers; the
landing assault vessels DJC-101 and DJC-103, the
Solta and “Hrvatska Kostajnica“ patrol boats and the
“Velebit” submarine (P-01), and the targeting by the
Fire Impact Group Slunj (composed of four fire bat-
teries) in the training range near Slunj, filmed aerially

by a Croatia-made unmanned aerial vehicle. A static .‘/.;;»‘/'”‘:/
display staged at the lake, divided into five catego#”

ries, illustrated the growth of the Croatian milit@py"‘f

The 1997 Croatian Army Parade engaged a‘,;ﬁ"‘fal of
3,000-members-of-the three-senvices-ofthe Croa-
tian Armed Forces. The importance and the mes-
sage conveyed by the Parade is best described in
the Croatian President’s statement for the Velebit
Magazine: “| believe that the Croatian citizens right-
fully share my pride over the Croatian Armed Forces
and their members and over our homeland which
built them in such a short time span and under pre-
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carious circumstances. The Parade is a guarantee
of a safe future, freedom and democracy of Cro-
atia“. The Croatian Prime Minister Zlatko Mate3a
emphasised: “To have the national military, capable
of operating by NATO standards, established within
a seven-year time span is a tremendous achieve-
ment of which | am proud, as are the Parade par-
ticipants and the audience on seeing the personnel
and the assets displayed by the Croatian Armed
Forces today”.

3% MILITARY PARADE -
4 AUGUST 2015

The third parade of the Croatian Armed Forces,
held in Zagreb on 4 August 2015 duly marked the
20th Anniversary of the magnificient and victorious
Military and Police Operation Storm. Following the
review of the participating columns by the Presi-
dent of the Republic as Supreme Commander of
the Croatian Armed Force, Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovic,
accompanied by the Defence Minister, Ante
Kotromanovi¢ and the Chief of the General Staff of
the Croatian Armed Forces, General Drago Lovri¢,
and the performance of the Croatian national an-
them a 20-m national flag flew above the stage -
the very one hoisted on the day of the magnificient
victory in the Operation Storm in the Knin Fortress
in 1995 and brought to Zagreb by the cadets of the
Croatian Armed Forces.

The order issued by the President of the Republic
as the Supreme Commander of the Croatian Armed
Force to commence the Parade was followed by a
honorary volley salute and a flypast of three MiG-21
fighter aircraft.

The Parade commenced with the marchpast of the
Command Column with the Parade Commander,
Rear Admiral Robert Hranj, followed by the official
flag column, featuring for the first time the flags of
the NATO and the EU. The Parade moved along the
avenues in the wider centre of Zagreb (Vukovarska,
DrZi¢eva and Savska cesta).

e’/




VOJNI MILITARY
MIMOHODI PARADES

30 GODINA ORUZANIH SNAGA REPUBLIKE HRVATSKE 30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES




Aay gkl

_.m ﬂf- LAY
LA L L A B B B

Ea )
’“ = e s
) . B :

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

il |

U Zagrebu je 4. kolovoza 2015. odrzan
tre¢i vojni mimohod OSRH

The 3rd Militafy Pa.rade was held in
Zagreb on 4 August 2015

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT
FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT



Nakon $to je Predsjednica Republike izdala zapovijed za pocetak mimohoda ¢iji je zapo-
vjednik bio kontraadmiral Robert Hranj, ispaljeni su po€asni plotuni, a nebom su preletjela
tri borbena aviona MiG-21.

Svecani je mimohod zapoceo postrojem ZapovjedniStva mimohoda, a zatim je slijedio
postroj zastava u kojem su se, uz zastave Republike Hrvatske, MORH-a, MUP-a RH, Glav-
nog stoZera OSRH, postrojbi iz Domovinskog rata i drugih, prvi put u povijesti na mimo-
hodu OSRH vijorile i zastave Europske unije te NATO saveza. Mimohod se kretao Ulicom
grada Vukovara, od DrZi¢eve do Savske, a kad je ispred sredidnje loZe postavljene pored
Koncertne dvorane Vatroslava Lisinskog prolazio postroj hrvatskih branitelja, oglasilo se
Sest brdskih topova M1-4/50 76 mm ispaljujuci 20 plotuna koji su simbolizirali dvadeset
godina od Oluje. Slijedio je postroj povijesnih postrojbi u kojem je 249 pripadnika s 49
konja predstavilo 25 povijesnih postrojbi. Prvi medu pjesackim postrojima bio je postroj
kadeta, zatim je pro3ao postroj zastava partnerskih zemalja, a nakon njih koracali su
redom Tigrovi, Gromovi, Kune, Pauci, Sokolovi, Pume, Vukovi, pripadnici Zapovjednistva
specijalnih snaga, Hrvatske ratne mornarice, Hrvatskog ratnog zrakoplovstva i protuzrac-
ne obrane te pje3acki postroj Vojne policije.*?

At the moment the Croatian Defenders Column marched past the VIP stand in front of
the Vatroslav Lisinski Concert Hall, six M1-4/50 76-mm guns fired a 20-volley salute
symbolising 20th Anniversary of the Military and Police Operation “Storm“VRO Oluja,
followed by the Historical Units Column, illustrating 25 units with 249 members and 49
horses. The marching columns were led by the Cadet Column, followed by the Partner
Countries Flags Column and by the Columns composed of the Battalions of the Croa-
tian Army (Tigrovi, Gromovi, Kune, Pauci, Sokolovi, Pume, Vukovi), of the Special Forces
Command, the Croatian Navy, the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence and the marching
Military Police Column. The flying programme featured the air forces of the Croatian Air
Force and Air Defence and of the Ministry of the Interior. It was opened by a flypast of
three Bell 206B Jet Ranger Ill helicopters, followed by the flypasts of the Zlin 242 L air-
craft, the Mi-171Sh helicopters, the Air Tractor AT-802 and Canadair CL-415 firefighter
aircraft respectively, while the Ministry of the Interior displayed three helicopters of the
Aviation Unit of the Special Police Command.

12) https://www.hrvatski-vojnik.hr/godina-2015-menu/item/978-20-obljetnica-vro-oluja-zagreb.html (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)
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Posebnu pozornost privlacio je postroj
} .___’_,.-— ZapovjedniStva specijalnih snaga

. The column of the Special Forces Command
' was among the main eye-catchers
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U letatkom su dijelu programa osim zracnih snaga
HRZ-a i PZO-a sudjelovale i zra¢ne snage MUP-a. Pro-
gram je zapocCeo preletom triju helikoptera Bell-206B
Jet Ranger IlI, nakon ¢ega su uslijedili i preleti Skolskih
aviona ZLIN 242 L, helikoptera Mi-171Sh, protupo-
Zarnih aviona Air Tractor AT-802 i Canadair CL-415.
Zracne snage MUP-a predstavile su se trima helikop-
terima iz sastava Zrakoplovne jedinice Zapovjednistva
Specijalne policije. Posebna je zanimljivost tog dijela
bio nastup Akrabatske grupe “Krila Oluje” na avionima
Pilatus PCOM koja je tad obiljeZavala desetu obljetni-
cu djelovanja. Letacki je program zavrsio zdruZenom
taktickom.vjezbom pripadnika ZapovjedniStva speci-
jalnih snaga i posada helikoptera Mi-8MTV-1 HRZ-a i
PZO=au kojoj su pripadnici ZSS-a demonstrirali tehni-
ku spustanja niz konop te prikazali izvlacenje ljudstva
tehnikom “grozd”.

Motorizirano-mehanizirano-oklopni postroj OSRH predstavio je visenamjenska oklo-
pna vozila Patria, motorna vozila HMMWV, borbena oklopna vozila POLO M-83, borbg*
na vozila M-ATV, mobilne obalne lansere, teretna motorna vozila lveco Eurocargo ML
140E2 4W, terensko vozilo s robotom za razminiranje tEODor, oklopna vozila MRAR
tenkove M84, a posebno su zanimanje privukle dvije samohodne haubice PzH 2000
155 mm. Predstavljen je postroj ZapovjedniStva specijalnih snaga, postroji Gardijske
motorizirane brigade, Vojne policije, vojnoobavjestajni postroj, postroj protuzracne
obrane te nuklearno-biolosko-kemijske obrane, inZenjerijski, logisticki i postroj veze,
postroj topnistva te oklopno-mehanizirani postroj Gardijske oklopno-mehanizirane bri-
gade. Uz predstavljanje postroja Hrvatske ratne mornarice, na videozidu se mogao
vidjeti plovni postroj HRM-a koji je iz Brackog kanala uputio mornaricki pozdrav.

U tom je dijelu mimohoda sudjelovao i postroj
MUP-a te postroj vatrogasnih motoriziranih snaga
i motoriziranih snaga DUZS-a. Vojni mimohoc;lzévr—
gio je preletom 3est aviona MiG-21. Sto je’znacio i
koju je poruku odaslao tre¢i mimohod @SRH, saze-
la-je-t-svojoj=izjavi predsjednica-Reptiblike Kolinda
Grabar-Kitarovi¢: “Danasnji mimohod bio je mimo-
hod mira, a ne rata, budu¢nosti, a ne proslosti, mi-
mohod dostojanstva kojim smo pokazali da cijeni-
mo i volimo svoje, ali i postujemo tude.”*3
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An eye catcher of the flying programme was the
performance by the Croatan Air Force and Air De-
fence Aerobatic Group “Wings of Storm” flying the
Pilatus PCOM aircraft, celebrating their own 10th
anniversary. The programme was concluded by a
joint tactical exercise of the members of the Special
Forces Command and of the Croatian Air Force and
Air Defence’s Mi-8 MTV-1 crews, demonstrating the
rappeling technique and the exfiltration technique
known as “stick/(chalk)".

The motorised, mechanised and armoured column
of the Croatian Armed Forces showcased the Patria
utility armoured vehicle, the HMMWVs (High mobility,
multi-purpose wheeléd vehicle), the POLO M-83 and
M-ATV combat vehicles, mobile coast launchers, the
lveco Eurocargo ML 140E2 4W, the trucks with the tE-
ODor robot, the MRAP vehicles, the M84 tanks and a
special asset — two self-propelled 155-mm PzH 2000
Howitzers. The displaying columns presented a cross-
cut of the Croatian Armed Forces: the Special Forces
Command, the columns of the Quérds Motorised
Brigade, the Military Police, thesmilitary intelligence
column, the air defence col_urﬁn, the NBC defence
column, the engineer, logistfc and signal columns; the
artillery column, the asmoured-mechanised column
of the Guards Armelired Mechanised Brigade. The
presentation of the Croatian Navy Column was syn-
chronised with the videostreamed salute by the Naval
Column from the Bra¢ Channel. The motorised and
mechanised columns of the Croatian Armed Forces
were joined by the motorised column of the Ministry
of the Interior, of the Firefighter Column and of the
National Rescue and Protection Directorate. The Pa-
rade was closed with a flypast of six MiGs-21. The im-
portance and the message of the third Parade of the””
Croatian Armed-Forceswere summed-up-by-the-Rres|-
dent’s statement” This has been a Parade of peace
and future and not a Parade of war and the past: it
has been a Parade of dignity in which we have shown
to cherish ours and to respect the ways of others.”

13) https://www.hrvatski-vojnik.hr/godina-2015-menu/item/978-20-obljetnica-vro-oluja-zagreb.html (Pregledano 23. travnja 2021.)
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Na tre¢em vojnom
mimohodu OSRH bilo je
gotovo 3000 sudionika

The 3rd Military Parade
engaged nearly 3,000
participants
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Cinjenica da su OruZane snage Republike Hrvatske
stvarane u posebnim uvjetima, istodobno s usposta-
vom moderne hrvatske drZave i u ratnim okolnostima,
uvelike je utjecala na njihovu opremljenost naoru-
Zanjem i vojnom opremom (NVO). Nedugo nakon
odrZavanja prvih viSestranackih izbora u tadasnjoj
Socijalistickoj Republici Hrvatskoj u proljece 1990,
JNA je pocela i ubrzo zavrsila otprije planiran postupak
razoruZavanja republi¢ke Teritorijalne obrane. Nakon
3to je Domovinski rat poceo, Ujedinjeni narodi donijeli
su25. rujna 1991. godine Rezoluciju 713 s odlukom o
embargu na uvoz svih vrsta naoruzanja i vojne opreme
u Jugoslaviju.! Hrvatska vojska i policija zbog toga su
se tijekom rata opremale na vise nacina.

Prvi je podrazumijevao ponajprije sredstva koja su preuzeta zauzimanjem vojarni i
objekata JNA. Najpoznatiji je slu¢aj zarobljavanja Varazdinskog korpusa JNA zajed-
no sa 176 oklopnih prijevoZnjaka, 157 tenkova T-55, 24 minobacac¢a 120 mm, 24
minobacaca 82 mm, 18 samohodnih topova 90 mm, 19 haubica 122 mm, devet
haubica 152 mm Nora, 12 haubica 155 mm, 13 viSecijevnih lansera raketa 128 mm
te drugog oruZja i razli¢ite vojne opreme.2 S druge strane, pilot JNA Danijel Borovi¢
svojim je preletom 4. veljace 1992. iz Biha¢a u Pulu Hrvatskoj na raspolaganje stavio
prvi nadzvucni borbeni avion MiG-21bis.® Raketna topovnjaca Kralj Petar KreSimir
IV. bila je 1991. u izgradnji u brodogradilistu Kraljevica, porinuta je 21. oZujka 1992.
i dovrSena za Hrvatsku ratnu mornaricu.*

Oslonac za drugi nacin opremanja bile su domace
tvrtke. Neke su vec¢ bile etablirane namjenske tvrtke,
neke su proizvodnju prilagodile ratnim okolnostima i
razvile namjensku proizvodnju, a neke su utemeljene
u Domovinskom ratu. Naoruzavanju su pridonijeli i
mnogi entuzijasti pa su u samim pocecima rata bili
uvelike zastupljeni i neki improvizirani sustavi nastali

1) https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/126827 (Pregledano 22. sije¢nja 2021.)

2) Marijan, Davor: Jugoslavenska narodna armija u ratu protiv Republike
Hrvatske, Ministarstvo obrane Republike Hrvatske, OruZane snage Republike
Hrvatske, HVU “Petar Zrinski”, Zagreb, 2008., str. 119.

3) Milos, Branko: Sigurno nebo, Velebit, br. 141, 30. sije¢nja 1998, str. 16.

4) Jane’s Fighting Ships 1995-1996, str. 151.

5) Barbali¢, Dario: Mimohod vlastitih postignuca, Velebit, br. 3, 9. lipnja 1995., str. 9.

6) https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/190969 (Pregledano 22. sije¢nja 2021.)

7) Matica Stojan, Kristina: Za hrvatsku drZzavu, Velebit, br. 41, 1. oZujka 1996., str. 3.

8) Bari¢, Robert: Pogled u budu¢nost, Velebit, br. 64, 9. kolovoza 1996., str. 10.

9) (N. N.) Zrakoplovstvo ukorak sa svijetom, Velebit, br. 72, 4. listopada 1996., str. 10.
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u malim pogonima ili privatnim radionicama. Veliku
su ulogu u formiranju obrambene industrije imali i
remontni zavodi, koji su proSirili dotadasnji djelokrug
rada. Mimohod Hrvatske vojske 30. svibnja 1995,
uoci operacije Oluja, pokazao je neke vrlo zanimljive
oruZne sustave hrvatske proizvodnje, primjerice tenk
M-84A, samohodni protuzrakoplovni sustav STRIJELA
10-CRO i domacu inacicu haubice D-30 od 122 mm,®
koji su kasnije uporabljeni u oslobodilackim operaci-
jama. Domace su tvrtke za potrebe HV-a proizvele i
isporucile znatne koli¢ine topnickog streljiva, posebno
raketa 128 mm za viSecijevne lansere raketa RAK-12 i
RAK-24 i minobacackih. mina kalibra 60, 82 i 120 mm.
Opremanje i modernizacija kakve poznajemo danas
postali=su=moguéi~kad je UN-ov embargo stavljen
izvan primjene Rezolucijom 1021 donesenom 22.
studenog 1995.f dan nakon 3to je u Daytonu poceo
Opdi okvirni sporazum za mir u Bosni i Hercegovini.
Tomu je prethodio ugovor iz listopada 1995. koji su
potpisali MORH i americka tvrtka Military Professi-
onal Resources Inc. (MPRI) o suradnji na projektu
strateSkog planiranja, tzv. Long Range Management
Program. Medu ostalim, taj je ugovor predvidao i stav-
ke vezane uz modernizaciju i opremanje tadasnjeg
HV-a u skladu s teznjama RH za ulaskom u NATO.?
Prvo opremanje “zapadnim” vojnim sustavom u mir-
nodopskom razdoblju odnosilo se na tri nova skolska
zrakoplova Pilatus PC-9 za Hrvatsko ratno zrakoplov-
stvo. Letjelice Svicarske praizvodnje predstavljene su
5. kolovoza 1996. u Zadru, uz opasku da je nabava
pocetak prelaska HRZ-a na zapadnu tehnologiju i
stoga je strateski vaZna za razvoj grane.® Krajem rujna
te godine potpisan je ugovor o nabavi jos 17 Pilatusa.®
Prva velika nabava sustava izvan Europe stigla je vrlo
brzo. U Washingtonu je 30. listopada potpisan ugovop
izmedu MORH-a i turtke Bell Helicopter Textron Inc.
o kupnji deset helikoptera Bell 206B-3 Jet Ranger
vrijedan 15 milijuna dolara. Namjena helikoptera bila
je izobrazba pilota HRZ-a. Tada3nji ministar obrane
RH Gojko Sugak nazotio je potpisivanju i tom prilikom
napomenuo da “(..) sada imamo isto¢no oruzje, a
ukoliko nam proracun dopusti, nadamo se da ¢emo
se do 2005. godine modi postupno prebaciti s istoc-
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The fact that the Croatian Armed Forces were es-
tablished in extraordinary circumstances - in war
and concurrently with the emergence of the modern
state of Croatia - had repercussions on the equip-
ment process. Shortly after the first multi-party
elections in then Sacialist Republic of Croatia in the
spring of 1990, the JNA began and soon completed
the previously planned disarming of the Territorial
Defence of Croatia. After the Homeland War broke
out, on 25 September 25, 1991, the United Nations
Security Council adopted the Resolution 713 impos-
ing general and complete embargo on all deliveries
of weapons and_military equipment to Yugoslavia.

MODERNISATION AND EQUIPMENT OF
THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES AND
CROATIAN DEFENCE INDUSTRY

The parade of the Croatian Army held on 30 May
1995 ahead of the Operation “Storm” displayed in-
teresting weapon systems made in Croatia (such
as the M-84A tank, the self-propelled air defence
system STRIJELA 10-CRO and the domestic ver-
sion of the D-30 122-mm howitzer, later used in
the liberating operations. The domestic firms pro-
duced and delivered significant quantities of the ar-
tillery munitions for the needs of the Croatian Army,
in particular the 128-mm rockets for MRLS
RAK-12 and RAK-24 and 60-mm, the 82-mm and the
120-mm mortars.

In such constellation the Croatian military and po-
lice found other equipping solutions.

The first equipment contingent comprised the weap-
ons seized along with the JNA barracks and installa-
tions. The best known episode was the blockade of
the garrison of the Varazdin Corps of the JNA which

Today’s condition of equipment and modernisation were enabled by the UN Resolu-
tion 1021 adopted on 22 November 1995 ending the arms embargo - the day af-
ter the General Framework Peace Agreement in Bosnia and Herzegovina had been
concluded at Dayton. It was preceded by the Long Range Management Program
signed between the Ministry of Defence and the U.S. company Military Professional
Resources Inc. (MPRI) on co-operation in strategic planning, which entailed mod-

stored 176 armoured personnel carriers, 157 T-55
tanks, 24 120-mm mortars,_.:’4 82-mm mortars, 18
90-mm self-propelled guds, 19 122-mm howitzers,
nine 152-mm howitze S, 12 155-mm howitzers, 13
128-mm multiple retket launchers and other weap-
ons and varioug.-"' ilitary equipment.

wpilot in JNA Danijel Borovi¢ procured
the first MiG-21 fighter aircraft flying over from
the Biha¢ airport to Pula on 4 February 1992. The
“Petar KreSimir” missile boat was built in the Kralje-
vica Shipyard in 1991 and launched on 21 March
1992 for the Croatian Navy. The other equipping so-

lution was reliance on the domestic industry. Some
firms were already established as specialised indus#”

try, while others adapted to the wartime needs}ﬁﬁd
developed the specialised equipment. Sony""?ﬁrms
were-founded-during the Homeland-Wafw—s"

There were also numerous enthusiasts, who in the
early days of the Homeland War contributed with
improvised weapon systems built in small plants or
private workshops.

An important contribution to the development of
the defence industry was from maintenance de-
pots, which expanded their business range.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

ernisation and equipment of the Croatian Army, consistent with Croatia’s aspira-

tions to join NATO.

The first procurement of military systems of the
western origin in peacetime pertained to three
new Pilatus training aircraft for the Croatian Air
Force. The Swiss-made aircraft were displayed in
the Zemunik Air Base near Zadar in 1996, with a
remark that the deal inaugurated the transition to
the western technology and was of strategic im-
portance for the development of the service. In late
September 1996 a contract was signed for the ac-
quisition of 17 more Pilatus aircraft. The first ma-
jor procurement of the system from outside Europe
came soon. An agreement signed in Washington on
30 October 1996 between the Croatian Ministry of
Defence and the Bell Helicopter Textron Inc. stipu-
lated the purchase of ten Bell 206B-3 Jet Ranger
helicopters worth USD 15 million. The helicopter
was procured for the training of the Croatian Air
Force’s pilots. Then Defence Minister of the Repub-
lic of Croatia, Gojko Su3ak, attended the contract
signing and stated that “the Croatian Armed Forces
are presently equipped with the weapons of eastern
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nog na zapadno naoruZanje.”® Prvi su helikopteri sluZbeno preuzeti 11. travnja 1997.1' S
americkom je tvrtkom Metric System Corporation ugovorena 17. prosinca 1998. i nabava
radarskih sustava za civilno-vojne namjene Enhanced Peregrine, i to Cetiriju radara za
nadzor morske povrsine i zratnog prostora na malim i srednjim visinama (projekt MORE).
Tijekom 1999. nabavljeno je i pet radara FPS-117(E)1T americke tvrtke Lockheed Martin
u sklopu projekta NEBO 2001 za motrenje zracnog prostora.*?

U drugoj je polovini devedesetih nastavljeno i opremanje vecim sustavima iz proizvodnih
pogona domacih tvrtki. Medu zapaZenijima je ugovor od 23. travnja 1999. kojim je MORH
za potrebe OSRH od tvornice Buro Dakovi¢ Specijalna vozila d. d. narucio 20 tenkova
M-84A4. Taj je dogadaj, primjerice, bio oznacen kao projekt od obostrane koristi za
OruZane snage i za hrvatsku obrambenu industriju.’® Svojevrstan je novitet, tj. poCetak
informatizacije obuke OSRH, bilo Simulacijsko srediSte koje je poCelo raditi 26. studenog
1999, a do danas se kontinuirano oprema americkim racunalnim simulacijskim sustavima
Janus, Spectrum, JCATS i VBS2.14

Pocetak novog tisucljeca nije bio obiljeZen brojnim ve¢im projektima opremanja i moder-
nizacije: fokus je bio na preustroju i smanjenju broja osoblja MORH-a i OSRH. Ipak, poceo

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

origin, and if financially feasible, we hope that by 2005 we will be able to gradually tran-
sition to the western-made weapons’. The first helicopters were officially delivered on
17 April 1997. The procurement of the Enhanced Peregrine military radar systems was
negotiated with the U.S.'s Metric System Corporation on 17 December 1998, for pro-
curement of four radars for sea surface and airspace surveillance of small and medium
range (the SEA project). During 1999 five FPS-117 (E) 1T radars from the U.S. company
Lockheed Martin were procured within the NEBO 2001 airspace monitoring project.
The Croatian firefighter aircraft fleet received significant modernisation with the pro-
curement from the Canadian Bombardier Aerospace.

The second half of the 1990s saw continued equipping with larger systems from the
domestic production capacities. One of the best known deals was the contract concluded
between the Ministry of Defence and Buro Dakovi¢ Special Vehicles on 23 April 1999 for
the needs of the Croatian Armed Forces. It was highlighted as a project of mutual ben-

10) RedZepovi¢, Goran: Sve blize NATO ¢lanstvu, Velebit, br. 77, 8. studenoga 1996., str. 12.

11) Miladin, Neven: Za pilote 21. stoljeca, Velebit, br. 100, 18. travnja 1997., str. 5.

12) Alvir, Marija: Za €isto more i sigurno nebo, Obrana, br. 61, 19. listopada 2001., str. 11.

13) Alvir, Marija: Spasonosno rjeSenje za tvornicu, idealno za vojsku, Obrana, br. 50/51, 10. kolovoza 2001., str. 10.
14) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Posebno mjesto i zna¢aj u obuci OSRH, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 462, 5. prosinca 2014, str. 12. - 13.
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se naglasavati problem tehnolo3ke zastarjelosti u
odnosu na NATO-ove standarde i potreba za pove-
¢anjem ulaganja u modernizaciju. Vazan je datum za
HRZ i PZO bio 29. listopada 2002, kad je tadasnjoj
Zrakoplovnoj bazi “Pula” isporucen trenaZer leta FTD
TL-21 namijenjen stru¢no-letackoj obuci pilota na
avionima MiG-21 koji su zajednicki razvili MORH i
domaca tvrtka Soko.'®

Flota hrvatskih protupozarnih aviona 31. sije€nja 2003. znatno je modernizirana.
Potpisan je ugovor s kanadskom tvrtkom Bombardier Aerospace u skladu s kojim su
dva aviona tipa CL-215 vracena proizvodacu, a kupljen je novi Canadair CL-415.1¢ Te
je godine proveden i generalni remont aviona MiG-21_u Rumunjskoj te je obavljena
i dogradnja unutarnje avionike. Modernizaciju je u tom razdoblju proslo i prvih Sest
transportnih helikeptera=Mi=8=uZrakeplovnom tehnitkom zavodu u Velikoj Gorici, u
skladu s ugovorom s ukrajinskom tvrtkom Odessa Aircraft Plant. Do 2005. moderni-
zirano je 16 takvih letjelica.'” Na red za remont i modernizaciju, i to u Ukrajini, dosli
su i transportni avioni AN-32B. Dva su tijekom ljeta 2005. pocela intenzivno letenje,
a druga je faza modernizacije zavrSena u prvom polugodistu 2007. godine.’®

Sto se tice Hrvatske kopnene vojske, intenzivnija je
modernizacija nastavljena u smjeru simulacijskih su-
stava. U svibnju 2004. na poligonu “Eugen Kvaternik®
kod Slunja prikazan je obucni sustav MILES 2000
baziran naTaserima,’®kaji je zahvaljujuci americkoj
donaciji primilo Srediste za borbenu obuku (SBO).
Ono ga'i danas koristi, kao sustav koji se modernizira,
kao temeljno sredstvo potpore u obuci hrvatskih i
partnerskih postrojbi na poligonu.2® U prosincu 2004.
kupljeno je 39 kamiona talijanske tvrtke IVECO.2!
Uskoro su se pocele pojavljivati jasne konture vjero-
jatno najpoznatijeg projekta opremanja i moderniza-
cije u povijesti OSRH: nabave borbenih oklopnih,vdzila
(BOV). Vlada Republike Hrvatske utvrdilae 2005.
postojanje posebnog interesa za izuze¢e8d primjene

MODERNISATION AND EQUIPMENT OF
THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES AND
CROATIAN DEFENCE INDUSTRY

efit for the Croaitan Armed Forces and the Croatian
defence industry.

A novelty in the early computerisation of the train-
ing of the Croatian Armed Forces was the Simula-
tion Centre, which began operating on 26 Novem-
ber 1999, and has been equipped with the U. S.
- made Janus, Spectrum, JCATS and VBS2 simula-
tion systems.

The early 2000s did not see any major equipment
and modernisation projects: the focus was on the
reorganisation and downsizing in the Ministry of
Defence and of the Croatian Armed Forces. The
problem of obsolete eguipment compared to NATO
standards and thesheed for increased investment
into modernisation were brought to light.

An important date for the Croatian Air Force and
Air Defence was 29 October 2002, when the FTD
TL-21 flight simulator was delivered to the Pula Air
Base for flight training of pilots on MiG-21 aircraft,
which was a joint project of the Minisgry of Defence
and the domestic \company Soko.fOn 31 January
2003, the fleet of Croatian firefighting aircraft was
significantly modernized. A/Contract was signed
with the Canadian company Bombardier Aerospace
regulating the return of two CL-215 aircraft to the
manufacturer and ghe acquisition of a new Cana-
dair CL-415 aircraft. In 2003 the MiG-21 aircraft
were overhauled in Romania and the aircraft avion-
ics was upgraded. Furthermore, the first six trans-
port Mi-8 helicopters underwent modernisation in
the Aeronautical Technical Centre in Velika Gorica,
pursuant to the contract concluded with the Ukrain-
ian Odessa Aircraft Plant. By 2005 16 more helicop-
ters were modernised too. Two AN-32 B transport
aircraft were modernised too and in summer 2005

15) Gali¢, Mario: Ukorak sa svjetskim dostignu¢ima, Obrana, br. 116, 8. studenoga 2002., str. 13.

16) Neven Miladin: Cetvrti CL-415 u Hrvatskoj, Obrana, br. 133, 7. oZujka 2003., str. 15.

17) Godisnje izvjeS¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske, MORH, Zagreb, prosinac

2005, str. 41.

18) Godisnje izvjes¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske, s izvjeS¢em o stanju obram-

benih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj, MORH, Zagreb, oZujak 2008.

19) Alvir, Marija: Revolucionarni iskorak u obuci hrvatskog vojnika, Obrana, br. 195, 14. svibnja 2004, str. 4. -6.
20) Butorac, Martina: Pobolj3ali smo uvjete Zivota i rada te gotovo sve objekte na poligonu renovirali..., Hrvatski vojnik, br. 576, 19. travnja 2019, str. 12. - 14.

21) http://www.sabor.hr/Default.aspx?art=26508 (Pregledano 1. prosinca 2015.)
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Opremanje odje¢om,
obucom i drugom vojnom
opremom stalan je postu-
pak u Hrvatskoj vojsci

The Croatian Armed

Forces are continuously
provided with new L
clothing, footwear and
military equipment,
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Zakona o javnoj nabavi za opremanje OSRH borbenim
oklopnim vozilom pjesastva i u skladu s provedbom
Plana opremanja Oruzanih snaga Republike Hrvatske
utvrdeno je da ¢e MORH s tvrtkom Buro Dakovi¢ d. d.
sklopiti ugovor o proizvodnji BOV-a.22 Nastavljen je i
postupak opremanja NBK opremom te inZenjerijskim
strojevima, a prednost prilikom opremanja imale su
postrojbe koje su sudjelovale u programu Partnerstvo
za mir (Partnership for Peace — PfP).

Iznimno vaZno opremanje s pocetka novog tisuclje¢a
pripalo je Hrvatskoj ratnoj mornarici. Dana 16. rujna
2001. nakon duljeg je vremena u operativnu upora-
bu uSao novi brod, osmisljen i izgraden u Hrvatskoj,
raketna topovnjaca (RTOP) Kralj Dmitar Zvonimir.2®

Gotovo pet godina potom pridruzio mu se protuminski brod LM-51 Korcula,?* tako-
der domacdi proizvod na kojem je radilo nekoliko tvrtki te MORH i Brodarski institut.
S finskom tvrtkom Patria Aviation Oy ugovorena je 17. srpnja 2008. nabava dvaju
rabljenih raketnih brodova klase Helsinki.2® Brodovi karakteristi¢ni po ugradenom
Simrad i pasivnom tegljenom sonaru stigli su u Remontno brodogradiliste Sibenik 2.
studenog 2008, a predstavljeni su u sastavu HRM-a 26. sije¢nja 2009. pod nazivima
RTOP-41 Vukovar i RTOP-42 Dubrovnik.2é

U MORH-u je 4. srpnja 2006. zaklju¢en ugovor s
ruskom izvoznom namjenskom tvrtkom Rosoboro-
nexport o dopremi deset novih visenamjenskih he-
likoptera Mi-1715h,2? modernijih nasljednika Mi-8
koje OSRH koristi od Domovinskog rata. HRZ i PZO
je 27. rujna idu¢e godine sluzbeno predstavio novo-
nabavljene Skolske avione ZLIN 2421 ceske tvrtke
Moravan Aviation s.r.o. Ukupno ih je kupljeno pet
i zamijenili su stare UTVA 7528 Svi su dopremljeni

do kraja 2007., a Mi-171Sh do kraja 2008. godi-
ne. Potonji su helikopteri postali tehni¢ka okosnica
hrvatskog sudjelovanja u misiji KFOR na Kosowvu.
Krajem 2007. pocelo je razdoblje od nekoliko uzasto-
pnih nabava protupoZarnih aviona kojima je iznimno
ojacana hrvatska flota tih letjelica: 15. studenog
zaklju€en je ugovor o nabavi dvaju Bombardierovih
aviona Canadair CL-415,22 a 28. studenog triju Air
Tractora AT-802A Fire*B0ss.3° Dodatna su dva Fire
Bossa narucena 25. srpnja 20083

Usmijerenost na zada¢e OSRH u sklopu multinacio-
nalnih snaga bila je vidljiva u opremanju pripadnika
u Afganistanu. Primjerice: 2005. i 2006. pokrenuta je
nabava viSe vrsta vozila za tamo3nje operacije, uvjete
i teren (Toyota Land Cruiser 105 GX, Mercedes-Benz
G 270 CDI, IVECO LMV).32 Glede individualne opreme,
hrvatska tvrtka Kroko razvila je za potrebe OSRH
zastitne prsluke3® Jo$ 2005. ta je tvrtka zajedno s
MORH-om i OSRH pocela razvoj “digitalne” pustinjske
vojne odore za Afganistan.s.prepoznatljivim uzorkom
u obliku zemljovida Hrvatske koja je postala temelj za
sve danasnje maskirne odore u OSRH. Tijekom ljeta
2007. u ISAF je upucen prvi kontingent opremljen tim
odorama.3* Ugovor koji je/uz pustinjske podrazumi-
jevao i zelene (maskirne) inacice u ukupno 10 000
kompleta potpisan je 13. oZujka 2009. i ukljucivao
je ¢ak 14 hrvatskih tvrtki®® Opremanje odje¢om,
obu¢om, vojnom opremom te drugom intendantskom
opremom stalan je postupak, a izdaci u2019. iznosili
su 72,7 milijuna kuna. Nabavljeno je 6300 kompleta
borbene odore u prikrivnom digitalnom tisku, kag#i
1400 kompleta vodonepropusnih odora. Iste je godine

22) Godisnje izvjeS¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske, MORH, Zagreb, prosinac

2005, str. 27.

23) Pintari¢, Vesna: Stranci znatiZeljni, ali neka iskustva ipak treba €uvati za sebe, Obrana, br. 190, 9. travnja 2004, str. 7.
24) Gali¢, Mario: Porinut prvi hrvatski protuminski brod LM-51 Korcula, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 83, 28. travnja 2006., str. 8. - 9.
25) Alvir, Marija: Dugorocno isplativ projekt, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 199/200, 1. kolovoza 2008., str. 7.

26) Pintari¢, Vesna: Novi ratni brodovi u floti HRM-a, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 225, 30. sije¢nja 2009, str. 8. - 9.

27) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Ugovor o nabavi helikoptera, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 94/95, 14. srpnja 2006., str. 7.

28) Skenderovi¢, Igor: Nova hrvatska krila, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 156, 5. listopada 2007., str. 14.

29) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Potpisan ugovor o nabavi dva protupoZarna zrakoplova, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 163, 23. studenoga 2007., str. 6.

30) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Potpisan ugovor o nabavi tri Air Tractora, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 164, 30. studenoga 2007., str. 7.

31) Parlov, Leida: Potpisan ugovor o nabavci Air Tractora, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 199/200, 1. kolovoza 2008, str. 8.

32) Parlov, Leida: Najveca ulaganja nakon 2010., Hrvatski vojnik, br. 132, 20. travnja 2007., str. 6.

33) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Zastitni i borbeni prsluk KROKO-M120, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 140, 15. lipnja 2007., str. 12. - 13.

34) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Nova maskirna odora za pripadnike OSRH u misiji ISAF, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 147/148, 3. kolovoza 2007., str. 14. - 15.
35) Valenti¢ Mik3ik, lvana: Potpisan ugovor o nabavi novih borbenih odora, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 232, 20. oZujka 2009, str. 6.
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performed intensive flying activity, and the second
phase of modernisation was concluded in the first
half of 2007.

The Croatian Army continued with the modernisa-
tion of simulation systems. May 2004 saw the dis-
play of the MILES 2000 laser-based training sys-
tem in the Training Range “Eugen Kvaternik” near
Slunj, procured from the U.S. donation and assigned
to the Combat™Training Ceritre. The MILES system
is still in use'in the Centre, as a modernised system
in support tq the training of Croatian Armed Forces
and partner units conducted in the Training Range.
December 2004 saw the acquisition of 39 IVECO
lorries.

Probably the best known equipping and modernisa-
tion project|in the history of’the Croatian Armed
Forces was soon wrappedp — the procurement of
armoured combat vehiéles. In 2005 the Croatian
Government declar, " the special interest in ex-
emption of the pp curement of the Croatian Armed
Forces with infédntry armoured combat vehicle from
the Public Procurement Act, and it was also affirmed
that the Ministry of Defence would make a contract
with the Buro Bakovi¢ holding on manufacturing of
the armoured combat vehicles in accordance with
the implementation of the Croatian Armed Forces
Equipping Plan.

The equipping with NBC equipment and engmeer{;f/

machines continued, with the priority given to nh‘é
units declared for participation in the Partn,@f'smp
for Peace (PfP) programme. ‘:J‘j

The most equipment project in early ZOOé was as-
signed to the Croatian Navy. After a long period a
new ship, designed and built in Croatia - the mis-
sile boat “Kralj Dmitar Zvonimir” - was introduced
into operational service on 16 September 2001, fol-
lowed by the coastal minehunter LM-51 “Korcula’,
a Croatian project engaging several companies,
the Ministry of Defence and the Brodarski Institut,
which entered service in 2006. The procurement of
two used Helsinki-class missile ships was agreed
with the Finnish company Patria Aviation Oy on 17
July 2008. The two missile boats, characteristic for
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built-in Simrad and passive towed sonar were de-
livered to the Sibenik Overhaul Shipyard on 2 No-
vember 2008, and displayed as a Croatian Navy
asset on 26 January 2009 and called “Vukovar” and
“Dubrovnik”.

The orientation on the tasks assigned to the Croa-
tian Armed Forces within the multinational forces
was evident in the equipping of the deployed per-
sonnel. In 2005 and 2006 various vehicles were pro-
cured for the deployment in the specific operation,
conditions and the terrain (Toyota Land Cruiser 105
GX, Mercedes-Benz G 270 CDi, and IVECO LMV).

The Croatian equipment manufacturer Kroko produced protective vests for the
Croatian Armed Forces.

The pixelated desert uniforms with the recognisable Croatia-shaped pattern for
the deployment in Afghanistan developed by Kroko in 2005, in co-operation with
the Ministry of Defence and the Croatian Armed Forces, became the basis for all
camouflage uniforms produced since then. The first contingent wearing the uni-
forms was deployed to ISAF in summer 2007. The contract signed on 13 March
2009 with 14 Croatian firms stipulated the production of 10,000 sets of desert
and green camouflage uniforms.

On 4 July 2006 the Ministry of Defence conclud-
ed a contract with the Russian Company Rosob-
oronexport for the delivery of ten new Mi-171Sh
multi-role helicopters, the upgraded successors
to the Mi-8 used by the Croatian Armed Forces
since the Homeland War.

On 27 September 2007 the Croatian Air Force
and Air Defence officially presented the newly
purchased ZLIN 242L training aircraft by the
Czech company Moravan Aviation. A total of five
were purchased and replaced the formerly used
UTVA 75 aircraft. All aircraft were delivered by
the end of 2007 and the Mi-171Sh by the end
of 2008 respectively. The Mi-1715Sh helicopters
became the technical backbone for Croatia’s
participation in the KFOR mission in Kosovo.
From late 2007 new firefighter aircraft was
procured on several occasions — the Bombar-
dier’s Canadair CL 415 agreed on 15 November
and three Air Tractors AT-802 A Fire Boss on

el
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za opremanje pripadnika Hrvatske vojske i kadeta sportskom odje¢om i obu¢om utroseno
dva milijuna kuna, a za opskrbu taborskom opremom 8,2 milijuna kuna. Prioritet opre-
manja u 2019. bila je nabava taktickih borbenih prsluka M401 B, vojni¢kih naprtnjaca te
transportnih ovalnih torbi. Nabavljene su i vrece za spavanje, Satorska krila i naprtnjace
za spremnike za vodu za protupoZarnu zastitu.3¢

Nakon 3to su ponuda i vozila finske tvrtke Patria ocijenjeni kao najbolji za zadovoljavanje
zahtjeva i potreba OSRH, 11. listopada 2007. u MORH-u je potpisan ugovor o nabavi
84 AMV oklopna vozila. Uslijedila je potvrda Sporazuma o offset programu koji ukljucuje
hrvatske tvrtke na Celu s nositeljem integriranja programa, tvrtkom Buro Pakovi¢ d. d.37
Krajem prosinca 2008. potpisan je Dodatak Ugovoru za nabavu dodatna 42 vozila3® a u
srpnju 2010. Ugovor o opremanju baznih vozila sustavima oruzja, Sto ¢e uciniti norveski
Kongsberg s kojim je ugovor potpisao Buro Dakovi¢ Specijalna vozila d. d.3® U travnju 2013.
godine hrvatsko-finski konzorcij isporucio je i zadnje od ukupno ugovorenih 126 baznih
vozila.* Usporedno s isporukom, na bazna je vozila integrirano naoruzanje i specijalna
oprema, najcesce Kongsbergove daljinski upravljane oruzne stanice od 12,7 mm PROTEC-
TOR M151 te ostala komunikacijska oprema i sustavi za poboljsanje uvjeta preZivljavanja
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28 November, whereas two additional Fire Boss aircraft were ordered in July 2008.
Equipping with uniforms, footwear, military equipment and other equipment is a perma-
nent procedure. In 2019 as many as 6,300 sets of camouflage uniforms with pixellated
pattern were procured and 1,400 waterproof uniform sets worth HRK 72.7 mil. Also in
2019 members and cadets of the Croatian Armed Forces were equipped with sports-
wear worth 2 mil. HRK and with camping equipment worth 8.2 mil HRK. The equipping
priority in the year 2019 included tactical combat vests M401 B, military backpacks and
transport oval bags. Sleeping bags, tents and fire protection water tank backpacks were
also procured.

After the offer and the vehicles of the Finnish company Patria were evaluated as the

36) Godi3nje izvjeSce o obrani za 2019, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 3. rujna 2019, str. 69.

37) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Potpisan Ugovor o nabavi oklopnih vozila, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 163, 19. listopada 2007, str. 6.

38) Godisnje izvjeSce o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike
Hrvatske za 2008. godinu, s izvjeS¢em o stanju obrambenih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj za 2008. godinu, MORH, Zagreb, oZujak
2009, str. 52.

39) https://vlada.gov.hr/vijesti/predsjednica-vlade-u-djuri-djakovicu-potpisani-dodaci-ugovorima-o-proizvodnji-oklopnih-vozila/9515
(Pregledano 4. veljace 2021.)

40) Godi3nje izvjeS¢e o obrani za 2013. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, travanj 2014, str. 42.
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vozila na bojisnici#' Na kraju 2019. godine Hrvatska
vojska imala je 118 vozila u operativnoj uporabi.#?
Preostalih se osam na temelju ugovora o nabavi s
izraelskom tvrtkom Elbit Systems oprema daljinski
upravljanim oruznim stanicama UT30MK2 CRO. Te
su oruZne stanice javno predstavljene u rujnu 2020. i
kombinacija suvatrene modi triju oruzja: automatskog
topa MK44S 30 mm, spregnute strojnice M240 kali-
bra 7,62 x 51, te dvocijevnog lansera protuoklopnog
raketnog sustava SPIKE LR.43

Sto se tice vozila koja su danas svojevrstan standard
u OSRH, pocetkom 2009. provedena je prva obuka na
viSenamjenskim lakim.yozilima HMMWV, tj. na prva
dva koja je SAD donirao Hrvatskoj.*

Novi je zamah domacoj namjenskoj industriji omogucen 19. studenog 2007., kad
se MORH obvezao sudjelovati u razvoju i financiranju razvoja nove jurisne puske
tvrtke HS Produkt d. 0. 0.% koja jo$ od 2000. godine oprema OSRH sluZzbenim pi-
Stoljem HS 2000. Prva su ispitivanja puske u bullpup konstrukciji kalibra 5,56 mm
NATO pocela u lipnju 2007., a njezine su dvije inacice - VHS-D i VHS-K - sluzbene
predstavljene 24. studenog 2008. godine.€

Opremanje OSRH komunikacijsko-informacijskim sustavima stalan je proces. Primjerice,
2006. nabavljena je oprema za elektronicko izvidanje zemaljskih radiokomunikacija i
opreme za elektroni¢ko ometanje, osigurana je usluga satelitskih komunikacija VSAT,
nabavljeno 40 prijenosnih VHF uredaja SINCGARS, 22 HF radiouredaja Thales, 50
krajnjih postaja i deset medupostaja radiorelejnog sustava Thales te scan-centar u
sklopu Glavnog racunalno-informacijskog sredista Ministarstva obrane.#”

Sli¢no je s NBK i inZenjerijskom opremom. Tijekom
2007. nabavljena je specijalna oprema za otkrivanje
i deaktiviranje eksplozivnih sredstava: EOD robot,
zastitna odijela i razli¢ita protueksplozivna oprepfa.
Nabavljena su i inZenjerijska sredstva za opreménje
Voda za horizontalne konstrukcije, kao i @Sobna i
zajednicka oprema za opremanje Vodayza razmini-
ranje=Nastavljen je 2005-zapotet-proces oprema-
nja NBK opremom za individualnu zastitu. Tijekom
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most acceptable for the Croatian Armed Forces, the
Ministry of Defence on 11 October 2007 signed a
contract for the procurement of 84 AMV vehicles,
and subsequently confirmed the Offset Agreement,
which involved Croatian companies headed by Buro
Dakovi¢ as lead authority for programme integra-
tion. In late 2008 an addendum to the contract
agreement was signed for delivery of 42 more ve-
hicles, and in July 2010 a Contract on the fitting
of base vehicles with weapon system, which was
assigned to the Norwegian Konsberg, which signed
the contract with Puro Bakovi¢ Special Vehicles. In
April 2013, the Croatian-Finnish_consortium deliv-
ered the last of a total of 126 base vehicles. Con-
currently with the delivery, the base vehicles were
fitted with weapons and special equipment, most
often with Kongsberg’s 12.7-mm PROTECTOR
M151 remote-controlled weapon station and other
communication equipment and systems to improve
the survival conditions of vehicles in battlefields.

In late 2019 as many as 118 vehides were in the
operational service in the Croatian Armed Forces.
The remaining eight are equipped with UT30MK2
CRO remote-controlled wéapon stations, pursuant
to the contract concldded with the Israel’s Elbit
Systems. The weapeh stations were first displayed
in September 2020 and combine the firepower of
three weapons: of the 30-mm MK44S gun, of the
7.62 x 51 M240 machine gun and of the SPIKE LR
Dual anti-tank guided missile.

Regarding the vehicles which make the standard
equipment of the Croatian Armed Forces today, in
early 2009 the first training was conducted on HM-

MWV multipurpose light vehicles (the first two do-

nated by the U.S.). /
The domestic-military-industry received-a-newwirm-
petus on 19 November 2007, when the Ministry

41) (N. N.): MORH i Buro Pakovi¢ potpisali ugovor vrijedan 112 milijuna kuna, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 422, 24. svibnja 2013., str. 24.
42) Godi3nje izvje3¢e o obrani za 2019, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 3. rujna 2019., str. 60.

43) Pintari¢, Vesna: Prikaz paljbenih sposobnosti BOV Patria CRO 30L, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 614, 5. listopada 2020., str. 4. - 9.

44) Parlov, Leida: Hrvatski i americki vojnici zajedno u misiju, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 224, 23. sije¢nja 2009, str. 4. - 5.

45) Parlov, Leida: Potpisan ugovor o financiranju razvoja hrvatske jurisne puske, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 163, 19. listopada 2007., str. 7.
46) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Nova hrvatska puska po standardima NATO-a, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 216, 28. studenoga 2008., str. 6. - 7.

47) http://narodne-novine.nn.hr/clanci/sluzbeni/297678 html (Pregledano 4. veljace 2021.)
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Donacijom Vlade SAD-a primljeno je ukupno
212 MRAP (Mine-resistant Ambush Protected) L b

vozila razli€itih tipova (MaxxPro PLUS, RG 33 HAGA —

i M-ATV) te jos Sest oklopnih vozila MRAP b E
MaxxPro Recovery

The United States donated a total of 212 various

Mine-resistant Ambush Protected (MRAP) vehicles
(MaxxPro PLUS, RG 33 HAGA and M-ATV) and
six MRAP MaxxPro Recovery vehicles
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2007. provedena je i nabava sustava za kolektivnu
NBK zastitu (COLPRO), kao i mobilnih sustava za
NBK dekontaminaciju.*® Od 2005. do pocetka 2021.
nabavljeno je NBK sredstava u vrijednosti oko 88
milijuna kuna. Medu ostalim, nabavljena su sredstva
za osobnu NBK zastitu, osobnu dekontaminaciju i
samopomot, sredstva za kemijsku detekciju, sredstva
za radiolosku detekciju i dozimetriju radioaktivnog
zraCenja, sredstva za biolosku detekciju, kompleti
za uzimanje kontaminiranih RBK uzoraka i za ozna-
¢avanje kontaminiranog podrucja, sredstva za RBK
dekontaminaciju i sredstva za kolektivnu RBK zastitu.

Ulazak u NATO u travnju 2009. moZe se smatrati novom orijentacijskom tockom
u opremanju i modernizaciji naoruzanja i vojne opreme u OSRH.

Okvirni sporazum i ugovor MORH-a i HS Produkta d. o. 0. o nabavi 1000 kom-
pleta pusaka VHS potpisan je ubrzo potom, 15. svibnja te godine, a na temelju
Okvirnog sporazuma dogovoreno je da ¢e se i dalje zajednicki raditi na njezinu
razvoju.*® Dva tjedna potom pusku su nosile neke od postrojbi na proslavi Dana
OSRH u Karlovcu. S vremenom je karlovacka tvrtka razvila nove, modernizirane
i poboljSane puske VHS-D2 i VHS-K2, prvi put javno predstavljene na Mimohodu
OSRH povodom 20. obljetnice VRO Oluja 2015. godine.®® Do kraja 2016. godine
OruZane snage RH opremljene su s ukupno 10 649 jurisnih pusaka VHS-1 i VHS-2
u razli¢itim inacicama.®' Nabava pusaka i piStolja domace proizvodnje nastavlja se,
Sto se odnosi i na dodatnu opremu. Primjerice, tijekom 2019. nabavljeno je 1000
jurisnih pusaka VHS-D2 i VHS-K2 u iznosu ne3to manjem od deset milijuna kuna.2

U travnju 2011. u MORH-u je predstavljena nova
hrvatska vojna ¢izma u tri inacice. U razvoju su sudje-
lovale €etiri domace tvrtke i tom je prilikom istaknuto
da se ostvaruje plan o hrvatskom vojniku koji ¢e od
glave do pete biti opremljen hrvatskim proizvodima.>?

To, naravno, podrazumijeva i kacige tvrtke Sestan-
Busch d. o. o, koje su u opremi hrvatskih vojnika od
Domovinskog rata.®* Po¢etkom svake godine MORH s
hrvatskim tvrtkama javno potpisuje ugovore o nabavi
vojne opreme, usluga i radova za potrebe Hrvatske
vojske: 9. oZujka 2021. potpisano je 38 ugovora i
okvirnih sporazuma u ukupnom iznosu od oko 284
milijuna kuna.s®

Neki su projekti vezaniuzulazak Hrvatske u Europsku
uniju 1. srpnja 2013. godine. Na temelju ugovora sklo-
plienog izmedu MORH-a i Hrvatske kontrole zracne
plovidbe d. 0. 0., u studenom 2013. uspjesno je pro-
vedena modernizacija radarskog sustava FPS-117.
Radarski sustav vlasnistvo je Republike Hrvatske, na
uporabi je u Ministarstvu obrane, a Hrvatska kontrola
zracne plovidbe d. o. o. koristi podatke s tri od ukupno
pet radara. Za poslove modernizacije angaziran je
proizvodac sustava Lockheed Martin. Modernizaci-
jom FPS-117 dostignute su tehni¢ke norme vezane
uz interoperabilnost.u.podrucju upravljanja zracnim
prometom koje je propisala Europska komisija i ob-
veza su za svaku Clanicu Unije.€

U proslom desetljecu provedene su i nabave rablje-
ne vojne opreme i naoruzanja kupnjom ili donaci-
jom od saveznickih zemalja. Ministarstvo obrane
sklopilo je 14. kolovoza 2013. godine sporazum
sa Saveznim ministarstvom obrane SR Njemacke
o kupniji rabljenih nebojnih motornih vozila i kon-
tejnera raspoloZivih s viskova njemackih oruzanih

snaga. Sporazum je omagucavao kupnju do 5807:"

razli¢itih tipova vozila i opreme (Wolf-off-road,
MAN-trucks, fuelcisterns, fuel trucks). Tijekom 2014.
nabavljeno je 27 kamiona vojnog programa MAN
4x4 nosivosti pet tona te 36 kontejnera-kabina (tip

48) Godi3nje izvjeS¢e o spremnosti obrambenog sustava, provodenju kadrovske politike i ukupnom stanju u OruZanim snagama Republike Hrvatske, s izvjeS¢em o stanju obram-

benih priprema u Republici Hrvatskoj, Zagreb, oZujak 2008, str. 35.

49) Vliahovi¢, Domagoj: Potpisan Sporazum o nabavi nove juriSne puske, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 241, 22. svibnja 2009, str. 5.

50) Parlov, Leida: Veli¢anstveni mimohod pokazao snagu i mo¢ OSRH, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 480, 14. kolovoza 2015., str. 4. - 11.
51) Godi3nje izvjeS¢e o obrani za 2016. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, svibanj 2017., str. 96.

52) Godi3nje izvjeSce o obrani za 2019., Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 3. rujna 2019, str. 60.

53) (N. N.) Predstavljena nova vojna ¢izma hrvatskih proizvodaca, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 341, 22. travnja 2011,, str. 8. - 9.

54) Bari¢, Gordana; Bujani¢, BoZo: Uru€ene nagrade CROMA - predstavljamo plasti¢are, Polimeri, 32 (2011), str. 98.

55) https://www.morh.hr/predstavljen-plan-nabave-morh-a-i-uruceni-ugovori-o-nabavi/ (Pregledano 15. oZujka 2021.)

56) Godi3nje izvjeS¢e o obrani za 2014. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, travanj 2015., str. 42. — 43.
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of Defence committed to engage in the develop-
ment and financing of the new HS Produkt doo as-
sault rifle, which had equipped the Croatian Armed
Forces with the HS 2000 official pistol since 2000.
The bullpup model rifle with NATO 5.56-mm caliber
construction was first tested in June 2007, and the
two variants of the rifle (the VHS-D and the VHS-K)
were officially displayed on 24 November 2008.

The equipping=the Croattam Armed Forces with
CIS systems is a continuous process. In 2006 the
equipment for electronic reconnaissance of ground
radio communications and electronic interference
was procured, the VSAT satellite communications
service was provided, 40 SINCGARS handheld VHF
radios, 22 Thales’ HF radios, 50 Thales end and ten
intermediate radio relay systeyn stations and a scan
centre were procured within the Main Computing
and Information Centre,6f the Ministry of Defence.
The Croatian ArmedsForces also received NBC and
engineer equipment. During 2007, special explosive
detection and/deactivation equipment was pro-
cured: EOD ffobot, protective suits and explosion-
proof equipment.

The Horizontal Construction Platoon and the Demi-
ning Platoon received engineer and protective and
demining equipment. The equipping of the NBC
Battalion, incepted in 2005, was continued and col-
lective protection (ColPro) equipment and mobile /
NBC decontamination system were procured 4f
2007. The worth of the equipment procured jif the
period from 2005 through early 2021 amaufited to
88 Mil'HRK, "and comprised pérsonal NBC protection,
self-decontamination kits, chemical detection Kkits,
radiation detection and radiation dosimeters, bio-
logical detection kits, RBC sampling kit and contami-
nated areas markers, RBC decontamination kits and
RBC Collective Protection (ColPro) equipment.
Croatia’s entry to NATO in April 2009 was a new
milestone in equipping and weapon modernisation
and military equipment in the Croatian Armed Forc-
es. The Framework Agreement and the contract be-
tween the Ministry of Defence and HS Produkt on the
procurement of 1,000 sets of VHS rifles was signed

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

MODERNISATION AND EQUIPMENT OF
THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES AND
CROATIAN DEFENCE INDUSTRY

on 15 May 2009, based on the Framework Agree-
ment on continued development of the rifle.

Two weeks later, the rifle was displayed by the
units attending the ceremony marking the Croa-
tian Armed Forces Day in Karlovac. Over time
the HS Produkt developed new, modernised and
improved rifles VHS-D2 and VHS-K2 rifles, which
were officially displayed at the Military Parade held
on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the
Military and Police Operation “Storm” in 2015. By
the end of 2016 the Croatian Armed Forces were
equipped with a total of 10,649 VHS-1 and VHS-2
assault rifles of various versions. The procurement
of rifles and pistols and of the additional equip-
ment made in Croatia continues. For example, in
the course of 2019 as many as 1,000 VHS-D2 and
VHS-K2 assault rifles were procured worth a bit
under 10 mil HRK.

In April 2011 the new Croatia-made military boots in three versions were displayed
in the Ministry of Defence. The project engaged four domestic companies, and the
plan of overall equipping Croatian soldiers with Croatia-made products. The plan
includes the helmets made by the firm Sestan-Busch, which had supplied Croa-
tian soldiers since the Homeland War. At the beginning of each year the Ministry
of Defence signs procurement contracts in public with the Croatian companies to
supply the Croatian Armed Forces. On 9 March 2021 as many as 38 contracts and
framework agreements were signed, worth some 284 mil HRK.

Some projects were related to Croatia’s accession to
the European Union on 1 July 2013. Pursuant to the
contract between the Ministry of Defence and the
Croatian Air Traffic Control (Crocontrol) in November
2013 the FPS-117 radar system was successfully
modernised. The radar system is a property of the Re-
public of Croatia, it is used by the Ministry of Defence,
and the Croatian Air Traffic Control uses the radar
data from three of the five radars. The modernisation
is a responsibility of Lockheed Martin as manufactur-
er. The modernisation of FPS-117 ensured technical
standards pertaining to interoperability in air traffic
control as prescribed by the European Commission
that apply to each EU member country.
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U srpnju 2019. sluzbeno je predstavljen
besposadni zrakoplovni sustav
Orbiter 3B izraelske proizvodnje

July 2019 saw the official presentation
ofn the Israeli-made Orbiter 3B UAV

e
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FM1iFMII), a 2015. godine 20 kamiona (MAN 4x4, pet tona — deset komada; MAN
6x6, sedam tona - pet komada; MAN 8x8, deset tona — pet komada).” Opremanje
vozilima u potpori je dvaju NATO-ovih Ciljeva sposobnosti, kao i rje3avanja nedo-
statka nebojnih motornih vozila u OruZanim snagama®®, stoga nova vozila razli¢itih
konfiguracija svake godine pristiZzu u OSRH. Vlada SAD-a donirala je tijekom 2019.
Sest kamiona marke Ford 3542 D. Iste godine nabavljeni su vojni kamioni, cisterne
za vodu, cisterne za aviogorivo, laka teretna vozila, tegljaci s niskopodnom polupriko-
licom, terenski automobili, vilicari za manipulaciju teretom, ophodni motocikl, vozilo
za prijevoz sluzbenih pasa, prikolica za prijevoz plovila i kombi vozilo te je provedena
modifikacija/nadogradnja vojnih kamiona s cisternama za vodu i gorivo.>®
Donacijom Vlade SAD-a koriste¢i programe ekonomske i vojne pomoci, 2014. godine
primljeno je ukupno 212 MRAP (Mine-resistant Ambush Protected) vozila razlicitih tipova
(MaxxPro PLUS, RG 33 HAGA i M-ATV) vrijednih 58 milijuna kuna®®, a 2016., takoder
donacijom, Sest oklopnih vozila MRAP MaxxPro Recovery.8! Sva se vozila remontiraju i
opremaju za razli¢ite namjene u Remontnom zavodu ZapovjedniStva za potporu te se
postupno isporucuju postrojbama: u 2019. isporuceno ih je 20.62

i

FOTO: MLADEN [f-OBANOVIC

Over the past decade Croatia has procured some used military equipment and weapons
through purchase or donations from NATO member countries.

On 14 August 2013 the Ministry of Defence concluded an agreement with the Federal
Ministry of Defence of Germany on the acquisition of used non-combat motor vehicles
and containers from the surplus of the German Armed Forces. The agreement procured
up to 580 various vehicles and equipment (Wolf-off-road, MAN-trucks, fuel tanks, fuel
trucks). The year 2014 saw the procurement of 27 MAN 4x4 lorries with a 5-ton load
capacity, 36 FM | and FM cabs, and the year 2015 the procurement of 20 lorries (ten
MAN 4x4 5-ton capacity lorries; five MAN 6x6 lorries with the 7-ton load capacity and
five MAN 8x8 lorries with 10-ton load capacity).

Equipping the Croatian Armed Forces with vehicles is in support to the implementation
of two NATO Target Capabilities, and addresses under-equippedness with non-combat
motor vehicles, which is why the Croatian Armed Forces receive new vehicles of various
configurations each year.

57) Godisnje izvjeSée o obrani za 2015. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, svibanj 2016., str. 43.
58) Godisnje izvjeS¢e o obrani za 2014. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, travanj 2015., str. 43.
59) Godisnje izvjeSce o obrani za 2019., Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 3. rujna 2019,, str. 63.

60) Godisnje izvjeSée o obrani za 2014. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, travanj 2015., str. 44.
61) Godisnje izvjeSée o obrani za 2016. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, svibanj 2017., str. 44.
62) Godisnje izvjeSée o obrani za 2019. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 3. rujna 2019, str. 117.
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Medu najzapaZenije nabave u OSRH ubraja se ona
njemackih samohodnih haubica PzH 2000 (Panzer-
haubitze 2000) od 5. prosinca 2014. godine. MORH
je sa Saveznim ministarstvom obrane SR Njemacke
potpisao sporazum o nabavi 12 operativnih haubica,
dodatnih triju haubica za pricuvne dijelove te jedne
haubice za obuku vozaca. Hrvatska je takoder postala
punopravna ¢lanica Programa PzH 2000 NATO-ove
Agencije za potporu (NATO Support Agency — NSPA),
u sklopu kojeg je za haubice osiguran servis, modifi-
kacija i prilagodba.6®

Prva haubica u hrvatskim bojama premijerno je prikazana 29. srpnja 2015., uoci
Mimohoda u Zagrebu.®* Nakon dovrSetka servisa, modifikacije i prilagodbe, Hrvatska
kopnena vojska-edkraja20¥9=ima-na-raspolaganju 12 operativnih te jednu haubicu
za obuku vozaca, kao i dva takticka operativna centra, tri srediSta za upravljanje
paljpbom i devet vozila s opremom za prednje topnicke motritelje.%® Pri zavrSetku je
razvoj sustava za upravljanje paljbom do njegove konacne integracije.

Iz HKoV-a vrijedi izdvojiti program Generalne revizije tenkova M-84 u tvrtki Buro
DPakovi¢ - Specijalna vozila d. d. u skladu s Pismom namjere u vezi suradnje na
poslovima odrZavanja i modernizacije tih tenkova od 24. travnja 2013 .6€ Revizija je
svake godine provodena na odredenom broju tenkova.®?

ehe

Tijekom 2019, godine, U Cilju jacanja oklopno-meha-
niziranih sposobnosti Hrvatske vojske, a povezano sa
zahtjevima za dostizanje NATO-ovih Ciljeva sposob-
nosti, pocele su pripremne aktivnosti za opremanje ra-
bljenim borbenim vozilima pjesastva na gusjenicama
Bradley M2A2 ODS (Operation Desert Storm). Glav-
no im je naoruzanje top Bushmaster M242 kalibra
25 x 137 mm i protuoklopni sustav TOW. Sama y6-
zila zamijenila bi aktualna borbena vozila pje§a§tva
M-80A i bila bi isporucena zahvaljujuci dona€iji Vlade
SAD-a.UHrvatskuse dokraja2022.planiradSporuciti 84
vozilasodkejihie se 62pripremitiza-opérativnu upora-
bu, a preostala bi 22 u prvoj fazi ostala neremontirana.

MODERNISATION AND EQUIPMENT OF
THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES AND
CROATIAN DEFENCE INDUSTRY

In 2019, the U.S. donated six Ford 3542 D lorries.
The Ministry of Defence procured military lorries,
water tanks, aviation fuel tanks, light duty trucks,
low-bed semi-trailers, off-road vehicles, cargo fork-
lifts, patrol bikes, military working dog transport
vehicles, vessel transport carts and a van in 2019
too, and water and fuel tanks were embedded on
military lorries.

In 2014, a total of 212 MRAP (Mine-resistant Am-
bush Protected) vehicles of various types (MaxxPro
PLUS, RG 33 HAGA and M-ATV) worth HRK 58 mil-
lion were donated from the U.S. within the eco-
nomic and military assistance programmes, and in
2016 six MRAP MaxxPro Recovery armoured vehi-
cles. All vehicles were overhauled and adapted for
various purposes in the Maintenance Depot of the
Support Command, after which they were gradually
assigned to the units. As many as 20 vehicles were
delivered in the course of 2019,

The most visible procurements forgthe Croatian
Armed Forces include the Germany-myade PzH-2000
self-propelled howitzers (Panzegiaubitze 2000) of 5
December 2014.

The Ministry of Defence signed an agreement with
the Ministry of Defence’of Germany on the procure-
ment of 12 operatighal howitzers, three more how-
itzers for spare parts and one howitzer for driver
training. Croatia has also become a full member of
the NATO Support Agency's (NSPA) PzH 2000 Pro-
gramme, which provides service, modification and
adaptation of howitzers. The first howitzers painted
in Croatian colours were displayed in public on 29
July 2015, ahead of the Military Parade in Zagreb.
After the servicing, modifications and adjustments,
the Croatian Armed Forces have received in 12/
operationak-howitzers,-one howitzer-intended-for
driver training, two tactical operational centres,

63) Godi3nje izvjeS¢e o obrani za 2014. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, travanj 2015, str. 43.

64) Parlov, Leida: Velicanstveni mimohod pokazao snagu i mo¢ OSRH, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 480, 14. kolovoza 2015., str. 4. - 11.
65) Godi3nje izvjeS¢e o obrani za 2019., Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 3. rujna 2019,, str. 61.

66) http://www.glas-slavonije.hr/196796/1/Hrvatske-tenkove-odrzavat-ce-Djuro-Djakovic (Pregledano 26. travnja 2021.)

67) https://www.morh.hr/potpisani-ugovori-o-nabavi-vojne-opreme-s-38-hrvatskih-tvrtki/ (Pregledano 21. sije¢nja 2021.)
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Hrvatski vojnici opremljeni su proizvodima hrvatske
obramBene industrije

The Croatian soldiers are fully equipped with the
products made in Croatia
£y .8
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Nakon provedenog javnog natjecaja, pocetkom 2021. godine potpisan je ugovor u
vrijednosti od 12,5 milijuna kuna za isporuku protuoklopnih raketa SPIKE LR za DUOS
30L ugraden na BOV Patria CRO.

obalnog ophodnog broda (OOB) za potrebe Obalne straze. Krajem 2014. s domac¢om
je tvrtkom Brodogradiliste specijalnih objekata (BSO) d. o. o. Split ugovorena gradnja
pet obalnih ophodnih brodova (prototip i Cetiri broda u seriji). Kobilica prvog broda
prototipa svecano je poloZena 17. rujna 2015., a postoji mogucénost da projekt bude
svojevrsno polaziste za razvoj izvanobalnih ophodnih brodova i buduce korvete HRM-
a.%8 Prototip je porinut 3. lipnja 2017.,a 7. prosinca 2018. sve¢ano je predan HRM-u te
imenovan OOB-31 Omis. Dug je 43,5, a Sirok osam metara. Glavno mu je naoruZanje
pramcani top Mk44 30 mm turske tvrtke Aselsan.8® U tijeku je izgradnja jo$ Cetiriju
brodova: kobilica za novogradnje 541 i 542 poloZena je u rujnu, a za novogradnje 543
i 544 u studenom 2020. godine.” Prvi brod trebao bi biti isporucen tijekom 2021,

drugi i tre¢i 2022, a Cetvrti 2023. godine.”

Tijekom 2015. dvama je uspje3nim lansiranjima po-
tvrden pocetak hrvatskog remonta protubrodskih
raketa RBS-15B. U idu¢im je godinama odredeni broj
remontiranih raketa s produljenim vijekom uporabe
vracen u HRM na operativnu uporabu, a tijekom 2019.
ispitano je pet raketa koje su spremne za produljenje
vijeka uporabe.”?

Sredinom listopada 2016. u Hrvatsku ratnu mornaricu
stigla su dva moderna autonomna podvodna vozila
Remus 100, i to kao donacija SAD-a u okviru progra-
ma pomoci Foreign Military Financing (FMF). Rijec je
o podvodnim protuminskim vozilima namijenjenim za
pretraZivanje morskog dna, koja najbolja postignu¢a
ostvaruju u pregledu velikih podrucja plitkog mora te
zahtijevaju iznimno malu infrastrukturu za potporu i
rad. Vozila su proizvedena 2016. i najnoviji su model
tog tipa.”®

Tijekom 2019. provedene su sve aktivnosti na pripre-
mi tehnickih specifikacija za izradu projektne doku-
mentacije za modernizaciju desantnog broda mino-
polagaca DBM-81 Cetina. Tijekom Cetvrtog kvartala
2019. pokrenut je i proveden prvi krug postupka javne
nabave.”® U studenom 2020. na koristenje HRM-u
predane su dvije brze brodice VHB-M46 nabavljene
na temelju Sporazuma o nabavi dva plovila za nad-
zor morskog ribarstva“trsklopu zada¢a i nadleZnosti
MORH-a, sklopljenog u srpnju 2019. izmedu MORH-a
i Ministarstva poljoprivrede. Brodice su 70 posto
financirane sredstvima Europske unije, dok je ostatak
sredstava osiguralo Ministarstvo poljoprivrede.”®

Hrvatsko ratno zrakoplovstvo i protuzra¢na obrana
opremljeni su u studenom 2014. novim protupozarnim
avionom Air Tractor AT-802 Fire Boss, dvosjedom na-
mijenjenim za obuku.”® Ipak, u fokusu HRZ-a i PZ0-a
bila je ugovorena nabava, remont i nadogradnja pet
aviona MiG-21 te remont i nadogradnja postojecih
sedam aviona MiG-21..U svrhu toga sklopljen je 9.
srpnja 2013. ugovor s ukrajinskom tvrtkom Ukrspe-
cexport.”” Kompletirana eskadrila borbenih aviona
predstavljena je 22. srpnja 2015.78 Tijekom 2017.
pokrenut je postupak nabave novog tipa viSenamjen-
skog borbenog aviona te je Vlada RH na sjednici 29.
oZujka 2018. donijela Odluku kojom je odredila kako
je najpovoljnija ponuda DrZave Izraela, 7 tj. 12 aviona
F-16 C/D Barak. Medutim, 10. sije€nja 2019. godine
DrZzava lzrael sluzbeno je obavijestila Republiku Hr-

vatsku kako ne moZe ishoditi odgovarajuce odobrenje

SAD-a za isporuku/transfer aviona u konfiguracijt
definiranoj ponudom. Stoga je Vlada Republike Hr-
vatske 14. sije¢nja 2019. stavila izvan snage Odluku

68) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: PoloZena kobilica obalnog ophodnog broda, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 483, 25. rujna 2015, str. 6.

69) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Na palubi Omisa, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 573, 8. oZujka 2019., str. 8. - 11.

70) https://www.morh.hr/u-brodogradevnoj-industriji-polozene-kobilice-za-dva-obalna-ophodna-broda/ (Pregledano 22. sije¢nja 2021.)
71) Provedbeni program Ministarstva obrane 2021. - 2024., MORH, Zagreb, 24. prosinca 2020, str. 14.

72) Isto, str. 151.

73) Pintari¢, Vesna: Podvodna vozila Remus 100 povecala mornaricke protuminske sposobnosti, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 524, 21. travnja 2017., str. 12. - 15.
74) Godi3nje izvje3ce o obrani za 2019., Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 3. rujna 2019, str. 65.

75) https://www.morh.hr/hrvatskoj-ratnoj-mornarici-predane-na-koristenje-brze-brodice-m-46/(Pregledano 22. sije¢nja 2021.)

76) http://www.morh.hr/hr/vijesti-najave-i-priopcenja/vijesti/10711-u-zemuniku-zapo%C4%8Dela-obuka-na-novom-air-tractoru-at-802-fire-boss.html

(Pregledano 2. prosinca 2015.)

77) Godi3nje izvje3ce o obrani za 2014. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, travanj 2015., str. 45.
78) (N. N.): Predstavljena eskadrila borbenih aviona, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 479, 31. srpnja 2015, str. 7.
79) Godisnje izvje3ce o obrani za 2017. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, travanj 2018., str. 71.
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three firing direction centres and nine vehicles with
equipment for forward artillery observers. The de-
velopment of the fire control system until its final
integration is nearing completion.

Another important Army modernisation project was
the M-84 Tank General Upgrade Programme with
the company Buro Pakovi¢ - Specijalna vozila, in
compliance with the Letter of Intent on co-opera-
tion in the maintenance and“modernisation of the
tanks dated 24 April 2013, under which a certain
number of tanks were upgraded each year.

During 2019, within the efforts to strengthen the
armoured and mechanised capabilities of the Cro-
atian Armed Forces and to achieve NATO Target
Capabilities, the preparation for equipping with the
Bradley M2A2 ODS (Operatiop’Desert Storm) Infan-
try Fighting"Vehicles (IFV)- he main weapons are
hfnaster M242 gun and the
TOW anti-tank systep. The vehicles were planned as
replacement for thie existing M-80A infantry fight-
ing vehicles and’donated from the U.S. The donation
comprised 84 vehicles due by late 2022, of which 62
will be prepared for operational use and the remain-
ing 22 would remain unoverhauled in a first phase.
In early 2021 after a public tender a contract worth
12.5 million HRK was signed for the procurement of
SPIKE LR Anti-Tank Guided Missile for DUOS 30L
fitted on the Patria AMV.

p

vessel for the Croatian Coast Guard. In Ia; 2014,
the " Ministry of Defence concluded a contract with
the Split-based Special Vessel Shipyard for the
construction of five inshore patrol boats (the proto-
types of four ships in the series).

The keel of the first prototype ship was formally
launched in September 2015, and the project may
serve as a foundation for the development of off-
shore patrol boats and the future corvette of the
Croatian Navy. The prototype was launched on 3
June 2017, named OOB “Omis” (the “Omis” Inshore
Patrol Vessel) and formally delivered to the Croatian
Navy on 7 December 2018.

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES
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The vessel is 43.5 m long with an 8-m beam. It is
fitted with the Mk44 30-mm naval gun made by
the Turkish company Aselsan. Four more vessels
are under construction - the keels for the new ves-
sels 541 and 542 were laid in September, and for
the vessels 543 and 544 laid in November 2020.
The first vessel is due during 2021, the second and
the third in 2022 and the fourth vessel in 2023
respectively.

During 2015, two successful firing events confirmed the beginning of the Croatian
overhaul of RBS-15B anti-ship missiles. In the following years a number of over-
hauled extended-life missiles were returned to the Croatian Navy for operational
use, and during 2019 five missiles ready for extended life were tested.

In mid-October 2016, two modern autonomous Remus 100 underwater vehicles
were delivered to the Croatian Navy as a donation from the United States within
the Foreign Military Financing (FMF). The Remus vehicles are configured for coastal
surveys and are optimised to search large areas of shallow waters (up to 100 m);
they need scarse support. The vehicles were produced in 2016 and are the state-
of-the-art model.

In 2019 the technical specification documents for
the project of modernisation of the “Cetina” landing
craft- minelayer DBM-81 Cetina were concluded.
During the last quarter of 2019, the first round of
the public procurement was completed. In Novem-
ber 2020 two VHB-M46 speed interceptor boats
were procured under the agreement on the procure-
ment of two marine fisheries surveillance vessels
for tasks within the Ministry of Defence responsibil-
ity concluded in July 2019 between the Ministry of
Defence and the Ministry of Agriculture were deliv-
ered to the Croatian Navy. The boats were financed
from the European Union (70%), and from the Min-
istry of Agriculture funds.

In November 2014, the Croatian Air Force and Air
Defence received in new two-seater Air Tractor
AT-802 Fire Boss firefighter aircraft intended for
training. The focus of the Croatian Air Force and Air
Defence was placed on procurement, overhaul and
upgrade of five MiG-21 aircraft and the overhaul
and upgrade of the existing seven MiG-21 aircraft.
The Ministry of Defence signed a contract with the

ehs
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o nabavi viSenamjenskoga borbenog aviona.® Novi
proces nabave pokrenut je 4. srpnja 2019, kad je
Vlada Republike Hrvatske donijela Odluku o osni-
vanju Meduresornog povjerenstva koje je u sije¢nju
2020. uputilo Zahtjev za ponudu (RFP) prema sedam
potencijalnih ponuditelja.8! Dana 11. studenog 2020.
zavrsio je proces validacije i po€eo proces evaluacije
pristiglih ponuda. Najbolju i kona¢nu ponudu (BAFO)
dostavio je SAD za novi avion F-16 Block 70 i rabljeni
izraelski avion F-16 Block 30; Francuska za rabljeni
avion Rafale, te Svedska za novi avion JAS-39 C/D
Gripen.®2 Odluka o odabiru ponuditelja trebala bi biti
donesena tijekom 2021. godine.

0d 2013.do 2017. remontirano je 12 visenamjenskih helikoptera Mi-8MTV-1 i Mi-8T.
Remont je u suradnji s Ukrspecexportom®? ili samostalno®* proveo Zrakoplovno-
-tehnicki centar d. d. (ZTC). Sa ZTC-om je 2017. potpisan i ugovor o remontu deset
viSenamjenskih helikoptera Mi-171Sh. Inozemni partner u provedbi remonta bila je
ruska tvrtka Russian Helicopters, koja je pruzala tehni¢ku podrsku. Zavrsetak remonta
sluzbeno je obiljeZen predstavljanjem helikoptera 23. rujna 2019.85

U listopadu 2018. objavljeno je kako Vlada SAD-
a donira Hrvatskoj dva visenamjenska helikoptera
UH-60M Black Hawk. Donacija je jedan od prvih
koraka u procesu zamjene helikoptera ruskog podri-
jetla onima zapadnog podrijetla.®é Viada RH donijela
je 2019. godine odluku o nabavi, tj. kupnji jo$ dvaju
helikoptera. Cjelokupni paket opremanja podrazu-
mijeva pripadajucu opremu i dijelove, obuku pilota i
zemaljskog osoblja te integralnu logisticku podrsku.
Obuka osoblja planirana je za 2021, a isporuka opre-
me iz paketa integralne logisticke potpore pocet ¢e
potkraj 2021. i nastavit ¢e se tijekom 2022, kad ¢e
biti isporu€ena sva Cetiri helikoptera.8?

Donacijom SAD-a realiziran je projekt nabave 16
izvidnicko-jurisnih helikoptera OH-58D Kiowa Warrior
za HRZ. Hrvatski je stru¢ni tim u studenom 2015.
proveo detaljan tehnicki pregled helikoptera te ostale
imovine koja je bila predmet ponude Viade SAD-a.
Ugovor je potpisan u veljaci 2016, a 30. srpnja te
godine u Zemunik je stiglo prvih pet helikoptera, tri
simulatora, naoruZanje i ostala pripadajuca oprema.
Cjelokupna eskadrita“predstavljemasje 8. prosinca.
Rijec je o helikopterima koji su proizvedeni u razdoblju
0d 2010. do 2012, a u operativnu uporabu uvedeni su
izmedu 2012.i2015. godine. U sastav HRZ-a i PZ0-a
usli su sa standardnim kompletom naoruzanja, optic-
ko-elektronickim senzorima, radiokomunikacijskom i
navigacijskom opremom te odgovaraju¢om koli¢inom
ubojnih sredstava (streljivo 12,7 mm, Skolske nevode-
ne rakete 70 mm (Hydra) te vjeZzbovne vodene rakete
114-AGM Hellfire) 88 89 MORH je u travnju 2020.
objavio da je americki partner u Hrvatsku isporucio
najmocnije naoruZanje Kiowa: AGM-114R Romeo,
najmoderniju i viSenamjensku inacicu poznatih pro-
jektila zrak-zemlja Hellfire.%®

U srpnju 2019. sluzbeno je predstavljen besposadni
zrakoplovni sustav Orbiteri3B izraelske proizvodnje,
koji se sastoji od lansirne rampe, Sest besposadnih
letjelica te popratne logistike. Dolet mu je 150 ki-
lometara, a u zraku moZe biti Sest sati. Sustavom
upravljaju pripadnici Sredista za besposadne zrako-
plovne sustave Obavjestajne pukovnije GS OSRH, a
primarne su mu zadace nadzor i kontrola ribarstva
za potrebe Ministarstva paljoprivrede u omjeru up
rabe 60 posto. Hrvatska vojska koristi ga u omjeru
40 posto i to za potporu civilnim institucijama, kao i
prilikom zadaca zastite i spasavanja na moru, zastite

80) Godi3nje izvjeS¢e o obrani za 2019., Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 3. rujna 2019, str. 84.

81) Isto, str. 85.

82) https://www.morh.hr/proces-nabave-visenamjenskog-borbenog-aviona/ (Pregledano 26. sije¢nja 2021.)
83) https://www.morh.hr/hrz-i-pzo-u-izvrsena-primopredaja-remontiranih-helikoptera/ (Pregledano 22. sijecnja 2021.)

84) http://www.ztc-atc.hr/hr/prvi-samostalni-remont-helikoptera (Pregledano 22. sijecnja 2021.)

85) Ravli¢, Doris: HRZ ponovno posjeduje kompletnu flotu helikoptera Mi-171Sh, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 588, 4. listopada 2019., str. 14. - 15.
86) Godisnje izvjeS¢e o obrani za 2018. godinu, Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 23. svibnja 2019, str. 26.

87) Godi3nje izvjeS¢e o obrani za 2019., Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 3. rujna 2019, str. 66.

88) Pintari¢, Vesna: Prezentacija helikoptera OH-58D Kiowa Warrior, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 506, 12. kolovoza 2016., str. 8. - 9.

89) Kostanjsak, Petra: Eskadrila helikoptera kompletirana s OH-58D Kiowa Warrior, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 515, 16. prosinca 2016., str. 8. - 9.
90) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Romeo u Hrvatskom ratnom zrakoplovstvu, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 603, 1. svibnja 2020, str. 34. - 41.
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Ukrainian company Ukrspecexport on 9 July 2013.
The prepared Fighter Aircraft Squadron was dis-
played on 22 July 2015.

In 2017, a procedure for procurement of a new
multi-role fighter aircraft model was initiated, and
at its session of 29 March 2018 the Government
of the Republic of Croatia adopted a Decision ac-
cepting the Israeli offer of twelve F-16 C/D Barak
aircraft as thesbest'and fimatoffer. However, in Jan-
uary 2019, the State of Israel officially informed
the Republic of Croatia of its inability to obtain the
required approval from the United States for the
delivery / transfer of the aircraft in the configura-
tion defined|in the offer. Consenquently, on 14 Jan-
uary 2019 the Croatian Government repealed the
Decision on the Procurement of a Multi-Purpose
Fighter Aircraft. The new” procurement process
was open on 4 July 2019, when the Government
adopted the Decisigi on the Establishment of the
Interdepartmental’Board, which in January 2020
addressed a Réquest for Proposal (RFP) to seven
potential bidders. On 11 November 2020 the vali-
dation was completed and the bid evaluation com-
menced.

The best and final offers (BAFO) came from the
United States (the new F-16 Block 70 aircraft)
and the used Israeli F-16 Block 30 aircraft), from

France (used Rafale aircraft) and from Sweden for/

a new JAS-39 C / D Gripen aircraft. The selectet
offer will be made public in the course of 2024
The overhaul of 12 Mi-8MTV-1 and Mi-8F muilti-
rolé Relicopters was condticted from 2073 through
2017, in co-operation with the Ukrspecexport or
autonomously by the Aeronautical Technical Centre.
The Ministry of Defence signed a contract with the
Aeronautical Technical Centre on the overhaul of
ten Mi-171 Sh helicopters. The foreign partner was
the company Russian Helicopters, which provided
technical support. The completion of the overhaul
was officially marked with the display of the heli-
copters on 23 September 2019.

October 2018 saw the announcement of the U.S.
government donating two multi-role UH-60 M
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Black Hawk helicopters to Croatia. The donation
constituted one of the first steps towards the re-
placement of the helicopters of the east origin with
western models. The Government of the Republic of
Croatia in 2019 decided on acquisition of two more
helicopters. The overall equipment package com-
prises the equipment, spare parts, pilot and ground
personnel training and the overall logistic support.
The training of the personnel was planned to com-
mence in 2021, and the delivery of the equipment
from the integral logistic support package is due in
late 2021 and during 2022, along with the delivery
of all four helicopters.

The U.S. donation enabled the acquisition of 16 OH-58D Kiowa Warrior armed re-
connaissance helicopters for the Croatian Air Force. In November 2015 the Croa-
tian expert team conducted a detailed technical inspection of helicopters and other
property contained in the U.S. offer. The contract was signed in February 2016, and
the first five helicopters, three simulators, weapons and other related equipment
were delivered to the Croatian Air Force base at Zemunik on 30 July. The overall
Squadron of helicopters, manufactured in the period 2070 — 2012, was displayed on
8 December and was introduced into operational service from 2012 through 2015.
They were introduced into the Croatian Air Force and Air Defence with a standard
package of weapons, optical-electronic sensors, radio communication and naviga-
tion equipment and the ammunition (12.7-mm ammunition, the Hydra 70-mm un-
guided rockets and 114- AGM Hellfire air-to-surface missiles).

In April 2020 the Ministry of Defence reported that
the U.S. partner delivered the Kiowa helicopters most
powerful weapons to Croatia - the AGM-114R Ro-
meo, the state-of-the-art Hellfire multi-purpose air-
to-ground missiles.

In July 2019, the Israeli-made Orbiter 3B UAV system
was officially displayed, consisting of a launch pad,
six unmanned aerial vehicles and accompanying lo-
gistics. Its range is 150 km, and can be in the air for
six hours. The system is managed by members of the
Unmanned Aerial Systems Centre of the Intelligence
Regiment of the General Staff of the Croatian Armed
Forces, and its primary tasks are the supervision and
control of fisheries for the needs of the Ministry of
Agriculture in a ratio of 60 percent.
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od poZara i sl. MoZe se koristiti i tijekom kriznih situacija te nadzora drZavne granice.®?
SrediSte za besposadne zrakoplovne sustave raspolaZe i izvidnickom minibespilotnom
letjelicom Skylark 1 te s pet struktura za $kolsku bespilotnu letjelicu Bojnik i VX Il (SKBL).22
Zadnijih se godina “klasi¢nom” opremanju naoruZanjem i vojnom opremom sve vise pridru-
Zuje i opremanje komunikacijsko-informacijskim sustavima (KIS) koji pridonose razvoju
kiberneticke obrane OSRH, ali i mnogih drugih sposobnosti potrebnih na svim razinama,
od vojnika na bojisnici do zapovjednika u Glavnom stoZeru, od taktickih radiokomunika-
cijskih sustava do najsloZenijih racunalnih mreZa, sredista i servisa.®®

Bududi projekti opremanja i modernizacije OruZzanih snaga bit ¢e definirani u novom
Dugoro¢nom planu razvoja OSRH, koji je u izradi.®*

Do R i R taay U R LR

FOTO: TOMISLAV BRANDT

259

The Croatian Army uses it at 40% in support to civilian institutions and for protection
and rescue at sea, for fire protection, etc. It can also be used during crisis situations and
for state border control. The Unmanned Aerial Systems Centre also has a mini Skylark 1
reconnaissance UAV and five structures for the training UAVs Bojnik and VX II.

In recent years, the “classic” equipping with weapons and military equipment has been
increasingly complemented with communication and information systems (CIS) that
contribute to the development of cyber defence capabilities but also of other capabilities
of the Croatian Armed Forces required at all levels, from deployed soldiers to the General
Staff level, from tactical radiocommunication systems to the most complex computer
networks, centres and services.

The future equipping and modernisation projects for the needs of the Croatian Armed
Forces will be set out in the next Long-term Development Plan of the Croatian Armed
Forces, which is currently being drafted.

91) https://www.morh.hr/predstavljen-besposadni-zrakoplovni-sustav-orbiter-3/ (Pregledano 26. sijecnja 2021.)

92) Puljizevi¢, Lada: Srediste za besposadne zrakoplovne sustave, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 612, 7. rujna 2020., str. 20. - 23.

93) Godi3nje izvjeSce o obrani za 2019., Vlada Republike Hrvatske, Zagreb, 3. rujna 2019,, str. 154.

94) S. G.: Obueni, motivirani i obrazovani vojnici temelj su daljnjeg razvoja Hrvatske vojske, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 610, 10. kolovoza 2020.,
str.4.-7.
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Zemlja koja je prosla obrambeni rat i pobijedila u
njemu unato¢ embargu na uvoz naoruzanja najbolje
je spoznala koliko je vazno imati Sto razvijeniju i
kvalitetniju nacionalnu obrambenu industriju. Ta se
vaznost naglasava i u danasnjem, mirnodopskom
razdoblju. Obrambena industrija krucijalna je u stva-
ranju materijalne osnovice drZave za obranu od svih
oblika ugroza, a posebice za njezinu pripremljenost
za ratnu — obrambenu proizvodnju (proizvodnju u
vrijeme antropogene i/ili prirodne ugroze), stvaranje
stratekih robnih zaliha te kao osnovica za izobrazbu
tehnickih kadrova (proizvodnja, logistika, odrZavanje)
za potrebe obrane.

Obrambena industrija ima veliku ulogu i u podru¢ju gospodarske obrane jer umanjuje
ovisnost drzave o nabavi klju¢nih sredstava, robe i opreme u vrijeme neposrednih
ugroza i same ugroze drzave, pogotovo ugroza Sirih razmjera kao 3to su regionalne i
svjetske ugroze (regionalni sukobi, epidemije i dr.). VaZna je, medutim, i za cjelokupno
gospodarstvo i industriju. Razvija specifi¢ne i napredne tehnologije koje su primjenjive
i u civilnom sektoru, otvara radna mjesta te izvozom pridonosi hrvatskom drZzavnom

proracunu.

Unato¢ tomu $to su u Hrvatskoj odavno razvijeni
neki oruzni sustavi koji su i danas u uporabi u cijelom
svijetu, primjerice torpedo, ne moZe se reci da je u
nasoj zemlji u sastavu biv3e Jugoslavije pocetkom
rata postojala razvijena obrambena industrija, pa ¢ak
ni u odnosu na ostale republike. Od 56 poduzeca sa
70 tisu¢a zaposlenih, u Srbiji je bilo locirano 40 posto
potencijala tog sektora, a 35 posto u Bosni i Herce-
govini.®s Hrvatska je imala primat u brodogradevnom
sektoru, a poceci moderne vojne brodogradnje u Hr-
vatskoj seZu jos u 1725. godinu.®®

Pocetak Domovinskog rata bio je, silom prilika, svo-
jevrstan zamasnjak za razvoj hrvatske obrambene

industrije. Trebalo je Sto viSe iskoristiti dostupne
kapacitete i sredstva, unaprijediti ih i razviti njihov
ucinak te pronaci odredena inovativna rjesenja koja
bi bila najiskoristivija u tadasnjim uvjetima rata i
potreba nasih OruZanih snaga na bojistima. Na tim
je osnovama postupno pocela rasti suvremena hr-
vatska vojna industrija. Brajna su domaca trgovacka
drustva prilagodila proizvodnju ratnim potrebama te
pronalazila rjeSenja koja su bila inovativna i primjenji-
va u ratu. Tijekom rata usvojena je relevantna vojna
proizvodnja koja se nije temeljila samo na proizvodniji
po licenciji nego i na vrlo zapaZenim vlastitim projek-
tima. Hrvatska vojna.industrija nakon rata postupno
se pocela prilagodivati novim uvjetima i planovima
razvoja~Oruzanifsnaga RH. Danas takoder uvelike
pridonosi opremanju i modernizaciji OSRH, posebno
kad je rije¢ o osobnom naoruzanju i opremi vojnika.
No, postoje i projekti koji se odnose na sloZenije su-
stave, kao 3to je borbeno oklopno vozilo (suradnja s
tvrtkom Puro Dakovi¢ Specijalna vozila d. d.) i obalni
ophodni brod (suradnja s tvrtkom Brodosplit d. d.).

Nakon ukidanja UN-ova embarga hrvatska obrambe-
na industrija pocela je ostvarivati i izvozne uspjehe.
Referencije koje joj daju MORH i OruZane snage RH
iznimno su vaZne, a dodatno su doSle do izrazaja
kad su hrvatski vojnici poceli sudjelovati u meduna-
rodnim vojnim i mirovnim misijama, operacijama i
vjezbama. MoZda je najbolji primjer mali pogon u
0zlju, gdje je 1991. nastao PHP (prvi hrvatski pistolj).
Tvrtka koja ga je proizvela danas se zove HS produkt
d. 0. 0.97 Prve je referencije stekla proizvodnjom sluz-
benog pistolja za Hrvatsku vojsku, a u meduvremenu
su njezini modeli pet puta proglasavani pistoljima
godine u SAD-u. Iznimno uspjeSnim pokazao se i
razvoj te proizvodnja puske VHS koja takoder ciny”
temeljno-naoruzanje hrvatskih vojnika-i-policajaca,
ali je isto tako ostvarila zapaZene izvozne rezultate.
0d 2001. pa do sredine 2020. godine HS Produkt d.
0. 0. prodao je vise od pet milijuna pistolja i oko sto

95) Gjenero, Davor: Raspad srbijanske vojne industrije, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 13, 5. lipnja 1992, str. 26. -27.

96) http://www.aalan.hr/uvodnik-uprave-drzavne-agencije-alan (Pregledano 26. travnja 2021.)

97) http://www.mup.hr/main.aspx?id=150280 (Pregledano 3. prosinca 2015.)
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CROATIAN DEFENCE INDUSTRY

A country that went through and won a defensive
war in spite of the arms embargo was fully aware
of the importance of competent national defence
industry. This importance is highlighted the peace
time today too.

The defence industry is essential for creating the
country’s material ‘basis for defence against all
forms of threats, and especially for its readiness for
defence production in the event of man-made and/
or natural threats), creation of public stockholding
and as a basis for training of technical staff (pro-
duction, logistics, maintenance) for defence pur-
poses.

The defence industry is important for economic de-
fence as it reduces the dependence in the procure-
ment of key assets, goods and equipment in times
of imminent threats, especiallysegional and global-
scale threats (regional con fJicts, epidemics, etc.). It
has an important role for- e overall state economy
and industry. ’
It develops speoﬁc--’nd advanced technologies that
are appllcable'_l-"'the civilian sector too. It creates
jobs and conptfibutes to the Croatian state budget
through exports.

Despite the fact that some weapons systems de-
vised in Croatia far earlier are still in use worldwide
(such as torpedo), Croatia had no strong defence
industry compared to other constituent republics —

40 % of 56 companies with over 70,000 employees /

were located in Serbia and 35% companies Were
located in Bosnia and Herzegovina respectwely
Croatia had been a leader in the shmbuﬂdmgmdus—
try,and-modern-military shipbuildingtraditfon dates
back to 1725.

The outbreak of the Homeland War was a driv-
ing force for the development of the Croatian de-
fence industry. The imperative was to maximise
the use the available capacities and resources,
improve them and enhance their effect and to pro-
cure innovative solutions most useful in the war
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conditions and for the needs of the Croatian Army
across the battlefields. These were the founda-
tions of the modern Croatian military industry. Nu-
merous companies adapted their business to the
war needs and procured innovative solutions ap-
plicable in war. Relevant military production that
started during the war was based not only on li-
cence production but also on outstanding projects
of the domestic industry.

After the war the Croatian military industry gradually adapted to the new situa-
tion and the development plans of the Croatian Armed Forces. It has contributed
significantly to the equipment and modernisation of the Croatian Armed Forces,
particularly with small arms and equipment. However, projects involving more com-
plex systems have also been launched, such as a combat armoured vehicle (in co-
operation with the company Puro Dakovi¢ Special Vehicles) and the inshore patrol
boat (in co-operation with the company Brodosplit).

After the UN embargo was lifted the Croatian de-
fence industry achieved success exports. The ref-
erences received from the Ministry of Defence
and the Croatian Armed Forces were valuable, and
gained more importance since Croatian soldiers
joined the international peace missions, operations
and exercises. The best example may be a small
plant in Ozalj, where the first Croatian pistol (PHP)
was designed. The manufacturer is today named
HS produkt. It received its first references produc-
ing the official pistol for the Croatian Armed Forces,
and in the meantime its models were recognised
the best pistols of the year in the United States.

The development and production of the VHS rifle,
which is also the basic weapon used by Croatian
soldiers and police officers, proved highly success-
ful, and also achieved notable export success. From
2001 to mid-2020 the HS Produkt sold more than 5
mil pistols and about 100,000 rifles. A similar suc-
cess story is the Sestan-Busch helmet manufactur-
ing firm, established during the Homeland War. The
firm delivered its first 1,000 helmets to the Croatian
Army, and by the end of 2020 it developed a range of
35 various models, earning the trust of institutions in
over 70 countries and delivering 2.5 million helmets.
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tisuca pusaka.?® Sli¢na se prica vezuje uz tvornicu
kaciga Sestan-Busch d. 0. 0., ¢ije se utemeljenje veZe
uz Domovinski rat. Prvih je 1000 kaciga isporucila
Hrvatskoj vojsci, a do kraja 2020. razvila je paletu
od 35 razli¢itih modela, dobila povjerenje institucija
uvise od 70 zemalja i isporucila 2,5 milijuna kaciga.®®
Treba istaknuti i tvrtku ATIR d. o. 0. iz Zagreba, koja
je razvila i sukcesivno isporucuje za potrebe OSRH
granatu 40 x 46 mm za podcijevni i ru¢ni bacac
granata 40 mm. Tvrtka znatne koli¢ine navedene
granate izvozi na medunarodno trziste. Osim toga,
uspjesno za potrebe OSRH proizvodi i isporucuje
vjezbovpa_ ubojna sredstva (upaljace za vjeZbovne
ru¢ne bombe i mine, topnicke udare, dimne uloske za
protupjesacke i protutenkovske mine i sl.).

Uz referencije OSRH i potrebnu kvalitetu, dodatni su poticaj hrvatskim proizvodac¢ima
dale euroatlantske integracije. Biti proizvodac iz ¢lanice NATO-a i EU-a samo je po
sebi znak visokih standarda, kvalitete i trZiSnih pravila, a omogucuje i lakSe funkcio-
niranje na trzistima ¢lanica. Primjerice, nedugo nakon ulaska u NATO, Hrvatska je J.
srpnja 2009. postala ¢lanica NATO-ove Organizacije za nabavu i odrZzavanje (NATO
Maintenance and Supply Organization - NAMSO) i njezina izvrSnog dijela, Agencije
za nabavu i odrZavanje (NATO Maintenance and Supply Agency — NAMSA), koje, medu
ostalim, uskladuju i pojednostavnjuju ugovaranje i provedbu poslova iz podru¢ja
obrambene industrije.'®® Tvrtka INsig2 d. 6. 0, koja se bavi osmisljavanjem i primjenom
sofisticiranih rjeSenja integrirane korporativne sigurnosti, postala je krajem 2010.
prva iz Hrvatske koja je dobila posao na NATO-ovu natjecaju i informaticki opremila
bazu Saveza u Napulju.1®?

Ulazak u Europsku uniju omogucuje hrvatskim tvrtka-
ma pristup fondovima za projekte tzv. dvojne namjene,
i to preko Europske obrambene agencije (Europedn
Defence Agency — EDA)'°2 te posredstvom Miniétar—
stva gospodarstva i odrzivog razvoja te MiniStarstva
znanosti i obrazovanja. Dionici sektoras6brambene
industrijeti=perspekivie20d==-2020. prijavili su i
ostvarili mogu¢nost potpore u iznosu od 522 milijuna
kuna za 42 projekta na temelju donesenih odluka o

MODERNISATION AND EQUIPMENT OF
THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES AND
CROATIAN DEFENCE INDUSTRY

An important equipment supplier is the company
ATIR from Zagreb, which developed and has suc-
cessively supplied the 40 x 46- mm grenades for
the needs of the Croatian Armed Forces and the
40-mm under-barrel and hand grenade launchers.
The company exports significant quantities of the
grenades to the international market. It also suc-
cessfully produces and supplies drill ammunitions
(fuses for drill grenades and mines, gunfire shock
simulators, smoke charges for anti-personnel and
anti-tank mines, etc.) for the needs of the Croatian
Armed Forces.

In addition to the reference gained as Croatian
Armed Forces supplier and the demonstrated
quality, the Croatian manufacturers also benefit-
ted from integration into NATO and the EU. The
status of manufacturer from a NATO/EU member
state implies high standards, quality and market
rules, and it also facilitates business in the mem-
ber nations markets.

Shortly after becoming NATO myem'ber, on 1 July
2009 Croatia joined NATO ygMaintenance and
Supply Organization (NAMSO) and its executive
body, the NATO Maintena&nce and Supply Agency
(NAMSA) too, which hdrmonise and facilitate the
implementation of/deals in the domain of de-
fence industry.

Inlate 2010 the INsig2, a company designing and
implementing sophisticated integrated corporate
security solutions was the first Croatian company
to win a NATO tender contract for services to
NATO base in Naples.

The EU membership ensured Croatian compa-
nies the access to funds for so-called dual-use
projects through the European Defence Agency”
(EDA), threugh-the-Ministry of Economy-and-Sus-
tainable Development and the Ministry of Sci-
ence and Education.

98) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Jaki i u svjetskoj krizi, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 609, 27. srpnja 2020., str. 34. - 39.

99) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Na3a nova kaciga zaustavljat ¢e metak iz juriSne puske, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 614, 5. listopada 2020, str. 32. - 37.
100) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: NAMSA - NATO-ova agencija za nabavu i odrZavanje, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 251/252, 31. srpnja 2009., str. 10. -11.
101) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: INsig2 - prva na NATO trZiStu, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 329, 28. sije¢nja 2011., str. 12. -13.
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Glavno naoruzanje helikoptera OH-58D
Kiowa Warrior projektili su Hydra i Hellfire

The main armaments fitted on OH-58D Kiowa Warrior
helicopters are Hydra rockets and Hellfire missiles

FOTO: MLADEN COBANOVIC
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Obucni sustav MILES 2000 baziran na laserima temeljno je sredstvo potpore u
obuci hrvatskih i partnerskih postrojbi na poligonu "Eugen Kvaternik"

The MILES 2000 laser-based training system is the main support asset in the
training of the Croatian and partner units in the training range “Eugen Kvaternik*

e6'l

sufinanciranju u okviru natjecaja za istrazivanje, razvoj
i inovacije.’®® Nadalje, Republika Hrvatska ¢lanica je
EU-ove Stalne strukturirane suradnje (Permanent
Structured Cooperation — PESCO), predvidene Ugo-
vorom o Europskoj uniji i uspostavljene 11. prosinca
2017. godine. PESCO zainteresiranim ¢lanicama EU-a
omogucuje jacanje obrambene suradnje i zajednickog
razvoja obrambenih sposobnosti.1®4
Osjetljivo podrucjekao=sto je proizvodnja i trgovina
vojnom opremom i naoruZanjem ima svoje posebno-
sti. Proizvodaci su subjekti od posebnog interesa, s
velikom odgovornos¢u i obvezama, ali i pravima, te bi
drzava s njima trebala graditi specificne partnerske
odnose.'®® Velik udio u tim odnosima ima drZavna
Agencija Alan d. 0. o. Predsjednik Skupstine Agencije
je ministar obrane RH, a ¢lanovi Skupstine ministar
unutarnjih poslova, ministar vanjskih i europskih po-
slova, ministar financija i ministar gospodarstva i
odrZivog razvoja.'®® Aktivnosti Agencije jesu uvoz i
izvoz naoruzanja i vojne_opreme. za potrebe OSRH
i MUP-a, prodaja neperspektivnog naoruzanja i voj-
ne opreme za potrebe OSRH i MUP-a, izdavanje
prethodne suglasnosti za proizvodnju naoruzanja
i vojne opreme za potrebe izvoza, uz konzultaciju
s Ministarstvom obrane, Ministarstvom vanjskih i
europskih poslova i Ministarstvom gospodarstva i
odrZivog razvoja, sklapanje ugovora o proizvodnji
naoruzanja i vojne opreme za potrebe izvoza, uvoz i
izvoz naoruzanja i vojne opreme u komercijalne svrhe,
marketing i istraZivanje inozemnih trZista radi izvoza
naoruzanja i vojne opreme, konzalting i posredovanj
U podrucju proizvodnje T prometa naoruzanja i vojne
opreme te logisticke usluge, opskrba, odrZzavanje,
transport, posredovanje i carinsko otpremnistvo.'??

102) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: MORH, EDA i fondovi Europske unije, Hrvatski vojnik, br.
477, 3. srpnja 2015, str. 14. -15.

103) Vlahovi¢, Domagoj: Nasa obrambena industrija opet ¢e iznenaditi Europu,
Hrvatski vojnik, br. 622, 25. sije¢nja 2021, str. 22. -29.

104) Gali¢, Mario: Europska korveta, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 615, 19. listopada 2020.,
str. 44. -51.

105) Strateske smjernice za razvoj obrambene industrije RH 2013-2020, draft,
str. 1, preuzeto 3. prosinca 2015. s http://www.aik-invest.hr/wp-content/up-
loads/2013/12/0Obrambene-industrija-Strateske-smjernice.pdf

106) http://www.aalan.hr/ustroj-agencije-alan (Pregledano 26. travnja 2021.)

107) http://www.aalan.hr/aktivnosti-agencije-alan (Pregledano 27. sije¢nja 2021.)
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Within the 2014-2020 Framework Programme the
stakeholders from the defence industry sector ap-
plied for and obtained support for 42 projects worth
522 mil HRK, based on the decisions on co-funding
the research and innovation projects.

Croatia also joined the EU Permanent Structured
Co-operation (PESCO), previewed in the Treaty on
European Union and established on 11 December
2017. PESCOgerables the-irterested EU members
to strengthen defence co-operation and shared de-
velopment of defence capabilities.

The sensitive domain of weapons, military equip-
ment production and trade has specificities. Manu-
facturers are entities of particular interest, with high
responsibility, obligations and rights, and the state
should nurture specific partnerShips with them. The
state agency Alan has an jmportant role in the do-
main. The President of ghe Agency Assembly is the
Minister of Defence,of the Republic of Croatia, and
the Assembly mepfibers include the Minister of the
Interior, the Mifiister of Foreign and European Af-
fairs, the Mifister of Finance and the Minister of
Economy and Sustainable Development.

The Agency’s activities include import and export
of weapons and military equipment and the sale
of excess weapons and military equipment for the
needs of the Croatian Armed Forces and the Min-
istry of the Interior, issuance of consent for the/
production of weapons and military equipment fér
export, in consultation with the Ministry of Defénce,
the Ministry of Foreign and European Affairs and
the MiATstry of EConomy ‘and Sustainable Develop-
ment, concluding contracts on the production of
weapons and military equipment for export, import
and export of weapons and military equipment for
commercial purposes, marketing and research of
foreign markets for the purpose of export of weap-
ons and military equipment, consulting services and
mediation in the domain of production and trade of
weapons and military equipment, logistics services,
supply, maintenance, transport, mediation and for-
warding services.

The Croatian Chamber of Economy comprises the

30 YEARS OF THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES

MODERNISATION AND EQUIPMENT OF
THE CROATIAN ARMED FORCES AND
CROATIAN DEFENCE INDUSTRY

Association of Arms and Equipment Producers,
within the Processing Industry Department of the
Industry Sector. It brings together an array of man-
ufacturers specialised in producing equipment and
arms intended for armed forces and the police, and
is tasked with the joint ventures and participation in
the drafting of regulations pertaining to the respec-
tive branch of industry.

The defence industry competitiveness cluster was formally established on 6 May
2013 as a non-profit association and registered as the Croatian Defence Industry
competitiveness Cluster. It is a formal association of all stakeholders (primarily the
industry), whose activities and activities support the defence and security system
of the Republic of Croatia, but also of the European Union. The establishment of
the Cluster enabled the networking of the public, private and research sector (Triple
Helix), aimed at preparing and implementing research and development and innova-
tion projects of the defence and security industry of the Republic of Croatia, which
indirectly enhances the competitiveness of the Croatian economy.

According to analyses, in 2018 the Croatian de-
fence industry exports amounted to EUR 135
mil. However, the figure comprises some forty
companies associated with a methodology that
relies on the number of export licences issued,
so the amounts may be far higher.

According to the Chairman of the Croatian
Defence Industry competitiveness Cluster “de-
fence” is a broader term than “military”. It com-
prises military, but also civilian and economic
activities implemented in close co-operation
with all stakeholders of security structure. Any
material and technical means, product, service,
computer software, drinks and food usable for
defence and security purposes and manufac-
tured in accordance with the specific technical
standards can be categorised as defence items,
and their manufacturer as part of defence in-
dustry.

It is therefore not easy to determine the number
of companies and of research and education in-
stitutions that can also be considered parts of
the defence industry. The latest catalogue of
the Croatian defence industry, published regu-
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U Hrvatskoj gospodarskoj komori djeluje Zajedni-
ca proizvodaca sredstava za posebne namjene i to
unutar Odjela preradivacke industrije Sektora za in-
dustriju HGK. Okuplja niz proizvodnih organizacija
specijaliziranih za proizvodnju sredstava i opreme
za oruZane i policijske snage sa zada¢om objedi-
njenog zajednickog nastupa na stranim trzistima te
sudjelovanja u pripremi propisa koji se ticu te grane
industrije u ¢ijem kreiranju sudjeluju ¢lanice HGK.198

Klaster obrambene industrije formalno je osnovan 6. svibnja 2013. u obliku neprofitne
udruge te je registriran pod nazivom Hrvatski klaster konkurentnosti obrambene indu-
strije (HKKOI). Rijec je o formalnom udruZenju svih dionika (primarno industrijskih), koji
svojim aktivnostima i djelatnostima daju podrsku obrambeno-sigurnosnom sustavu
Republike Hrvatske, ali i EU-a. Uspostava Klastera omogucila je umreZavanje javnog,
privatnog i znanstveno-istraZivackog sektora (Triple Helix) u cilju pripreme i provedbe
istraZivacko-razvojnih i inovacijskih projekata obrambeno-sigurnosne industrije RH,
a Sto posredno vodi do jacanja konkurentnosti gospodarstva RH.19°

Prema odredenim analizama, u ukupnom izvozu
na razini RH obrambena industrija izvezla je 2018.
godine robe u vrijednosti oko 135 milijuna eura.*®
Medutim, to ostvaruje Cetrdesetak tvrtki povezanih s
metodologijom koja se oslanja na broj izdanih izvo-
znih dozvola pa iznosi mogu biti i puno veci. Prema
navodima predsjednika HKKOI-ja, “obrana” je puno
Siri pojam od “vojnog”. Ona je skup vojnih, ali i civilnih
te gospodarskih aktivnosti koje se provode u uskoj
suradnji svih aktera sigurnosne strukture. U tom se
smislu svako materijalno-tehnicko sredstvo, proizvod,
usluga, racunalni program, pice i hrana, koji se mogu
koristiti u svrhu obrane i sigurnosti te su proizvedeni
u skladu sa specificnim tehni¢kim standardima mogu
smatrati obrambenim, a njihov proizvodac spada u
obrambenu industriju.*™

Dakle, tesko je definirati broj tvrtki, ali i znanstvenih,
istraZivackih i obrazovnih institucija koje se tako-

der mogu smatrati dijelom obrambene industrije.
U zadnjem katalogu hrvatske obrambene industrije,
koji redovito izdaje Odjel hrvatskih vojnih glasila i
izdavastva MORH-a, zastupljeno je 55 subjekata.'?

|ZLOZBE | SAJMOVI VOJNE
INDUSTRIJE U HRVATSKOJ

Mimohod Hrvatske vojske odrzan 30. svibnja 1995.
uoci VRO Oluja prvi je put javno prikazao njezine
sposobnosti. Bio je, medutim, i prva javna demon-
stracija proizvoda mlade hrvatske obrambene indu-
strije kojima su postroji u velikoj mjeri bili opremlje-
ni=Veé-iduéeg-darma ti su se proizvodi mogli vidjeti
na Zagrebackom velesajmu, gdje je od 31. svibnja
do 3. lipnja odrzan medunarodni sajam sredstava
za zasStitu osoba i objekata, protupoZarnu zastitu i
obranu Interprotex ‘95. Jedna je od sedam njegovih
izloZbi bila ona vojne tehnike i opreme na kojoj je
prikazan i najve¢i dio tadasnjih proizvoda hrvatske
vojne industrije. Organiziralo ju je drzavno poduzece
RH-ALAN, a velik broj tadasnjih istaknutih domacih
izlagaca postoji i danas. Bilo je tu ve¢ operativnih
(mnogi su i danas), ali'i prototipnih sustava koji ka-
snije nisu zaZivjeli, ali posluZili su kao korak u razvoju.
Prema tadasnjim izvje3¢ima, najvise je pozornosti
privukao prototip tenka M-95 Degman, standardni
tenk Hrvatske vojske M-84A, PZO sustav STRIJELA
10-CRO, motrilacko-akvizicijski radar MAR M 93,
pokretni obalni lanser MOL, samohodni viSecijevni
lanser raketa Tajfun, haubica D-30 HR M94, lako
oklopno vozilo LOV-RAK s ugradenim VLR-om, tre-
nazeri za protuoklopne sustave Fagot i Maljutka te
jurisna puska APS 95 i pistolj HS.''3 Izlozba je bila”

organizirana uvrijeme embarga i,vezano uz izlagaCe,
nije imala medunarodni karakter. Bila je, medutim,

108) https://www.hgk.hr/odjel-industriju/o-zajednici-proizvodaca-sredstava-za-posebne-namjene (Pregledano 27. sijecnja 2021.)

109) https://hkkoi.hr/index.php/o-nama/ (Pregledano 27. sije¢nja 2021.)

110) https://izvoz.gov.hr/vijesti/hrvatska-obrambena-industrija-svjetski-je-brend/3889 (Pregledano 17. veljace 2021.)
111) Viahovi¢, Domagoj: Nasa obrambena industrija opet ¢e iznenaditi Europu, Hrvatski vojnik, br. 622, 25. sije¢nja 2021, str. 22. - 29.
112) Croatian Defence Industry, Catalogue 2019 - 2020, Ministry of Defence of the Republic of Croatia, Public Relations and Publishing Department, Division of the Croatian

Military Press and Publishing, 2019., str. 5.

113) Vuljani¢, Dario: Potvrda znanja i umijeca - “Interprotex ‘95", Velebit, br. 3, 9. lipnja 1995., str. 16. - 17.
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larly by the Croatian Military Publications De-
partment of the Ministry of Defence, presents
55 manufacturers.

DEFENCE INDUSTRY
EXHIBITIONS AND FAIRS
IN CROATIA

The parade of the Croatian Army held on 30 May
1995, ahead of the Military_and Police Operation
“Storm’” wassa first-time public display of its capa-
bilities, and of the young Croatian defence indus-
try’s products worn and carried by the sodiers in the
columns.

The products were displayed the following day in
the international exhibition “Interprotex 95" held
in the Zagreb Fair from 31 May to 3 June 1995.
One of the seven exhibitions’within the Interprotex
displayed weapons and pflitary equipment and the
most products of they “roatian military industry at
the time. The Exhibition was organised by the gov-
ernment agenc RH-ALAN, and a large number of
the prominept domestic exhibitors are still in busi-
ness today. The Exhibition featured operational
(many are in use to this day), and also prototype
weapon systems that have not survived but served
as a step in development. According to reports at
the time, particular attention was drawn to M-95

Degman tank prototype, the Croatian Army’s stand- _‘,/.‘.;/""‘/
ard tank M-84A, the air defence system STRIJEIT/A'”

10-CRO, the MAR M 93 surveillance and targegaé/c—
quisition radar, the MOL mobile coastal I;;uﬁcher,
the-self-propelled-Tajfun-multiple-rocketAauncher,
the D-30 HR M94 howitzer, the LOV-RAK armoured
vehicle with in-built MRL, the Fagot and Maljutka
anti-tank system trainers, the APS 95 assault rifle
and the HS pistol. The exhibition was organised still
during the embargo and had no international for-
mat. It was nevertheless a good start for the mod-
ern military industry, which showed the ambition
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and the potential to enter foreign markets after the
war is over.

The exhibition was held in normal conditions the
following year - the embargo lifted - and in 1997,
when it was pointed out that 185 exhibitors pre-
sented themselves at Interprotex, 84 from Croatia
and 101 from 16 countries. The Croatian military
industry presented its products to foreign visitors
and military attachés accredited to the Republic of
Croatia. In March 1997 the Croatian defence indus-
try was given the opportunity for presentation out-
side Croatia for the first time, at the international
exhibition IDEX 97 in Abu Dhabi. The last Interpro-
tex was held in June 1999, though the defence in-
dustry was not represented at the same level as at
the previous events. Nevertheless, a new HS 2000
pistol was presented, for which the first export con-
tract with the United States was concluded a few
months later, for 50,000 pistols.

The following years saw no major military exhibitions in Croatia. Several smaller
events were organised, such as the exhibition “Hrvatski vojnik CRO-2004" (“Croatian
Soldier CRO-2004"). It was held on 21- 22 April 2004, organised by the Ministry of
Defence and the Croatian Armed Forces on the premises of the Ministry of Defence
and of the General Staff, with the emphasis laid on supply equipment and NBC de-
fence equipment. Croatian companies explored the modalities to enter the market
through foreign fairs, including the large ones such as the IDEX (UAE), the Milipol or
Eurosatory (France).

The exhibitions of the kind are normally organised
by private companies with the support from local
governments, whose interest is not only in display-
ing the host nation’s industry, products and services
but also in development of their industry and tech-
nology, business contacts, international co-opera-
tion, as well in bilateral and multilateral political and
military meetings. These were the objectives of the
Croatian Ministry of Defence with the Adriatic Sea
Defense and Aerospace Exhibition (ASDA). It is or-
ganised by the U.S.'s TNT Production, and the venue
was the Spaladium Arena in Split.

The first ASDA, held from 29 to 31 March 2011,
gathered over 130 exhibitors from 23 countries,
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dobar start za suvremenu vojnu industriju koja je vec
onda pokazala da je ambiciozna i da ¢e, ¢im zemljom
zavlada mir, moci uspjesno izi¢i na strana trzista.
IzloZba je odrZana i sljedece godine, prvi put u “nor-
malnim” uvjetima, u zemlji koja nije pod embargom, te
1997, kad je istaknuto da se na Interprotexu predsta-
vilo 185 izlagaca, 84 iz Hrvatske i 101 iz 16 zemalja,
te da su za proizvode hrvatske vojne industrije interes
pokazali i strani posjetitelji te vojni izaslanici akredi-
tirani u RH.1* Zanimljivo je da je u oZujku 1997. nasa
obrambena industrija prvi put dobila priliku pokazati
se i izvan Hrvatske, i to na medunarodnoj izlozbi
IDEX 97 u Abu Dhabiju, glavnom gradu Ujedinjenih
Arapskih Emirata.’ Zadnji je Interprotex odrZan u
lipnju 1999, ali obrambena industrija nije bila zastu-
pljena na razini prethodnih manifestacija. Ipak, bio je
predstavljen novi pistolj HS 2000 za koji je nekoliko
mjeseci kasnije zakljucen prvi ugovor o izvozu u SAD,
i to pedeset tisu¢a komada.'®

Idu¢ih godina u Hrvatskoj nisu odrZzavane vece vojne izlozbe. Bilo je nekoliko manjih
dogadanja, poput izlozbe Hrvatski vojnik CRO-2004. Organizirali su je 21.i 22. travnja
2004. godine MORH i OSRH u prostorima kompleksa MORH-a i GS-a, a naglasak nije
bio na naoruZanju, nego na opskrbnoj opremi i sredstvima za NBK zastitu.'? Hrvatske
su tvrtke izlaz na trziSte pocele traZiti preko stranih sajmova, pa i onih velikih kao $to
je spomenuti IDEX (UAE) te Milipol ili Eurosatory (Francuska).

U svijetu je praksa da takve izloZbe u nacelu organi-
ziraju privatne tvrtke uz podrsku domacih vlada koje
su preko njih zainteresirane ne samo za prezentaciju i
plasman proizvoda i usluga i